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A GLANCE AT THE PAST ‘AND 

[From an article bearing thie title, we. select 
- the following extracts.] yio2au0 
Tre past and present! how much do; these | 

two words imply of stirring interest-to.all hu- 
man interests, and yet how liule we know. of 
the one, and how amxious we ara to eseape 
from the other! ‘That which is, gives us 
promise of something better ; but the _ things 
that were, we leave 10 musty antiguaries, 
to the leartied tomes of old societies, or to the | 
tattlings of octogenarian gossips, who remem- 
ber:how “their father used to say, that when 
his grandfather was young, they did so”—yet 
ail these matters concerned our ‘ancestors, 
men and women like ‘ourselves, who lived and 
thought, and-ate and drank, set'the fashions of 
the day, thought themselves better than all the 
world, as we do, langhed at the absurdities of 
their forefather, lovéd scandal and hated po- 
verty, frequented .the Cockpit as we do the; 
Opera, and affected cudgel playing as we do! 
the Ascot or the Derby. It is our one, howe- 
ver, to look back upon these old folks, with an 
~ill-supposed laugh, and to consider them as 
little better than pel, 17% poor, barbareus sort ; 
of people altogether, and as we read old Pe- 
pys, or some other quaint journalist of the 
times, and enjoy the humour of the thing ama- 
zingly, we feel as if looking on at a good farce, 
a little over "done perhaps, and when con- 
vincéd that the actors were indeed our own 
lain-thinking, quaint-speaking, clumsy old an- 
estors, we sooth our self-esteem, hy observing 
how immeasurably they were behindhand with 
us; and as we ‘encourage a half risible, half 
pitying scorn 'fof ‘them accordingly, congratu- 
late ourselves, that our descendants in the third 
and fourth generation will think very different- 
ly of us, afact, however comforting, that can- 
not be proved ‘for the next six hundred years 
perhaps. Asia rational ‘people, it pleases us 
to find a satisfactory reason too for our strict- 
ures and anticipations, and we look with infi- 
nite complacency on all that tends to this efs 
fect, which indeed seems every where around 
us now in populous, growing London, if we do 
but look aboutus, at our squares, clubs, parks, 
streets, columns and costunyes, ‘and then go 
im to some old registry, and’ pore over ancient 
maps; hisjories, and records. * 

Perhaps these changes have carried from 
us: a ceriain-degree of freshness and merri- 
ment; there ie less picturesqueness in our sight, 

. less revelry in-our ears, but we can afford the 
loss. ‘We are now a thinking, commercial, rail- 

road-making, colonizing people ; instead of an 
old Maypole in the Strand, 125 feet high, ' de- 
corated with flags, gilt balls dnd trumpery, we 
have ommibuses‘to the ‘Bark, that are much 
more spirit-stirring thaw'old Morris-dancing and 
such mad nonsense "We do notrequire fairs at 
St James's once a fortnight, as in Charles the 
Second’s time, who, by the Way, with amusing 
1aconsistency, abolished them at last, because 
they led to levity and débauchery among the 
people ; nor cudgel-playing in St. James's 
square, por. liling- yards’ at Whitehall, nor 
Jjousts nor mummings, to keep up the spirits of 
the @neen’s subjects ;.steam-and-smeke; mo- { 
ney-maiing and polities.do that now-a-days, 
and although we have more poor. men among 
ué, ‘our’greut mén aré'richer, and the value of 
ihe coin of the reali" considerably less, which, 
afterall, seems of ‘the greater ‘consequence. 
Que Poor-heuse arrangements “1a the present 
day; are conducted, for instance, with great eco- | 
2o5my 4+ bud» 1» question: ‘whether «1447. poor 
peaple could be ybutied wmow,: tor one" pound 
sterling, u3; by parish -records; it: appears ‘they 
were, inthe year 1625,-nory inadequate: as the 
pay is tothe suffering ‘semptréss “of modern 
umes, could sfour-and-forty veoats' ‘be:made for 
iwg-and twenty shillings; but there was more 
food sthen, move people-to be laboured: for, 
and fewer labourers, a great secretin’ the con- 
dition of sew orking page a daclneduen 
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In Quéen-Ann’s’ reign public’ amusements 
seem to have 1aken‘a more distinct form” than 
they had denéspireviously, ® The teat of a ‘tiger 
plucking the fesihers from’ a’ fowl’s body, at 
Beaholoriew Fair, ddduced ‘the “proprieidr ‘of 
thé Lincoln's Ton "Thédtre to exhibit managed 
horses after the “Talign manfey, the ‘origin of 
the "present Aséy’s y very dpléndid entertain- 
mente were ald given “in "Mayfair, which, 
howsver, prod hééd ‘avery ‘uniqle‘inéident “in 
thetharacter of the times." Numbers of vicious 
and ‘idlepaoplabaiag duricted by these shows 
the constabulary: force ‘Tnterfered, to cominit 
to prisons sortie Yivgleadérs'of ‘offence, ‘whete- 
upon; the soldiers took the part uf the liberties 
ofi the fiiry and’ a scuffle chsued, in “whidh se- 
veralipersons: lost their! lives, ** The ‘spotts of 
the Bearigarden cebm- also’ to have been a stain 
also upon these tim®§, a'diversion’ wiiich ‘some 
writers seemyto considerthe English to. have 
been very.countenenced du: by ithe customs of 
the ancients in their public shows and theatres; 

palace of London. were not accns- 
horrid sights common inthe streets 

‘nor to'the’ 'bratalities practised ‘by 
pls on their slavestand “centives, nei- 

X d-our women the character of the Spa- 
nich*fddies," Ted'ther toa bull fight as 
their favsurite ‘show ; and yet humanity, pity, 
féat, and hotr eem ‘to have fled "from the 

slishmen, who,” with. their 
would" sit in the theatre 

witn ‘keen delight, to wit- 

| atusement long before, although one of these! 

1 droles and Merry Andrews,” who. g&ve quite 

n3 marmed aed mutilated § 
usl manner ; the fightiag ot the 

bears being considered but a tame and ‘pods 
| in the more limited sense of the word—ihough 

animals, who had been taught everything but 
forgiveness of injuries, tore hs keeper to piecee 
on one occasion, before the faces of the au- 
dience. { ; 
The theatre at Moorfields was also filled with 

work enough to the justices-and their assistants! 
and it was not until the time of George the 
First, that real and visibie improvement seems, 
to have taken place in the manners of the 
people, and the vicinity of the Wing's Mews 
and the town of Wesiminster to have been-illu- 
mined with the dawn of social improvement. 
Handel then: shoe forth to delight end fasci- 
nate-our people’; aud in 1758, carriages might! 
be seen crowded w:th ladies of fashicn, and 
beaux of note, pressing to the new. opera of 
*“ Attalo,” played at the bottom of the Hay- 
market, while the scenery, painted by Selyan- 
doni, was spoken of as most beautifu!, and. the 
spectators were ail enraptured. .. The taste of 
the town then began to improve, and panto- 
mime and dancing dogs. lost their atiractions 
for the educated ; in 1778, the first acadensy of 
painting was agitated in. Lincoln’s ;Ina-fields, 
and Sir James Thornhill, lent a room at the 
back of his honse in. Covent, or * Convent” 
Garden, as it was more correctly called, in ac- 
cordance with its origin, for. the reception of 
of some very curious and valuable paintings, 
which his son-in-law, Hogarth, afterwardsi 
lent to a society of artists jn St. Martin’s lane, | 
the origin of the, present great collection of 
the National Gallery of Trafalgar square. 

This brief and. most imperfect attempt to 
sketch some of the changes which have ac- 
companied the gradual improvement that has 
teken place since the village of Charing could 
boast but an old cross, a little Hermitage, and 
a few monastic cells, watil great Trafalgar- 
square burst upon our view, with its fine sta- 
tues, its fountains ef pure’ water, its noble pave- 
ment, its magnificent ¢hibs, ard rich picture 
gallery, will ‘prove at least, ‘that improvement 
bas beenrapid in this our noble City, and that, 
although London end its environs is now over- 
whelmed with population,” yet that there is 
much to ¥ejoice atin ite eonditicn and improve. 
ments: Weil do we know there is yet much 
vice, and yet greater misery, in"the close and 
more crowded ways of thig'great city, yet the 
populace, increasing @s it is, ‘is more saber, 
more manageable, than ‘of old: The Leprous 
Hospital of St. James, endowed by the A bbot 
and Convent of Westminster, in 1100, was a 
mere hat, compared toour present noble hos- 
pital'of Charing Csess ; the interesting Model 
Prison at Pentonville, the only real House of 
Correction worthy a civilized ‘and intelligent 
nation, makes vs shudder as ‘we look on the 
rusty iron stocks'and old whipping post that 
once disgraced the Haymarket ; and although | 
the starving and the miserable will yet seek 
in ardent 'spiri's temporary alleviation from 
their woes, the habiis-of sack or other dram- 

drinking before breakfast, by alt clisses, and 
of general habits of. offensive intemperance, 
are. becoming gradually ost tous True, the 
alms he uses, wo;k-houses, charity schoolsand 
hospitals, that surround us are very inssfficient 
for the wants of the population; true, the gar- 
rets, cellars, and, by-ways: of this ‘our gobje 
city teem with the suffering, the-huagry, the 
helpless, and the dying, whom ne common 
aid can reach; the back lanes end purliens of 
even Trafalgar-square, with all its grandeur, 
show us lanes and houses of the most misera- 
ble descripiion, routing with filth; and: erowded 
by the sons aad; davghters of misery, existing 
in an atmosphere, nje with-pestilence and fe- 
ver. "Day by day, however, we see. the car- 
penter and the builder opening the.ways to 
health a1d ventilation,—misery, sought iu her | 
chamber, brought, forth, relieved, and pitied ; 
there is moral courage and strong will requ red 
for all this—but 1sgrowth is progressing. The 
old’Cross of “Charing ‘Jogked bul oa wasting 
fields dud “on'an' old ‘monastic edifice, whose 
monks'and YedefMeidrs cared only for the _peo- 
ple 48 Ithiey "coatribtted to their own wealth 
4nd’ eélfinduigence ; but the noble statue of 
the Hero who made Eoglard fared by all who | 
dared fostlt her “shores, loUks" along a vista of | 
Sirength,’ opiitérite, dud betty, to an. edifice, | 
whose walls" ré-¢6hé with the demands of the 
protectors of the'pée thé claims asserted, 
mn the'cause of htmdnity*and justice. 

Bappily, we hear no more the sound of the 
lances in‘the tilting yard of Whitehall, nor the 
blows of the cudgels from the ald falcon houses | 
ofthe barrie Kings of hall papulited Eagland, § 
but we'meet the'lionest antitans of London, ga- 
zing wiih admiration on the skillcf théir fellow 
citizens, iu the fiae-area-of the square, and, en- | 
tering the Natignal Gallary; can there listen-to 
ther observations of mes, on the genius of a! 
Hogarth or a Wilkie, whose ancestors knew no- 
thing better than the divérsions of the Cockpit, 
and the ¢reslties of the Bear-garden.' Ttiswith 
some rezson, tien, that’ we" Jeol with" pity 
and’ ‘contempt MpoR T Btir “ dncestors; and on 
all'that forni the  euariosides” of “antiquity ‘as 
show in the records of old London; but, "as 
we do'so, & generuas sentiment’ takes posession 
of ‘us, ‘anid we feel that'we can'afford to hope 
that civilization is progresing and can even sup- 
port the idea that the récorders of the next'cen- 
tary may, in like way, iad abundint mattér 
for their entertaining ‘strictures, onthe defici- 
encies and quaiatnessss of London in 1844, and 
on the laughable 1ncbnsittensies of ita “people, 
1n their luxuries, entettainments, and costumes. 

A WORD OR TWO ON WITCH. 
’ CRAFT. : 

[Thisisthe title of a long article in ile same 

periodical, from which we take the follow- 

ing extracts] 33 
* * * \UircHCRAFT, real or supposed, 

iMstances of it, eo called, had been occurring 

occasionally for a long time previously—was,, 
‘comparatively little heard of till the end of the 
fifteenth century, ‘when Pope ‘Innceent VIII 
published a buli against it, empowering certain 
German inquisitors to search out witches and 
burn them. This was in tae year 1484 The 
reception, ihowever, of this, and the succeeding 
bulls of other Pontiffs, by the church, shows’ 
that no kind of doubt either as to the fact or' 
the possibility of the commisslon of such a 
crime was then entertained From the publi- 
cation of Innocents bull, for the space of some, 
two hundred and fifty years, the 'witch-panie, 
s0' to '¢peak, raged with'but few intermissions, 
like a pestilence, = throughout’ Christendom. 
~The number of executions which during that 
period took place in Germany alone is caleu-. 
lated by Sir Walter Scott, in his article on the 
subject in the, Foreign Quarterly, as execeding 
one hundred thousand, AY 

Is is stated, in the samelarticle, that in Ge- 
neva, in the year 1515, no less than 500 
wiiches were executed in three months; a 
thousand in one yearin the diocese of Cromo, 
and a hundred a year on an: average for some 
time “alteswards; in Lorraine, from 1580 to 
1565, nine hundred ; and :in: France, ‘about 
1520,» a number almest  infinite—nearly all 
these vietims, having previously been subjected’ 
to tortures which’ 1t; is hideous to thiuk vpon,: 
expired in lingering agonies by fire! 
We have mentioned, on the authority of Sir 

Walter Scott, the fearful multitude of taose; 
execations which took place, subsequeutly to. 
the publication of Innocent’s bull, in Germany, 
to” which country 1t ‘especially related. We 
should add‘that the victims included children of 
from twelve to. nine years old, aged persons,’ 
and young women; one. of whom, Gobel’ 
Babelin, was renowned asthe handsomest girl 
in Wartzburg 

In New England, towards the close of the 
seventeenth century, the like tragedies were. 
enacted, though during a shorter period, ona. 
seale truly horrible. Nineteen persons were 
hanged at Boston and Andover; one was 
pressed to death for refusing to plead; aad the 
amonat of those either actually imprisoned or 
accused, was in all nearly four hundred. 
Among the sufferers there was actually a dog, 
\—(See the article’** Witchcraft” in the Retro: 
spective Review, Vol. V. Part 1, Art. 5) 

In 1728, in Hungary, thirteen persons were 
burat alive at Sigeden. In 1749, one Maria 
Renata was put to death at Wurtzburg; aad it 
is said that in Glarus, in Switzerland, a reputed 
witch was burnt so late as 1786. (See the 
article alréady quoted, in No. XL, Art. 1, of 
tke Foreign Quarterly.) } 
We have thus briefly glanced atthe history 

of Witcherait in foreign countries, merely 
that the reader, when we speak, of the amount 
of human bloodshed 2nd misery of which its 

supposed existence was productive, may know 
that he 18 not teking our assertion wholly upon 
trust. 
We will now turn to our ‘own country, not 

only because the subject considered in relation 
thereto ‘gssumes ‘a ‘more Interesting aspect, 
but because the facts wnich its history furnish- 
es have a peculiar bearing onthe argument. 

For it must be remembered that those who 
suffered for this alleged crime in England and 
Scotland, were judiciously convicted by a pro- 
cess which, in criminal jurisprudence, 1s just- 
ly regarded by' us as the most satislaciory 
means of elieiting the truth—Tral by Jury. 

Passing over the comparatively rare, apo: 
eryphal, and questionable instances of Witch- 
craft that ‘occurred prior to the Reformation, 
together with the statutes of Henry VIL and 
Ehzabeth, we will come at once to: the epoch 
of the “British Solomon 37 the ** Demonologie” 

of which ** High-and, Mighty Prince” 1s fa- 
wmiliar, by name. at leas, to. every reader 
And first, as the statute’ against Witcheralt, 
passed in the first year, of his reign, contains 

50 to speak, a definition of that crime as’it 
was then understood, we may as well recite a 
portion of it ;=— ; . 
“Qe that shall use, practise, or exercise, 

any invdcation or’ecbjuration of any evil or 

wicked spirit, ‘or consult, covenant, with, en- 

tertain or 'employ; feed ‘or reward, any evil or 

swicked spirit, tovor for any intent ard purpose ; 

or. to take up any dead map, woman, or child, 

out, of his, -her, or tneir grave,,or any other 

place where the dead body resteth; or the skin 
bone, or any other part of a dead person, to be 

employed or used n any nianner of witcheraft, 

sorcery, charm, or enchautment ; or shall use, 

practise, ‘of ‘exeréiee, any witcheraft, (dee, 
whereby’ any person shall be killed, destroyed, 

wasted, ‘consumed; pined or lamed. in bis or 

her body, er any, part thereof, such offenders, 
duly -and lawfully, convicted. and ‘atiainted, 
shalk suffer death.” p i 

Within fifty. years after, the passing of this 
act, more than one hundred and forty persons 
in batches of fifteen, sixteen, and seventeen 
each, were condemned, end most of them ex- 
deuted at differefit places in England ; besides 
a large number of ‘offenders singly indicted, 
and hanged or burnt. In Scotland itlias been 
estimated, some thousands:died atthe stake. 

Three thousan persons are said to have fal- 

len vietims: to. the accusation. of Witcheraft 

during the Long Parliament, : 
Tnals and. executions for Wiicheraft conti- 

nued to occur at intervals till the year'1716, 
when 2 Mrs Hicks and her daughter, aged 
nine years, were hanged at Huatingdon, for 
selling their souls to the devil In" 1736 the 
statute of James 1. was finally repealed. 
Now we have already said that the convie- 

tions were ‘the issue of trial by jury. ‘We 
mast add’ that in one instance the presiding 
Judge was SirMatthew Hale, and one of the 
principal witnesses [or the prosecutionwas Sir 
Thomas Broyea! It. is true that the evidence 
against the supposed wjtched consisted princi 
pally of their own confessions, which were of- 
ten elicited by torture’; and theti: was others 

wise, in many cases, altogether unsatisfactory 
and absurd; but still, when we come to con- 
sider the multitude of the persons convicted, 
the supposition thet in every single case the 
witnesses were either perjured or deceived, 
and the judge and the twelve jurors so desti- 
tute of common sense as to be unable to dis- 
criminate between true and false testimony, 
is not one to be eatertained without difficulty. 
It must be borne in mind, that not every icdi- 
vidual indicted for Witeheraft was found guil- 
ty ; some were acquitted. Admit that the 
crime was impossible : here then were thou- 
sands of impossible offences brought home by 
circumstaniial evidence ; the very same evi- 
dence which i8 now resorted to to substantiate 
a charge of theft or murder. Surely this is 
not an unimportant consideration with refe~ 
rence to the value of this species of evidence. 
It is true that we are more what is termed en- 
lighten=d now than our forefathers were in 
the seventeenth century. * That is to say, we 
are In advance of them mn science and philoso~ 
phy. But the quettion is, were they so much 
our inferiors in common understanding, as to 
have been incompetent to decide upon a mere 
question of fact ? 

* LJ » 

To what, then, it will be asked, do we re- 
fer those extraordinary coincidences, on which 
we have dwelt so emphatically? We will an- 
8Wer in two words—10 MENTAL CONTAGION. 
The whole history of Witchcraft presents an, 

analcgy to that of an infectious disorder ; and 
here we would direct especial attention to 
what took place at Mohra. Here was an ab- 
solute: multitude of persons, of all ages, with 
their mind possessed of identical ideas, all par- 
ticipating in one illusion. = This is not like a 
common distemper of the fancy, which varies 
according to the individual brain which it af~ 
fects. By the term mental contagion, we un— 
derstand a definite disease of the imagination 
as uniform in point cf its manifestations as the 
plague, small pox, or other like bodily distem- 
per. This, we are aware, is an hypothesis. 
Some may consider it a wild one; but we 
know of none other adequate to account for 

those facts of which we have above presented 
a sample—which are acknowledged matters of 
history—aund, if it be not adopted, will stil) 
constitute a problem to the psychologist. 

Ia conclusion, we should inquire whether, 
although the belief in Witchcraft has passed 
away, there are not still phenomena of a kin- 
dred nature to it presented by the human 
mind?- Not to mention remoter yet late in- 
stances in point, what was it that, within these 
last few years, diffused a delusion throughout 
a multitude in the case of the lunatic Thom 2 
And what are the marvels numerously, and 
we must admit, respectably attested of Mes- 
merism ? The latter are scarce less cxtraor- 
dinary than those with which we have been 
dealing in these pages: and we can hardly 
wonder, so striking is the resemblance, at 
the parallel which has been drawn between 
them, 
By the foregoing ‘considerations a practical 

conclusion of a two fold nature is suggested to 
us. First, that, in most matters of general 
and popular belief, there is, howsoever alloyed 
by error, a nucleus of truth. Seeendly, that 
our judgment, nay, our very perceptions, ae 
liable to a perversion, against which our pria- 
cipal safeguard consists in the recognition of 
its’ cause. 

Tait's Edinburgh Magazine. 

HISTORY OF THE LEGION. 

{From an article entitled,” Bon Gaultier and 

his Friends,” we select the following hus 

mourous description of the British Legion em- 
ployed by the Government of Spain, and com- 
manded by General Evans. 

YourG SCOTLAND. 

Ah'mow, my doar fellow! do tell us some- 
thing about the Legion. ‘Confound the Old 
Peninsular exploits. What between Captain 
Hamilton and Colonel Napier and the squa- 
dron of military quilldrivers, who have spoiled 
more -foolscap than cartridge ‘wrappers, we 
know, every inch. of the campaigning ground 
from Torres Vedras to the Pyrennees, No, 
captain! Give us something fresh. You were 
one of those who drew the sword with Evans, 
and gathered, if not laurels, at least a change 
of linen, with the Westminister heroes, from 
the verdant hedgerows of Spain. “Surely there 
must be something worth remembrance in 
such a chivalrous crusade, 

O'MALLEY. 

Faith, Charley, as to linen, there was a little 
of thatas an-elderly gentleman could desire. 
Happy was the man amongst us who saved his 
own British shirts, without wasting fruitless ef- 
fors in pursuit ot the Lusitanian tweel. It 
was a devilish bad business, I can tell you. 
Only conceive my disgust, when, instead of 
commanding & company of Herculean heroes, 
1 found myself degraded into the leader of the 
most villanous pack of rogues that ever were 
swept from the assizes! 

Box GavLTiER. 

Were they really so bad? 

O'MauLEY. 

Jarrington was a joke to my serjeant. “Ba- 
fore he was enlisted a fortaight he had paw- 
ved the regimental colours for a quart of gin, 
and picked my poeket twice upon parade. Jt 
wag no use tying him up to the halberts, for 
every one of the drummers was under sentenee 
of transportation, and treated the back of their 
ancient pal as tenderly as if it had been: their 
own... The only tune under: which they woald 
advance tp, action. was the ** Rogune’s March ;” 
and we were obliged to remind them that they 
167 under the eye of the London police, before 
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