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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE.
We make the following extracts from
this document :—
TEXAS.
1 ‘communiczate ta congress the correspon-
dence between the Secretary of State and our
charge d’affaires in Texas, aud also the corres-

pondence of the latter with the authorities of

Texas; together with the official decuments
transmitted by him to his own government.
The terms of annexation which were offered
by the United States having been accepted by
Texas; the public faith of both parties is so-
lemnly pledged to the compact of their union.
Nothing remains to consummate the event, but
the pasaasge of an act by Congress to admit
the State of Texas into the Union upon an
equal footing with the original States. Strong
reasons exist why this shonld be done at an
early period of the session, It will be obzerved
that by the constitution of Texas, the existing
Government is only continued temporarily tiil
Congress can act; and tha the third Monday of
the present moath is the day appointed for hold-
iog the first general election. Qu that day, a
governor, a lieutenant governor, and both
branches of the legisiatnre, will be chosen by
the people.  The President of Texas isrequired
immediately after the receipt of official infor
mation that the new State has been admitted
iato our Union by Congress, to coavene the
legislature; and vpon 1ts meeting, the existing
government will be superseded, and the Siate
government organised. Questions deeply inte-
resting to Texas, in common with the other
States; the extersion of our revenue laws and
judicial system over her people and territory,
a» well as measures of a local character, will
claim the early attention of Congress; and,
therefore, upon every prinziple of republican
governmint, she onght to be represented in
that body without unnecessary delay., I can-
not too earnestly recommend prompt action on
this imporfant subject.

Assoon as the act to admit Texas as a State
shall be passed, the union of the two republics
will be consummated by their own voluztary
consent.

This accession to our territory has been a
bloodless achievement. No arm of force has
been raised to produce the result. The sword
has had no part in the victory. We have not
sought to extend our territorial possessions by
conquest, or eur republican igstitutions over a
reluctant people. Tt wss the deliberate ho-
mage of each people to the great principle of
our federative union.

If we consider the extent of the territory in-
volved in the annexation—its prospective infla
ence on America—the means by which it has
been accomplished, epringing purely from 1he
choice of the people the mselves, 10 share the
bleseings of our anion—rthe history of the world
may be challenged to furnish a parallel,

* . . - .

OREGON.

My attention was early directed to the ne-
gotiation, which, on the fourth of March last
1 found pending at Washineton between the
United States and Great Britain, on the gub-
ject of the Oregon territory. Three several
attempts had been previously made 10 seutle
the questions in dispute between the two eoun-
tries, 5y negotiation, upon the principle of

compromise ; but each had proved unsuvcess- |

ful,

Three negotiations took plice at London,
in the years 1813, 1824, and 1828 ; the two
first under the adminisiratton of Mr. N
end the last uander that of Mr. A The
negotiation of 1818 having failed to accon-
plish its object, resulted in the

dams,

] conven-
tion of the twentieth of October of wat
year. By the third article of that cog.

veption, it was “ agreed, that any country
that may be claimed by either party on the
northwest coast of America, westward of the
Stony n.ountains, shall, together with its har.
bouys, bays, and creeks, and the navigation of
all rivers withia the same, be free and open
{or the term of ten years from the date of the
signature of the present convention, to the
vessels, citi

ens, and subjects of the two pow-
ers; it being well understood that this agree-
meat is not to be construed to the prejudice of
any which either of the two high contractisg
parties may have to any part of the said coua-
try, nor shall it be taken to affect the elaim of
any other Power or State to aany part of the
said country ; the only object of the high cor-
gractiog partiesin thet respect being, to pre-

Menroe, |

vent disputes and difference among them-
selves.”

The negotiation of 1824 was productive of
no result, and the convention of 1818 was left
unchanged.

The negotiation of 1826, having also failed
to effect an adjustment by compromise, resulted
in the Convention of August 6, 1827, by which
it was egreed to conlinue in force, for an
indefinite period, the provisions of the third
article of the convention of the twentieth of
October, 18i8; and it was further provided,
that * it shall be competent, however, to eith-
er of the contracting parties, in case ei‘her
ehould thick fit, at any time after the 20th of
October, 1828, on giving due notice of twelve
months to the other contrecting party, to
annul and abrogate this conveation; and it
shall, in such case, be accordingly entirely
annulled, and abrogated, after the expiration
of the term of notice,” In these at:empts to
adjust the controversy, the parsllel of the forty
vinth degree of north latitnde had been cffered
by the Uuiied States to Great Britain, and
in those of 18i8 and 1526, with a further con-
cession of the free navigation of the Columbia
river south of that latitude, The parallel of
the forty ninth degree, from the Rocky Moun-
tains o its intersection with the northeastern-
most bramch of the Columbia, and thence
the channel of that river to the sea, had been
cffered by Great Britain, with an addition of a
small detatched territery morth of the Colum-
bia. Each ef these propositions had been
rejected by the parties respectively,

In October, 1843, the Envoy Extraordinary
and Minister Plenipotentiary of the United
States, in London, was authorized to make a
similar offer to those made in 1818 and 1826
Thus stoed the question, when the negotiation
was shortly afterwards transferred to Wa:h-
ingtor ; and, on the twenty third of August,
1844, was formally cpened, under the direcii-
on of my immediate predecessor, Lige all
the previous negotistions, it was based upon
priaciples of ** compromise ;” and the avow-
ed purpose of the parties was, “ to treat of
the respective claims of the two couatries (o
the Oregon terntory, with the view to esta-
blish a permanent boundary between them
Westward of the Rocky Mountaios (o the
Pacific Ocean.” Accordingly on the iwenty
sixth of August, 1844, the British Plenipoten-
tiary offered to divide the Ore gon_territory by
the forty niath parallel of gorth latitude, from
the Rocky Mouatains to the poiat of its inter-
section with the northeasternmost branch of
the Columbia River, and thence down that
River to the sea; leaving the free navigation
of the river to be epjoyed In common by bhoth
parties—the country south of this lice to be-
losg to the United States, and that north ef
it to Great Britain. At the same time, h
proposed in addition, to yield to lhe‘”L"L::uf»;
States a detatcked territory, north of the Co-
lumbia, exrending along the P
Strai's of Fuca, from Bulfinch’s harbor inclu-
sive to Hood’s cansl, and to make ftee 10 the
Usiited States any port or ports south of lati~
tude forty nice degrees, which they might
desire, either on the main land or on Qu J
and Vazcouver’s Island.

adra
With the exception
of the free ports, this was the same offer which

had been made by the Bri

and rejected by
the American Goverament, in the

negotiation

of 1826. This proposition was properly re-
jected by the American Plenipotentiary
¥ " - 4]

the day it was submiited, —This was

on
the oniy

propesition of compromise offered by the Bri.

ish Plenipotentiary.

The proposition on the
part of Greut Britain haviag been rejected,
the British Plenipoteatiary requested that a
propesal should be made by the Uaited State 8

for * an equitable adjustmet of uest

e quesii.

on.”
When I ca.ne into office, I found this (o te

te of the negotiation. Though enter-

British
tle could not be maintained to
Oregon territory, upon any
ublic law recognizad by nations,
yet nee to what had been done by
my predecessors, znd especially

:
‘

1’ consideras
ion taat propositions of compromise b

ad been

thrice made by two preceding 2
to adjust the question on the parallel
! ]

nige degrees, and.in two of them yiel

smbi th A .
h.ITb.B, and t tie pea_‘A 1g Degotiation had
'8

been commenced oa the basis of compy ymise

. . s -
I deemed it tobe my duty tc
breek it coff that un.

the ¢iii

icific and the

zens and subjects of the two powers held a
joint occupaney of the country, I was induced
to make another effort to settle this long pend-
ing controversy in the spirit of moderation
which had given birth to the renewed discus-
sion. A proposition was accordingly meade,
which wasrejected by the Britsh Plenipoten-
tiary, who, without submitting any other pro-
position, suffered the negotiation on his part
to drop, expresting his trust that the United
States would offer what he saw fit to call
‘¢ some further proposal for the settlement of
the Oregon question, more consistent with
feirness and equity, and with the reasonable
expectations of the British Government ”
The propsition thus offered and rejected, re-
peated the offer of the parallel of forty nine
degrees of north latitude, which had been
made by two preceding Administrations, but
without proposing to surrender to Great Bri-
tain as they had done, the free navigation of
the Columbia River. The tight of any foreign
power to the free navigation of any of our ri-
vers, through the heart of our country, was
one which I was unwilling to concede. It
also embraced a provision to make free to
Great Britain any portor ports on the cape of
Quadra and Vancouver’s Island, south of this
parallel, Had this been a new question, com-
ing under discussion for the first time, this
proposition would not have been made, The
extraordinary and wholly inadmissable de-
mands of the British Government, and the re-
jection of the proposition made in deference
alone to what had been done by my predeces
sors, and the implied obligation which their
acts eeem to impose, afford satisfactory evi-
dence that no compromise which the United
States ought to sceept, can be cffected. With
this conviction, the proposition of compromise
which bad been made and rejected, was, by
my direction, subsequently withdrawn, end
our title to the whole Oregon territory asserted,
and, as is believed, maintained by irretragable
facts and arguments.

The civilized world will see in these proceed.
ings a spirit of liberal concession on the part
of the United States; and this Government
will be relieved from all responsibility which
may follow the failure to sectle the controver-
sy.

All attempts at compromise having failed it
becomes the auty of Cosgress to congider what
measures may be proper to adopt (or the secu
rity and protection of.our citizens now inhabi-
ting, or who muy heratter iahabit Oregon, and
for the maiatenance of our just title to that
teritory. In adopting measures for this pur-
poee, care should be taken that nothing be done
to violate the stipulations cof the convention
The faith of
tresties, ia their letter and spirit, has ever

of 1828, which is stillin force.

been, and, 1 trust, will ever be scrupulously
observed by the United :tates. Under that
convention, & year’s notice is required to be
given by either party to the other before the
joint oceupancy shall terminate, and before
either can nghtlully assert or exercise exclu-
sive jurisdictien over any portion of the terri-
tory. This notice, it would, in my judgement,
be proper to give; and [ recommend that
provisions be made by law lor giving it eaccord
and terminating, in this me

ingly, iner, the

convention of the sixth of August, 1827,

It will become proper for Congress to deter-
mine what legiclation they can, in the mean-
time, adopt

Beyond all

ithout violating this convention.

quesiion, the protection of our
laws and ouwr jurisdiction, civil and erim val,

ousght to be in

diately extended over our
citizens in Oregoa, They have had jost cause
to compizia of our ]):'g negiect In this parti-

cular, and have, in cons quence, been compel-

far t) v 1
ed, for their own secun y and pratection, to

istonal Government

for them-

in their allegiance, snd ardent

ament 1o the Usited

8, they
cast upoa their own resources
nxious that our laws showld be

d over them, end I recommend thay

this be done, by Congress, with

as little delay
possible, in the full extent to which (he

¢h Pariiament have

fn : ,

lor regulating the
and eriminal
B paitso! North Amer-

=
' Critain extended her
laws and jurisdiction, iy L and er

ica.’ By

iminal, over
ged in the for trade ia that
By it, the Courts of the

vere empowered to take

her subjects eng

territory. ot
of Upper Canada

coguizauce of causes, civil aud eriminal.

Jus- {

—

ticea of the Peage, and other judicial officers
were authorized to be appinted in Oregon,
with power to execute all process issning from
the courts of that Province ; and to *sit aod
hold Courts of Record for the trial of criminal
offences and misdemeanours,” not made the
subject of capital punishment: and also of ¢iv*
il cases, where the cause of action shall pot
‘exceed in value the amount or sum of twe
hundred pounds.’

Subsequent to the date of this act of Parlié-
meut, a grant was made from the ¢ British
Crown’ to the Hudson’s Bay Company, of the
exclusive irede with the Indian tribes in the
Oregon territory, subject to a reservation thef
it shall not operate to the exclusion *of b
subjeets of any foreiga states, who, under, orbf
force of any conveation, for the time beit
between us and such foreign states rupﬂ-"i'f'
ly, may be eatitled to, and shall be engaged ®
the said trade.

1t is much to be regretted, that, while unde!
this act British subjscts have enjoyed the P/
tection of British laws and British judieial ¥
bunals, throughout the whole of Oregon, Apet®
can citizens, in the sume territory, have €0
ed no such protection from their goven
\t the same time, the resalt illustrates the e4*
recter of our people and their institutions
gpite of this neglect, they have mulliplit""‘
their number is rapidly increasing in hat ¥
ritory.

They have made no app:al to aroh
but have peacefuily fortified themeelyes in 1% é
new homes, by the adoption of rrpubli”‘“
stitutions for thewmselves ; furnishing .
example of the truth that self-govers ;
ioherent in the American breast, and ®
It is due to them that they she!
embraced and protected by our lawe

Itia deemed important that our laws 585
ting trade

prevail.

-

and intercourse with the
tribes, east of the Rocky Mountains, sho
extended to such tribes as dwell beyo® .‘
The increasing emigration 1o O"‘”.l"
the care and protection which is due {[Om""
government to its citizens in that distast reg!
make 1t our daty, asit is our interest 184
livate amicable relations with the India® - A

of that territory. For this purpose ”. in§
mend that provision be made for establits
cies st

&n Indien agency, and such sab agen
be deemed necessary, beyond the Rocky
taine.

ey 0B
For the protection of emigrants whilé
their way 10 Oregon, against the aits® .
ludiun tribes occupying the couptry ¥ ilM'
which they pass, I recommend that 8 o
number of etockades and block house fo ’
erected along the vsual route between e XY
tier setdements on the Missouri sad 1B of
mountsine, aod that an adequate i
mounted riflemen be raisedto gﬂlfd‘f
them on their jouriey. The nnmedli(';n

: 0!
tion of these recommendations bY ecli"i

dp
sdo

will not violate the provisions of th ore ot
It will be doing nothing ™

. ve
American citizens than British laws h:‘m, tet”

treaty.
since dome for British subjects in the

ritory, m(h’
It requires eeveral months to P"{o e
voyege by sea from the Atlantic state® i
gon ; and although we have a large nee em
whale ships in the Pacific, but fe¥ ntellic
afford an opportunity of interchangivg * g
gence, withoat great delay, b’“'"nov.iu‘
tlements in that distant regton, and the
Siates. An overland mail is believ® ce
cticable; and the importa®
ce 8 M0
dﬂ.(lﬂ'

entirely  pra
ng such a mail, at least one
is submiitted te the favorable cond!

estabirel

Congress

o8~
It is to be submitted to the "qu of:‘ t
gress to detsrmine whether, &t |he|'l' ¥ th
Session, end until after the expuration gdop”
years notice, any other measures may ~ 1897
ted, consistently with the C"“"n“?n gon
for the eecurity of our citizens " et ¥
t will ultimately be wise 80 pwpmoli'
n yeral grants of land 10 the 2:"6"
pioncers, who, anidst privations a8 pabilish
lead the way through savage tribes mceu -
the vast wilderness ‘ntervening o ho cul
frontie ttlements and Orego0, and Th 'oﬂr
tivate, end are ever ready to ddcnhpxher they
Tam fally eatisfied. To doubt WE- conves”

will obtain such granis, as s008 a8 b f"ll Bric

tion between the Uaited States and O

tsin shall have ceased to eXish wou Jing the

doubl the justice of Congress j but ?c:dgldu
it is worthy :"c"::l e

tof

yecars notice, .

whether a stipulation 0 thi 4

made, consistently with the #piri

ventlion. 4 m.‘"
The recommendations which [ bav

¥
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