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tops all the rest. Let us ascend ‘it. This is

very mountain on which Aaron died and
was buried. Now we are on its top, and pre-
pared to bring the prophets of Israel to the test
of actual facts. But, first, let us think what it
Wwas which they foretold regarding this land.
They foretold, 1st, That its soil should be utter-
Ay wasted; 2nd, That its cities should all perish;
3rd, That its commerce should be annihilated ;

Ath, That its people should be cut off.  Now,

€t us begin our survey:—
. IfEdom be- at this day a fertile and flourish-
ing. region—if her mountaius be occupied . by
Wenand cities, as of old, then let it be acknow-
led".ed that the prophets did not speak by the
pirit of inspiration. But if Fdom be a desola-
%ion, then let it be confessed that they were
Wspired. Now, look all around you; you see
the barg sides of the hills—you see how they
Offer 10 the winter’s tempest and the summer’s
%un nothing but naked flint. Observe the rug-
2ed crests of the mountains, how they range
ound us like the waves of a tumultuous sea
Yexed by the winds. Turn now 1o the west—
immediately beneath; you observe that
valley which runs along the foot of the
ﬁh; you see how its bosom is entirely covered
With sand_and flints. Could that valley be
Siltivated ? And yet that valley an former times
» in part at [east, clothed with vineyards,
Watered by streams from Mount Seir, Hath
fot J'hf"nh. as he said, *‘ siretched out upon
“.”'”‘"u of confusion and the stones of emp-
c;“‘-' > Turn now te the east. You per-
h."- looking over the summits of the moun-
“lu, that level plain on the east of them. You
“:'u“ trace the enclosures of its ancient fields,
i ‘h"‘!lpiofiu former cities.. . These. are
b;ﬁ‘ 10 which the Edomite, in days gone
h"‘mfoﬂh to'sow, and to which in astunm

ed to reap. Fhe southern winds have |

barieq 1
oy them beneath the sands of the wilder-
the g "!d_ne\'cr more, to the end of time, shall
"h:(be either sown or reaped. Is not this
the prophets said : ‘¢ From generalion
‘m&'urauou it -shall  lic waste 77 Look
»and look narrowly among the m‘ounmins,
T any of its cities remain. (ou may
"5 h them all without finding one of them—
h::i’e;'ﬂll,you gnd n-e:irums,, 50 f;r;l;rplul;:}ly
e een destroyed : ' [ wall lay Wy
s waste, and thou szult be desolate.”’  Lis-
itg Xt if perchance we may heas the hum of
Yarhy Y people.  All is silent. Nothing dl?-
the Ctllh\eun! unless, perchance, the eagle’s
s h';:tmuic wn'.dka:mnl'?.f the Arubdu:nhe. \:)r;
el to quicken i ce, and pas
:{“‘Qh this dm{lu(c coumr;?‘l And in the aw-
"h:ih‘“e of these hills, it scems as if we still
old: “"hﬁ echoes of that voice which eried of
ke o s Of th e b w
of Esau.
m'}‘ together on the plain of Beersheba—
different has been the fate of their posterity !
Vel thyy fate is in’ exact accordance with pro-
N’- We find the descendants of the youn-
oy, 00 in every country under heaven; but the
go:d‘danba of the latter are nowhere to be
R None now claim descent from Esau:
‘M;::: shall be cul off for ever.”” And asto
We ®of this country: had we stood where
h“e“:?"d eighteen centuries ago, we would
ing Edom ies of camels innumerable approach-
India, mh:,.mcv cast—s01n e “Ill'l the s§u1h$
ers with MQ::l‘l .‘h" pinr‘lvn of .:\lr.\bl(.;l,'fx :
Mmenia ; i ory and other merchandize o
Would h'. while, on the west of l(imn we
a ave seen them departing with their
lmy' . Soine to Egypt, some 10 Greece, some ',0
B o S e
2y has that trailic ne to d :
ey y), ut the whole extent of wilderness, now
;\am u::‘.’vc' -‘;";‘l cannot see a single 1rm'r-
vas 30 either oing or returning from
7:1‘::‘;‘ o‘i"‘lldﬂll q{: _fn‘)m l'.'dmAn him that
9 v and him that returneth.”
'!in‘,‘m‘ve shall descend. But nlx.):A—whn&
G’Wv t immediately beneath us? Look
Hreqn, OWh.  Yousee a little pluin, with a
hfmbb.c‘““mg it, and on the plamsome heaps
_“ —a broken arch—a few prostrate co-
: ic‘n:;d;"““"“.u“d, nru: pl:‘;u gou :':-c a per-
i ait of rock forme y the moun-
sy 20 you gee, moreover, that the rock is
Verag into dwvuin:, and tombs—that it is co-
w"“h the most magnificent srtuctures, not
by the by the hand, but hewn in the mountains
m!:u chisel.  What ruins are these? Ah!
Bl V@ the ruing of Petra, the capital of
dhq"‘h l“}hc palaces that stood on that plain
'bq,' h" Edomite while living; and in these
Yow o '® teposed when dead. "There js pot

. ingle inhabitant on the spot.

[
. ire scarcely near enough 1o see the bram-

o ereeping plants with which the ruins
“-m Plain !‘u-n:;:h us are mantled; but the
Wiy . & of the owl come dreanly up the moun-
M.,'“;"d the eagle's scream is sounding fiercaly
N‘h the hifls. "These are now the only te-
“dh:; the site of Petra.  Evervthing we seo
Ni.hm testifies to the exact and fearful necom-
"oldff'? of the doom pronounced on this city
Inq “;e lt‘\] terribleness hath dececived thee,
in e of thine heart, O thou that dwel-

. the clefty of the rocks, that holdest the
u,°‘ the hill. Though thou shouldest
Ty do Y Dest as highas the eagle; | will bring
Pdgm Wi from thence, saith the Lord. Also
& it thal llbea desolation ; every oue that gn"!_h
pla, L be astonished, and shall hiss st all
N!‘" thereol. ' As in- the overthrow of
“Qw"‘d_(iomornh. and the neighbour cities
* maith the Lord, no man shall abide

“d ' Ueither shall 2 son of man dwell in it
NM shall come up in her palaces, nettles
be lesin the fortresses thereof; and it
‘k%“? babitation of dragons, and a court

\Rh:?:: indeed is the history of this city, and
lesson which it reads t0' the Tnfidel.

THE GLEANER.

Tt teaches him that, thoughno new miracles are
now 10 bé Jooked for; to attest the truth of re-
velation, proofs marvellous and. manifold are
laid up in the earth around him, and are to be
brought forth, each at its appointed hour_, 19
shed a new beauty on the pages of ‘the’ Bible,
and to add te the evidence by whichits divinity
is.supported. , May mot a regu}'reclion, not,
dead prophers, but of dead cities, be awaiting
theworld? 'Those who spoke these predictions
can never retarnj bdt why ‘may not those
against whom they were spoken yet appear be-
fore us, totender their evidence ofthe complete
accomplishment of the predicted doom? Here
is Petra brought op from the grave, to preaeh
to the nations of the earth. “Here, on her an-
cient site, standing in sackeloth, is the metro-
polis of Edom bearing their testimony 1o the
truth of the prophets. That Petra, and, not
Isaish—not the prophet who predicted the
doom, but the city on which the doom has fal-
len—sheuld be summoned from the grave, i§
surely the more satisfactory kind of evidenoe
and the more consistent ,way, of dealing with
our understandings. It is only in our own day
that this witness to the inspiration’ of the pro-
phets has been raised. Thirty-six years agone
man knew where Petra had stood. She had pas-
sed from the earth more than a thousand years
before, and left no trace of her existence, save
the brief notices of her former grandeur which
are to be found in the pages of Strabo and his
contemporaries. Her doom remained inscribed
on the scroll of prophecy, but we wanted cir-
cumstantial evidence to verify that deom in all
its particulars, ‘The Infidel was entitled 10
ask; Do owls dwell ini her palaces ~—do bram-
bles and uettles come up in her fortresses?
But our knowledge did not extead beyond the
general fact that Petra had disappeared. But
Providence opened to Burckhardt the gates of
M ount Seir, and brought Petra forth from the
grave in which she had been hid for ‘upwards
of a thousand years, with every particular of
the predicted” doom aecomplished upon her,
This is but the harbinger ofmn:“v such  disco-
yeries. Already the progress of discovery has
brought to light wany a novel and surprising
proof; but much yet remains to be done. The
mounds of Nineveh and Babylon have yet to
be explored; und we ventere 1o prediet, that,
on being so, they shall be foand to be vast re-
positories of facts preserved by Providence for
the confirmation of those who live in the last
age. The ruins of Syria have yet to be careful-
ly examined; the graven monuments of Egypt
to be deciphered—her sculptared temples and
painted tombs,more closely inspected ;and when
this has been done, we shall find ounrselves in

jon of many a historic’ document, many
a voucher to the truth of the prophets, wlnch,
meanwhile, we dream not.of,. and which will
astonish the world, and cover the guinsayer
with confusion.

From Tait’s Magazine.
THE.OLD TREE.

It bends, as with the weight of many years,
Over @ brook—this venerable tree;

Not where the water blithely leaps along,

Like giddy Youth, in chase of some gay dream;
But where it stops, to ponder monmfully,

Like Age reflecting on the Past with blame.
Qver this tranquil pool the Old T'ree stoops,
Gazing upon its semblance undisturb’d,

As though in self-inspection all absorbed,
Patiently waiting for its time to fall.

*Tis utterly alone in its old ago;

With novght about it to companion it,

Raviog the faithfol image in the brook,

That steadfast sticketh to its ancient friend.
The saplings, and the vigorous trees around,
8o full of life, evince no sympathy ;

Swing their lithe branches 10 und fro witliglee,
And stretch, exulting, every twig to heaven,
They sing giad songs, and chatter to the breeze,
And make a merry whistling with their leaves;
While the Old Tree’s poor parslytie limbs,
Rubbingacross each other, as with painy

Do make a doleful creaking in the ‘wihd.

The Raven comes to the Old Treeto eroak ;
The Ow), at night, to shout Tu-whit! Tu-whoo!
The sentinel Rook to keep a sharp look-out,
"T'he while his fellows feed in fields bard by
Upon the top of a dead limb he sits;

That pcrvvndivnhr above the rest

Shoots up aloft—gray, barkless; wither'd, dead,

Looking just like some old bleach'd gibbet pole.

Most uﬂrrmm vi<iter, the Redbrdast oft

(When winter winds are whistling through the
thorn,

And deep snow hides the smiling face of earth,

And icy coldness broods for weeks and weeks,

Freezing man’s blood whene’er he stirs abroad)

Takes pity on the lonely, poor Ol Tree;

From branch to branch, from spray 10 spray he
hops,

And trills & strain so sweet, so silver clear,

8o fall of love and joy, that the lone thing

To fancy seems more patient for his song.

Sometimes a child, in sunny sanr mer-time,

Exploring round the fields, will ereep within

The Old Tree's hollow trank, and, looking up

To where the sky is Qimly seen ufar,

remble with terror in the ghostly hole.

And should pﬂd\ance some litle bird, disturb’d,

Start out above his his head, aldrm’d he flies,

Breathless and pale, across the neighb’ring
mead,

As though a spirit follow’d athis heels.

Oh, poor Old Tree! poor, desolate Old Tree!
What wrinkles and deep furrows in its bark!
How full of Knots and warts, and curious holes,
Wherein the tiny Wren and pert Tom-tit
Go prying oft for spiders and for flies!

No magtling ivy wrapsit round and round,

To screen itfrom the sweep of bitter winds,

Or make it gay with green leaves not its own:

The parasite expired in infancy,

As one dead sinuous stem endures to show.

Bat Jichens have spread over it so thick,

It seems to want no other covering ]

When their shot robe of silver, green and gold.

And when the summer sun shines out in pow=
er,

Flooding his old acquaintance with rich light,

How wivid are the tmts that live between

The chequering shadows playing on.its trupk!

No hues that gligter in afield of flowers,

Or lurk about the western clonds at eve,

Whea that same sun has gone down gorgeous-
ly,

Present more brilliant painting to the eye.

Flowers love the shelter of the ancient Tree :
A knot of primroses, in early spring,

For years has bloom’d and wither’d at its foot;

In June a wild-rose, with its sanguine flowers,

Goes burning past; and on through autuinn
months

The regal foxglove keepsits state beneath:

Winter yields nothing but the. long, dry grass,

That feebly waileth in, the icy wind.

Lone, vencrable thing! how sad thy nge!

Man, when he’s stricken in years, and near to
die,

Looks forward to a life beyond the grave,

When he is young again, 1o know %0 age,

When ghastly death shall never greet himi more:

This hopes he, and. draws comfort from the
hope.

But thou,  Old Tree! hast no such cheering
thought;

And when the root that holds thee to the earth

Is snapt by some rude gale, that soon shall
blow,

Headlong thou fall’st, to moulder swift away:

Spring shall ne’er waken thee again to life;

Nor glowing summer gild thy host of leaves;

Nor autumn paint thee with his gold and red

Nor with j.ure snow hoar winter mantlg thee:

Thou’rt dead snd gone for ever!—poor old
Tree !

New Works.

WASTING POWER OF RIVERS,

The rivers which flow in the valley of the
Cordilleras ought rather to be called mountain
torrents. 'Their inclination is very great, and
their water the colour of mud.” T'héroar which
the Maypu made as it rushed over the great
rounded fragments, was: like that of the sea,
Amidst the din of rushing waters, the noise from
{he stones as they rattled one over another was
most distietly gudible even from a distance,
"This rattling noise, night and day, may be
heard along the whole course of the torrent,
The sound spoke eloquently to the geologist :
the thousands and thousands of stones which,
wtriking against ench other,:made the one dull
aniforn sound, were all hurrying in one direc-
tion.... It was like thinking ontime, where the
minute that now glides past is irrevocable.  So
(wak it with these stones : the ocean is their eter-
wity’; dnd each hoté of that wild music told of
one more step towards their destiny. -1tis not
possible for the mind tocomprehend, except by
a slow process, any effect which is produced by
% canse whith is repeated so often, that the
multiplieritsdif tonveys an idea not more defi-
nite than the savage implies when he points to
the hairs:of his head, As often as I bave seen
beds of mud, sand, and shingle accumulated to
the thidkness of many thousand feet, I have felt
indlisied 10 ‘exeliim that causes, such as the pre-
sent rivers andthe present beaches; could ne-
ver have ground down and produced such an
effect.  But, on the other hand,when listening
to the rattling roise of these torrents, and cal-
ling 1o mhind- that whole ‘racés of animals have
awny from the face of the earth, and that
during this whole period, night and day, these
stones have gone rattling onwards in their course,,
¥ have thought t6 myself, can any mountains,
any dontinént, withstand wach ‘waste ’— Dar-
win' s Journal, ]

STRENGTH OF THE HUMAN FRAME.

One of the most remarkable and inexplicable!
experiments rélative to the strength of the hu-/
man frame is, that'in- which a heavy mdn  is
raised with: the greatest ficility when ho is lift-
ed up the instant that his own lungeand those

fir. @ heaviest person in the party lies

déwn upon two chaifs, his legw being udppm:ted;

by the one and his back by the other Four

rsons, one at each leg and one at uodl.lbt')lll-
der, then try to raige him, and find ki weight
1 bé very great, from the difficaity they expe-

of lhe"q'wns who raise bim are inflated with,

!
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tience in stpporting bim,  When'he is replaced
in the chiair, each '(ﬁ','tli%l, fonf,]::':x‘sbus tuk&%d
of his body us before, and the person tobelifted
gives two signals b{l clap, ing - his hands, At
the first signal, he himselfand his. four lifters
begin to draw & Jong full breath; and when the
inhalation is completed, or the luuge filled, the
second, signal is given for raising the person from
the chair. - T'o his own surprise and that of his
bearers, he rises with the greatest facility, as if
lie ' were no heayier than a feather. Sometimes,
when- one of the béarérs perfornis his part ill,
by making the. inhaling: out ‘of time, the ‘part
of the:body which he tries to raise is_left be-
hind. Tbe experiment was_ performed. at Ve-
nice by sustaining the heaviest man of the par-
ty on the points of the' forefingers of six persons.
It is asserted that the experiment ‘willnot suc-
ceed if the person to be lifted is placed upon a
board, and the strength of the indiyiduals ap-
plied to'the ‘board.—Abridged from Sir D.
Brewster’s Nutural Magic.

JUVENILE SAGACITY.

He who is wise enough in youth to take the
advice of his' seniors, unites the vivacity and
enterprise of early, with the wisdom and gravi-
ty of latter Jife; and what can you: lose E; at
least asking their opinion, who can have.no ab-
stract pleasure in misleading you, and who cpn
if they ‘please, furnish ‘you with a chart ef that
ocean, tomany unexplored, but over which they
have passed, while thousands have perished
there for want of that wisdom they are willing
to communicate to you? The ancients fabled
part of this lésson in the history of Phaeton 'w
vainly attempted to gulde the of Apollo. ’l’k:
world is 100 much for. juvenile sagacity, arid he
must have become grayvheaded who 18 wisg e-
novgh to walk in and out amidst the machinery
of nature und the sabtleties of human life, with-
out being either crushed by the one or duped by
the other.—~Andrews. p

BEAUTY. ' et

There is something in beauty, whether it
dwells in the haman face, in the pencilled leaves
of flowers, the sparkling surface of a fountaim,
or that aspect which genius breathgs over,.ite
statue, that makes us mourn its ruin, 1 shonld
not envy that man his feelings who could see a
leaf witlier or a flower fall without some ‘senti-
ment of regret,  This  ténder inlerest 'in: the
beauty and frailty of things around us,. is. only
a slight tribute of becoming grief and affection;
for nature in our ddversities uever deserts us.
She even comes more nearly to us in our sor-
rows, npd, leading us away from the:
disappointment and pain into her soot! ing re-
cesses, allays the anguish of our Mecdin;hunl,
binds up the wounds that have been inflicted,
whispers the meek gledgel of a better s
nngl. in harmony with'a spiritof still holier birth,
points to that home where deeay and death can
neyer come,— Constantinople.

GREAT THINGS FROM 8MALL.
THE ORIGIN OF THE EAST INDIA COM-
PANY.

I~ 1599, a company of British merchants -

applied to Queen Elizabeth for permission to
trade with India, and having received the royal
charter, despatched ‘a fleet ‘in” the following
,year; and thus originated: what has “since 'be-
come the famous Fast India Company-—~a strik-
ing instance of what momentous and important
results spring from originally trifling causés, ‘un-
der the direction of the wise providence’'of God.
I'he Portuguese, the Duteh, the French, were
each permitted to make the attempt, but; only
Britain was permitted to succeed,

This handful of merchants began' their Gpera-
tions by buildipg n few factories on ‘the couast
of India,-one of which was established neaf o
fishing village, about a hundred miles aboye the
mouth of the Ganges, on that branch of the
river “called the Hooghly. The factory ‘was
erected in the vicinity of a celebrated Heathen
lumrlc, named by the Hindus Kalee-ghant, or
the landing-place of the goddess Kalee. . That
fishing village is now thé famous city of
Caleutta, it having receivéd  this ‘appellation
from the idol temple * itis the" residence “of the
Governor-General of India, and had aptly been
designated the * City of Palaces,” .. ‘Fhe orig-
inally insignificant company of merchanis bave
long since wrested the sceptre from' thd “hands
ul':?m Mogul emperors, and are now governing
a hundred and thirty-five millions of gubjects«—
truly one of the most remarkable circumstan.
ces of modern times. Late events in the histo-
ry of India 'have proved, that this* Confpany
hold the reifis of government with a firm ‘hdnd.
Dost Mahomed, the chief of the semi-barbarons
tribes in Afighanistan, haviog been inveigled by
brilliant promises on the part of a gr«ui.nor-
thern power in Europe, which' was endeavonr-
ing to extend its political inflence as’ fa¥ us the
Indus, digregarding all the warnings of the'Fast
India Government, who, being thus, compeljed
to take decided mensures, sent an arfny acroes
the *Indus; which’ in the epace 'n\)‘ three
short months, reduced the-mountain=foftréas of
Ghuzni (supposed to be impregnable), Canda-
har,with its capital Cabul, and in fact'the entire
country. 5

It is trué that o gubsequent ‘repulée’ Bflsiicd,
which-was caused bystreason rather thin‘by the
valour of the Afighans; but the. English army
soon reconquered the conntry, and, then with-
drew within the natural frontier of their PosECa-
jons; the River Indus!

Two yearssince, the alarm was ¥otnded fur
and wide, and on-the continent particularly, it
was believed, through reports spread by the
Freneh, that the star of England’s glory was
aboat wsév inIndin, and not & few ' envious
hearts-rejoiced at it; while some lookéd on ‘it 'as
a just retirbution for the wropgs. whigh; hnd
been inflicted on that country. Subsequent
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