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ARRIVAL OF THE SoUuTHERN MarL —The
Southern mail reached the Post Office, on
Monday afternoon, at 4 o’clock. We went to
press o-day ac three o’clock.

BrEACH oF PriviLece.—The monotonous
proceedings of our Legislatare was broken
in upon during the week, by the imprisonment
of the Editors of the Loyalist. We copy below,
from the New Brunswicker of Saturday last,
the following report of the affair:—

¢ In the Loyalist of the 23d of Febrnary,
there appeared a most atrocious article reflect-
ing upon the Hon. Mr Wilmot, and the course
he had pursued with respect to the address to
Sir Charles Metcalfe. Oa Saturday last, this
article was brought vnder the notice of the as~
sembly by Colonel Allen, but as the doors were
closed, we are unable to state what took place.
On Monday, the subjeet was resumed with
closed doors, and the result was, that the speak-
er issued his warrant to the Sargeant at arms,
to bring up Messrs Doak & Hill, the editors
and publishers. These persons were shortly
brought up in custody, and being placed at the
bar of the house, were asked if they, and each
of them, were publishers of the paper called
the Loyalist—they answered in the affirmative
and were ordered to withdraw. A motion was
then made, that they should be commitied to
Gaol for a breach of the privileges ofthe house
for which motion every mewmber then present
voted, except J. A, Street, Esq., who was the
only dissentient.

¢ Messrs. Doak & Hill were forthwith Jecked
up in Gaol. The following day they sued out
a Habeas Corpus, by D. S. Kerr, Esq., their
counsel, returnable before Judge Carter. To
this Habeas Corpus, the Sheriff of York return-
ed, that the prisoners were in his custody by
virtue of a paper writing, signed John Weldon,
Speaker, a copy of which was annexed.

¢ Upon this return, a mocion was made for
the discharge of the prisoners, on the ground
that a eolonial assembly has no power to com-
mit for a breach of privilege, not commi:ted
within its presence, and the recent case of
Keilly vs. Carson was relied upon, as exactly
m point.—In that case, an action had been
brought against the speaker of the assembly of
Newfoundland, for illegal imprisonment, under
similar circumstances, which was heard on ap-
peal before the Judicial Committee of thePrivy
Conneil in England, and it was decided, tbat
colonial assemblies had no power to commit,
except for a contempt committed in their pre-
gence, in the same manner 28 practised by courts
of Law.

* His Honor Judge Carter deferred his deci-
sion until he should consult the chief Justice
and the other judges, on so important a case.
and immediately wrote for their opinions,
Meantime Messrs. Doak and Hill are closely
locked wup in the Gaol at Fredericton, abiding
the decision of the Judges.—Should their hoaers
be governed by the case of Keilley vs. Carson,
they will no doubt be forthwith dlscharged ; but
if otherwise, they will remain in custody until
the end of the presentsession of the assembly,
and then try the question, by action against the
speaker for false imprisoament.”

Nothing can be said in defence, or extenua-
tion of the conduct of the proprietors of the
Loyalist; the attack on Mr. Wilmot was
couched in low, vulgar language, disreputable
te the parties, as well asto the Press of the
Province. Butwe contend, that the Legislature
have net the power 10 punish, even ia suchk a
case—it 1s merely usurped, and we are glad to
find that it is at length to be put to the test.
Would it not have been more manly, and ia
better keeping with the loud talk of the majori-
ty of Legislators of the present day, about the
rights of the people—and the denouncement of
old exploded theories and practices, if the par-
ties agrieved had prosecuted Messrs. Doak &
Hill for Libe!, and bronght them up before a
eir conduct; and not

Jury, to answer for th
adopted this arbitrary, anti~English mode of
punishment, so repugnant to the spirit of the
age, and contrary to the “ well understood”
meaning of the law of the land, which consi-
ders a man irnocent until he is found guilty by
his compeers.

The Editor of the New Brunswicker closes
his remarks on this affair es follows— his senii-

ments are just and true, and we most heartily
respond to them :—

¢“ The House of Assembly at present
the privilege ot libelling
perfect impurity. ltis a p e they e3
cise very freely, and with that they ounght t
content ; vet not satisfied, they would eadeavor
to prevent the expression of public opinion by
the exercise of arbitrary power. If the mem-
bers or even the speaker could be made
nable, for the gross slanders occasionaily put
upon the Journals, there might be some excuse.
he case is,

the

in the present instance, gross as
they will fail, and fail signally,
whole ceuntry will rejoice at the final downfall
of arbitrary power in New Brunswick
abolition of puznishment with sut trial by j

whereat

Cuiva.—By the errival at New York, of the
ship Ann M‘Kim, advices have been received
by the editor of the Sun, from Canton, to the
10th of November, being nearly a month later
than the date of intelligenge received by the
last British steamer.

We give below the extracts furnished.

A fire broke out at Canton on the right of
the 24th October, which destroyed 1500 hou-
ses, among which were the Darish, Spanish,
and French Hongs, together with several large
packing houses The Canter Register of the
28th October says—One of the destructive fires
which occur annually in Canton during the
cold and dry season, occurred on Wednesday
and Thursday last, and we regret to say, en-
tirely destroyed the Spanish and Danish hongs,
and a portion of the French. The ancient
temple of Paktai-meum, dedicated to the God
of the North Pole, shaged the fate of its hum-
bler neighbours. - Fortunately the fire had given
sufficiently timely warning to the inmates of
the foreign factories, to enable them to save
their treasure and most valuable effects, and
the night was spent by them in remoying them
to boats on the river, which was effected with
little or no molestation, some pilfering of course
excepted.

The supplementary treaty between the Chi-
nese and British Governments, permits Foreign-
ers to buy or rent houses in any of the ports
opened for trade. Criminals are to be mutually
delivered up between the British and Chinese
authorities.

The accounts we continue to receive from
Hong Kong, are in many respects far from
satisfactory—sickness still prevails to a very
alarming degree, particularly among the garri.
son, and but in too many instances terminates
fatally. The complaints of robberies are also
again becoming more numerous.

The Rev. Samuel Dyer, of London, Missi-
onary at Singapore, died at Macoa on the 24th
October, aged 39. He was a scholar of some
eminerce, and had studied the Fukien dialect
for the last eleven years. He has left 2000
moulds for a like pumber of Chinese letters and
characters, which are supposed to be of great
value.

There were fifty British ships at Whampea,
and sixty more in the outer waters, the great-
est fleet ever known in the Chinese waters at
one time.

Another fire broke out in Canton on the
night of the 20—30th October, destroying 100
houses, and caused considerable alarm to the
six factories still left standing.

he Honorable Erskine Murray has ftted out
an expedition for Boraeo, with the hope of
opening a negociation with the native chiefs,
for a tract of Jand for the purpose of British
colonizaticn.

A riot oceurrred between the native populace
and some British troops. Three Chinese were
killed, and a night or two after a British soldier
was toun murdered.

West Inpies—Two shocks of an Earth-
quake were fel: in Grenada on the morning of
the 19th Jaauary, end one at Trinidad. Little
or no damage was done.

SawTt Joun.—The papers from this place
stale, that there is not a single Debtor confined
at present in the Gaol for the city and county.

Wovrves.—A correspondent at Shediae, un-
der date of February 29, informs ue, that a
large Wolf was trapped and killed there on the
Suaday previous, by Zedore Galland. It mea-
sured six feet from the tip of the nose to the
end of the tail.

PROCEEDINGS OF THE LEGISLATURE.—Our
Journals are to the 241h February, and we have
selected from them zll such matter as we con-
sidered likely to interest our readers.

We perceive that His Excellency the Lieu-
tenant Governor has received a Despatch, au-
thorising him to give his assent to the Export
Timber Duty biil, should 1t pass the Legislature
with ihe alterations suggested by the Home
Government.

We are indebted to the Sentinel of Friday
last, for the following additional items of intel-

ligence.

“ Hon. Mr Wilmot, by command of His Ex-
celleacy, laid bef the House a message from

or, aacompanied by des-
uce relative to the es-
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said was to_cffer this £25,000 at 4 per cent.,

¢

which would be an advantageons investment;
and would enable the Province to pay off the
the remainder of the debt, and would not be
embraced by the Loan of £70,000. he repeat-
ed, every member of the government was at
libertyjto vote as they pleased; and the despatch
was laid before the House, not as a distinct
recommendation of the government, or as a go-
vernmcut megsare,

“ The Lieut. Governor hes directed the com
misrioners to receive fresh tenders for the
Loan; which were to be delivered last Tues-
day evening, intime to be sent off to Mr Bliss,
for his approval by the English mail, which leit
St. John on the following day.

¢ We understand this morning, that tho Bank
of New Brunswick tendered for £25,000, at
the rate of interest decided upon by the House,
—five and a half per cent. and for the whole
amount &t six per cent. To the former extent
therefore, the Losn may be considered as ef-
fected ; should not Mr Bliss, the other commis
sioner demur.

¢ Yesterday the Bill for repealing the present
Bankrupt Law, was passed in committee of the
house, by an overwhelming majority ; and the
unfortunate debtor will again be thrown apon
the mercy of his unfeeling or embarrassed cre-
ditor. It provides however, that all péisens
who shall have commenced proceedings in the
Bankrupt Court, may proceed to their conclu-
sion, Those therefore, who mean to avail
themselves of the preseat law, will have an op-
portunity of doing so, until the bill just passed
by the assembly, shall have been concurred in
by the Legislative Council—of which there is
litule doubt, and shall have received the sanc~
tion of the Lieutenant Governor.

«In the house of Assembly this forenoon,
Mr. Fisher moved the following resclutions :—

<« Resolved, as the opinion of this committee,
that the house should express their unfeigned
satisfaction and gratitude to Her Majesty’s Gov-
ernment, for the recognition of the main prinei-
ples of the address of the house, upon the sub-
ject of the composition of the Legislative
council, expressed in the despatch of the Right
Honorable Lord Stanley, Her Majesty’s princi-
pal secretary of state for the colonies, ofthe 11th
of July, 1843; evincing at it does, a solicitude
truly maternal, on the part of Her Most Gra-
cious Majesty, for the welfare of Her Loyal
subjeets in New Brunswick.

¢ Resolved, as the opinion of this committee,
that the house should express their disappoint-
ment and regret, that the Executive Government
in the recent made changes in the Legislative
council, have not given effect to the Despatches
of tne right honorable Lord Stanley, in answer
to the address of this house.

¢ Resolved, as the opinion of this committee,
that the house should express their opinion
that the assurance of Lord Stanley ‘to bear in
mind’ in the selection of Legislative councillors,
¢ the leading interests of this Province, as well
as the principal denominations of Christians,”
as prayed for by the address of this house, has
in the recent change been entirely disregarded
by the Executive Government, and the just
expectation of the great and influential denom-
inations of Christians, now either too partially
represented, or altogether unrepresented in that
House, have been greatly disappointed.”

P

Care Brerox.—The Spirit of the Times fur-
nishes us with the following piece of melan-
choly intelligence :—

““A boat belonging to St. Anne, contain-
ing six individuals, goteutangled in the ice,in
her passage from North 8ydney to that place.
The boat was found, completely imbedded in a
mass of ice, driven by the wind on the north
shore of the St. Anne’s, with her crew frozen
to death. Unfortunate men, they perished
within sight of their homes, and almost within
hearing of the voices of cheir friends, and yet
beyond the reach of human aid! One of them
was a married man named Matheson, by his
death two young children are left fatherless
and unprotecied ; the remaining five are young
unmarried men. Two of them were to have
been married in afew days, and it was for the
purpose of purchasing supplies for the expected
wedding that they bad undertaken the hazard-
ous voyage to North Sydney, at such a boister-
ous srason, thus risking and eacrificing their
lives.”

ResponsiBLE GovErNnmEeNT,—The following
remarks, which we copy from the Quebec Ga-
zette, give the practical results of this much
lauded system of government, after four years
trial in Canada:—

“ We have bad the system publicly proclaim~
ed, as understood by its friends, and recogui-
sed by Governors four years past, and profes-
sed to be acted upon for three years. Judging
by “the fr ? we should say hitherto itt
produced the worst Goverpment that ever pre-
vailed in Canada; we appesl to facts ; to Lord
Sydenham’s Ordinances, the re-union of the
Provinces, based on an apportionment of the
representation, destruciive of the professed
principle of governing ¢ in accordance with
the well understcod wishes of the people, as
ressed through their representatives,” large
sams of money permanently appropriated with
out the consent of the people, and burthening
them with debts which they never contracted,
organised viclence, resulting in murders, to
carry & number of elections, places promised
and bestowed to buy off opponents representa-
tives of the people ; increased salaries allowap-
ces and contingencies ; new debts and taxes,
the ereation of numerous offices not required

by the peoble, and to be provided for at their
able of execution,
i steful expendi
rations not asked for by the country ; de-

|

creasing revenue, with diminished trade and
industry, and poverty spreading over the face
of the Province; und to conclude the whole,
collishon with the Imperial authority, and
repewed  discord, agitating its firebrands
thoughout the province, about the dicposal of
office and emoluments, without the least secu~
rity that these who hold them will ecarn the
money paid by the pecple, by adequate servi-
ces, rather than by being the mere tools of
those by whese * influence”. they obtain aad
hold their situations.”

‘“ We shall join .n the admiration of the £ys-
tem of my Lords Durham and Sydenham, ané
our ex-Ministers, when we see that it really
works for the ** peace, welfare and good gov-
ernment” of Canada, when it produces reforms,
not in words but in deeds. Till then, we shall
only look upon it favourably, as a means, we
hope an honest one, which may conduce to &
good end ; but the failme of two ministries 1n
two years, and the state into which they have
reduced or left the country, we confess, leaves
us but poor prospects.”

COMMUNICATED.

To BAfiss Layton, DMiss Susan Samuel, and
DMiss Johnson,
My Dear Friends,

I beg to acknowledge having accepted scme
weeks ago, through your kind medium, a bean-
tifully made Lawn Surplice, and six Handker-
chiefs, all of which were presented to me, 28
you stated, by many of mv former parishioners,
as trifling tokens of their sincere regard for past
labours: if my memory is not incorrect, you
also expressed a flattering wish, at the time 0
presentation, that I might for many years, be
spared to wear the Surplice in The Church of
God.

For all your expressions of Christian kindness
and undeserved approbation, for the offering®
of handkerchiefs and surplice, the habit whose
white colour aptly represents the innocency an
righteousness, at which the Christian Priest
should continually aim; for all of these, accept
such poor return as 1 can ofler, the gralclul
thanks of a full keart. Accept my best wishes
that God may soon return seven told into the
bosom those fruits of affection and regard which
I'have lately received trom those to whose
bounty I have not the Jeasc claim. And accept
the sincere assurance that altho® five years of
my life have now rolled away since officie}
duties, the most racred and responsible, have
been terminated in my first field of labour, t0
the cuitivation of which, imperfect and unskil®
ful as it was, an anxious heart has been devo*
ted. I have not forgotten during this chequer-
ed interval, to remember in my prayers at the
Throne of Grace, those with whom I was pri*
vileged for a few years to enter into the court®
of the Lord’s House together, and to walk in 1
as frieads.

I must apolegise to youn, and through your
medium, to all my other kind benefactors, for
not making a more timely acknowledgment ©
the undeserved gifts to which allusion has bees
made ; but I entertained a pleasing hope that
long ere this it would have been in my power,
with the permission of the Rector, to havere-
turned my best thanks to all my friends from
the Pulpit in the Chapel of Saint Mary the Vir-
gin.

Believe me, most aflfectionately
and faithinily your friend,
JAMES HUDSON.
Miramichi, Feast of St. Matthias, 1844

Unrtep States.—The New York Sua say®
—Father Mathew, the distinguished Tempc™
ance Reformer of Ireland, havivg been kindly
offered a free passege to this country in any ©
the splendid London or Liverpool packets be
longing to Messrs. Grinnell, Minturn & Co0»
has accepted the offer in the same generots
spirit in which it was tendered, and intends 1©
come to New York in June.

Suicide of the Governor of Missouri —Gover*
nor Keynold committed suicide at Jeflersod.
Missouri, on the 9th inst. He was discovered
by the members of his family, lying perfectly
dead in his room. The manmner of his death
was as follows: He procured a rifle—fastene®
a string to the trizger, placed the muzzle against
his forehead, and shot himself. He left a letter
vpon his table, acdressed to Colonel W.0U-
Minor. Whether this memorial will disclos®
the causes which led 1o this melancholy evenb
is at present unknown.—New York Sun.

THE FLoobs I¥ ALABAMa have been almost
unprecedented : advi s of the 41
instant, state that the road from that city t©
Claiborne was inundated. The trees and bous®
tops where they were visible, were crowd®
1 7, and ducks and geese were sWi0™
been
tle
fast

f ¥ Ma
es from Mobi

Fences ha
carried away in all directions and much ea
swept off. -~ The waters were, however,
subsidi e

The Season in Louisiana.—Up to '}!"f:"’h
ult., there had been no winter 10 Louigian®
and, what is altogether unprecedented for forty
ar cane wzs in blossom 8

years before, the st :
that date, at Point Coupee, There had bee

no fro:t there whatever.

Texas —Mr Elliott, British Charge de Affarr
t Texas, has taken up his residence at .\t‘_“’
Orleans, to have a nearer or closer intercourse
with the new British Minister at Washing!0%
who 1s doubtle structed ag to the C"ll{?"' 1o
be pursued, in case annexation should be (:rl}""
mined upon.—President Hovston has undowd~
edly considered it a breach of good faith i the
sending negotiations with Great Britaiu to puﬁ
‘ resti but the peoPi€

on of aunexation ;
ons for it, and the new Preside v
rtant mea”

the qu
geem an :
be chosen in reference to this impo

nt Wi

sure, -~ New York Sun. e
Thirty theusand Valeutines went through
) A 1
New York Post Office on the 14th uil.




