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The following highly interesting and instructive
article is copied from the Dublin University
Magazine. It is compiled from several re-
cently published works on

NEW ZEALAND.

New Zealand, the most recent, remotest,
and least civilized of our colonies, has been lat-
terly brought a good deal before the publie, and
we are, led by this circumstance, as well as by
the appearance of several new works, to sub-
mit to our readers some account of it, its capa-
bilities, and present com.liti_on. N(twi_th-
standing the repulsive associations by which
they are most known—their canibalism and re-
peated atrocities—the New Zealanders are, of
2ll the natives of the South Seas, the most in-
teresting. They have, from their first disco-
very, exhibited a more vigorous, physical, and
a more promising intellectual character, than
any other Austral people. Unlike the gentle,
but voluptuous Otaheitans, they evince a bold
spirit of independence, and, as our extracts
shew, a generosity of feeling rarely met with
in savage life. In their sensibility to the im-
portance of civilization they present, too, a
marked contrast to most barbarous tribes.
Far from being indifferent to improvement,
they are eager to learn, and adapt themselves
to Kuropean habits with a facility which, in a
people sowild and fierce, is altogether singular.

New Zealand consists of two large, and ma-
ny small islands, extending between 35° and
47° of south latitude, and 166 © aad 179 ° of
east longitude, about 19 © east of Van Dieman’s
Land, and is, as is well known, the land near-
est to the antipodes of England. Three months 4
took Mr Wakefield there from Plymouth, and it
is ten days’ sail from Sydney. = The two large
islands are called in ‘most of the maps New
Ulster and New Munster. In some they are
named—the former by the native appellation
of Eaheinomauwe, the latter after our queen,
Victoria. They are, however, best known by
the denominations of North Island and Middle
Island. They stretch from north to south, aid
are separated by a marrow channel called
Cool’s Strait. Middle Island is again separated
by a channel of about the same width—Fo-
veaux’s Strait—from South Island, called also
Stewart’s Island, and sometimes Leinster’s
Island. The population is said to amount to
to from one hundred and forty to one hundred
and eighty thousand, the whole of which pum-
ber are on the north island, except about four
thousand, who live on the south island. Moun-
taing run along the central length of North and
Middle Island, sloping to the sea, and leaving
on either side vast extents of forest, and plain,
and pasture. Many of the summits are in the
region of perpetual snow, and at an elevation
little less than that of Mont Blanc. Mount
Egmount bears some resemblance in form and
height to the Peak of Teneriffe, and the pointed
mountains called the ¢ Lookers-on,” supposed
to be nearly as high, tower in sharp peaks,
snow-clad for fifieen hundred feet from the
summit. Many rivers, and some of considerable
size, descend from these central ranges, leaving
the country well watered, and secure from the
long-continued droughts that prevail in New
South Wales. The climate is similar to that of
the south of England, but more invigorating,
aud Dr. Dieffenbach says, that the children of

Europeans born there do not, as in New South |
Wales and Van Diemen’s Land, deteriorate |
from the original stock.  The generalaspect of 4 bt they have
the vegetation of New Zealand is of a glossy Fetib 2N

green, owing to its being mostly made up of

evergreens, and thus it presents a striking con- i
trast to the glancous landseape of New South
Wales, which is mostly composed of the paler
hues of the Eucalypti, Casnarine®, Acacic,and |
1t is a remarkable faet,that aithough |

Banksias.
New Zealand has many kinds of plants idenu-
al with those of Europe, South America, and
Australia, yet the greater number of species,and
even genera, are peculiar to the country, and
that thus, with a few adjacent islands—Chat-
ham, Auckland, and Macquarres—it forms a
botanical centre.  In many districts the land has
a volcanic look, and barren hills are seen with-
out rich valleys, and with so little level ground,
that terraces are cut in them to build on, but
the scenery is often most beautiful, as luxuriant
as that of the Brazils, and more dive d.
The soil is very generally a rich vegetable
mould, but though well suited to the production
of all our articles of food, it has few indigenous
adible vegetables or fruits;and in New Zealand
there are no native animals fit for eating, except
the birds of its forests, and the fish around its
coasts. New South Wales has neither the
bread-frait tree nor the palm.  New Zealand
has one species of the, latter, but neither does it
possess the bread-fruit tree. It has, however,
the edible and many varieties fern—one
kind, as seen in its landscape, and in pictures
of the country, has the aspect of a palm. The
geographical ~ position of New Zealand in ref.
rence to Australia and South Ameri
lities: for internal communication by water, its
numerous harbours, its coal, timber, and teem-
ing soil, all encourage the hope that it is desti-
ned to be at some futare period a great com-
mercial and agricultural country.

These islands were first discovered in 1642,
by Abel Jansen Tasman, a Dutch Navigator,
who gaverthem their present name in honor of
his native land. Tasman had been seit on a
voyage of discovery by Antony Van Dieman,at
that time governor of Batavia, and of the Dutch
possessions ih the East. T

fruits of ¢ lut

Tasman’s voyage was the discovery of Van
Dieman’s Land, so called by him after his pa-
tron ; the next his arrival in New Zealand. He
named its north western extremity Cape Maria
Van Dieman, after the governer’s daughter, to
whom he was attached ; but some of his crew
having been killed by the natives, he called the
waters in which he anchored the Bay of Mur-
derers, and sailed away without making any
further effort to extend his researches. His
conviction was that the land he left was the
Terra Incognita Australis, the great antarctic
continent, which was at that period the favorite
object of geographers. = This impression remain-
ed unquestioned among the learned until the
year 1769, when it was dispelled by Cook, who
circumnavigated the islands, and gave his name
to the strait which divides them. Mr Polack
mentions, that the son of a chief, whose father
had been killed by Cook in self-defence, assu-
red him that when our great navigator’s ship
was first seen on their coasts, the natives took
it for a bird, and gazing on the sails, spoke to
each other of the beauty of its wings. Observ-
ing next, that a smaller bird, unfledged—that
is, a boat without sails, descendod into the wa-
ter, bearing a number of party-coloured beings,
apparently of human shape, ' they looked on the
bird as a houseful of divinities. The dischar-
ges of the muskets seemed to them as thunder,
and they ascribed the unseen manner of the
death of their chief to a thunderbolt from the
gods. Cook appears to have taken a great in-
terest in New Zealaud, for between 1769 and
1777, he made it five visits, and it is to his
researches, and to those of Banks and Solan-
der, the able botanists who accompanied him,
that we owe the main portion of such know-
ledge as we have about it. While Cook was
first in New Zealand, De Surville, a French
mariner, arrived there. He was received with
hospitality, and some of his crew were sheltered
on shore by the natives during a gale which
Jasted several days. This kindness was ill re-
quited. De Surville having, during the storm,
lost a small boat, conceived, without any evi-
dence, that the natives had stolen it. He, at
all events, resolved to punish them, and inviting
Nahinni, the chief of that district, on board,
made him prisoner. He then set fire to the
very villages where his men had been sheltered,
and sailed away with the unhappy chief, who
died of a broken heart. We mention this
circumstanee, as it may in some degree palliate
or at least account for the vengeance which the
natives afterwards wreaked on Europeans. In
about a year after this event, another French-
man, Captain Marion du Fresne, reached these
islands, in command of an exploring expedition,
consisting of two ships. He was received with
every appearance of a generous confidence, and
Marion supposed that he had completely gained
the affections of the people. A savage, howe-
ver, neither pities nor forgives; and in war, and
much less in'revenge, has no shadow of chival-
rous feeling. Marion had gone in his boat with
sixteen men on one occasion ashore-amongst
these friends, as he had often done before.
While the men were dispersed collecting wood,
the natives mingled with them in numbers, and,
turning suddenly aguinst them, put every man
to death but one, who managed to conceal

him and swam to the ship with his fearful
tale. His companions were killed and devour-
ed. We do not marvel that M. Crozet, the

next in command, with his remaining crew,
took ample vengeance.
musketry on a crowd of these natives, and after
having killed numbers, set fire to two of their
villages. Whether all this bloodshed arose out
of De Surville’s conduct, or from some uninten-
tional oflence against native usages, given by
Marion or his erew, ver transpired. The
New Zealanders have no tradition of the cause,
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Wales, was sent to New Zealand.
were extended in 1840; and in 1841 New Zea-
land was separated from the government of New
South Wales, and given a governor and legis-
lative com 3

i s. A bishop and twely
the Church of Fngland were at the
sent ont, and there are now ther
ministers of other denominations. We may
observe that the right of Great Britain to these
islands was recognised by the European pow-

ers at the peace of 1815.

same time
about seventy

The first effort made for the civilization of

New Ze:
Society, u
muel Marsden, whose mtrepidity wr
evinced in the eourse of the undertal
Judgment and zeal. This excellent man was
at the time principal chiplain of New South

"ales, and had before been eminentlv suceess-
i issions in Tahiti; but when,
in 1810, he suggested to the Church Mission-
ary Society to blish one in New Zealand,
his proposal was very generally regarded as
hopeless and extravagant. The savage scenes
enacted there had impressed the public with
this convietion, and it was strengthened by the
opinions of the traders and crews whose deal-
ings connected them with these islands. The
leaders of the Church Missionary Society taking
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come to this reso-
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Marsden had, for a considerable period previ-
ously, watched for the appearance of such New
Zealanders as the whalers and sealers, or other
traders, occasionally brought te Port Jacksen,
and took them to his house there. He was thus
enabled to compare their characters and capa-
bilities with those of the other South Sea islan-
ders where missions had succeeded, and arrived
at the conclusion—since shown to be correct—
that the New Zealanders were not only a peo-
ple of stronger intellect, but also less tenacious
of their usages, and, for both reasons, likely to
prove succeptible of civilization. By Mr Mars-
den’s advice, instruction in farming, flax dress-
ing, and in some of the most useful mechanical
arts, was combined with the main object of the
mission ; and in a very few years after, he was
enabled to state, as one of the results, that there
was a vast increase in the quantity of land
brought under cultivation by the natives. We
refer to this aspect of the mission, its civilizing
influence, not only as an important incident in
the history of these islands, but also as one
which might have suggested to companies pro-
fessing much interest for the aborigines, some
more equitable mode of remunerating them for
their lands, than that of purchasing an estate for
an adze or a blanket.

Mr Marsden also very much extended our
acquaintance with the geography of New Zea-
land. In his second visit, he walked acress
the country from the Bay of Islands to the west
coast, and discovered a large river, called by the
natives the Shukehonga, but to which he gave
the name of the Gambier. Its banks were
crowded with populous villages, and the inhabi-
tants a finer race than those on the eastern side.
In his third visit, he explored the greatest parts
of the coasts, as well as of the inland districts.
The last of his many visits to New Zealand
was in 18387. It is to be regretted that his
duties in New South Wales did not permit him
to make it his fixed station,

When Tasman first saw the New Zealanders,
he was struck by their resemblance to the Ja-
panese. Itis now the prevalent opinion amongst
the learned in such matters that the Polynesian
nations, and those of the islands of the eastern
seas come from a common stock—the Malays—
or as some hold, the Javanese. There can be
no doubt that the New Zealanders are of the
same family as the other South Sea Tribes,
excepting the natives of New Holland and its
adjacent lands, who appear to be of African
origin. A native of Tahiti, who accompanied
Cook, found little difficulty in conversing with
the New Zealanders, and in language, physical
conformation, religion, especially in the preva-
lence of the ordinance or law of tapu, or taboo,
as well as in some of their traditions, there is a
resemblance between the New Zealand tribes
and those of the other islands of the south seas.

The New Zealanders are a handsome people.
Mr Earle—an artist—was so much struck with
the symmetry and air of some of them whom he
saw at Port Jackson, that he determined to
proceed to their country to ascertain whether
the race, in general, was equal to its speci-
mens; and to this incident we owe the liveliest
work on New Zealand. The men are tall,
muscular, and well-proportioned. = Their co-
lour a clear brown, often lighter than that of a
native of the south of France. The eyes dark
and full, the hair generally black, and lank, or
slightly curled, and teeth white and regular.
¢ Their physiognomy,’ says Dr. Dieffenbach,
< bears no signs of ferocity, but is easy, open,
and pleasing. Their cranium,’ he adds, ¢ often
approaches, in shape, the best and most intel-
lectual European heads.” The women are not
in general as handsome as the men; but this, in
a great measure, arises from their being em-
ployed in field cultivation, in carrying wood, and
in all rude labour. The daughters of chiefs,
whoare not exposed to such hardships, are of-
ten of great beauty, with a modest demeanour,
and much natural grace. All the travellers

agree in describing the half-cast population of

Europeans by native women, as strikingly fine.
"This account of their externals would hardly
prepare us for the ferocity of character and de-
pravity of habits which prevailed among them
a few years ago, and which continue in dis-
tricts beyond the sphere of European intercourse
or missionary stations.

The introduction of pigs and potatoes by
Cook, und that of the musket a few years later,
make two important eras in the annals of New
Zealand. Before their intercourse with Euro-
poans, they lived chiefly on fern-root, (pteris
esculenta,) or the sweet potatoe, which is
known in all the South Sea Islands, and called
by them the kumara, or on fish. When first
discovered, the country had, as we have intima-
ted, no indigenous mammalia, and birds were
rarely killed but for their feathers, which are
much used in their decorations and costume.
This probably arose from its being a troublesome
matter to catch the birds = The natives were
unacquainted with the use of bows and arrows,
and birds were taken by imitating their voices,
or by a decoy-bird. The common potatoe has
now become the national diet. They havealso
wheat, maize, all our European vegetables, and
pigs.  But the last they prefer exchanging,when
they can, for blankets, muskets, ammunition,
and implemeets of husbandry.  The potatoe
being easily grown in their richsoil, and culti-
vated mostly by women and slaves, is their
most used, if not their favorite diet. - Dr, Diefi-
enbach says that these changes have produced
very injurious effects—that their flax mats were
less irritating to the skin, and far more cleanly,
than the blankets which are superseding them,
and that their predatory excursions, and the
exertions needful to procure food, were far more
favorable to their health than the habits into
which, when not engaged in war, they are be-
ginning to fall.

From Chambers’s Edinburgh Journal.
COLUMN POR YOUNG PEOPLE.
BILLY EGG.

¢ Can you direct me to Mr William Egg's?’
said I'one morning to a smart’ shopman, who
was loitering at the door of a showy haber-
dasher in the principal street of a town in Ire-
land in which, fora few months, 1 once res-
ded. 1 had been told by twoe or three persons
that Billy Egg’s was the best shop in the place;
for that he, being a general dealer on a very
large scale, 1 should be sure to get ©every-
thing in the world® there. Moreover, I had
been instructed that he sold good articles at
a cheap rate; and being a stranger, I felt truly
glad that I had been recommended to a trades-
man on whom I could confidently rely. * Can
you direct me to Mr Egg’s?’ 1 repeated, seein
that the smart shopmen was so much occupi
either in admiring his window or his own per
son, that he had not at first attended to ¥
question. :

¢ I know no such person, ma’am,” he re li-
ed rather sharply; and as I now perceived that
the house bore the evidence of fresh paint a0
recent alterations, it occurred to me that the
smart shopkeeper might be a new.comer,
ignorant of the old residents. Nothing daubt-
ed, I next entered the shop of a neighboll“f’ﬁ
bookseller, and repeated my inquiries, but Wit
no better success, I then made my way '
that of a miliner; and though a youn% ﬁ:’ !
who was busily engaged at her needle, 100 ed
up for a moment with an arch smile, and then
turned away, as I plainly perceived, to représ®
a hearty laugh, her mistress dismissed me Wit
the expression of her opimion ¢ that no su€
person lived in that town, nor, she believed I
any other.’ 1 felt a little puzzled to kno¥
what the girl had found so ludicrous in M)
simple question, and wondered if my repeat€
disappointments had given me a forlorn ¥
< At any rate,’ thought I, ¢ this Mr Egg is 20
so generally known as 1 expected to find b
I had better walk up the street, and try if L¢3
discover ‘any ontward indications of his &
bode.’

1 spent a weary half hour in this endeavou®
and as it now seemed evident to me that “"f
considerable shop could belong to the object
my search, 1 lowered my tone in addressing 3%
old apple woman who sat behind a table €0ve™
ed with her stores at the corner of the s"‘ft'
¢ Pray, can you direct me to Billy Fgg's’
asked, dropping the Mr. altogether, and adop*”
ing the familiar term which had been used 1¢
me.

¢Och, then, to be sure I will, an’ welcomes
if it was a mile off; but there it’s just f?m“‘t
ye—that big grand shop there, wid the big »
thers gilt wid goold over de big windees.’ d

¢ My good woman,” I replied, ¢ I am afral
you must he mistaken ; the name there is V
liam Carter.’ :

¢ Och, don’t 1 know that ? but they call him
Billy Fgg, because all he has—and half th®
town that’s his—came out of an egg.’ fod

An exclamation of surprise escaped me, &
the old woman continued—¢ Och, but well he
desarves it, for he is a dacent man, and
to the poor, God bless him every day he Tiess
and make the heavens his bed at last!” _.

<As I took part of her speech as a hint %
myself, I gave her sixpence, and bel“’"“’f
there was some story worth the hearing, ! b'ega
ged my new acquaintance to call on me 1
evening, and relate it, instead of hindering
business and mine by Jistening to it at that
ment; although 1 suspect ghe would have

nothing loath to have given me the it 10ld
particular account there and then, for she 1€

me she knew eyery circumstancs ¢ conc
him and his.’ Vg

I proceeded without further delay to the " 52
grand shop,” where I saw in the master =
veritable Billy Egg. He was a fine portly it
sonage, with a good open countenance, ant .
was evident he could not have acquire® G,
nickname from bearing even the most €% e
resemblance te an egg. He served me "

- v Ot we
with zeal and civility, and my purchases
soon completed.

In the evening, my old apple-womd
true to her appointment, and from her T gat rter
ed the following particulars:—William C’il‘.,
was a poor boy, the eldest of a lnrge.f‘lm by
who, with their mother, were left Jestitute he
the death of their father. Their poor '.'e"e.
bours were charitable, as the poor, t0 theif oné
dit be it spoken, so often are; and one took ald
child, and one another, until something coce-
be thought of and done for their subsi® oty
William had made the most of the ’cauld
schooling kis father had afforded him, a0 dy»
read a little. He wus, moreover, # wice
hard-working boy: yet the only oecnpatiod on
was able to obtain was that of tending 8 €0 .
the border of “a large bog. In return 1¢ feds
service, he was comfortably lndged an ﬁici'
and for a time the clothes he had were s
ent. He was in the habit of saving an¥ .cd by
of printed paper which fell in his waY. a0 5
means of these he somewhat improve® &y
reading; for while the cow was munching ad"eg.
little Billy had ample time for his Swde s
without neglecting her either, fof he -m:l and
point of looking out for the sweetest grass
lending her to it.

By his care and attention, be g“;z
satisfaction to his employer, that by "’e
his clothes were worn out, he avas allow
ges sufficient to replenisb them; an
behaviour gave such confidenice anc,
bility to his faruily, that a neighbourid

n woe
her~

such
1ime

respect?”
g farme’
a cap>”

| engaged one of his younger brothers l)r,‘c farme’
{ city similar to his own. ;

» day t 3
Opne (0T aking:*

‘ : A

gave Billy a new-laid. goose PE‘T'.!«Eﬂonmhmﬂ
might make him a good meal, and b o act
of a dainty, and as a sort of return
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