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From European Agriculture and' Rural
Economy.

MODEL FARM
AND AGRICULTURAL SCHOOL NEAR DUBLIN:

i By Henry Colman.

Lhere js an establishwent connected
With the agriculiure of Treland, which is
in the immediate neighboarhood of Dub-
', a8d which I have visited with the
Rfealest pleasure, and that isa Model
nﬂl:m and an Agriculwiral School. The

a“““a! government have determined 1o
2PPropriate seventy-five thousand pounds
Yonually (o the cause of cducation in Tre-
and, 10 be distributed, in proportions cor-
eponding 10 the subscriptions of iodivi-
or the same objects, in parts of the

-S0uDtry where education is most needed.

tig considered, and with good reason,
. “w‘ € great want, among the people, is
i u‘f!“. of krowledge in  applying
thej sing the means of subsisience within
I reach; that there isno indisposition
a:: ‘m:"]parl 10 labor ; thatthere is as yet
able Pl? extent of uncultivated land ca-
pYOduc?‘ deing redeemed and rendered
\Beiwr W%; and that a prineipal source of
o wﬁl'c cdness,l and want, and starva-
co“[;“ lich prevail in some parts_of this
buia ¥, often 10a fear{ul extent, is atiri-
Orino-e ;0 the gross ignorance of the la-
calios Classes of the best modes ('»f agri-
cOnvi-e'and of rural economy.  With this
Ovietig
all thei; ave determined to'connect with
in ek rUral schools a course of teaching
smem_xﬁc and practical agriculiure,
HEm‘:‘:&lcalin;@ knowledge of the simple
ARt of agricultural .c!xcmx-lr_v'; of
dry wh_modcs and operations of huskan-
ich have been adopted in apy

Counyy . :
and uSy,of the natare, and character,

cessay €S, of the vegetables and plants ne-
. ki ) % & > . ? 3
m\)roz Or useful to man or beast ; of ‘the

& kinds of live siock, and of the

00811y :
Mittion and vse of the most improved

o feahes -
ang "‘105‘ approved farming implements
thesr iac“n.e')'-~\vilh these views, it is
\ersamem“m to train their schoolmas-
A0d quarel ¥e0d oui such wen as are apt
braugua“ﬁed to teach these most uszeful

* Xor this purpose the govern-
Ve established this model farm,

en
a
‘Vhich
Wag begun in 1833, and which has

alrea(

lifieg an’dm agreater or less measure, qua- |

ers, Sent out seven hundred teach-
Confer \R ny mind it seems destined to
Il‘ela 1e ,'“05‘ important beunefit upon
or 89 jy i‘:“ [ may ?.|JJ upon the world,
aengEmen Ppens under the benignaat ar-
fOrnf}?elsho every good measure or effurt
amnr:)hrovemgm of mankind pruc.g.-d;
exteny s deUplA\:nzlull, to an unlimited
Pupils ’andeae teachers shall instruct their
turg li;e- these pupils become in
80wp an:]cac-hers ; and the gocd seed, thus
diug its c“"dt‘y scatiered, goes on -
02 ey ‘ma.ln_nliy-m«:rc.hl:); products,
an €0t which no humau imagination
'nﬂsler:a;ure' ’jl”L‘L’ thousand school-
Telang a:]eda(l this moment demanded r
Tied ¢ S'Up | the government u‘ruvdv.iur:m-
°0um|')' al[\’dyllhem_ Happy is it for the
Whep, i'nsw,ld“m“mblo to buman nature,
feams of a; bg'{.-sch‘-‘lm-\ ofavari e, a nd
‘]UQSX| al ‘hendrh‘o‘r}.‘ (H]‘l visions l.Ji cone
ort, and libery €adful expense of the com-

s and yp

Ysand lives, of the power-

those who lzo;;:jut‘f‘cwu‘ the attention of
l““{-beings in ‘h"“’:d(‘m:;:@, of their fel-
(he,,.i 5 eir lllllx]\' Is turr

Mprovement, thej, e

Com I
fare.[u”' a0d  their subsrantial wel

"

T
Stllll:oe] iModel Farm and Agricultural
a OUHhS A a place called Gl nevin,
oil, ”l;ec-(.m}%‘ from Dublin, on a gond
oyg, (ixre\};nu_‘”lun is elevated and salu-
Pect of S acing a wide extent of pros-
in, of oy 'ﬂnd land, of plain and moua-
}’usv * ity un'd 0hiotey. sumbiaine. the
'Ovemun.ls Ot men, and the "

s '“(me)n\'ofarl and science St
Scenery Picturesque and charmi 1g in rual
mo“ﬂlai' PTPs‘ulmg itself in ;:\_ bold
ful planss 200 deep glens, in ite beauti-
l“\vi‘dgmmm:’-”s cultivaged '_ <“'1Irx‘i
I\ Esot;nnend glittering expanse of "1 ]
13, Wiih il?f::!lil:‘:\l']"\eilf:f“du‘”h')“d of Dub-

and ¢}
and t

lns

€ moun-

Y grand and

of \\'i,:.|

AU\V,’,‘: s!

n upon their minds, the commis- |

18 uf the Divine Providence, the |

their |

ibenu:iful formation, bounding the pros-
| pect for a considerable extent, is among
{ the richest which the eye can take in;
! and at the going down of the sun in a fine
| summer evening, when the long ridge of
[ the mountains séemed bordered with a
{ fringe of golden fire, it carried my imagi-
i nation back, with an emotion which those
{only who feel it can understand, to the
| most beautiful and picturesque parts of
j Vermont, in the neighbourhood of Lake
{ Champlain. T have a strong conviction
l'of the powerful and beneficial influence
{ of fine natural scenery, where there is a
{ due measure of the endowment of ideality
| upon the intellectual and moral charac-
j ter ; and I would, if possible, surround a
i place of education with those objects .in
| nature best suited to elevate and enlarge
{ the mind, and stir the soul of man {rom
| its lowest depths. “Itis at the shrice of
{ nature, in the temple pillared by the lofty
' mouniaing, and whose glowing arches are
{ resplendant with inextinguishable fires,
that the human beart is most profoundly
{ impressed with the unutterable grandeur
{of the great object of worship. It is in
{ fields radiant with the golden harvesis,
{ and every where offering, in their rich
| fruits and products, an unstinted com-
| pensation to human wil, and the most
[ liberal provision for human subsistence
{and comfort, and in pastures and groves
{animated with the expressive tokens _ul
lenjoyment, and voeal with the grateful
‘ hvmas of ecstacy, among the animal crea-
| tion, that man gathers up those evidences

{ of the faiithful, unceasing, aod unboun-
{ ded goodness of the Divine Providence,
which most deeply touch, and ofren over-
b whelm, the heart.  The Model Farm and
School, at Glasnevin, has connected with
l'it fifiy-two English acres of land, the
| whole of which, with the exception of an
lacre occupied by the farm buildings, is
{ under cultivation, and a perfect system of
[ rotation of crops. [he wmaster (tf the
| school pays for this land a rent of five
| pounds per acre, and expenses earry  the
lrentto eight pounds per ‘acre.  Twelve
poor boys, or lads, live constantly with
him, for whose education and board, be-
| sides their labor, he receives eight shil-
lings sterling per week. They work, as
well as I could understand, about six
hours a day, and devote the rest uf. the
time to study, or learning.  The course ol
| studies is not extensive, but embraces the
most common :Hh‘i |]‘\'[‘J‘ bl’(”ll_'H('S ()l
{ education, such as arithmetic, gm)gruph}',
Inatural philosophy, and agricultural, in
all its scientific and practical derails,
They have an agricultural examination,
or lecture, every day. I had the gratifi-
| cation of listening to an examination, of
| fourteen of these young men, bruu:,'hll out
iof the field from their laber ; andcheer-
[ fully admit that it was eminently success.
[ ful, and in the highest degree creditabie
" Besides these
the farm, the
the normal
for

{poth to master and pupil.
| young men who live on
young men in Dublin, at ‘
| school, who are preparing themseives Lo
| teachers of the national schools, are requl-
;rs_”l to attend at the farm lun&l assist 1In
{ its labors a portion of the time, that lh‘c;y
[ may become thoroughly acquainted with
| scientific and practical agricaltore 1o ail
| its branches, and be able to }o:xth it; the
being determined that it

{ shall form an indispensable pxr‘( (_)I’ the

instruction throughout i€ |~‘.'u:d
Tlie areat objects, thea, of the establish-
ment, are 1o qualify these young men for
teachers by a thorough and pr yetical edu-
cation in the science, so far asit h:?-
reached that character, and in the mosi
in »thods and operations 0’1 agri-
culture. - Besides this, it 18 1nlendee 10
nnortunity tothe sons of men
nay be plac »d here as pu-

¥ A nived hathoo Al
a pe';;h';"h knowiedZe of,

government

school

roved m

fornish ano
of wealth, w
il qui ’ nos f
a familiar irsight into, all 1he€ rl»‘q-;”‘l,-
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est imnortance to p in the manage-

ment of their own estaies.

The superintend was P:_"f“"-’d‘ _t'”
0w me sounts in detail, which
? rtain, a suc-
but

yagement ;

terial elements

ylormation,

ich 1

shall take pains te give in the fullest man-
ner hereafter. .

As the crops were' uncommonly “fine,
and the'whole cultivation and manage-
ment, as far as it appeared, excellent, I
shall detail some few particulars in a cur-
sory manner,

The first object was to illustrate the
best system of rotation of crops ; and three
systems of alternate husbandry . ivere
going on jene of a course of three crops,
one of five, and one of nine ; and one spe-
cial object pursued in one deparument ‘of
the farm was i0 show the most eligible
course of management ol a single acre of
land, so as to give an example of the best
system of cottage husbandry for the poor
man, who might have only a small allot-
ment of land, and whose object would be!
1o feed a cow and a pig, and.to get what
supplies he could for - his faniily. Such
lessuns, it is obvious, must appear of the
bighest importance in Ireland, when we
consider the condition of its peasantry,
and cannot be without their advantages to
{ every cultivator of land.  Anotber object
aimed at is toshow that a farm is capable
of being kept in condition from its own
resources,and from the consuniption of the
principal part of the produce upon the
i tand. 'No manure is ever purchased here,
and the manager prolessed 1o ‘have an
ample supply. Six vears' trial, with
crops of the highest producriveness, and
tindicating no dimunition, but rather an

inerease of yield, seems to have satisfac
[ torily established this point. The provi-
! sions for saving all the manure, both li-
i quid and solid, for managing the compost
lieap, and for increasing its_quantity by
the addition of every species ol refuse
| that ean be fonnd, are complete, The
i stock consists of seventeen cows, one bull,
six young stock, two horses and one pony,
aod they are all carefully stall-fed, in
clean, wel! littered, and well-veantilated
stables, with ample space before and be-
hind them, and turoed out for recreation,
{ina yard, about two hours in a day., The
{ manure heap is in the rear ol the siables,
{isadways carelully made up, and kept
[ well eovered with soil, or sods, or weeds,
|
|
,

{80 28 10 prevent evaporalion, retain the
teflluvia, and increase the quality. Tae
liquid’ manure is collected bv spouts,
| from the stables, into a tank, from' which
| it 13, as often ag convenient, pumped up,
{and thrown, by an engine pipe attached
{to the pump, over the heap ; and that por-
tion of it which is not retained, but pass-
es ofl} is caught again in another tank,
and again returned upon the heap hy the
same process as before. The skilful ma-
nager of the farm prefers this method to
that of applying the liquid manure direct-
ly from a sprinkling machine upon his
fields. Either mode may have its pecu-
liar advantages, which I shall not now
discuss.

The object of each is to save and 10 use
the whole , and T am determined, so im-
portant do 1 deem it, neverio lose a fair
opportanity of reminding the farmers that
| the liquid manure of any animal, if*-pro-
[ perly saved and applied, is of equal value
{as the solid portions ; but in most places
{ this is wholly lost. The mapure for his
tcrops he prefers to plow in the autumn ;

and the extraordinary crop of potatoes
{grown by him are powerful testimonies
in favor of his management.

His potatoes give an average yield of
.y S8 D A
eighteen tons (gross weight) to an Eng-

lish acre, which, allowing fiffy-six
pounds to the b ishel, would Le seven
hundred and wenty bushels. He has

grown twenly-two ons 1o an ";H;‘:i‘-h
aere.- -Bitherof these quantiiies; in
New-England and in  Old-England,

would be considered a magnificent crop.
He plants his polatoes either in ridges
inc with the potatoes,

es asundar,

1
sapart in the dnlls
alled the lazy-bed
common p:‘.u.“'i(‘, A
respects the labor reqni-
ther misna In this
or plowed, and
{ thrown into beds of aboat three feet wide
| first form by ridging for back-furrowing
i with the plow and afier wards covered

throwo from a ditch between

or sels cighteen inc

| or else in what

ved.

red, is

case, the land is dog

with earth,
.

sdde ahnnt
2ds 40010t

are planted upon it, in rows,  crosswise,
at the distance of eighteen’inches by thit-
l'ty'inches apart and they are then cover.
"ed with about four inches of earth taken
out of the intermediate ditch with a
spade. After' the 'potatoes are fairly
above ground; they have a second cov-
ering of four inches of earth, as'before,
2nd this cotnprehend the whole of their
cultivation  in" the laZy-Uend-fashion.
When they are planted in dnlls'and ridg-
es, the space between thie ridges is never
suffered to be disturbed by a plow, bat is -
simply dug witl a spade, as it is an jm-
portant ohject to avoid injuries the young
fibrous roots of the plant, upon which the
tubers ‘are ‘formed. The potatoes are
kept, "in this ‘way, with an occasiopal
application’ of the hand to the weeds, en-
tirely ‘elean’; and the lusuriaoce of their
growth through out a large field, as far as
my observation goes was never surpas-
sed. By his management of his man-
ure,'sprinkling the heap  with the liquid
portions, and so keeping up, through’the
summer, a slight bat constant fermenta-
tion, not only all the weeds thrown up.
on ‘it'are rotted, but the seeds of these
weeds are effectually dé¢iroyed. He
says the largest crop of potatoes which
he “ever produced 'was had ,in a 'feld
where the 'sets” were placed over the
whole field, at a distance'ofa yard eaéh
way from each other. ‘He prefers al-
ways planting whole potatoes, of a medi-
um size, to cutting them, He showed
me a portiow of the. field, whicli had been
planted with cuttings of potatoes, sent
him by a friend, of .a new aod valuable
kind, and which he cut with a view to
planting more land ; but the difference
.in_their appearance was most marked,
and showed an inferiority of as one to
three . 1o those which ‘were  planted
whole. Ten bushels of seed be consid-
ers sufficient for planting an acre.

Histurnips promised extremely well,
I remarked 1o him that they were sown
in the drills very thickly. He replied
that he had never losthis crop by the fly,
and he atiributed his success 10 two cir-
cumstances—the first, to planting his
seed 1wo inches deep, by which means
{ the roots of the plant became extended
{and strong before the plant showed i1gelf
above grouad ; and the second, by sow-
[ing a large quantity of seed ; if the flies
{took a portion of the plants, he would
probably bave an ample supply Jeft. He
sulfers them to get somewhat advanced
before they are thinned, and then is care~
ful to select the healthiest and strongest
plants toremain. T mustnot be SUppos-
ed ever to endorse the opinions of anoth-
er man, simply because [ give them ; bat
certainly success is the best test of judg-
ment and skill, However interesting
and ingenious a man’s speculations may
be, bis practice is always worth vastly
more than theory.

His crops of mangel wurtzel were mag-
nificent ; and he gets a great deal of
green feed for his cows by plucking the
under leaves; though, if too severely
stripped in the autumn, they are liable
10 be injured by the frosts.

He sows tares and oats together for
green feed for his stock. The oats
serve to support the tares, and the mix-
ture seems to be greatly relished by the
animals. His great dependence  for
green feeding of his stock is vpon the I.
ftalian rye-grass, a most valuable grass,
which is very much commended wherey-
{er it is culuvated, and which, i hope,
{ will be introduced intothe United Siates,
| I saw a field of  this on the farm, Whicn
{ had already been cut twice in the season,
tand was nearly ready for another crop-
{ ping. In Manchester, the last antumn,
! T saw specimens of three cuttings of Itali-
{an rye-grass, all cat [rom the e field
Lin the same season, the combined lengih
{ of whieh was thirteen feet.. This was a
| surprising growth, and indicated the
I remarkable luxuriance of the plant,

s oats give an average yi :
| bushels to
| oats chiefly preferred here are the Scatch
{potato and the Hopetown oat.,  The
{ weight of the potato per bushel is
| stated to be t forty-four pounds. I

104 itin the Uuaited States, the

S I
Lngisn acre §

oats
abou

{ hav

vear ol its cultivation, 1o weigh as

much but the second year not to weigh




