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THE“TIME TO'DIE.
BY MISS MARTHA A. WISWALL.

It was winter. Before a cheerful fire sat an
aged man in lonelv meditation. = The curtains
‘ell in heavy folds to the floor, casting an air
of comfort over the room, and exeluding the
pieyeing cold.  Yet a tremor passed over tite
frame of the old man, as the storm without fell
upon his ear. “I am thankful I have a shelter
on euch a might as this,” said he, drawing his
easy chair nearer to the fire: “ Woe to the
wretch that roams abroad in such a storm;”
then musing for some time, he began pacing
the room, and ever and anon pausing in deep
thought, which ‘at length' found expression—
‘“ Death is a fearful thing to contemplate at
at any time, but in such a season as this, me-
thinks I would struggle hard for life. To be
placed deep in the cold und frozen earth, no!
she herself seems to strive to prevent the act,
and winds her robe of snow over her strong
breast to prevent admittance within it.

¢ When I die, may it be in the bright and joy-
ous spring time, when all nature is fresh and
gay. But hark! surely I did not hear a knock,
for who would venture out on such a night 7
ard opening the deor he saw before him a
young girl, who begged for shelter in accents
to excite pity,in the hardest keart.  The ap-
peal was enough for the kind-hearted ald man,
and drawing her within the room, he gave her
& seat near'the fire, and tried to revive her
drooping frame. After she had so far recover-
ed as to answer his inquiries, she told him she
was a lonely creature with no friend in the
world; she” had roamed about from place to
place, living on charity ; she had never known
tather, or mother, or relative.

The old man stll dwelling upon the subject
which had for some time occupied him, asked
her if death would not be a ‘welcome messen-
gerito her, as she had nothing for whieh to
live, and no one cared for her—would she not
be willing todie and be at rest

““Oh, ask me not to give up my life, it is
sometimes bright and joyous. In the lovely
summer, the flowers are my friends; the birds
apeak to me from the trees; and the bee winds
his tiny horn for me, and then I wander forth
to the green woods, and life is all sweetness —
¢Oh, no ! youth is no time to die.” »

Years rolled on ; the spring appeared gradu-
ally bright, the birds rejoiced on' every bough,
and ali pature smiled lo welcome the blithe
Goddess of Spring.  But the old man had found
new ties to bind him to the earth ; the houseless
wanderer was es a daughter to him; his inter-
et in her was toe strong a bond to be easily
broken. It was as hard to leave the world now
asin the cold and dreary winter ; age seemed
but to strengthen. the love of life, although
youth was withered, and nature dying, yet
*“ life! life only was his desire.”

Spring passed, and summer with its mildand
balmy air, visited the earth ; the maiden smiled

in her gladness of heart, and the old man re- |:

joiced in her happiness, for she threw joy and
bliss around her; her happy laugh rung upon
his ear in wild and merry peals as she watched
the flight of .the gay butterfly, and her sweet
song rose upon-the air asshe tended her birds
and watched the opening of each bud to the
light. . Time flew swiftly by, yet the old man
and the maiden were as fondly attached to the
earth as in its spring time. . Death gained new
horrors as the season advanced; their summer
paths were strewn with fowers. It was ne
time 1o die,”

Autumn, with its, purple grape, and downy
peach, and plessant nuttiag time, .took the
place of summer, and brosght with it the light-
ness and joyousness of cool air and freedom
from the oppressive heat: the litle maiden
tnpped through the dry leaves, and chased the
squirrel” with ‘almost its own swiltness; then
tirowing back' her suany curls, she bounded to
the side of ‘the’old man, as he sat under the
vines at the ‘door, making glad his eyes with
her bright and happy face, and his heart grew
young again in "her lighwsome, joyous mirth;
both little thought of Death.  The earth had
clothed herself in' a robe of brown and dry
leaves, and hid herself' from the eys of man—
she:seemed not to wish for human company in
this -her time of change.

"Winter again'returned ; again we zee the old
man sitting in_his chair before the bright and
glowing fire ; but he'is not the solitary, being
he was before, for beside him is one in the first
blush of youth and grace ; she is no longer the
gay aud noisy child; she is no |ess lovely, no
iess happy; but 'a deeper  thought steals over

her face, and-a heavenly radiance sits upon’

her features, as she bends over the book from
which in accents of deep reverence, she reads
the word of God to the old man.

What think they now of death? The. faces
of both look “more restrained, the Holy Spirit
sheds its light on the way which leadcth to 1he
grave ; it no longer seems dark and lonely.
The old man received the heavenly gaest into
a beart which had’ always been the residence
of kindness and charity.  The maiden now
drooped daily, but she no longer thought it hard
to give up life; and when the cold blast swept
over the earth, and the rope of snow enzeloped
it with robes no less white, she was received
1nto its bosom, Then I asked the old man,
““ When is the time te die ?”

“ A holy calm was on his brow,
Aud peaceful was his breath;

And sweetly o’er his features stole
A smile, a look divine,

He epoke the Janguage of his sou]—
*¢ My master’s time is mine 1*

LOVE ON.
¢ Love not, love net, ye hapless sons of earth.”
Love on, love on, the soul must have a ehrine,
The rudest breast must have some hallow’d
spot,
The God who form’d us left no spark divine;
In him who dwelle on ‘earth yet lovéth not.
Devotion’s links compose a sacred chain’
Of holy brightness and unmeasured length ;
The world with selfish rust and reckless stain
May mar its beauty, but not touch itsstrength.

Love on, love on—ay even though the heart
We fondly build on proveth like the sand ;

Tho’ one by one  Faith’s corner stones depart,
And even Hope’s' last pillar fails: to stand—

Tho’ we may dread the lips we once believed,
And know their falsehood shadows all our

days, 2

‘Who would not rather trust and be deceived

Thar own the mean cold spirit that betrays ?

Love on, love on—tho” we may live to see
The dear face whiter than its circling shroud;
Tho” dark and dense the glcom of death may
be,
Affection’s glory yet shall pierce the cloud,
The truest spell that heaven can give to lure,
The sweetest prospect mercy can bestow,
Is jthe blest thought tha! bids the soul be
sure, ;
*T'will meet above the things it loved below.

Love on, Jove on~—Creation breathes the words,
Their mystic music ever dwells around ;
The strain is echo’d by unnumbered chords,
And gentlest bosoms yield the fullest sound.
As' flowers keep springing, tho’ their daz'ling
bloom
Is oft put forth for worms to feed upon ;
So. kearts tho® wrung by traitors and the tomb
Shall still be precious, and shall still love on.
ELIZA COOK.

From the Halifax Morning Post.
ENGLISH HISTORY.

OUTLINE SKETCH OF EARLY ENGLISH HISTORY
—ROMAN CONQUESsTS, &C.
¢ Look from the ancient mountains down
My noble English boy!
Thy country’s fields around thee gleam
In sunlight ard in joy.

 Ages have rolled since foeman’s march
Pass’d o’er that old firm sod ;

For well the land hath ‘ealty held
To freedom and to God!”

On the evening of Wedneeday last, Mr Howe,

tory of Europe, recalled the atten'ion of the
audience (to the hasty = manner in which
in which on & previous evening he had been
compelled to run over the Kingdoms and States
that compose the most_powerful quarter of the
Globe, and intimated his intention on the pre-
gent occasion to confine himself to English
History.

We' avail ourselves of the opportunity to run
off for ‘our readers ‘a rough sketch of the early
history of our Father Larnd.

England derives its name from' a village
near Sleswick, called dnglea, whose popula-
tion joined the first Saxoa freebooters: Egbert
called his kingdom Anglesland  Anglesey

-means Eogland’s Island—cy in Saxon being

Island. It is said that am ancient manuscript
records the arrival of some fugitive Trojans

'in continuing his series of lectures on the His- 300,000 men were killed ; but Alarie, (who

ithat were ever composed, and were expressed |

in triads for ease of memory.

At or about-the time of the sueccessful inva-
sion of Britain, Rome was in the zenith of her
glory. Her conquests, her orators, poets, and
statesmen, are too well kwown to require re-
capitulation, and she at that early period shared

‘the eommerce of the earth with but few other

cities, including Corinth, to ‘whose luxury the
Corinthian order is ascribed. The power of

‘Rome had been felt througheut the then known

world; ard tae siege and destruciion of Jerusa-
lem, by ‘Litus, may justly be said to be a sam-
ple of the cruelty and atrocity. that at this time

marked the progress of the victorious arms of }

mighty Rome towards universal Empire—
while the luxury, vice, and effiminacy that had
usurped the place of her former virtues, were
fast sapping the foundations 'of her prosperity,

jand eventually left her an easy prey to her

enemies,  Julius Cmsar usurped the supreme
power 48 B. C.; and from that time till 497
there were sixty four Roman Emperors.. Their
reigns averaged eight years, and out of the
whole. number,  sixty: four, foriy five were
moneters of crime,  Out of sixty two Cesars,

from44 B. C, 10 A. D. 395, forty five were

assassinated or poisoned, two, (of them Nero,)’
killed rhemselves, one died of the plague—

‘another was killed by lightning—another burst
~an artery—Ileaving but very few who died na-

tural deaths. It was on the 19th July that
Nero set fire to Rome.  The fire continued for
six days, and three{ourths of that fine city was
destroyed.

It may be proper to remark that the breaking
up of the Roman Empire in Italy by the inva-

;sion of the Northerns, and the general conspi-

racy of the conquered nations, is ths period
when-anciént history ceases.  Ancient history
therefore commenced ‘in the obscurity ‘of tra-
dition about 1660, B. C, and ended aboutthe
year A. ‘D.; 400 —about two thousand years;
and Modern began with Mahomet or Charle-
magne. The obscurity of events in the earlier
period of Modern History, owing to general
ignorance, is almost as great as that which
eharacterizes the antecedent ages of the world.

Many and severe were the contests that
marked the period previous to the finglsubju-
gation of the Britons by their conquerors; ‘but
none of them merits more unotice than the he«
roiem displayed by Queen Boadicea, who at
the head of her subjects attacked the Romans,
burned London, and killed 70,000 of its inha-

.bitants ; but being soon after taken prisoner,

.this heroie woman poisoned herself in A. ).
59, . About the time of the division of the
Empire, the Roman armies were gradually
withdrawn {rom various countries to. combat
the enemies of the state ‘nearer Rome, and

|! Britain was thus freed from the yoke of Rome,

A.D. 426.

1t ' suited the policy of the. latter to style
other nations ¢! Barbarians;” but the aggres-
sions and ambition of that people, and. their
employment of one nation to conquer another,
cannot be sufficiently condemned; and it is
not atall surprisiog that injured natiors should
have nnited atlast to assert their independence,
An incursion ‘of the Goths and’ Heruli was
defeated by Claudius 1I. in 2869, when about

was subsequently killed by Clovis) King of
the Franks, after pushing his victorious arms
over Europe from 40110 410, sacked and plun-
dered Rome inthe latter year.  Genseric, the
‘Vandal, also everrun Taly, and even invaded
Africa in 439, and in. 455, Rome fell an easy
prey to that warrior. . Totilla the Goth, also
took and plundered Rome in 537; but Beliea-
rius retook in two years after ; and it was again
retaken by Totilla, previous to which it had
béen taken by Odoacer, made King of Jtaly,
in'd76. ~ The first’ Bishop of Rome was made
in A. D. 109. That diguitary asserted hissa-
premacy in 494 ; and. the Christian Kra was
invented and introduced by Dyonisius in 516,
But we must briefly enguire what had beea the

+ advantages 1esulting to Britain by the occupa~-

med Brutus, who established a government,and |

at 'his death left England, Scotland and Wales,
to each of his three sons. '~ This account was
believed by Shakspeare, (who founded oa it
his tragedy of ZLear, one of Brutus’ descend.
ants) by Raleigh and by #ilion. - Henry VIL
published his pedigree in a direct line from
Brutus, in proof of his title to the throne.

The earliest records of Britain arethe manu-
scripts and poetry of the Cambrians, corrobo-
rated by their monuments at Stonehenge and
other places, These shew that in a very re-
mote age a people inthe Euxine were conduct-
ed to Britain and there established laws and a
government. Previous to this the country was
covered with forests and inhabited by various
wild animals. = The language of the first settlers
was; the same as is now spoken in Wales, of
which the Erse of the Scottish highlands and
ithe Irish are dialects, similar to the Phenician
and Carthagenian, with many Greek words;
‘and their religion was the worship of the fire
and sun. Itis supposed by many that Britain
originally joined the continent,

In 55, B. C, Britain wus invaded by Julius
Casar, who marchsd beyond the Thames and
Dover  Castle, bu: subsequently withdrew.—
The Romans again invaded England in A. D.
43, and conquered the whole Island except the
mountains of Scotland ‘and Wales—Cwmsar al-
leging -as a reason that the Britoms had aided
the arme of the Gauls, at that time also subject
to the Romansg. . The country atthat time ac-
cording to the conqueror was semi-barbarous;
but had war-chariots, and fought with discip-
line and bravery—being governed by their
priests—called druids and bards. The druids
are said to have been fine poets and moraliste,
but their ideas of causation were superstitious,
and they believed in charms, elves, demons,
&c. - Their moral maxims ate equal to any

Y 2 i ly 5 5
about the yesr 1200, B C, under a leader na- : fion of the Roxang for neally 00 yaars

It ‘is reasonable to suppose that cominerce
'hd not been entirely neglected—not that the
Romans originated the early trade of Britain,
becaunse it is generally believed that many of
the Mediterranean traders visited that country
previously, for the purpose of procuring tin,
which article first gave it an importance in the
Aucient World.,  The Romans it may be sup-
posed first introduced Christianity into Britain ;
at any rate, it must have been through their
means, and some have even asserted that the
country was at one time visited by St. Paul
The' British lady Claundia, to whom Martial
addressed some epigrams, (with others to Li-
nus and Padius,) is supposed to be the very
Clandia mentioned with the other two in Paul’s
Second Epistle to Timothy,  She is believed
by the Cambrian writers to have been of the
family of Caractacus; and perhaps the first
British christian _ In 51 Caractacus was taken
to Rome ; in 62 Paul was in that city, and was
murdered by Nero in 67 ; and Martial died in
60 in the same city, aged 75. Her Cambrian
name as tracslated would be Gladys Raffytte;
for Martial addressed her husband as Padeus
aad Rufius on their marriage ; and  he also ad-
dresses two or three of his epigrams to Linus,
proving the connexion of the three, all of whom
are mentioned by St. Paul as his friends. = The
writer from whom we glean this says—uno
proof stronger can be adduced than these of
the verity of Su. Paul’sletters—while the iden-
tification “of this beantiful Briton .as an early
christian connected with him is a most interest-
ing and remarkable circumstance..  But chris-
tianity met with stern  opposition from the an-
cient Britons and their priests; and although
generally prevalent when the Saxonsarrived in
451, that event again introduced another epe-
cies of paganism inferior perhaps to the religion
of the Druids. g :

The Saxons, like the Ramans, did not.easily

_dy was found in 1189, by Henry I1; and
‘of hisQueen (Guenivar) at Glastonbury. *
‘appeared to have been of large stature, and

.justice administered, and the Saxonsalso ™ vilege

/ing class were'slaves down to a Jate' pefl
{The Saxon invaders divided Englard in

ithe, Heptarchy, between which wars prevé =+

' default of issue, united the whole in 827.

i In @ case tried in Flintshire 80 years: b

" and this is confirmed by. the fact that thé®

 land had long been held by & weak p

| whom he had entertained at his court 8

. Hours of Meditation and Devotional Reflect

conquer our forefathers: = King Arthur, ¥

i flounshed between 208 and 240, is recorded® from |
writers;/findependent of the Romaace wrilll® 1n ign
to have been successful in twelve y'ncqu' O tion, c
tles agairet the Saxons. He is also mentio¥ a]| off.

in Ossian as an ally of Fingal. —Anything @& ever r
nected with this valiant Primce and his knif® ced as
of the Round Table must always be interet#® rupter
It is therefore satisfactory to know that W% loved
deeds

“ I(
vealed
light -
Thank
ledge
hig ho,

wounds were traced in his head, by somé
which doubtless he was deprived of life.

The Britens nad annual meetings at
and ether ‘places, where laws were made

similar meetings - of the Michel-synoth of 8 soon s
Michel germote or great council, and - willéf among
gemote, or meeting of wise men, - The Bif¥ receive
Laws were translated into S8axon in 590, 38 2008 ¢
English peasantry were so. commonly Roy
Saxon aswell as in Norman times, that @ upen tt
dren were commenly sold in Bristo) med Cof theil
like catle for exportation. Many were for the
Irelmdgnd others to Scotland, and the Wil woald |
a] prie
tight of
nd the

ven distinct governments or kingdoms, €

for three centuries, tili Egbert of Wi

first of these kingdoms, (Kent,) was establi
by Hengist tn 455, and the seventh (M
about 585. Hence the Heptarchy lasted
243 years and the kingdom of 372 years.

Alfred; the most renowned of Sovereighh
whom it has been justly remarked thatB8s
land may have produced hundreds of Kin
only one Alfred, flourished in the year%
tween 850 avd 900. The Danes had

in England, and had reduced  the king .'a:;l;‘::
once more to the sway of tyranny ; but ¥8g: dees
defeated by Alfred in §78, and were fllE"p ;

driven out of the island in 882~ The divi¥gp . ;'
of the kingdom iato counues, hundreds®e () ,
tithings is ascribed to Alired, and that % c
monarch isalso said to have been the cont8a. .
of Trial by Jury. It is, however, morel oundin,
bable that Alfred better regulated all the#8ailg of
gal provisions, and perhaps the divieio®ged into
parishes aleo ; for some counties are’ #8866 dust;
have borne their names and had these div¥ithe worl
more than acentury earlier.  There i
evidence of Trial by Jury long’ before his

lations a
B esus re
he eartl
cendauts of one of them, named Corbyn 0¥8word of
Gate, still preserve their name and resides@world, s}
a spot in the parish called the Gate. The¥ If Jes
versity of Oxford was founded by Alfre@glory—t
survey of the country was taken, and to%EXample
ig Britain indebted for the commencement '51 inal
marioe that that in power now transcend®®he pass
others put together. found
Previous to the conquest, the crown of PSee man
ide, th
¥, in orq

Alfred’s time there is.a list of the twelve

Edward, successor of Edmund Ironside..
ward had no children, and a son of Edn
his nephew and heir apparest, died, Jes'
son, Edgar, under age, while two tul
sons of his sister’s were all-powerful.  He ™
a will in favor of William Dake of Norm$%

ally, b
bjoymer
use «

years previous, and divisions arising

death of the King the conquest facilitat¢$ji® name
William L. began his reiga in 1066, TheP#@mong ;‘
eux tapestry wrought by Matilda his QUEERCE, 4¢
representing the circumstances attendigfr. o '8

invasion, (comprising the train of event¥
the signature of the will of the besottéd
ward down to the crowning of William)
preserved in the Royal Library at Paris. 38

We shall turn again to the interesti !‘f
tails of the early history of England, afd$
tertain our readers with a light and Jess P8
sketch of some romantic adventurer and®
alric exploits of that remote period.
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upon the Religious, Moral and Social ¥
of Life. By Heinrich Zschorke. T

ted from the German by James S. Hash ;:’e‘:jax‘.:
THE POWER OF TRUTH. 4F the thr
At the period of the coming of Jest e found.

majority of mankind were abandone
grossest sensuality. True liberty had dissPiye
ed from the earth ; and, in i1s stead, OS¢
else was seen to exist but the most licef* Sy
tyrants, and their elaves, who were evel
tothrow incense upon the vices of their B
ters.. Bui, alas, born amidat the gloom 3%
vitude and tyraany, men could not f0
idea of a better existence ; they imazinei— y
believed that human existence had 2%
presentsd the eame aspect. The heads of®
alone appeared to have rights, and the &
only duties. Nations, continually at waf3
each other, were forced to shed theirblo®
the ambition of their rulers, and even 10,

gratulate themselves upon their sangP20UY titles
destiny. The most brutal pessions, transf0 Bile aw
into divinities, had their altars ; but fe¥Sfgotten
raised their hands towards the living Ritery b
Creator of the universe.  The learned d ath will
in the law disputed together with grest Sdee ; w

tilty and acuteness, upon the most trifisé ®ncience
jects, and gave the most strange intrepret
to the Seriptures ; but they regarded

superfluous the worship of God in spifihy

truth, as well as the observance of hi® niinue, |
adapted for the happiness of maukind: g3 of trut
Pharisees mede open profession: of thel’ 2t you c:

tion in the temple, and at home ; they P’ e it wit
the people by a display ef virtue, inteaé®gice of it
veil over from vulgar eye their secred o
Constant attendance at the temple, s8¢
fasts, and other religious rites, were 18¢




