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Miramichi, Saturday Morning, NMay 24,

1845.

Communications.

PUBLIC DINNER o ALEXANDER
RANKIN xxp JOHN A. STREET,
Esquires.
14th May, 1845.

ingar. 2¥ appointed for the festival hav-
ravarnved,_n was with no_ordlnary de-
8I¢e.of - satisfaction we ~witnessed
fathering together of a very large and in-
ential portion of the Freeholders, 1o
{’:l}:vaelnbu:e of respect to their Represen-
nolosf who so w ell merit the esteem,
ber] 0ly of the constituency of Northum-
and, butof the Province generally, for
w:",' {Ung and: faithful servitude in, as
tas out of the House of Assembly.
lh:l:vllhstanding the ' inconvenience 'of
wilhet;]son,ever_y parish in the Cou]qty,
field the exception of Ludlow and Bliss-
ffom’ bWas rqpresgnled at the Banq_uet,
B e oth of which we had expressions
(wnff'e" that some from these could not,
sely out much inconvenience to them-
€8) also participate in the enjoyment,
heé manner in which the whole affair
3520t up, reflects much credit on those
Dor?uh%d the management of i1, as an op-
Yooy 3”)’ Was given 10 every one,without
wo [‘)' ‘}0 station or party, to attend ; and
'heir‘e leve they succeeded far beyond
Ot dmost sanguine expectations. W |1l:-
Hal] escending to numbers, Mitchell’s
anmlcou!d scarcely have accommodated
thy ler half dozen, with all the ingenuity
tcould be exerted in the arrangement
Ul’e Tables; and the Dinner furnished
aguué Hamill ia his usual substantial and
o oant style, we will do him the jus:
ﬂee 10 say, could not at this particular
%00, ‘have been surpassed.
M':mél\' Nesuira, Esq., President, with
4 .l Street, and the Rev. Mr. Macbean,
1S right, and Mr. End, and ihe Rev.
. McMaster, on his lefr, took the chair
U7 o'clock ; Tros. C. ALLAN. Esq., the
:Egosile end, Grace having been said,
l'h.ell read Letters from Alexander Rankin,
u:(l-, expressive of his regret, that an
gentand immediate call 0 the Magda-
Ene Islaods on important business,would
Preclude the Possibility of his having the
Pheﬂsuw of aitending the Dinner; from
e HUH]i“Q. John W, Weldon, in conse-
'_lrﬂcnce ol the deaih of a near relative ; and
om David Wark, Esq., his colleague for
* CO"?“‘Y of Kent, that positive arrange-
2+ °015 in his business would also deprive
t;:gm (,)‘f'lh_e pleasu'v‘c of b:-ingvpresu"‘,i on
wereou‘c«mulp The fo'.."u'.vm; Toasts
drankmgnv given from the Chair, and
With enthysiasm :—

!iclﬁl-v'f’r.xe QueeN—God bless her. Ma-
r)\l\nnvm:xl Antihem,

Bt His Royal Highness the Prince
! " = 4 e -4 Val, LI
Music—Prince of Wales's

{: His Royal Highness Prince Albert,
<p.' € rest of ihe Royal Family, Music
Haj S R o R s ¥

s olar of Brunswick,

» ALEXANDER RANKIN, and Joux
es'(;fT{;CET, Esquites, the Representativ-
the - OTthumberland ; they have served
Wel) (;’Unly.long an»} faithfully, n‘nd are
e, eser'vmg the thanks of the Constit-
ea. . Lbree times three. Music—
=18 of Oak.

}{%;- ?‘h(‘ Governor G‘uncm‘.—lhc Right
Vi CQ": J(]‘P Lord I\IL‘ICZ}}{L’, and ]hc Pro-
Ol Uanada, Music—The Fine Old
by 3 ”‘hw_Gemlcmax:. Appropriate Song
a4 Simonds.
: His Excellency Sir William Mac-
Gy (’L’Ul‘ge Colebrocke, the Lieutenant
B, 100t of New Brunswick.  Music—

the |

the cloth removed, the President |

New Brunswick. Music—You Gentle~
men of England.

12th. William End, Esquire, one of
the Representatives for the County of
Gloucester, our respected Guest. Hip,
hip, hip, hurrah!!  Music—The Sprg
ol Shillelah.

13th. Lady Colebrooke, aund the fair
Daughters of New Brunswick. Music—
Green grows the Rashes, O’!  Song, by
Mr Morrison.

14th. The Honorable the Chief Justice,
and the Bench and Bar of New Bruns.
wick. Music—The Wind that shakes
the Barley. Mr Street responded.

15th. The Clergy of New Brunswick,
of all denominations. Music—With one
consent Jet all the earth.

16th. The Land we iive in,
Home sweet Home

17th. Sir Allan Mc¢Nab, the ‘Speaker
of the House of Assembly of United Ca-
nada: distinguished as a Statesman,
Soldier, and a Lawyer. Music—Whistle,
and I’ll come to you, my lad.

18th. The Honble. William" Crane; a
firm friend of Northumberland. Music—
John Anderson my Joe. Song, by Mr
Simonds.

The President having called on Mt
Street for a Toast, he gave—The Free-
holders of Northumberland. Music—Our
ain foik. Song—Home sweet Home ;
Mr Morrison.

Mr End—the Memory of Sir Archibald
Campbell, the late Lieutenaut Governor
of New Brunswick. Music—Rest, war-
rior rest.

Which were followed up by Volunteers
from all parts of the Table; amongst
which were—Our worthy President, John
Nesmith, Esquire. Muasic—Blue Belis
of Scotland. To which he replied in a
concise and pithy speech, and sat down
amidst applause.

Our worthy Vice, Thomas C Allan,
Esquire. Here’s a health to thée, Tom
Brown. To which Mr'Allan replied in
his own happy and energelic style. Song
—by Mr Alexander.

The Commerce, Agriculture, and Fish«
eries of Northumberland. Muosic—Thro’
the woods, laddie  Soag—by Mr Me-
Killop.

Absent Friends, Music—Auold Cang-
syne. Song—by Mr McDonald.

The Memorable 17th July, 1843, Mu-
sic—Dowifall of Paris.  Song—by M¢
Alexander.

The Memory of Francis Peabody, Esq.
In silence.

Sir Howard Douglas, late Lieutenant
Governor of New Brunswick, and pre-
sent Member of Parliament for Liverpool.
Music- -Dake of York’s March.
by Captain Kyle.

Good night, and joy be wi’ you a',
Music—We part 10 meet again. Song—
Auld Langsyune.

The President then vacated the Chair,
and all followed at a little more than ““a
wee sbort hour ayoat the'twall,” highly
gratified with the occurrences of the eve-
ning, and looking forward with delight to
the next merry wieeting.

Music—

Song—
Song

In responding to the fourth Toast, Mr
Street rose and said :—
Mr President and G

erdinary degr

~utlemen,~It is with no
I rise to
coaferred
county, in
fite sumptuous Bianquet,
h in the very haand+
1anner you have just
it no ordinary degree of
at | am uoaceustomed to
ublic speaking, (as many of you probably
ow o your cost, so far as having your j

LY :

th P at that 3 trs TRIT

L'l“'den.at and a’ tha:. Song, by Mr
ll . e

ab) b, His Excelleney The Right

Honor-!
Goy,. 'SC0unt Falkland, the L

tenaat|

@ r - - .
the P’nor of Nova Scotia. Muasic—Speed
St Ough, 1
o m . A 1 1 i
Pl‘el . The Right Honorable Sir Robert |

Sio.".20d He

t Majesty’s Ministers. Mu-|
i : sty’s Ministers !
R he p;

lot who weathered the storm. |

Ry b5 |
IT; %Y Dr. Thomson. [
0y 5 His Grace the Duke of Welling-
toye M the Army. Music—See the
ldi?”ng here comes. {
N . :
My, V:.he,h“"f of Haddington and the |
Usy o Usic—Rule Britannia

“WS * The Hogble. Joha W. Weldon,
BRRKOr Of the Honse of Ass st ] s
I the House of Assembly of

tience occasionally taxed) but from an appr
1at I may eot express my i
‘01 may

nd res-

from fee! 1 1
pousibility of returaing thanks devolves solely
Upon me, in consequence of the unexpected

aad unavoida
league, Mr Rankin,

} 3
testive board

ble absence of my friend and col-
hose ebsence from this
3 evening, cannot be otherwise
than a so fregret 1o I trust how-
ever, Mr 1 eat, thatif 1 should. as [ much
fear, failin properly conveying to you my sen-
timents, you will not attribute such failure to

any wantof & ition of the com
)

proper apprec
pitment aac heaor, on my part.
M: P it ~{ bave net the vanity to re.
ceive this compliment as personal to the mem-

bers of th? coua No, Sir [ view it as
something far, far, ¢ d that, This

Song—hy Mr Fraser. |

i
{
\
1

banquet, and the Toast you have just drunk
with so. much enthusiasm, although highly gra-
tilying to my feelings as an individual, I re-
ceive as intended, viz: as & mark of approba-
tion of the publie conduct of your Representa-
tives, after a trial of seme twelve or thirteen
years on my pari, and some sixteen or eight-
een on the part of my honorable colleague,
and as & tribute of respect to the poliucal
principles by which your Representatives have
been guided in the discharge of their Legisla-
tive functions. 1n this view I trust Ishall be
perdoned if I trespaes a few moments upoa
your time, in taking a retrospective view ot
those political principles which have eves been
my guide (and I may add that of my colleague)
since 1 have been in public life.

Gentlemen—some twelve or thirteen years
ago, when 1 first had the honor of presenting
mysell before you as a candidate for your suffra-
ges, I'etated to you that *“1 was” (what is now
called) ¢ a Conservative in principle,a firm ad-
mirer of the British Constitution, that glorious
Constitation under which we have the happi-
ness tolive, and devotedly attached 1o British
connexion, and the Laws and Institutions of
the mother country.  That while 1should ever
feel it my duty to afford support 1o the Gov-
ernment of the country, I would yield to none
in maintaining the just rights of my fellow
subjects, and by every honest and ceustitution-
al means, use my best exertions to redressany
abuses that might be found to exist; that while
on the one hand I should at all times stand
firm in maintaining and upholding the just
prerogative of the Crown, 1 should never be
found wanting in exertion to resist and expose
any improper and injudicious exercise thereof
in this province, by those ia authority.”

Such, Gentlemen, were the political princi-
ples I enunciated when I firet received from
your hands one of the most sacred trusts,
which British subjects can place in the hands
of a fellow citizen, viz: the right to assist in
making Jaws and regulations for the govern=
ment of your persons, your property, and life
itself; and such are the political principles
I have ever been guided by, sinee T first came
into public life, and such they will ever conti-
nue to be. I ask, Gentlemen, both {riend and
foe to exemine my political cereer ; yes, I will
say, my career both in public and private life,
and I challenge them to show an instance in
which I have deviated from those principles.

Such then, Gentlemen, are the political prin-
ciples, you have this day assembled to do hon-
or to. Such “‘the political principles to
which you have paid this handsome and flat-
tering tribute of respect In this view of the
matter, Gentlemen, can [ feel otherwise than
graufied, and proud to fiad myself a Represen:
tative of a Constitueney, who 'not only enter-
tatn those high, loyal, and conservative pn‘n:i-
pes, but possess British feeling and British
courage to avow and malntainthem at all haz-
ards, and on all oc

Gentlemen— I should 1udeed possess a heart
of stone, as suome have said [ do a frame of
iron, if [ did not feel gratified by being your
Guest at this Banqguet, and by being thus ho-
nored, (as who would nrot 1) as oae of your
Representatives,

Gentlemen—on behalf of my worthy eollea-
gue, (who, il he were present, would, | amsure,
respond to all I have said) and oa behalf of
If, I beg leave 1o thank you—which I do
heart—for the honor you have done
ually, and for this gratifying and ho-
tribu e of respect to those political
principles, we have ever felt it our duty to
maintain and support in the exercise of our
Legislative fanctions.

Gentlemen—1 fear [ am trespassing; hut
there are one or two remarks [ beg leave to
make e 1 sit down, conneeted with the
Ixte nufortunate difference between the Exeen
tive Government and the House of Assembly.
ln making thesc remarks, Gentlemen, I beg it
to be uanderstood, thatit is far from my wish
on this, or any other occasion, to allow one
word 10 escape my lips, caleulated to engender
strife or kindle party epirit.  So far from1t, Mr
President, it is my sincere desire to see the
party leelings and party feuds that have from
time totime disiracted thia fine and flourishing
county, sink into oblivion; and I am quite
ready to forgive and furget as far gs possible
and happy indeed should I be, Mr President,
if the inhabitants on both sides of the river,
or such of them as are at all embrued
party, or local feelings, would b
that thel eets ure ons and th ne—ihat
the same in sts which promote the prosper-
ity of Newe : or Douglastowa must also that
of Chatham, aad Jearn to see the absurdity of
allowing this beauuful river, the great artery
of our country, and the admiration of all who
visit us, that great link of commuaication be-
tween us and the parent state, the great high-
way for conveying our staple articles of trade
to the British market, to be a source of division
ot feeling, and of discord amosg us, and sim-
ply because there are two sides 1o the river.
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in mind

Gentlemen—I ttave ever felt, and I am sure
my honorable colleagie has also, es much
pleasure and gratlication in promotiog the ia-

terest of the South, as of the North side of the
river, and that both are alike entitled to, and
have at all times received an equal share of
attention from the members of the county,
since I have had the honor of serving you.

Gentlemen—if I allowed myself for a mo-
ment to be guided or influenced by local feel-
ings in the discharge of my public duties, I
should feel I was unworthy of your confidence ;
and Gentlemen, when 1 look around this fes-
tive board, and see so many good, honest,
intelligent Freeholders from every section of
the county, far and near, and from both sides
of the river, at this busy season of the year too,
I cannot but flatter myself that the exertions of
my colleague and myseli to promote the gene-
ral prosperity of this fine county, are and will
be appreciated by its constituency, the exer-
tions of a few interested individuals to the con-
trary notwithstanding.

Having eaid this, Gentlemen, 1 now beg
leave to call your atiention to the difference
between the Executive Government and the
House of Assembly, the last winter, It is with
reluctance I allude 1o this circumstance, inas-
much assome of my constituents have, I am
aware, signed an address to His Excellency in
approval of the conduct of the Government on
that question. Itismot my purpose here, Mr
President, 1o remark upon the manner in
which that address was got up, or the undue
means that were resorted to, to obtain signa-
tures thereto. These facts are preuy well
known to you all. Suffice it to say on that
subject, that the address in question, it is well
known, emanated from a member of the Exe-
cutive, who supported the appointment, which
gave rise to the difficulty, and whose interest it
therefore was to create an impression that the
country would sustain the Government. -~ But
it would not do. My principal and main object
in here alluding to this difference, Mr Presi-
dent, is, that some people have assigned as a
reason, I know, for signing the address in
question, not that they approved of the appoint-
ment, bat that the House of Assembly, by ad-
dressing Sir Charles Metcalfe, the Governor
General in Canada, in 1844, laid the foundation
for the conduct of the Goverament of this Pro-
vince on the present occasion, and that the
House of Assembly last winter, in remonstra-
ting by an humble address to {er Most Graci-
ous Majesty, against this ‘appointment, were
acting in opposition to those principles they
complimented Sir Charles (now Lord Metcalfe)
in sustaining in the winter of 1844 ; than which
nothing can be mcre erroneous. < Any person,
Sir, who will take the trouble to look at Sir
Charles Metcalfe’s reply to the address from
the men of Gore, published in the Loyalist
of date — February, 1844, will see the prinei-
ples of Colonial Government enunciated by Sir
Charles on that occasion in reference to the
dispute between him and his Council, and ako
look to the Journals of the House of Assembly
of this Province, under date of 21st February,
1844, will there see that the House of Assem-
bly of this Province by a solemn resolution,
supported Sir Charles Metealfe’s views of Co-
lonial Government, as by him defined in his
reply to that address ; and the House of Assem-
bly in their address to Sir Charles Metcalfe in
1844, was only supporting the views and prin-
ciples laid down by him asthose by which the
Governor of a Colany shonld be guided. Now
Sir, let any person, who chooses to take the
trouble, look at the proceedings of the House
of Assembly this last winter, and their addrees
to the throne, and he will at once see that the
whole proceedings were predicated and built
upon those constitutional prineiples of Celonial
Government, as defined and laid down by Sir
Charles Metcalfe in his memorable reply tothe
Men of Gore ; which principles had been pre-
viously received and recognized by the present
Home Government as correet, and agein by
Her Most Gracious Majesty in a compliance
with the address of ovr House to the throne,
the last winter, thereby clearly recognizing as
correct and constitutional, the stand of the
House of Assembly, and as erroneous the con-
duet of the Executive Government,

Mr President—] fear I have already tres-
p;h;od too long; 1 shall therefore sit down, as-
suriag you, that after returning to my own qui-
et home, and reflscting upon the proceedings
of the House of Assembly last winter, so firmly
convinced am I, that the course | then pursued,
and that the House pursued in this question,
was correct, that if the proceedings were to be
again gone over, I should pursue the same
cuurse, from a sense of duty, and a convietion
inmy own mind that the one that was pursued
was, under the circuwnsiances, right and cor-
rect.

In reply to the 12th Toast, Mr End rose and
said :—That from having epent many of his
early years in Northumberland, the circums
stance of meeting at this table with go many
of those persons with whom he had been go
long ia habits of intimacy in days
the recollections of many who hag passed
away, but who might be said to be still alive
in the scions aroun. this board—

gone by;

those things,

he gaid, might be supposed 1o excite emotions




