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' PASTURES 

tod which is the best adapted to pas—! 
Thio® We think should never be plowed. | 
nor Tule is particularly applicable to 

: Videy. grounds, and those situated on hill 
i Ahn oa mountains. We have fre 

Proge.). Boticed a great diflerence in the | 
lirely on of grass hill-sides, owing en- | 
oq 10 one postion having been plow- | 
Ra snd the other portion not having been: 
Wal ed. The grass on the unplowed part | 

Ways much the best, In many in| 
Plow it is almost impossible to use the 
kag On a hill-side, without rendering the 

in 0d liable to be washed and gullied by 
“ry bat if it is sown with grass-sced 
"al Ut plowing, the numerous fibrous 
Ei Of the trees and shrubs, will hold the 
: ney 8 ber till it becomes thoroughly 

ed logether by the grass-roots. 
rid Ratural condition of land as it is 
he off the ferest, is generally favora- 
sen, 0 growth of grasses, as may be 
tom Y the readiness with which they 
Rad and flourish ; and we believe that 
Mag IXture or reversion of the soil can be 
ey With any advantage, for the produc- 
Need Of grass. Drains may be made if 
dry ed, 10 make the ground sufficiently 
ao, he use of the harrow, after the 
the has been properly cleared off by 
nf, and the mattock, will put the 

of 1c? id a good state for the reception 
1 and grass-seeds, or for a crop of 

: Visab) grain, if it should be deemed ad- 
busy ¢ to sow one. Should young trees, 

E801 sprouts, from the stumps,spring 
ad et them be cut out with the martock 5 
wu. hould the grass die out, or mosses 
tay 10, a sharp-toothed harrow drawn 
~ the ground, and seed sowa in Au- 
8b or first of September, with a _dress- 

Bo of plaster, compost of muck and ashes, 
e. fotted. manure, will bring on a fine 
“oa of good herbage. On lands natu. 

ly adapted 10 the growth of grass, the 
of top-dressing, or a re-sowing of 

Seeds, will seldom be necessary, for under 
Judicious course of feeding, the pasiu- 

: 8e, instead of declining, will actually 
Bryans for several years. The occasi- 
-~ nse of a lighi, sharp harrow, may 
Beventng 11 the growth of grass, by 
% bound.” ¢ award frem becoming 

~ IS Very important to obtain the best 
4 YP ast herbage plants for pastures, 
be | Ing a selection, due regard should 

ad to the adaptation of the different 
oto climates and localities. Some 

r indigenous kindsare excellent, and 
Thaps best;their hardiness and putritive 
rem being considered. * For the mid- 

Yala! northern States, one of the most 
tim © sorts is the Poa pratensis, some- 
we oS Called “ Kentucky blue grass,” the 
uid grass” and “June grass” of ihe 
wily ern and eastern States. On rich 
Saler Dot too dry, particularly those of a 
iy reous (limestone) nature, its produce 

Temarkable, It starts very early in 
ings! and grows late in the fall; but 

thes Aflecied more by drouth than some 
a Inds, does not always grow as 

thay h In: the middle of the summer, 
th . from the great tenacity of lite in 
lige be it seldom dies. It propagates 

11 . ¥ tillering, or by many laternal 
in Rapids well as by seed, so that it spreads 

i » or and as other grasses die out, it 
liye overs the whole ground. lis nuiri- 
: on alities are comparatively but liule 
i | od by frost, and on this account it 
in (only esteemed for winter pasturage, 
By ke, 00S where but little snow falls. 
Wilh bi the stock from fields well set 
a IS grass, so that it may make 
Zing LA in the fall, excellent gra- 
Winter afforded 10 cattle and sheep during | 
owt 1S leaves form a thick matted | 

bleagy yy the surface of which may be! 
amy, a little by the frost,but the low- ! 

Breen > Will be almost as fresh and | 
agitign for and will even in tais| 

biog allen stock of any kind, 
the abo species of the same (amily as 
iv gy ©and sometimes mistaken for it, ! 

2a compressa, fiat ‘stalked mea- | 

~ eloyer 

s
R
e
s
 

5 we : 
1 Brag oss, Sometimes called “ green. | 
1F Ny be L 13 more hardy, and is believed 

Wore nuiriive than the Poa praten- 

sis. Ts delights in warm Joams, and is 
often very troublesome in the cultivation 
ol wheat and other crops, and from the di- 
fliculty of killing it, it is generally consi- 
dered a pest. 1ts produce is less than the 
before mentioned kind; but itis excee- 
dingiy nutritive, and much relished by 
cattle and sheep. Its stalk, even when 
the seed has ripened and fallen off, is 
quite green, and though it appears hard, 
animals always eat it greedily. Tt will 
grow in sister atmosphere than any 
other grass we are acquainted with,is the 
first to startin the spring, the last 10 slop 
growing in'the fall, and keeps greener 
than any other through the winter, . For 

{ the advantage it affords as an early 
** bite” for sheep, particularly for nursing 
ewes, it might be an object to appropti- 
ate a suitable lot for it, which it would 
not be necessary to cultivate for other 
purposes. 

Several species of the Agrostis family 
of grasses are indigenous to this coun- 
try, The ‘red top,” called in Pennsyl- 
vania and some other sections, ** herds- 
grass,” appears to be the Agrostis vulga- 
ris, or * bent-grass” of the English books. 
In Massachuseuts, there are culiivated 
two varieties generally known under the 
name of red iop ; one considerably. larger 
and later in flowering than the other, and 
is beiter adapted to cold moist lands. 
The small kindis however held in great 
estimation for its nutritive qualities, es- 
pecially for feeding working oxen, for 
which it is, in some districts, thought 
more: valuable than any other grass. 
The large kind is generally most esteem- 
ed for pastures, as it is less affected by 
drouth and its growth is more con- 
stant through the whole season. On the 
whole, it is well worthy of cultivation as 
a grass for grazing. 
Another species of Agrostis indigenous 

here, is closely allied 10, identical with, 
the European *fiorin,” A stolonifera. It 
i$ a very nutritive grass, and is much re- 
lished by stock. Tt is, however, only 
adapted to particular Jocations. From its 
habit of extending itself by stolones or la- 
ternal roots, it is peculiarly valuable on 
loose spongy, or bogey soils, on which it 
forms a firm sod that may be trodden by 
sheep or light cattle with safety, TIiis 
also the best grass which can be used for 
sodding the sides of open ditches, or wa- 
ter-eourses, which ii does so effectually 
that the banks cannot wash, and are not 
liable to be broken; they presenting, 
when sel with this grass, a beautiful 
smooth green turf, most agreeable to the 
eye. 
Phleum pratense, * meadow cats-1ail,” 

“timothy,” or the ** herds-grass” of 
New-England, is much cultivated in this 
country for hay, of which it produces a 
great yield, and where the ground is rich 
and mois! it may be very profitably intro- 
duced with other grasses in pastures. In 
some sections it is preity extensively used 
for ihis puspose. Itis a native of this 
continent, and was brought into notice 
in England by Timothy Hudson about 
the year 1780, according to Loudon. 
Of the clovers, there are two or more 

species indigenous to this country, viz., 
the white, or “ Dutch clover,” Trifolium 
repens, and a kind which we have not 
found in any botanical catalogue, called 
in the western part of the conntry, “ bufl- 
alo cloyer.” The latter is perennial, re- 
sembles the common white clover in the 
color of its blossomes and habit of growth, 
and in the height and size of its stem, is 
a medium between the white and the 
common red clover. The common white 
clover is usually much esteemed for pas- 
tures, combined with the grasses, but is 
thought not so valuable by itself, it is de- 
ficient in quantiiy, and too much relaxes 
the bowels of animals when feeding on 
it. 
Thee are a few grasses and herbage 

plants not coinmonly cultivated in this 
country, which it would be desirable to 
have introduced and fairly tried. The 
‘orchard grass,” Dactylis glomerata, is 
grown in a few sections, but is not gene-- 
rally known. Asa pasture grass, it is 
worthy of more general culture. It pro- 
doces abundance of leaves, starts very 
quick alter being eaten off, and grows 
very rapidly, It should Le sown thickly, 
(three bushels seed per acre, ig recommens 

ded by English writers,) to prevent its 
growing up too much in the bunches or 
tussocks. 
The perennial rye-grass, Lolium peren- 

ne, is recomniended for sheep pastures. 
We have tried this grass,and think bigh- 
ly of it for this purpose. The meadow 
fox-tail, Alepecurus pratensts, is well sui- 
ted to moist pastures, and in England is 
esteemed one of the best of grasses both 
for grazing and hay. DEST 
The sainfoin, Hedysarum onobriehis, is 

considered one of the most valuable her- 
bage plants known in England. It bee 
longs to the leguminose family, but is in 
many respects quite different from any of 
the clovers. It is said to grow spontane- 
ously on the calcareous mountains of the 
middle and south of Europe. It flouri- 
shes well on dry soils, and by means of 
its long fibrous roots is said to find mois= 
ture even in the driest seasons. It'is 
much esteemed both for pasturage and 
hay, and is said to afford on some soils a 
greaier amount of nutriment per acre, 
than any other plant grown for those pur- 
poses. Itis also recommended for keeping 
the sides of hills from washing. The roots 
will live in the soil, and retain their vigor 
many years, 
A species of clover called in England, 

meadow-clover, cow-clover,or cow-grass, 
Trifolium medium, is perennial, and is 
much esteemed in pastures. IL resem. 
bles in appearence, the common biennial 
red clover, T. pratense, but the leaves are 
narrower, and it grows to a less height. 
It is very desirable that this plant should 
be tried in this country. ** A poor sandy 
soil it is said, will produce a good crop of 
cow-clover, that would not produce half a 
crop of the common red clover.” —Lou- 
don. 

Several species of the Trifolium genus 
pass under the common name of trefoil. 
The most valuable of these is thought to 
‘be the French yellow trefoil, Medicago 
lupulina. Its perennial; or at least lives 
many years. [tis well relished by stock, 
both in its green state, and when made 
into bay. It is thought of considerable 
consequence in pastures. 

CUCUMBERS AND MELONS—PROTEC- 

TION AGAINST BUGS. 

Cucumbers and melons for pickling, 
may be planted till the first of July. 
New land lately cleared from the forest, 
is best for vines, if it can be had ; next to 
this, a piece which was the last vear in 
sod and planted with corn or potatoes, is 
to be preferred. It shoald be of a medi- 
um state of richness and dryness, a bet- 
ter crop, so far as our experience goes, 
being more generally obtained fiom such 
land, than that which is extremely rich. 
Make the hills seven or eight feet apart. 
A very common error is to make them 
too close, so that the vines have not room 
enough and they smother each other. 
Hog manure, that is pretty well rotted, 
or that which is in a green state, well 
mixed with muck and leached]ashes, will 
do well. The manure of pigeons and 
hens is also excellent, but is very strong, 
and should be mixed with double its 
bulk of loam or muck. Dig the holes for 
the hills so deep that a peck at least of 
least of manure, may be put in without 
coming above the surface of the earth, 
level 1t off and plant the seed. To pro- 
vide against the bugs and worms, it is 
best to plant a large quantity of seed. 
If there is twelve to filteen plants to a 
hill while they are small, no injury will 
be done ; but they should be thinned to 
no more than three, just before they be. 
gin to run, and have got well ont of the 
way of insects. To keep off the bugs, 
millinet-boxes are the best preventives 
while the plants are small, and that is the 
time they are most likely to be injured. 
The boxes are cheap—made] of pine 
boards six inches wide, merely nailed to- 
gether square—the edge of the boards on 
two sides grooved—the millinet drawn 
over and fastened by tongues driven into 
the grooves. They should be large 
enough to fairly cover the hill without 
crowding. Plaster, coal ashes, or leached 
wood ashes, scattered over the plants 

while. the dew is on, have some ten- 
dency to keep the bugs from eating 
them, but are not altogether effectur! pre- 
yenlives. 

Several years ago we made trial of 
water in which hen dung had been soa- 
ked until the water fermented, for keep- 
ing off bugs from vines, An old hog- 

{ trough was carried tothe piece, 1wo or 
i 
three shovels full of clean manure from 

i the hen-réost thrown into it, with three 
ior four gallons of water. It soon fer- 
;mented, and the odor from it was very 
offensive. A half plot of this liquid was 
found on each hill each alternate day. 
t kept off the bugs almost entirely, and 
made the vines grow astonishingly. 
They were melons, and produced the 
heaviest crop we ever saw. 

From the American Agriculturist. 
DEGENERACY OF ANIMALS BY 

CHANGE OF CLIMATE. 

The Maine Farmer says, “ The prinei- 
ple seems now 10 be very generally re- 
cognized, that most cattle degenefate 
with a change of climate.” We cannot 
confess to any such general ‘recognition, 
and must add, that a change of climate 
may as ofien be the means of an improve. 
ment in cattle, as a degeneracy in them ; 
for these matters depend entirely on what 
they are, were taken, and how treated in 
their new home. We think the Devons 
have not degenerated in New England, 
when proper attention has been paid te 
their breeding, and we know that thew 
have increased in size when taken to ti; 
rich pastures of the west. Durhams and 
Herefords would be likely to degenerate 
in size in the extreme Northern States, 
especially on the short pastures of the 
mountains; but they hold their own ia 
the Middle and Western States. The 
Norman horse has lost in size in Canadas; 
yet it is believed that he has gained’ in 
constitution, speed and endurance. * The 
blood horse brought irom England has 
not deteriorated fore, and the Arabian 
has gained in size. Sheep also hold their 
own remarkabty well in America, espe— 
cially the Merinos of Spain, and ihe 
Southdowns of England. Does the editor 
expect his fine Colswold buck, just yecei- 
ved from Mr Sotham, to degenerate ? 
We should be apprehensive in the colder 
climate of Maine that he might some ‘in 
size ; not so, however, in Ohia, Kentuc— 
ky, and any other states in the same Jati- 
tude, with good pastures. 

“ Almost every ct 0 in England 
is very far at present, from having its 
* peculiar stock.” On the contrary, we 
should think that full one-third of them 
have as great a mixture as can be found 
in any county in the United Siates. 
The imported cattle, such as the Dur 
hams, Herelords, and Devons, are rapid- 
ly and widely spreading in Great Bei. 
tain and Ireland ; and this they are do- 
ing without degeneracy, wherever good 
pasture is to be obtained, and proper at- 
tention is paid to them. They would 
not answer at all on the bleak mountains 
of Wales, Scotland, nor in the bogs of 
Ireland ; for nothing can live there, save 
the hardy dwarf natives. But these 
“improve,” and very rapidly too, in a 
change of climate, when brought down 
to the rich lowland. pastures; and it is 
quite a system with the graziers in 
Great Britain to thus fit these hardy ani« 
mals for the London market, 

Compound. for Smearing Sheep and 
Cure for Foot Rot.—Solomen A 
Leonardsville, N. Y., sends the follow- 
ing receipes, which he sayshe has used 
for several years with advantage. * Im- 
mediately alter shearing, I make the Jol. 
lowing compound, viz, 25 lbs. grease, 
one pint tar, boiled and well stired togeth- 
er until nearly cold ; then stir in two 
pounds sulphur, then rub the sheep 
with it, commencing at the bead and fol. 
low along the back to the roots of the 
tail ; this I have found to protect the 
sheep from the cold storms and aleo to 
kill ticks, &c. 

“ The following I have found an al- 

most sure remedy for the foot rot, vig; 

1 part Barbadoes (ar, 1W0 parts spirits 

of turpentine, thickened with sulphur te 
the consistency. of common. paint ;. pair 
and clean ihe sheep’s feet well, and rgb 

in the compound, and one or two applisa- 
tions are almost a sure cure,” 


