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MANURES,
MANURES COMPOSED CHIEFLY OF MOULD.
From a Prize Essay, by 'S. L. Dana.

These are of vegetable or ‘animal ori-
gin. ' And first, of animal mould.  Here
we shall fied, that we'come, perhaps, bet-
ter'preparéd to understand this part of
our subject, than either of the prece
classes. We have explained the principles
which enable us to understand why it is
that animal ‘and ‘vegetable substances
produce, by decay, indentical matters.
The only différence consists in the quan-
tity of these matters. Let me here, rea-
der, call to' your rememberance 1he facts
we stated respeciing the two classes of
of food, and the two sses-of substances
formed frofy that food by animals, A
certain portion of that food contains none
of that principal which torms ammonial
This portion of food makes fat. " Another
portion ‘of food contains ‘the subsianee
which ‘forms ammmonia.  This'part of the
food forms flesh and blood, and the other
parts of the body, skin, hair, feathers,

bristles, “wool,  horng, ' licofs, nails and
claws;thews

d

and'sinews. * Now, when a
body“dies ar cays, the mould which it
forms will'l anure, Or' poor ma-
nure, just in proportien as it contains
more or less of ihe substances formed out
of that portiod’ of food which ‘furnishes
flesh and blood. - The tat; therefore, in
agimal'mould, pla rery’ inferior part
to that acted by 'th 1and blood. Ina
word, as [ wish to dismiss the fatty mat.
ters from ‘our present’ consideration, I
may do this| reader, by stating to you, all
that you need-kn t ‘in decay, ‘'fat
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{ and seem quite indesiruciible.

| short action of manure, to use the fleshy

| slow and permanent aetion, to comme

in with earth, soil, &c, These imbibe the
escaping virtue or strength, and become
rich and feriilizing. 1t remains. to state,
that every pound ofanimal carcass can im-
pregnate ten pounds of vegetable mould;

or, taking our arable soils as they usually
occur, one pound of flesh, fish, blood,
weol, horn, &c., can fertilize three hun-
dred pounds of common loam. ; You will
see, therefore, reader, how little you have
now to learn of the recessity of saving
everythiog in the shape of animal mat-
ters, and converting them to manure, by
turning them into your: compost heap.
Itis to beremarked, that the dry forms
of animal Substances undergo the precess
of decay when left to their own action
very slowly. Wool, hair,; flocks, horn.
shavi ., or even leather chips and
ings, bear long exposure,

They yet
are rich1n all the true virtue of manure.
They want something to bring. this out,
10 set them a working, 10 bring on, fers
wentation.  Well, on this head we: may
lay down two rules ; the first is, that if
buried among a heap ot fermenting mat-
ter, that communicates a similar change
to these dry animal subsiances. . This.is
slow work. _ The second rule is, that if
these dry raatters areuried in. the. soil
among the roois of growing plants, then
these act more powerfully than fermenty-
tion, and ihe dry sub ces areg convers
ied to manurg, at speed.which may be c
led quick, compared to the fermenting
process. The practical  lesson 10 be
drawn from these differences of action he-
tween the fleshy and horny paris of
mals is; that when you want a quick an
i
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{ manure

If then, reader, you pause here a mo:
ment upon ihis fact, and then cast, your
view backward over the principles we
have endeavoured to impress on your
uemory, you will perceive that there is
not.among all the classes and kinds of
which ‘we have showr you,

l one which may not be added, or, as is the

with peat, meadow-

phrase, composted

{ mud, swamp-muck, or by whatever other

i tion of tl

name these great storehouses of vegeta-
ble matier are called.. TTheseare the true
scources of abundant manure, to all whose
stock of cattle, &e., is oo small to give
manure enough for the farmer’s use, It
is the farmer’s business to make a choice,
if be has any but Hobson’s of what sub-
stance, or mixture of substances he will
use, . We have shown him how small a
portion of animal watter, one 1o ten, of
sure mould, will impregnate that, sub-
stance. Taking thena eord ol swamp-
muck, we shall find it contains in_round
numbers, about one thousand pounds. of
real dry vegetable mould. So that the
carcass of an animal weighing one hun-
dred pounds evenly and well mixed up
with a ‘cord of ‘fresh-dung wmuck, will
make w cord of manure, containing all the
elemernts, and their amount too, of a cord
of dung. Butitis not from the carcasses
of animals that the farmers expeci to de-
rive‘the quickening salts for his muck.
Thiscan be the source of that power only
a the butchers, (what fat iands they all
bave !) or tothe dwellers near the sea,
re fish is ‘plenty.” A barrel of ale-
it is said, fertilizes a  wagon-load
{ . The carcass of a horse converts
aud fertilizes five or six cords of swamp-
muck, A cord of clear stable dung ehan-
ges two cords'of this same muck - into =
mapure as rich and durable as stable ma-
are “all’ ihe results,
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the fall, let it lay over : winter to” fall 10
powder, calculate your quantity when
fresh dug, and allow nothing for shrink-
ing in the spring ; when your alkali is 10
be well mixed in with the mould, and, af-
ter shovelling over for a few weeks use it
as you would stable manure, >

These quantities of ashes and alkali are
the lowest which may be advised, Three:
or four times this amount may be used
with advantage, but both the quantity of
alkali and the number of loads- per, aere,

' must and will be determined by each. for

' himself,
{ means, rather than of practice.
{ supposing the smallest quantity of - ashes

{ even an heavy soils
| “ifl)"

[t is-a question of ways and
But

or of alkali to be used which we have ad-
vised, then at least five cords of the com-
post should bensed per acre. This may
be applied toany soil, light or heayy.
But there is another form of this same
swamp-muck and alkali, which should

\ be used only on light, loamy, sandy soils,

to produce its greatest benefit, though
if not very wet, it
be used with great advantage.

{ Thig is a:compost of one cord . of spent

! asl
asiles

to three cords of swamp-muck,
This is decidedly the best mixture which
has,yet been tried. We have in. this all

i that mixture of various salts and mould
{ which planis want,and both by the action’

i and at hand.

| tions for hime and salt, or other
! which may be used.

of the, mould and by that of the ‘air,, the
alkali of the spent ashes, which no leach-
ing would extract, is soon let lose, and
preduce all the effeets of so much  clear
potash or soda. .

[ have thus, given you a view
of the ways by which you may convert
your peat bogs and swamps into manure
when you have neither catile or hogs. - I
ltave not thought it worth while 10 go in«
to this subjeci lurther angd give you direc-
matters
I have given you
the most common, and those well known:
All you want, then, 10 ap-
of torming composts
o give the tlittle attention which
ill enable you to understand them,
d the rest must be lelt to your com-
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{ would here, reader, take my leave of
1, and in the hope that we may again
to bave another.ta There are a
other points relating to ma-
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