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THE REVOLT OF MASANIELLO.
Translated from the French of Alezander
Dumas.

BY A, ROLAND.

At the ume our history opens,. in the year
of our Lord, 1647, the Duke of Arcos had been
viceroy of Naples for three years, and, since
the commeneement of his administration, he

had taxed everythiog'to such ‘an extent that, at
& loss for something more to tax, he at lastlaid
an impost upon ‘ruits ; whieh, being the priaci-
pel food of the lazzaroni, had 'been, hitherto,
allowed to enterithe ‘city free ofiduty. . This
new €xcige seemed -particularly - to anfiioy ‘the
inhabitants of the very faithful ‘city, and they
began: to-murmur loudly. - The Doke of Arcos
doubled his guards, strengthened. the garrisons
of his castles, brought. three ~or four thousand /
men, whe were scautered -about - the environs,
into the city, added. to the splendours of his
¢quipages, dianers and balls,: and det the people
arotur. \ i .

The month of July approached. ‘During this
month the fete of La Madona.del Monta® Car=
mello is- celebrated, at Naples, with a pomp
and devotion peculiar to that city. | kt'wha cus-
tomary at this period, on’the occasion’ of thig
{etetoerect, in the middle of the market place,
u rforty whichy in commemoration,  without
doubt,:ofsthe different assaults swhich:the holy
mourtain «was compelled® to undergo, wgg
defended. by a garrison of Christians, ‘and’ at-
wacked by an army of Saracens., The Chris-
tians wore short breeches and red caps, which;
at that time, constituted the costume of the
Neapolitan fishermen. . The iSiracens ‘were
dressed after the Turkish fashiony in wide pan-
teloons, silk vests, aad huge turbens. It isnot
now recollected by .wham the expense of the
costumes_ of the infidels was borne.  They
were preserved, however, with the greatest
catre, and the combatants handed them down
from generation to generation.  ~The ~arms of
the besieged and besiegers were long reed
wands, furdished’in abundadce by the marshy
country around Naples, with: which,” without
doing & great deal  of harm,. they ldid lustily
about each other’sears. . It was custemary for
those who were totake part in the combat, to
assemble occasionally - during . the: month eof
June for the purpose of raining, and friends
and enemdes, Christians and Saracens, maneu-
vred togethér with the most petfect understand-
ing, and, the training over, would.enter ikie
city, formed in lines like regular troops,obzeny-
ing the military step, and carrying:their reeds
at their shoulaerg, like muskets.

The commuader. of the ; Christians, ;who
were to defend the fort of the market plage; on;
the fete day of Lia Madoua del Carmello, inthe
year 1647, was a young fisherman of Naples,
the son of 2 poor man, whe followed the same
occupation at Amalfi., Hisgame.was Chomas
Aniello, but'he" was called, for the sake of
brevity, Masaniello, & ‘short time before the
trainings were to take place, the young fisher-
man had had cause to complain bitterly of the
tax.  His wife, whom he married at the age of
nineteen years, and . whom he teoderly loved,
wag detected by the officers, in an attempt to
smuggle into the city, twoor three pounds of
meal, biddenin a stocking. She wes throwa
into.prison, where she was condemned to re-
main watil herhusband paid one hundred da-
cats, a greater sum, in a.l prebability, than he
would have been enabled to realise, by a life
time of labor. The hatred, which Masaniello
openly avowed against the officers after the
arrest of his wife, soon became widely known
amongst the people.  He'declared, londly, ‘in
the streets, that he would (be avenged in some
maaner, for the ipjury he had suffered ; and, es
the people of his class were discontented; he,
doubtless, owed his choice, as leuder of the
more importdnt of the two bands, to his hostile
manifestations. * The name of the other leader
is now unknewn. A

Masaniello’s first act of hostility against the
authority of the viceroy wasa strange prank,
As he. was passing with his-troop before the
government palace, upon the balcony of which
the duke and duchess of Arcos had assembled
all the aristocracy ol the ¢ity, Masaniello esif
to do hepor to': these rich ‘lords and beautiful
ladies, ordered his troop to halt, formed them
into a line, in front of the palace, commanded
them to tura their backs ‘10 the august specta-
tors, throw their reeds on-the groned, and then
pick them up again. The'double, mancuvre
was executed with a remarkable  unanimity:
The ladies uttered loud’ cries, and the lords
spoke of chastising the insolent fellows who
had dared to perform’ this impertitient trick,
with such imperturbable seriousness.  Bat, as
Masaniello’s, sroop, was .composed. of two_hun-
dred gallants, chosen from amongst the most
vigorous inhabitants of the Mole, the thing was
only talked of, and; Masaniello and his compa-
nions returned home ynmolested.

On the following Sunday, ‘which was set
apart for another review;-the «two chisfs) with
their troops, smet:upon ‘the’ market place to
continue their trataing.. . This was the time
when the peasants from the deighbourhood of
Naples usually brought their #ruits to market:
Whilst the two bands\were exercising in warm
emulation, a dispute atose, between a gardener
of Portici and a citizep of < Naples; with regard
10 a basket of figs. *It related, to. the newly
imposed duty, which neither wished to pay;
the seller insisting that the tax should be borae
by the purchager,‘and the purchaser contending

@izt it was inteaded to-fallunon the: seller, " As

| this dispute made some noise, the spectators,
¢ who hed come to witness the maravres of the

Turks and Christians, ran 1o the scene of the
discussion, avd fermed a circle around the
disputants. Drawnfrom their employment by
the turmoil which begsn to grow louder, some
of the soldiers deserted their ranks to see what
was going on. As the discussion became
interesting, they soon made signs to theircom-
rades to join them; ‘the latter did not require a
second invitation, and the circle increased till
itbecame a formidable crowd. At this crisis,
the magistrate, who had charge of the police,
arrived, and, interrogated by the gardeners and
citizens, to know upon whom the tax should
fall, replied that it was inteuded to effect the
gardeners. Hardly wae this decision made,
when the gardeners turned over their baskets,
filled with fruit, declaring that they would
rather give them to the peeple {cr nothing than
submit to this odious imposition. The specta-
tors immediately rushed forward to seize upor
the fruits, and were pressing. and scrambling
for the prize, when a man thrust himselfiato
the middle of the crowd, which became silent
and quiet at his command, and declared to the

agistrate, that, from that hour henceforth, the
g;capulitan people were determined to pay no
more taxes. The magistrate spoke of coercive
measures, end threatened tp bring down the
scldiers upon them. The young maa stooped,
picked up a handful of the figs, and, mingled
as they were with dost, threw them into  the
magistrate’s face.  "The officer retired, amidst
the hootings of the multitude, 'whilst the young
man, placing kimself at the head of the two
troops, which were about to pursue the fugitive,

 stopped them, and made his disbositions with
PP

the rapidity andenergy of ‘2 consummate ge-
neral. He divided them into four bodies,three
of which ke despatched to different parts of the
city, with orders to demolish ajl the custom
houses, burn all the excise records, and an-
nounce the ebolition of all the imposts; whilst,
at the hsad of the fourth division, the greater
part of which consisted of those who had been
spectators of the training, he marched directly
to the palace of the viceroy. The four divi-
sions set off upon their different duties to the
cry of * Viva Masaniello !”

This young man, who, in _an instaat of time,
hiad resisted the aathorities as a tribuae, diepo-
ged his army asa general, and commanded the
people as a diclator, was Masanijello.

The Duke of Arcos was .ziready informed of
what had taken place; the magistrate,whe fled
to hig palace, had relarted all.  Masanielio and
his'troop, theretore, found the palace closed.
The first impulse of the people was to break
open the doors. But Masaniello wished to
proceed with, at leas!, an appearasce of legali-
ty. He was about to summon the viteroy either
to appear before them bimself, or send some
ene 1n his name, when the window of the bal-
cony was opened, and the magistrate-appeared,
annouacing that the duty on fruit would: be
removed. But this was not enough ; the mui-
titude, feeling its own power, and seeing that
something was yielded, had already become
exaciing,  Taey demanded, with loud cries,
the, ebolition: of the duty wpun meak  The
magistrate replied that he wouidigo to the vice-
roy for.-an auswer; but, alter ré-entering the
palacey did act agdin make lus appearance

Masanielio raised his voive, ard with all the
strength of his Jungs -eried outy :that he gave
the;viceroy ten‘minutes todecide: « These ten
minutes expired, and, no respomse having been
made,; Masamiello, with the gesture of 2n em*
peror, extended his hand towards the palace.
la -an instaet-the doer wes brok'en open, dnd
the multitude rushed into the bu:lding, crytog,
* Down  with thetaxes,” breakicg’ the glass,
and throwing the iurbitire out of the wingows
But.when they reacheéd the salle du duis; this
unmense and excited crowd stopped, at the
command of theirJeader, belore ‘a poruat of
the . king, uncovered, -and ' made obeisance,
whilst, Masaniello . declared, in & loud volte,
that it was not against his sovereiga he had
revolied, but ageiust the bad goverament of his
minisiers.

The duke of Arcos Had, in thé meantime,
eseaped from the palace, by wsecrel staircase,
leaped into a earriege, and setoff at full epeed
for Castelio Nuove. Bus he was woon recogni-
sed by the populace, ‘pursued, asd was upon
the puint of being seized, when some handstul
of ducats fell from his carriage window. The
crowd precipitated itself upon this shower of
gold, 2nd allowed the d¢uke to escape. Finding
the drawbridge of Gastello Nuovo raised, he
took refuge in a neighbouring convent. - From
this retreat, he issued two proclamations :one
aboiishing all taxes; and the other offering to
Masanieilo en lucome of six thousand ducats,
if lie 'would repressthe people, and induce them
to.return to their allegiance.

Masaniello received these two proclamations,
and read them, aloud, to the peeple from the
balcony of the Duke of Arcos! palace: He
tore up that whieh related to himself, and scat-
tered the pieces to the multitade, crying out, a8
he did so, that he weuld not betray his com-
panions for all the gold in the kingdom. From
that moment Masaniello was no longer a lea-
der, or a king, to the multliude; he was a
god! Then, in his turp, he sent a deputation
to'the Duke of Arcos, charged to say to him
that “the'revolt'was not against the king, but
aguinst the taxes; that he had nothing to fear
if he fulfilled his promises, and that he might
return, in perfect safety, to his palace.  Each
individaal composing the deputation, pledged
his- life for the safety of that of the Duke of
Areos; ‘The viceroy accepted their protection;
but, 1astead of returning te his devastated pa-
lace, asked to be permitted ‘to retire {o Fort
Saint Elmo. The proposition was transmitted
to Masaniello, who, after reflecting some ge-
conds, with'a smile, assented. The Duke of
Areos retited 1o 'the Caetle of “Saist Elmo.
Masaniello weas sole master of the city,

All'this had been aceomphished in five hours

In this ghort epace of time had all the Spanisk
power been extinguished, all the prerogatives
of the viceroy desiroyed, and a lazzaroul come
to treat, onan equal foeting, with the repre-
sentative of Philippe 1V, In abandoning the
city, the viceroy had made the poor fisherman
kiog in his stead. This strange revolution was
effected, too, without the shedding of ore drop
of blood.
# But now commenced, for Masaniello, an
immense task. The fisherman, without edu-
catlon ; the lazzarome who ‘could neither read
nor write ; the fish merchant who had never
done aught else but handle his oars, and draw
his nets, tound himself suddenjy charged with
all the details of the government of a great
kingdom. He was now called upon to 1ssue
proclamations; to dispense justice ; to organise
and command an ermy; to fight for his head.
But nothing of  all this affrighted Masaniello;
he lcoked arourd him, calmly ‘examined his
position, and get himself immediatély and bold-
ly to work.

The first use he made of hie authority, was
to set at liberty all those prisoners that were
confined for smuggling, or for fines imposed by
the excise officers. Amongst this number, it
will be recollécted, was the wite ot the Dicta-
tor.  The liberated prisoners came immediate-
ly, t0 join him at the palace of the Viceroy.
Then, accompanied by them,” and escorted by
his troop, he marched to the market place,
proeclaimed the abolition of the taxes, and or-
dered ail the male Neapolitans, between the
ages of eighteen and filty, to take arms and
assemble upon the place. This proclamation
was dictated by Masaniello, and written by a
public seribe.” Muasaniello, who, as we have
said, ‘was unable to write, placed under the
last line of the paper,” after the manner of a
seal, the impression of ar amulet which he
wore sbout his neck ; and which, from that
time, became the seal of the rew sovereign.
Then, ay his first troops were divided ‘into four
bodies, he appoiated ‘chiefs 1o lead the three
which were not under his command.

These three leaders were ‘his friends, and
lazzaroni like himseif; their names were Cala-
neo, Renna, snd Ardizzone. They were each
despatchcd 1o'an opposité quarter, and ordered
to watch over the ealety of the city. The
three troops took their appointed posts, and
Masaniello remained upon the market place, at
the head o his own, waiting the result’ of th=
order he had given for the general rising. 'He
did not wait long. In about two hours one
hundred and’ thirty thousand armed’ mea sur-
rouaded Masaniello  Every one” obeyed the
call instantaneously, without, for a moment,
questioning the authority of him who gave the
command. The association of painters, ouly,
desired to be organized into a particular eom-
pany, under the name of the' ' Death 'Troop:™
and as this demand was made of Masaniello by
an ancieatlazzarone,'to whom he was warmly
attached, the demand was granted.  The laz-
zarone selected to make thie demand of Masa-~
niello, was Salvator Rosa.

Masaniello then thought, that the’ first thing
tobedone in a good goveérnment, was to empty
the prisons, by setting free the 1annocent, and
punishing the guilty. * The leader'of the revolt
had made himself' general, the general made
himsell legislator, the' legislator  ‘constituted
himselt judge;

Masaniello cavged & kind of wood scaffold to
be erected, seuted himsel* upon it in-his fishers
man’s dress, ‘and’ with his right''haod laying
upon a naked sword, caused the prisoners 10
be brought, ene by oue, before him. During
the whole remaining part'of the day he sat in
judgment:  Those whom he proclaimed inno-
cent were immediately set at hberty, and those
whom he pronounced guilty were, in the same
moment, executed. ' And, such wus the pene~
tration of this man, that, although his detisions
were, for the most part, ‘based upon a rapid
and searching ‘inspection of the countenance
aud bearing of the accused, ‘there was a con-
viction amoogst the spectators that this impro-
visator judge had not condemned a single inno-
cent, nor allowed a single guilty person to es-
eape.  The severity of the punishments, were
not, however, graduated with Tegard to the
enormity of the erimes.” Thieves, forgers, and
assassing, were alike condemned to die. This
severity bore a strong resemblance to the laws
of Draco ; but Masaniello feltthattime pressed,
and that he had no leisure to seek out more
appropriate methods of punishment for these
different degrees of crime. The next moraing

, all was completed ; the Neapolitan prisons
' were emply, and all the sentences executed.

The rapid progress of the revolt, or rather

the genius of him who directed it, effrighged
the viceroy. Hesent the duke de Matulo

to-Masaniello, to ask what end be proposed to
attain by the course he was pursuing; and on
what conditions the people would again submit
ta the authority of their sovereign. Masaniello
denied that the inhabitanis of the city had re-
volted against Philip 1V. and in proof of this
assertion, showed the ambassador portraits of
the king of Spain, placed with every show of
respect -and honor, at:the corners: of all the
streets. ~ The only condition they desired to
impose was, that the viceroy should place in
their hands the original dravght of the procla-
mation of Charles ¥. which, from the date of
its execution, prohibited all new impositions of
taxea.

The viceroy pretended to accede to the pro-
position, but caused acopy of the instrument
t0 be made secretly, and sent this to Masani-
ello, instead of the original. . But Masaniello,
who suspected some treachery, called a councii,
and submitted the proclamation to their exa-
mination. They declared it was only a copy,
and not the original instrument, Masaniello
descended from his scaffold, walked directly to
the duke de Matalone, and reproached him
with  his treachery. He then dragged the

B

ambassador from his horse, threw him ﬂp”u‘bf
grouud, wod throet hisnaked foot iato his facth
after which, remounting his tarone, ke order
the duke to be conveyed to prison  On 1
following night, the duke bribed the gaolh
and made his escape.

The viceroy now began to appreciate the
character of the man with whom he hed to dedh
and finding it impussible to deceive bim b
determined to try what cosld 'be effected
force. 'He consequently ordered all the iroop®
stationed at Capua, Gaeta, and those at Salersh
to march upon Naples. When Masaniello W
apprised of this movement, he despatched %%°
of the aivisions of his army,  under the co®
mand of two of his lieutenants, to meet
troops from Salerno; with the second he 0pp®"
sed the troops from Capua, and the third, oad¢f
the command of Ardizaone, he left to g4¥
the city.

sence of Masaniello from Naples, that the ¥
propositions to betrey his cause, were made !
Ardizzone, with authority to communicate ¥
to his two colleagues, Cataneo and Renné.
Masaniello fought the troops of the vicerel’
killed a thousand men, and took three tho¥
eand prisoners.  These he brought, with l’“‘
pemp to Naples, and set them at liberty upot
the market place, These three thousandme
: shouted *“ Viva Mazaniello,” and lmmtdll“!!
[ 100k their places amongst the Neapolitan P
litia. y
Cataneo end Renna'repulsed the !roopl"."‘
they were sent out to meet. The *Det!
Troop,” which made a part of their divisio®
performing miracles of valor. ' ol
The duke of Arces had no other reuo‘l["';
he hsd attempted stratagem, and M;nth'”
had discovered his treuchery ; he had attemp!
force, and Masaniello had beaten him. »%
therefore, resolved to treat directly with b“?"
making the mental reservation, to betray M
at the very first opportunity which preseflt;
itself. This time, in order 1o give more wel
to his negociations, he ehoss Cdrdinal Filsm¥
rino as his ambessador. The people, wh‘?,‘"
trusted the cardinal, opposed the new meelih
but Masaniello acceded to the proposal, &
the meeting took place. Masaniello had %
dered thirty six palaces, of thirty six of the M
distinguished Spanieh and Neapolitan nO'?:"
to be burned. ' Cardinal Filamarino begs®
Masaniello to revoke this order, and, & bt
request, it was revoked.

Whea Masaniello left the palace, and "‘:
on his way (rom the place of confezence w";
market, five shots, from weapons, the mu#
of which were almost in contact with his bré®
were fired at_him. He escaped unhurt;
hour. had not yet come. = The pssassing 'Oil
torn to. picces by the people ; but, with 1he
dyirg breaths they declared that they W*
paid by the Duke ds Matalone, who, wished
avenge himself on Masaniello, for the bad f*%
ment he had received at his hands, to com
this act. The viceroy disavowed any k""i,
ledge of the attempt ; the cardinal pledgd h.,
word of honour that the Duke of Arcos **
ignorant of it, and the negociations were €%
tinued it

The police had never been better orgll".ell',
during these four days of Masanielio’s ld!"‘iu
tration, not a theft had been committed i®
Naplea. °

The same day on which Masaniello hsd
narrowly escaped assassinatiou, Cardina
marino commuaicated to him the wish of ot
viceroy to hold a personal interview v(llhb'
in relation to. the affairs of state ; statiog
the Duke of Arcos would retura to his pa
the next day, in order to receive him. i
niello, who distrusted these advances, ¥°
have refused, but the cardinal insisted 50 ¥
ly, that he yielded to his importunitie
new discussior now arese, mueh more d'.m
tossetile than the other: Masaniello, Wwho *y
not regard himself as anything .more (b8,
simple fisherman, wished to appear at ‘?’"%p
lace in his ordinary costume ; that is, WMT
naked legs and arms, and with no other ‘m".
ing than his drawers, shirt, and Phrygis8 ¢

pril

But the cardinal insisted 8o strenuously ¥
the unseemliness of his appearing at 80 ¥
ant a court, upon:business of such hig! 1lor
portance, 1n such a costume, that .'viaw‘“i,‘
wih a sigh, finally yielded,  The same ¥y
he received a8 a_present from the vicef";
cumplete suit of silver cloth, & plumed C’P'Wd
asword with a gold scabbard.. He 800ty
the clothing but refused the sword, not W"im
any other than than that which had aentd
as a sceptre, ond an emblem of justice: ",;i‘v
Masaniello slept badly that mght, nn{l 4
the next morning, that his patron salb i
appeared to him in a dream, and cauzionf_d o
to avoid this interview. But Cardinal FI0 ]
rina reminded him of his promise, obs® act
that the viceroy waited for him at the P‘;“g
and that he could not fail to keep his €® el
ment without a breach of honour, Mas#f g
hesita‘ed no longer, but put.on_ his -rieh
mounted his horse, and. get. out on hi#
the palace of the viceroy. bei"'

Masaniello was one of those gifted 8l
who seem, not only in mind, but in pef"?' e
| to be able to adapt themselves to any ©* 18

o

stances. The duke of Arcos, when he o 10
rich dress to the ex-fisherman, bad 5 a0
render him ridiculuus ; Masagiello put ¥ ;,dd

Masariello, had the air of a king. He 8 'i 61
amidst cries of admiration from the Mm%
managing his horse with the ease 2nd 8% or
of the best cavalier of the viceroy’s ¢oU" cokt?
those little hovses, the race of which ¥ Lot
cens have left in Calabria, and which s/ 0¥
wild, amongst the mountains. . He w83 0
ed, too, by an escort such- as few "":
could boast of possessing ; there were.
| dred and fifty companies of cavalry l"‘.’ !

" organised by himself, and maore than 5
sand persons without arme, Al this 75

Itis believed that during this temporary s

ls¢?
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when a boy, Masaniello had frequently ;
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