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ROAD FROM THIS PROVINCE TO QUEBEC. 

Extract of a léuer from Colonel Holloway to 
8ir William Colebrocke: * 

1 Montreal, Oétober 17, 1844. 

Ihave had great gratification upon returning 
Tom an inspection, in rezeiving your Note of 
the 5th instant. I received the plan of the Tron 
ridge to which you allude, and have consulted 

Our professional people on’ the subject. We 
all are fully persuaded that an roa ‘Bridge on 
the Suspension principle, by iron wire Cables; 
£8 practiced at Bytown, would @nswer extreme~ 
¥ well at the Grand Falls, and I propose -to 
submit a design and estimate forthe service ac- 
cordingly. x 

. The Reports of the progress 8f the explora- 
tion Bf the proposed Mihtarp=Road through 
eW Brunswick, as made to med by the three 

officers employed on tha: service, are alli of the 
ost favourable nature, and I cainot but hope 
that both for-seitling and for. the. promotion of 
thepublic servis, the work, df carried into 
effect, will be productive of all the benefis 
Which should be derived to the Province from 
80 extensive a project. 

8hall not ail to send to youn copy of the 
Whole plan when guite put together, and every 
forniation on the subject.” will transmit to 
You a'copy of the correspondence. sent to me 
fom the Board; about ground "for the Orde 
RNddce ‘at Greqt Falls, aod the appointment 
of MF. Elliow to t3ke and give Titles to Ord. 
Nace: Lagd. 

. 

= 9d'P W. E. E HoLroway 
Extract from a Jetier {rom Lieut. Simmmons, 

«1 RE, ta Sir Wm Colebrooke 
Grand Falls, N. B., August 28, 1844, 

& found Mr. Garden here on my arrival on 
ov 28th ‘instant, anid I shall lose no time in fix: 
b g the Biundaries of the Land to" be surveyed 
¥ the Ordnance, so that he may make his Sur= 

vey forthwith, 
- AM much obliged for Capt. Crawley’s Let- 
rand englosure, which is-of considerable im- 

Portance, as Bridging becomes a matter, of 
8reat interest in the construction of a Military 
tig of such extent us that now in contenipla- 
0, 8nd the grand desideratum in this Coun- 
og always been a Bridge of such a descrip- 
tre Will be above the level of and perfectly 

€ Irom all danger by freshers of running ice, 
& More durable nature than wood, and at the 

8a - : 
thig me economical in its construction, and 
aes’ Speers to be accomplished by Mr, Deed- 

Uspension Bridge. 
io at O8ly doubt remaining to be determined 
or oo tet of climate on, the suspending rods, 
Tom ry by expansion and contradiction 
to yw ich eRcct of the great Lieat and cold 
Mate, they must be exposed in his cli- 

aH 1 hve been most successful in the 
sue lon Jor the Road, acd have of course 

Lan exient of coontry passed through 
* Poor and some fine tracts for settlement ; 
“Ae will, 1 thick, be glad to hear that the 

thirds of qo male, and {should think that two 
The cp ® whole extent is fit for settlement. 
or ontry In this immediate neighbourhood 
ion, agg found is highly adapted for _cultiva. 
ey when intersected, as it wonld be for 

¥ the ‘proposed Military Road, will 
Grand Falls, at vo distaat period, a 

Country Town of some impor- 

but 

Tender Urine "¢ 

Tage, 

B J. L A. Simmons. 
Pot letter to ‘Bir Wm. Colebrooke 
Deer eut. Simmons, of the Royzl Eogi- 
tary Ro peeting the proposed Line of Mili- 

lag oad, and the fiiness of the adjacent 
8 for setilement 

redeticton, N. B., October 28, 1844. 
og PY tO your note of yesterday’s date I beg 
Bet thy the following observations, and re 

buy; the limited time and a great press of 
deg Prevent me from giving ther more in 

The general direction of the proposed 
oad from Quebec, the whole dis- 

the Line recently surveyed from where 
fing a in Canada tp the Great Falle, 
ae to Boiestown and the Bend.” 

Bag “rid d 1 Road commences on the 
miler Saint Lawrence, at River du Loup, 

tly diy, below Quebec, proceeds in an East. 
Tag “Clion or pearly so, till it strikes the 
at gy il whence it continues South 
Toe of pe ie Falls; the distance from the 
yoke Tomi, sint Lawrence to the head of the 
X; Wileg 14 ane, being 35 miles, nd thence 

t tearly rand Falls, total 120 miles, being 
nt Ra 4s to length with the 

Sain Joby ¢ route along the Bauks of 
E. for 
= by Be Grand Falls to Boieston, course S. 

Mm, 

3 ®0f yh + distance: out S83 miles, making 3 Yang, €1ght miles of the Road heretofore 
® royal road, the cosstraction. of 

which is half executed. "Thence (from' Doies- 
town) fo the Bend of Peticodiac river, East'by 
South 84 miles, making the total length of new 
toad 10 be opened through the forests from 
the "Sgint’ Lawrence to the Berd 287 
miles. 

2d, “ The greateet acclivily in crossing ‘the 
Highlands, and the number of principal nvers 
requiring large Bridges” 
Answer.—All ‘he grades in the rosde have 

been laid out at elévations mot exceedirg 7 
degrees, or one foot in eight, which has been 
taken as the maximum, and’ even this occurs 
but seldom, and only on short pitches, for 4l 
though the direct line was frequently intercep- 
ted by high and steep hills, and in a few insian- 
ces eyen by precipices, the labours of explora- 
tien have finally been successlul, either in find+ 
ing gullies or vallies in the general direction of 
the road, or else by suitiog the road to the 
Itills as to reduce the acclivitieg to ‘what was 
assumed as a maximum. The elopes general- 
ly, however, will not exceed one foot in fificen 
or twenty. 

The principal rivers requiring large Bridges 
are as follow: — 

Tooleddy, Grand Tobique and 8. W. Mira~ 
michi, and in none of these does the bed of the 
Stream exceed 186 feet. 
A few rivers occur which would require 

Bridges of a simple nature, with a single arch, 
of the common construction of the country and 
which not being of an expensive nature, 1 have 
omitted. 
Under these heads I might add for your in- 

formation, that the country through which the 

road passes is not of a mountanious nature, as 
none of the elevations would come under the 
denomination of a mountain, the greatest 
height passed not exceeding by estimate G00 
feet above the adjacent waters, and.consequent- 
ly 900 feet above the Sea ; butitisto be re- 
gretied that the exploring parties, having beea 
hastily equipped, were not provided with Baro- 
meters, 

, % Whether the Lands favourable for set- 
tlement occur along the whole Line, and at 
what intervals, so that partiesinight be serled 
who would be able to keep opea the road when 
made.” 
Avngwer.—On an average; and 2s a general 

answer, I should state that at least two thirds 
of the Land throogh which ‘the read passes is 
fit for settlement, in addition to which, it tra 
verses rich tracts of Lands where by opening 
Bye roads to conmect this new proposed 

road, as a main line for settlement, with the 
Saint John river, ulready densely setled, the 
intermediate Lands would rapidly become, Jo- 
cated, and form aditional lines fer the ingress 

2 J 

of Emigrants to the new Line as proposed to be | 
opened, and also an outlet for the surplus po- 
pulation of the Saint John. 
4th“ Whether the Iohahitants of the  set- 

tled conntry through which you have travelled 
have manifested a disposition to take vp Lauds 
onthe Line as well in New Brunswick as in 
Canada. 
Answer.—Having been now employed nine 

months in conducting the exploration of this 
new Line, the inhabilantsgeoeraliy have become 
acquainted with me, and imagining that [ 
might eventually have some iaflaegee when the 
settlement of the Road proceeds, | have been 
quite astonished at the great number of appli- 
cations for grants, and requests to interést my- 

self in obtatang them, and also for advice as 
to the mast advantageous points of location. 
The new Line passed through nine miles of 
setiled country on the bank of the Saint Law- 
rence, being Land held under the feudal ten 
ure, in rear of which however, the surplus of 

the French population, now too dense to be 
supported on the Seignory Lands, are already, 
without grants, eceking to obtain their liveli- 
hood by clearing Wild Lands. Moreover 
there being but little timber for the remaining 

on the Seignory Lands, is another reasoa 
why Settlers will move back iato the wilder. 
ness, and it is self-evident that if (as is the 
case) the tide of Emigration has already, with- 
out any inducement from the Government, turn- 
ed in thie direction, and by its force commen- | 
ced the construction of roads and Bridges, with 
how much greater force will it flow when 
these roads and Bridges are made by the Gov- 
ernment as an inducement. 

oth 
principal Ssttlements’ may be formed 1 Do 
the Lands at the Grand Falls sround the Mli- 
tary Reserve surveyed for the Ordnance Grant, 
presen: peculiar facilities 1” 

Answer. —A beautiful tract of eountry for a 
dense settlement, lies between the Tooleddy 
River and a Branch thereof calied the Squat 

| uck, which would be grea:ly sesisted by the 

| rings, &ec. which abound in that river. 

| 

excellent fisheries of trout, fresh water Her- 
A finer 

| soil for Agricultural purposes does not exist 
than that extending for miles rouad the Grand 
Falls on all sides,’bat more particularly oa the 
East ot left bank of the River Saint John, 
with abundance of water power, and conveni- 
ent mill sites, added 10 whi the vast 
amouat of travelling and great outlay of private 
funds anpuaily expinded by the Lumberics 

« At what places do you consider that | 

on the wpper Saint Joho end its tributaries 
in portaging or bauliog all their supplies past 
the Falls, with the enormous Ge hinda for Ag- 
sienligre produce to feed their parties of men 
aad cattle, whilst pursuing their business in the 
forest. would secure to the Agriculturist ‘a 
certain and safe market for his produce, for 
want of which the Lumberman is snow sub- 
jected to enormous, taxation in boating, to 
procure bis needful supplies. 
The position of Boiestown next presents it. 

self us cligible for an extensive settlement, and’ 
us i have not myself traversed the country 
below this point, I fcrbéar touching on'nt asl 
have not at haad the necessary rve- 

ments. 
6th.“ Would the execution of the project 

for uniting the upper and lower Saint John 
by a Canal, be attended with difficulty, or 
great expense, and would it yield, 2 Revenue 
m return for the outlay 
Answer,—There would be no engineering 

point of view, in constructing thie” Canal, 
which 1 should imagine need notbe of ‘a ‘very 
expensive nature. Its length, about haifa 
mile, would require all by lockage of 120 feet; 
but it is to be rememberd, that it would be only 
necessarily of & narrow construction, seited 10 

the Boats and navigation of the River. Un~ 
doubtedly ‘the Revenue would be large in pro- 
porticn to the outlay as the amount of damage 
done to private property by allowing the Tim- 
ber to pass over the Falls,amounted on thi¢ year 
alone to at least £15,000, besides which the 
expense of portaging each Boat @nd cargo by 
Land is enormous ; as an instandg each Boat 
cost £5 to £1U, and each barrel of flour 1s. 
3d.,end proportionately for other goods, and 
this not including inconvenience from loss of 
time 

7th. * Would your advise thatthe Jocati- 
ons should be immediately laid out along the 
Line, and is it sufficiently marked out, that 
Setlere would be encouraged to take up allot- 
mests daring the Winter ; and ‘are there many 
of whom you are aware who possess'the means 
of maintaining themselves in the Wilderness 
during the Winter, and who could prepure 
Land for planting in the Spring?” ‘ 
Answer.—The only portion of the Line 

sufficiently marked for immediate settlement, 
ig that between the North Line of the Treaty 
of Washington produced, dnd a ‘point 6 miles 
South East from the River, being about 16 
miles in length, and also about the same dis- 
tance near the Green River: 2s there might 
bg some eight alterations in the remainder 
of the route, which would prevent it from be- 

ing laid out enfficiently aefinitely for the bouvu- 
dary of ‘grants, settlement thersof had better 

| be deferred till the ‘ensuing Spring. 
1am aware of about twenty five persons of 

respectability, and means, who would be but 
| tov glad to'commence improvements “at once; 
{if there was probability of their being secur. 
{ ed in their property, end some of these are 
so anxious, that they intend running the risk, 
and they are about to proceed to jocate them- 
selves onthe Wild Lands atthe Grand Falls 
forthwith, with ready money sufficient to pay 
for their Lands whenever called upon so. to do 

8th, * Would you recommend that the 
Settlers ehonid be exclusively occupied in set 
tling this Winter, or employed alse in open- 
ing the Road under contracts 1” 
Answer.—The most advantageous time for 

commencig work on the Road 1s the Spring of 
the yearby which time Settlers who may lo- 
cate themselves this Winter, would have their 
cropsin, and be ready to undertake small con- 
tract’, having - been exclusively employed in 
preparing Land during the Winter. They 
would thus also obtain a ready market for 
their first crops, by disposing of them to the 
workmen employed. 

Oth.  * The rate per mile that would be es. 
timated for the work, of cuting out the Road, 
specifying the breadth required, including the 
ghirtings 1" 

Aunswer,—As | have not seen the estimates 
approved or forwarded by the Commanding 
Royal Engineer, I cannot give a definite an- 

fewer 10 this question. The widthincluding 
skirtings, would, | should imagine, be about 
one and a half chains (Gunter) or six 
rods 

10th. ** If Emigrant families should be en. 
| couraged 0 come out in the Spring, and set- 
| tle along the Line, what would be the most 
{ convenient peints of debarkation in New 
{ Brunswick and Canada, with the view to afford 
them facilities of transport to their locati- 

| ons 1” 
The Reviere du Lonp on the Saint Law- 

{ rence, Miramichi, and Siint John, eeem the 
i most convenient harbours for this purpose, but 
| us only the neighbourhood of the Grand Falls 
| is adapted for immediate eettlement by Emi. 
| grants, perhaps Saint John would be the most 
{avilable for the next Spring and the follow. 
{ing Spring ; whap the Road becomes a little 
{ advanced, the other parts would become of 
| importance for this purpose 

{ 11th, Are there Linmberers or other people 
!in the country who would be disposed io clear 

tereace to erable me to make definite state-" 

Lands in the Winter, with a view of disposing 
of their’ homsteads to Emigrants in ‘the 
Spring V’ 
Auswer.—I have met witha few such, 

but the difficulty would be 16 obtain purcha- 
gers. : 
"12th. “Ae Settlers in the Wilderness are ex- 

posed to great fatigue, inconvenience and ex- 
pense, 1n earrying in supplies, uniess a road’ js 
opened to their locations, are there Streams 
and rivers which would efford facilities ‘to 
them zlong the Line, and by which they could’ 
keep up a communication with thé settled 
country 1° 

Answer. —There are several, more particu. 
larly the Saint John and its Tributaries, the 
Madawaska, Green, Grand, and Tobique rivers 
the Restigouche and Miramachi, the Peticodi- 
ec, With the Grand Lake and Salmon Ri: 
ver. y 

13th. *“Are there eligible situations’ where 
inland Warehouses and depots for the supply of 
workmen and Settlers, could be formed, (the 
Great Falls’ arid Boiestown perhaps,) and 
where by deferred payment of duties till taken 
out for retail ‘consumption, encouragement 
could be given tothe fair Trader, and smug. 
gling checked ?” 

Answer.—'These two places are decidedly 
advantageous, the Grand Falls particularly so" * 
from its central position, and ‘in the event of = 
proceeding with the work, some point on’ the 
Tamiscouta Lake oy Tooleddy river; the lat.” 
ter is I think preferable, as being in the midst 
of a fine country for settlement.” 

14th. * Has the smuggling #long the * inland 
Frontier increased or diminished witkitn 
the period your have been employed in the 
country 1” 13913 
Answer.—It has very materially increased 

during the last five years. On my ‘first’ em 
ployment at Lake Tamisquata five years ‘ago, 
a considerable trade was carried on between 
Canada and New Brunswick by’ the Mada- 
waska Settlers, who drew all their supplies 
from the frontier. "This practice still ‘conti 
nues, but the trade is increased by New Brung 
wick Lumbers, who last Winter drew vast 
supplies by the Tamiscouta Portage, end 
thence into New Brunswick, no duly being 
levied. The traffic and smuggling also with’ 
the Americans has greatly increased, but I ims 
agine does not amount to a very large item 
above the Falls in consequence of the difficul- 
ties of transport from the interior to the’ Amé- 
rican Frontier. 

JL. A Simmons. 
Extract of a Letter [rom Licutenant Sim- 
mons, Royal Engineers, to Sir ‘William 
Colebrooke. : ‘ 

Fredericton, N. B., October 28, 1844. 
The principal objection to the execution by 

private speculation of the Canal at the Grand 
Falls, connecting the Upper and Lower Saint 
John, is, that from ite peculiar situation, being 
a spot in which the two Countries, America 
and Great Britain, 10 whom the navigation of 
the River is common, are equally interested, 
it would seem to be likely to engender ill will 
to have it exclusively possessed by British 
capitalists, who would thereby have the pow- 
er seriously to affect the value of American 
Produce transported on the River; and it 
would appear likewise injudicious to permit 
Foreign capitalists to have any share or voice 
in a work constructed for the puplic benefit, 
and situated in a position of the utmost im- 
portance to the defence of the British Prov- 
inces in a military point of view. 

J. L. A. Simmons. 
Extract of a Letter from Lieutenant Simmons, 

R. E., to Sir William Colebrooke. 
Fredericton, 31st October, 1844. 

1 beg to submit the following observations, 
ns requested, respecting the general character 
of the Territory watered by the Upper Saint 
John and its Tributaries, and comprehended 
between the St. Franeis and Restigouche Riv-~ 
ers, (designated the Disputed Territory.) 

This Territory is of the formation called pri- 
mary, and is of a very rough nature, hilly aud 
mountainous, intersected by rnumberless 

streams, each of which, generally speaking, 
lies in a deep valley, the slopes thereof being 
densely covered with goft wood, Cedar, Spruce, 
&e¢ Acec., but on attaining the heights a change 
ig almost invariably to be perceived in the 
growth of the Timber, which in these positi- 
ons 1s of the hard wood denomination, such as 
Birch, Beech, and Maple. 
The ridges generally followed the courses 

of the streams, varying from 250 to 300 feet in 
height above the adjacent waters, and are in 
many cases well adapted, as far as the soil is 
concerned, for agricultural purposes, having 
between the streams and the crests of the ridges 
at different elevations the several varieties of 
soil adapted for the growth of the different 
agricultural products congenial to the cli- 
mate, 
The greatest drawback to the settlement of 

this country is the severity of the climate, in 
which the winter is of such long duration, frosts 
occuring frequently so late as the end of June 
and commencement of July ; but this would be 
materially effected by the removal of the Tim« 


