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From the Veterinarizn for Nov. + 

On Dropping afer Calving —As 
the disorder of the cow designated 
puerperal fever, or dropping after cal- 
ving, is still an unsettled subject as 
toits true nature; 1 trust any facts 

that may be gathered: relative to the 
matter, althongh barren in themselves 
in point of elucidation; will not do 

any mischief by. farther.unsetiling the 
affair. I do mot presume any attempt 
at exposition ; I only “present to you 
a faw simple observations. 

._ First, the total absence of the or- 
dinary characteristics of fever in most 

d Frans 
id Joh 

anty, OF 

bo cases, through every stage of the dis< 
red 10 order, 

Secondly, the very sudden deve- 

i lopment of the disease in almost every 

i098 ase that occurs. , . . « 

ell Thirdly, the equally sudden recov< 

g bee? $y of the greater number of those 

ry Who were diseased. 

wi [The earliest symptoms that T have 
Lg Oliced are tremor of the extremilies, 

sift especially’ the hinder ones, which 

4 rapidly increases to staggeriug, and 
ends in total paralysis—ihie secretions, 

a? | especially that of milk, diminished in 
"Proportion as tha disease progresses — 

po the patient, when first down, perhaps 

Supnorting herself on her brisket, with 

st & er head turned 10 her flank and ma~ 

ro - king a piteous moan at almost every 

i ©Xpiration. If this latter stage of the 

io Complaint js not quickly remedied, 

a luk on -unable to maintam 
"'e this Josie, and lies prostrate on 

Jin "side, ; the eyes become amau- 

pot folic —ghe is quite insensible to any 
very object— io fect, she is uni- 

or ally paisied. The breaihing be 

oof Comes upnaturally slow, and in some 

we Instances sterjorous, and in this con- 

or dij death usually winds up the af- 

pit? ar, ; 

i Now, Sir, with regard to treat- 

oto ‘Ment, Viewing it as an inflammatory 

per Or febrile disorder, I have bad res 

Pit €ourse to the ordinary antiphlogistic 

he Temedies, but swhere 1 have relied on 

Td these remedies 1 have invariably been 

- “Sappointed.., The. depletive plan, 

i | With ime, Las proved a total failure. 

or i 0 This being ‘the case, I have for 

24 1 any years abandoned it, and Lave 

ond SGopted the oppasite, OF stimulant 

: nt. ; | doy however, occasionally 

= leed if I am called int th early stage, 

ed Ut never aan adgauced period. 

rt also take care to-administer some 

in Purgative early in my attendance, but 

A Place no reliance on it without a stim- | 

” i lang being added. I think, as a purs| 

gb | Alive, croton andmloes have the pre- 

ve | erence in this gase With me, and, as 
- 8 stimulent, large doses of spt. nit, 

«By % y with about two ounces of tinct. 

ofl, “A varibty of other stimulants 

pd | afl however, Xe used eitiog, :teg- 

; iY! ori combined; with equaily 

 B benetcig) resohs'; 1also usually rub 

f Simulating embrogation well into 
ey back and loins, and apply a sheep 

over gil. 1 think a turpentine 

ob Ci¥ster also of much service. Many 

rt Mien; under this plan of treatment 

jot ill be 0a their legs and Teeding, as 
Nothing had happened, in rom 

ral ~- i 
2 Welve 10 twehty four hours from’ the 

Hoan . 3 rv e MNinisiration of the first dose. This 
al i1aéad | ppstacarpal InvmaE 

is a fact worthy of remark, and every 
country ‘practitioner, I think, will re 
member that no farther doubt needs be | 
entertained ‘2s to their safety when 
once they can stand. 

I scarcely dare venture any re-| 
marks as 10 its nature, and the post- 
mortem examinations have not been 
attended with uniform results; but 
that it is a nervous disorder I think 
most practitioners will admit. It 
also seems peculiar to the cow, and 
likewise to the period of = parturi- 
tion. 

It appears to me'io depend on a 
morbid impression made on the ner- 
vous fibrillz of the uterus and ajacent 
parts, which is communicated 10 the 
spinal cord and brain, the conse- 
quence of which in a suspension or 
total destruction of nervous function, 
and this independant of inflamatory 
action, and in its nature quite as in- 
explicable as tetanus and some other 
nervous disorders If congestion 
of the brain and spinal marrow exist, 
may not that be regarded as a con~ 
sequence quite as much as a cause? 
IT this view ol the case is reasona~ 
ble, it will not be difficult to under- 

stand why stimulants effect a cure 
when other remedies fail. If amor- 

bid impression is the cause, a coun~ 
ter impression is indicated, and ne- 
cessary for the restoraiion of the ner- 
vous function, and this appears to be 
best effected by the remedies which 
pass under the class of stimulants, 
Of course, in this case, as in all oth- 
ers, some. modifications under. car~ 
tain circumstances will be neceesary, 
and which can alone be determined 
by the practitioner in attendance. 

Rheumatism.—1Is very commen 
in this country, especially during the 

wet seasons, in those places where 

the variation in the temperarure is 

great, as in the Cedid districts. I 

frequently attacks in the night, and it 

is by no means unfrequent that a horse 

is in perfect health in the “evening, 
and is taken from bis picket in the 

morning with scarcely a limb to stand 

on. Sometimes it attacks ore limb, 

and sometimes tbe whole are affected. 

The cure is similar to the attack; for 

sometimes one leg will suddenly re- 

cover, or it will shift'from ope leg to 
the other. 

Although it is more frequent in this 

country, I did not think it is so diffi- 

cult to rémove as in Europe. T have 
generally met with the greatest ,s0c- 

cess from bleeding, hot fomentations 

and warm clothing. If this should 

not succeed, and the animal is In high 

condition, the bleeding may be repea- 

ted. A rowel or séton may be open- 

ed contizuous to the affected part, 

and the part itse!l may be ‘blistered. 

These last remedies are scargely ever 

required in this.eouniry,as the disease | 

usvally disappears under the first 

mode recommended. 

Spavins and. Splents.— There is a 

small bone attached by ligaménts (0 

edch side of the. upper’ part “of the 
common bones fonmog the lower 

parts of the hock and knee joints. 

These small bones are {efmed the 
metatarsal bones ‘ia’ the hocks, anc th 

knees. 

| anawral spring to prevent concussion; 
| for there is no animal that moves with | 

seven days it should be repeated, and, 

are quite removed, frictions twice 
a=day ol strong mercurial cintment, for 
afew days, should succeed. 
blister may increase the swelling, but 
it will abate with the effect of the blis- 
ter. 

recommend firing round the parts af 
fected, which will tighten the skin 
and act as a kind of natural bandage. 
At the Veterinary College, the firing 
1s recommended previous to blistering; 
but I should imagine this mode of 
hardening the skin would render the 
blisters 
frictions less pevious to the parts, ins 
dependent of the unsound appearance 
which firing produces, and which we 
would evade if possible. 

is properly a sulphate of lime. 
ter may be considered as one of the 
most valuable: of what are called the 

One oftstime 

their ¢hief properties is to receive 
part of the weight of the animal when 
in action; and their. rcepeciive liga 
mentgy elongating each’ time ae 
weight of the animal descends, acts as 

so much velocity and so little concus« | 
sion as the horse : this proceeds, in | 
a great measure, from the nuber of 
natural springs which be possesses in 
the knees, hocks, fetlocks, and 
feet, 

It the horse is worked too young 
or too much, or if in shoeing the foot 
is pared away more on tke inside than 
the emtside quarter, the weight of the 
animal descends more on the inside 
of the leg than nature designed, and 
inflammation of the ligaments is effec 
ted, by which bony matter is secreted, 
and the ligament loses its pliability 
and becomes hard and bony. Ex- 
crescences of the same will also in- 
crease the bulk and injure the action 
of the joint. 

[fit is discovered in its earliest 
stage, it may generally be reduced by 
that treatment which will increase the 
action of the absorbent system. Wits 
this intent, four quarts of blood may 
be taken to relieve the pain and in- 
flammation, and one of the following 
bolusses may be given every morn. 
ing ~~ 
Take of Venice turpentine 4 oz. 

+ + Yellow resin ditto 
~~. Squills, powdered 1-2 0z. 

24 » Oil of mint or aniseed ditto. 3 

Mix antl divide into twelve bolussus, 
A blister of he following should be 

rubbed over the part afflicted: —Take 
of Spanish flies powder 1.2 oz. 

Corrosive sublimate 1-2 dr. 
Spirits of turpentine 4 oz. 

Mix for use. 

The corrosive sublimate should be 
previously dissolved ina table spoon~ 
ful of spirits of wine, strong brandy, 
or arrack. 

This blister should be thoroughly 
rubbed in, after which'it may be 
tied up with a bandage. After six or 

when the effects of the second blister 

The 

If the complaint yet resists, I would 

and subsequent mercurial 

r 

Gypsum —This substance, called |, 
also Plaster of Paris, or plaster, is one 
of the many salts of ime, and is com- 
posed, when pu rey. of lime 33, sulphu- 

acid, 44, and water 21, so that it 
Plas- 

a 
1 

Yat: 
Ham g matures, and its uses, al 

ready extensive, is ‘annually rapidly 
increasing. Fortunately, the supply 
of this valuable substance is quite 
abundant in the United States, parti- 
cularly in the central and western 
counties of New York, where, in 
connexion with clover, it forms the 
great support of the staple crop, wheat 
and gives an gstonishing fertility, to the 
soil. The modus operandi of plaster * 
or the manner ‘in which it’ produces 
its effects, have been the subject of 
much speculation, and various theo- 
ries have been proposed, most wf 
which the advance of science has 
shown to be untenable, Some have 
supposed that its actions .was. to. be 
atiributed 10 the foree with which it 
absorbed and retained water for the 
use of plants. Others have contend. 
ed, that it acts by favoring the decom- 
position of animal and vegetable mat- 

 
-
 

ters ; but Davy showed that the mix- 
ture of plaster with these substances 
does facilitate decomposition. Chap- 
tal supposed that its value arises from 
its stimulating properties, which are 
prevented from being destructive, like 
some of the other salts of lime, by 
the slowness with which it is dissol- 
ved in water. He seys, *¢ the solu. 
bility of plaster in water, appears to 
be of precisely the degrees most bes 
neficial to plants ; 300 parts of water 
will dissolve only one of plaster. Tts 
actions is, therefore, constant and uni- 
form without being hurtful. The or- 
gans of plants are excited by it with- 
out being irritated or corroded, as 

they are by these salts which, being 
more soluble in water, and carried 
more abundanly into plants. Ano. 
ther theory has been lately proposed 
by Professor Liebig, which is cer- 
tainly very ingenious, and explains 
the action of plaster in connexion with 
the presence of nitrogen in plants, 
more satisfactorily than any yet ad- 
vanced. 
first to discover that ammonia was a 
constant constituent in the atmos- 
phere, and on this fact bis theory is 
based. We quote from Silliman’s 
‘Journal : *¢ this fertility arises excla- 
sively from thie fact, that thé sulphate 
of lime fixes in the ammonia dissolved 
in the atmosphere ; which would 
otherwise be volutilized with the wa- 
ter as it evaporated. The carbonate 
of ammonia contained in rain water, 
is decomposed in gypsum, in precises 
ly the same manger as in the menufac« 
ture of salt ammonia. Soluble sul 
phate of ammonia, and carbonate of 
lime formed, and this salt of armenia 
possessing. no volatility, 1s conse- 
quently: retained for the use of all 
plants,” 
Gypsum is scattered by the band 

at the rate of two or three bushels 
per acre, and its effects on ihe grass 
are perceptible fpr three or four years. 
It is best strewn when the leaves are 
wet with a slight rain of heavy detv, 
and after the leaves of the plants begin 
to cover the ground. Some have ob~ 
jected to the use of plaster, that it pro- 
duced.gicaler crops al: firsty but that it 
speedily exhausted the land and impo~ 
verished it.— Those who make this 
objection. probably took everything 
Jrom “the land, and returned nothing 
to ity relying on the plaster wholly lo 
keep up the fertility, a course manifestly 
erroneous, 

Professor Liebig was the 


