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the living abilty of a nation from its quictade
at the momen®, we but adopt the exampie of
every past age in succession. The last ten
years of the Jast century were preceded by a
period of despair ; Chatham’s career was run,
gnd the national regrets over his tomb were
mingled with sorrows for the exiinction of all
parhamentary renown!—The day had gone
down, aud darkness was to cover the tky" for-
ever. But while the prediction was ecarcely
uttered, the horizon was in a blaze, mighty
meteors rashed past in a thonsand courses of
eccentrie speed and splendour ; and 8 period of
intellectual display began, which at onee daz-
zled and delighted mankiad. Anne’s Augus-
tan age of war, negotiation, ard eloquence,
was once pronounced to be, like the Avgustan
ege of Rome, incapable of rivalship by poster-
ity; by our ewn times have seen u bolder war,
a broader peace, and a richer developement of
science, invention, and ¢loquence.

For filty years, England was pronounced
to have worn herself out by the prolific brillian-
cy of the half centnry before ; like a precoci-
ous infant, to have anticipated her powers,
aod ensured their premature decuy ; like the
Beotians, to have had her Pindaric period,
and theaceforward to have paid for its rap.
tures and renown by perpetual darkness;or
like the Israelites in Egypt, to be condemned
to drudgery for life, eunk into an intellectual
slave caste ;—when in the midst of the scofiing,
or the sorrow, snddenly arrived a new epoch, a
new summons to the national genius, a time
of lofty interpositions, ** thunderings in the ear,
and lightning running along the ground,’’ an
era of the marvellous thisgs of mind ; the
chains fell off the hands, and, the generation
went forth, with a new sense of superiority,
inte new scenes of knowledge, discovery, and
empire.
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The following scene is laid in Ireland. Marston
naving been ap‘pcln(?d Secretary for that
country, & short time previous to the rebel-
lion, a plot was laid to assassinate him. How
this was frustrated, we shall Jet the author
relate himself, as well #s some stirring and
melancholy incidents which subsequeaily
eccurred.

Our mornings were chiefly spent in hunttng
overthe fine landscape which spread, in all
the various beauty cf vegetation, within view
of the mansion. On one of those days the at-
tention of the field was caught by the fierce
riding of asingular looking man, scarcely a~
bove the peasaut in his general appearance,
and yet mounted on one of the finest English
horses that I had everseen. He rode atevery
thing, managed his horse with praciised skill,
and soon beceme an object of general 2mulati-
on. To **ride up” to the * wild horseman,”
was found to be a task not easily accoroplish-
ed, and.at length all was a trial of speed with
this dashing exhiibitor. A glance which, when
on the point ol one of his most desperate leaps,
he threw back at me, seemed to be a kiad of
challenge, end I ruched on at epeed.  The
Irish hunter is maichless at ** tepping” stone
walls, but his practice has not lain much
among rivers; end the English horse is some-
times his master at ihe deep and rapid sireams
which rancing between crumbling bauks, are
perhaps the severest trials to both horse and
rider. The majority of the hunt pulles up at
the edge of one ol those formidable chasms,
and I was by no means unwilling to follaw
their example ; but the look of the strange ri-
der had a speer along with it, which put me on
my mettle, 2nd 1 dashed after him, The hounde
had scrambled throngh, asd we rode nearly
abreast through 2 broken country, that mixture
of bog and firm ground which cceure irequent-
ly in newly cleared land, and over which noth-
ing but the most powerful sinews can make
way. We had now left every pne behind us,
were struggling cn through the dimness of the
hazy day, sinking into twilight. Snddenly my
mysterious rival turned his horse upon me, end
to my utter astonishment discharged a pistol
at my head, The discharge was 8o close that
1 eccaped only by the ewerving of my horse at
the flash. I felt my face burn, and in the im-
pulse of the pain made a blind blow at him
with my whip. He had drawn out another
pistol i an- inetant, which the blow luckily
dashed out of his hand. No words passed be-
tween ug, but ] bounded on him to eeize him
He slipped away from my grasp, and, striking
in the spur, galloped madly forward, I in pur-
guit. . The twilight had now deepened, and he
plunged 1nto & lane bounded on both eides by
steep hedges, end which, from some former
buating in this quarter, [ knew to be 2 cul-de-
suc. This douhled by determination to make
mvself master of the assassia ; and even in the
hurry of the mement 1 formed some coneeption
of my havingseen his lece before, and that the
attempt to put me out of the way was connec
ted, in some way or other, with public affairs.
This question was soon deeided. He reached
the end of the lane, which was shut in witha
wall of about the height of a man. His horse
shied at the obstacle. The rider; with en
oath and a desperate exertion, puched him to
1 was now within a few yards of him
me to see the 2nimal make
a convulsive gpring, touch with his hiod feet
on the top of the wall, and roll over. My
Irish horse eleared it in the native style, and
I found my enemy crushad under his huater,
and evidently in the pangs of death. He had
been flung on a heap of stones, and_lhe weight
of the falling horee had brokea his spine. 1
poured some brandy down his throat, relieved
him from the incumbrance of the hunter—ai-
tempied to give him hope—buthe told me that
it was useless ; that he felt death coming on,
and that | was the last man who should wish
him to live, * a8 he had pledged himself to

it agein. [ wasno
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my extinction.” For a while, his reccllections
were wild, and he talked of events in France
and Spain, where he seemed to have done
some deeds whieh affected him with peeuliar
horror in the prospect of dissolution.  Bat el-
ter a brief period of those terrible disclosures,
his pains totally ceased, his mind grew elear;
and he acknowledged that he was one of the
leading agents ofa National Conspivacy to re-
publicanize Ireland.  “You ere too kind,"” said
he to me, ““10 one who now gees the madness
of the design, aud is eeneible of the guilt of
taking away the lives of honourable men.”” A
lapse of weakneas here tied his tongue ; and 1
brought him a dreught of water from the epring
which gurgled beside the wail. . Ha_  thanked
me, and proceeded to say, that my ¢ character
for vigileuce and activity had alarmed the
prineipal conepiratore, and thst he, thinking
all crimes meritorious jo a popular cause, hed
resolved to signalize the commencement of hie
services, by putting ‘the Englith secretary to
death on the first occasion,””  For this purpose,
he had fellowed my steps for some time in the
metropolis, but withoui finding a fit opportuni-
ty.. The intelligence of my hunting deys in
the north gave him renewed expectations, and
he had followed me in various disgnises; had
been present atdinnzrs and balls, where I wes
the principal gueet ; had even frequently con-
versed with me oa publicand foreign politics;
in fact, hiad haunted me constantly with a case
of pistols constantly in kis bosom ; yet had ne

ver been able to fiad the true opportunity of
de¢patching me without eclat. He had, at Jast,
determined to give up the object as altogether
hopeless; and had prepared to act on a belder
scale by heading open rgbellion,when he heard
of my intending to hunt on this day. It wasto
be his last experiment ; *“ and how rejoiced I
am,” gaid he, **that it has failed!” He now
appetred for a while in spparent meditation,
and then suddenly raising himeself on his haud,
euid in a full snd manly tose—* One thing I
still ean do in this world, if it may not be too
Jate. Leave me here; I must die ; go back in
all haste to your friends, and tell them to pre

pare either to fiy or defend their lives.  Thisis
the night appointed for the breaking out ofthe
insurrection. Fiity thousand men are glready
armed in the mouatains, and ready for the sig-
nal tb maich on the prineipal towns. The few
troops in the country are to be made prisoners
in their barracks, ' The government stores are
to be divided ameong the people. Before
twelve honrs are over we shall have a' force
of a hundred thousand men on foot ; and a re-
public will be proclaimed.””

The intelligesee was stariling, but not whol.
ly usexpected. ldemanded the names of the
leaders ; but on this head he refused to make
any anawer. [ next ‘enguited, whether the
rebe divectery had any hope of aseistance from
the Continent.  * That I cen fully answer,”
eaid he, now almost at Lislast gaep. “ I my-
celf was the nrgotiator. It is but a month
since | was in Paris. The Governmentagreed
to send seven sail of the line, with = ten
thonsand troeps, and Hoche, the {avourite gen-
eral of the republie, to the north ; or, 1n case
of unexpected obstacles, to the eouth of Ire-
land. 1 have been Jooking out for their flag
from hour to hour.” The man sank back on
the ground. 1 prepered to ina for help, if
there were any to be found in that desolate
place:” He grasped 1o my hand ; hie was icy.
“ No,” suid he, ” | must now be left alone; [
am dyiug, and I am not sorry to die. 1 am
free from your blood, and § shall not share in
the horrors which I see at havd.. Men in
health, and men dying think differencly of those
things,Farewell I He gave my hand a con-
vulsive claep, and expired.

My situation was an anxious ope. Night
had fallen, and the hour was full ot peril to
those whom 1 had left behind ; it was even
possible that the insurrection might have alrea-
dy broken out. Sounds, which scemed 10 e,
in the stillness ef the hour, to be the signals
of the peasantry—The echoes of horns, and
wrampling of bodies of horse—began ~to rise
upon the ground. At lengh.a loud ehout, and
firing of musketry on the skiris of the wood,
awolkes me (o a rense of the danger of my situa-
tion 1forced my way through the thickets, aad
gaw a skirmish between a large maes of armed
men, and n picket of troopsin a village on the
vorders of i~ wood.” There was now ao time
1o be lost. I returned to the spot where the
body lay, placed my hand on its forehed, to as-
certain whether any remnaot of hfe liogered
there ;. found all cold; and, remounting my
horse, wound my drearv ang difficuit way back
to the mansion

To my surprise, Ifound the windows bla~
zing with lights, carriages arriving, and all the
signs of a night of gala. Ihad lorgotten that
this was my noble eatertainer’s birthday, and
that the whole circle of the neighbouting no-
bles and gentlemen had been for the last month
javited. There were to be privaie theatricals
followed by a ball end supper. The whole
country continued to pourin, - Full of my dis
astrous intelligence, my firat inquiry was for
the noble host; he was not (0 be secen. | was
at length informed under the seal of secrecy
from his secretary, that some icformation of
popular movemeats within a few miles, had
been conveyed to him late in the day, he had
put himeelf at the head of the equadron of his
yeomanry 1o ascertainthe nature of the distur-
bance, and as it was too late to countermand
the invitations to the ball, had given strict or-
ders that the cause of his absence should be
concealed, and that the cntertainmenta ehould

o on a8 if he were present.

Agreeing that this was the wisest thing
which could be done, to evoid unnecessary a-
larm, which paralyses action beforehand, and
renders all ridiculous after, I seldom felt it more
difficult to play my pari than on this eceasior,
As & minister, auy thing in the shape of solici-
tude onmy part, was sure to be magoified into

actual disaster, ss I was forced to keep an un-
embarrassed countenance, 1 immediately sent
outservantsin every direction te bring intelli-
gence of the actual state of affairs, ardebove
ail, "to ascertain what had detained their mas.
ter. Though all this was done with the ut-
most secrecy, it was impossible to suppress the
growing impression that something extraordi-
nary must have oceurred to withdraw'from hig
own hoepitable roof, aud g0 long detain, the
lord of the mansion, distinguished as he was
for the most polished courteey. As the hour
waned, the enquiries became more urgent, the
dance languished, and the showy ecrowd form-
ing inte groups, and wandering through the
siloons, or gahered to the windows, had evi-
dently lost all the epirit of festivity,  To my
astopishment, strong opinions began to find
utierance, and { diseovered that his lordehip,
in his general and lofty dicregard of the ehades
of popular eentiment, had among his gueets
some individuale whose’  rank and
wealth  had not preserved them from the
taint of republicanism. As it twas not my
purpose to make a ball room the scene of a
political squabble, and as I feltit due to my

official position to avoid any unnecessary en-

tanglement in the obscure follies of provincial
pertizanship, I first tried to lavgh down the
topic * But a young orator, a handsome and
fluent enthusiast, recently returned from a
continental excursior., gave so slirring a picture
of the glories of French independance, and the
glittering advantages which must eccrue to all
countrigs following the example, that'I was
lorced to stand on my defence. The gallant
republican was not to be repelled; he poured
out upon me, as he warmed with the theme,
80 vast a cutalogue of publie injuries, in lan-
gusge 80 menacing, yet so eloquent, that I
was forced to ask whether I was slanding in
the midet of a Jacobin club—whether his object
was actually to establish a democracy, to go-
vern by the guillotine, to close up the churekes,
and inscribe the torwbs with—death is an eternal
sleep ; to'swear to the extinction of monarehy
and proclaim universel war. Our dispuse had
now attracted general notice.  He answered
with eill more vehement and eleborate detail.
I had evidently the majority onmy eide; but
some few adhered to him, and those, two men
of consequence, and obvious determination.
The ladies shrank affrighted, as the conlest
grew more anory ; end the usual and unhappy
result of political discussion in Ireland, an
exchange of cards, was about to take place,
when one of the servants bronght me a emall
packet of papers which has been found on the
body of the assaesin. Glancing over them I
saw a list of the Jeaders of the insurpection,
and the first name in the paper that of my an-
tagonist. I crushed the document in my band,
2nd beckoned him to a window. ~ There, alone,
2nd out of hearing of the gnea's, who however,
followed us ankiously with their eyes, I charg-
ed him with his guilt. He denied it fiercely.
I gave him five minutes to coneider whether he
would confess or abide the consequences. His
countepence visibly exhibited the perturbations
of his mind; he turned red and pale alternately,
chuddered, then braced himself up with ‘des-
perate resolution, and finally ended by denyisg
and delying eveiy thing. It was not n my
nature to prees upon this moment of agony ;
but telling him, that nothing but ‘compnssion
prevented my ordering his arrest on the epot,
I again warned him to make his peace _with
government, by a golemn abjuration of his de-

n.
gl have the whole scene before me still. This
man was destined to a memorable melancholy
fate. ] never remember a countensuce more
expressive of intellectual refinement 5 but there
was o strange and feverish restlesness in his
large grey eye, almost ominous of his future
career He was still young, though he had
gone through vicigsitudes enough to darkenthe
longest life. He had been a few years before
called to the bar, the favourite profession of
the Irish geniry, where he had exhibited taleats
of a remarkable order; but an impatience of
the slow enceess of this prolession dreve him
to the hazards of politizal change. He had
married, eod this increased his difficulties,
uptil party came athwarthim with'its promises
of boundless honour and rapid fortune. Hig
ganguine nature embraced the temptation at
once ; but the parliamentary opposition was too
deliberate end frigid for the boiling blood ; he
plunged into the deeper and wilder region of
conspiracy, took the Jead, which is 8o’ soon
assigned to the brilliant and the bold, and be-
came the soul of the tremendous faction which
was ready to proclaim the separation of the
empire. ,

He had now returned from France, with a
commission in the army of the Republic, anda
plan agreed on with the Directory for the inva-
gion of Treland ; but these were discoveries to
be made hereafter. On thie night I saw no-
thing but a gallart enthusiast, filled with classic
recollections, inflamed with the ardovr of early
life, and deluded by the dreams of politieal
perfection, My sense of the utter: ynin which
he was preparing for himeeif wasso strong, that
1 pressed him from point to point, until he
was (orced to teke refuge in flight, and, rushing
from me, burst open a door which led tothe
demesne. While I paused not unwilling to
give him the opportunity to escapel heard a
wild burst of wailing, and a confusion of voices
outside. ' ¥n the next moment, I saw the fugi-
tive return, with a tottering step, a bloodlegs
countenauce, and a leok of horror.  Without 4
word, he pointed to the door ;1 followed ihe
direction, and saw what well might justify his
feeliugs. The troop of yeomanry had been at.
tacked on their return from patroling the cowx.-
try ; an ambuscade had been laid for them by »
large force of insurgents, in one of the narrow
roads which bordered the demesue, and where,
frorn its vicinity they had imagined themselvig

secure. As they moved dewn thie defiile witi




