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"PRACTICAL HUSBANDRY. - 
v pegperiant of Worn Out and’ naturally: 
(114907 Lands, Old Fields, &c., in the Middle 
» THa79e y States. i 

Iimimated in a late paper in the Culti- 
“¥alory that T would shortly give the rea- 
Vidlers of shat excellent work an answer. to 
«ithe question now the improvement of the 
“Kinds of land mentioned in the heading of 
“this article, could be accomplished in. the 
“+ eheapest way. I now proceed fo the ful- | 
“diiment of my promise. Land is poor or 
s:Yich from various causes. 1i way be poor 

Naturally, from being deprived of the ac- 
“cumulation of decomposed organized mat- 
“ler, by the, washings of rain, the over- 
Hlowing of streams, &c., and by its own 
“gravelly and. porous nature, admitting 
oABe upward filtering of spring water, as is. 
“ithe case in low gravelly bottoms, It may 
"uals. be, poor from the too large a portion 
“of iron in its composition.. Bul the most 
J Universal cayse of poverty of soil, is Ex- 
 HAusTioN, from over-cropping, taking 
“away always, and returning nothing ; as. 
“Was sp generally the practice in, old times.| 
0d is 100 much the, practice pow in all 

the widdle States, In a former paper I 
‘1 fave expressed the opinion: that a man 
*iMay purchase and improve a piece of this 

Door or worn oui land cheaper than will 
hel the cost of removal to, and. purchase 
106 a piece of land in the west, especially 
+ When the sacrifices incident to, such re- 
‘Mmaval are taken into the account, I 
“umost sincerely believe in the truth .of this 
“.MOposition, But let us proceed to. the: 

subject (hp wow, not the why, this land: 
should be improved. ) | 
~The fist object 10 be attended 10 in the 

“AMproyement of land, is the grubbing up 
“And clearing off every tree and shrub that 

13 not wanted. Led this be done at the 
pinning. Allow no.clomps.or clusters of 

~ ushes or briars, or single ones either, 10 
“Iemain in the field, The next thing is 
““Alltching and draining of all sunken and ' 
f | Y Places, if such, exist. . Very. often | 

~ udhe simple plow furrow will answer, | but’ 
$Ometimes a deep ditch must be dug, If | 
! be deep enough, a blittd ditch should al- | 

Mays be preferred, so that you may cul- 
irate the land“over the dich, and also. 

“4 Ye your land the inconvenience of open 
ifltches. | Having ' grabbed” and" ditched, 
ha thts drained the land, tlie next object 
0 ascertain the’ quality of the xoil, all: 

¢ a of it." You may find that: the low | 
437Ces you have drained are composed of | 

; Sapp cag. Some of the upper or higher 
Ww {ind may be too sandy. You will in 
fig a 0se, employ your carts in carry- 
wo Say © the sandy parts, ‘and ‘return L 

and to the clayey parts; and be | 
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* hay libera in your dxchanges, too; , You | 
lo edly the clay at once, or allow it] 
ang na winter, in “cary load heaps, | 

ay gad it inthe spring. "The sand. 
Chl spread, of ‘course, at once. Ali 
largo merely gening the land ready. A. 

: RT ter buids his shop, and ‘gets od" 
ne before he thinks of “ goivg ‘to 
ari; aU'his trade. ' So does every oth- 
fap san or mechanic. Why should a 
“oT DOL, also, before ‘he goes to work 
fy Mak : - “ i hig sh © money and’ a living, first “ get | 
“Braye 0 order 2 Having properly | 
ex drained, and mixed the soil, thet, 

quai, 02 0 be done is 10 ascertain the | 
Wang jr the whole. It most probably |- 

od agree to'make it complete. Take 
fieyy 2rul here and there from the whole | 
«then oY twenty handfals in" all § mix 
from i together ;/then take a" handful | 
Shoe" Whole mixture, pat it opon a: 
"from tie 87 heat it red hot’; then take it | 
Pulveiy Te andet it coal 3 when cold, ; 

Dour € it into a ‘fine powder, and 
Matjagih it 'good cider’ vinegar ; diluted | 
Will gg od 18 best, but vinegar, if good, | 
Wan go JL foams’ considérably, you | 
YOU thugs in the soil ; if itdo not foam, | 
he fap then" apply lime. © Nearly ali 
ang iW Fring middie States wantsiime, | 

; hide by “its ‘application, If! 
wg) 10 line, then go to wok as fol- ' 
Worg(, bo mM the fall with “the deepest | 

ing > DOW You can afford. "In the! 
0 broadcast ; and as’ soon : 

8% 85 you can well turn’ ua- | 
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plow. Generally you ‘may turn:under 
three crops in the same season. To th 
fall plow deeply ‘in turning the last i 
of corn under, harrow and seed witho 
wheat. However poor your land may 
have been, you may be sure of a good 
crop of wheat the ensuing haryest. Ii 
sowing the corn, about three to four 
bushels should be sown to the acre, each 
crop. i i { 

If by the trial above described, you find. 
your land requires lime, then, before 
first plowing, apply’ twenty ‘bushels’ of 
slaked lime to the acre; broadcast, then 
plow as before directed, €ow the corn,’ 
and proceed as before, taking care 16 sow 
twenty bushels of lime before turnin 
under each crop of corn ; sow, the lime |. 
on the corn as it stands, and turn corn 
and lime all in together «In (this way, 
a first rate soil may be made cut of the 
poorest old feld in Maryland or’ any 
where else ; and it will be observed that, 
the only cost is in the liming and value of 
the sed corn, except thé labor. Those 
who cannot afford to expend so much: 
labor and money the first season, can 
extend the time over several seasons, 
applying say twenty or thirty bushels of 
lime to the acre, and turning under but 
one crop of corn:each year. 
The above may be considered a brief 

summary of the whole argument ; and, it 
seems to me, scarcely requires elucidati- 
on. Some may however require expla- 
nations, and I therefore proceed to give 

A clay soil requires only sand to make 
ita good one, so far as conmstiwution is, 
concerned ; a sandy soil requires clay to 
make it good. ‘These two elements of a: 
good soil geverally’ exist on all farms ; 
and wherever they do exist in separate 
places, they should be combined and 
mixed, that the whole may be made fer- 
tile. It your land be ton clayey, and 
you have no sand on your farm, probably 
some neighbour would be glad 10 ex- 
change some of hisisand for some of your 
clay, doing half’ the hauling; and: vhus- 
buth farms will be bemeéfitted” at half ‘the 
labor each. - Rely upon'if; there is more 
to be obtained in the improvement of 
land by a judicious admixture of soils, 
than is generally supposed. Manuring 
cannot supply its place, however large, 
the gquantity.applied ; and. when once, 
made, the effect is permanent, the benefit 
perpetual the improvement lasts for ever. 
Low wet places are not only dapro- 

ductive, but they are unhealthy, unseem- 
ly, and, an absolute loss of all the 
land so sitoateds If your farm consisis 
of one hundred acrés, and twenty acres 
of it is of this. Jow and wet kind, you 
bave but eighty acres of land: There- 
fore drain, by ditching this low land, 
make it productive, by adding sand, &ec.,. 
where necessary, and vou will in effect 
have added twenty acres to your farm. 
And in draining, take care to avail your— 
self of the advantages of blind ditches. 

, Ido not suppose il necessary 10 tell you 
how to make hem—the way may be 
found in almost all agricultural works, 
and they are very simple. A summary 
of the différent plans may be stated as 
follows, Dig the trench as in the usual 
way of making an open ditch, of the pro- 
per depth and ‘capacity, to earry off the 
water. Then lay in the bottom of the 
ditch, stones loosely packed so that water 
will freely pass between them, about a 
foqt thle Then lay upon. these loose 
stones, larger and flat ones, to keep the 
earth from filling the interstices, and 
then retura the earth thrown out level- 
ing the whole surface. 
stone, lay in the bottom of the ditch, 
branches and limbs of trees and shrubs, 
and cover these with earth ; but such 
blind; ditches. are obviously subject to 
obstruction from the decay of the wood, 
and theuce from the caving in of the 
superincumbent earth. Others, in Eur. 
ope especially, use an arching of tiles in 
the ‘ditch instead of stones or brash wood; 
bat ‘this is 100 expensive for this 
country as’ vet. Where stones can 
be had, a good blicd dich ‘may 
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| blue or yellow, 
Some, instead of |i 

Never allow your fences 10" be shelterdds 
by bushes or trees’ of any Kind ; they ‘rots 
the timber, aud Jog, [ots all dy 
they occupy. * Head lands,” as, they aves: 
called, are just: so much deducted fr 

iClear: out alls 
such. '1f you have no other clean place; 
in your field, let the’ head lands'and fence: 
cortieriibe clu, d 19 sailiimmah sil of 
Tn ascertaining ‘the precise ‘quality’ ef 
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‘the sail, you accomplish ‘precisely what: 
everyolner artisan do oh oe ag Led 
tains, his abilijy 10 do a certain job. Your 
find. out what the materials you are tox 
work upon; are capable of producing... 
Af Lanes that) examinations | youd 

find your materials deficient ins any: one! 
‘necessary ingredient—lime, Tor example 
‘“~you, as other artisans would necesariiy. - 
and Cr do, apply lime. '1f youl 
find it deficient in vegetable ‘fibre, &c. 0 
yon apply thai substance, and if you find 
it deficient in’ clay or sand; as either ofl 
these preponderate,.you, apply the one ors 
ithe other, as the result of ihe examinati= 
on shall indicate. SR 
Having prepared the soil: for the recep 
tion of mabure, the cheapest and most | 
efficient method and materia) for ¥ipply-) 
ing nutritious’ principles’ 10” the #61," is 
the next matier for consideration.” 1'be. 
live that corn sown broadcast, as above 
direcied, is the cheapest, most efficient 
and speediest fertilizer, * Some, and very 
many, suppose, that ihe old plan, of clo- 
ver daying is (he best sand cheapest: 1 
differ with them. ¥Youwican only turn 
vunder a crop of clover once in two years ; | 
you can by an effort turn under three 
crops of corn in one year; and 1 believe 
thai each crép of corn witl carry as Ferd 

- nutrious matter into the soil aseach cr 
of clover cando,. =~ °° : y 
Now in. this system of improvement, 

you have only to purchase the lime, if; 
that _be necessary ;: you, can raise rHe 
seed corn on some part of the farm. All 
the rest of the improvement is derived 
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from labor. : > SL 
Never undertake the’ foprovement of" 

"more land than you wre cerlain you can 
manage, If you expend your funds upon’ 
100 large a surface, you will be likely to. 
lose. \be whole advantage of them.: Cal- 
enlate how. much: land you. can work, 
well, and confine yourself toithat andivo, 
more. And in all “your operations’ ing 
agriculrare, take care not to undértike 
too much, Suppose you can ‘only work 
ten acres well in one year, if you under’ 
take twenty acres, ‘some of it will Have 
injusiice done it, and the result ie obvioy.: 
Deep plowing is one of the most effici- | 

ent agents in the improvement of’ soils, 
as'it is in’ the continuation of good’ soils. 
Never omit it. It mag pay you scantily, 
for a year or two; but it wili ultimately 
repay you an hundred fold:’ Without it 
there'cannot be any continted "successful 
farming, no mattter what the original 
soil may Have been. Discard all shallow 
working plows from your farm, except 
the mere seed and cultivator plows, 
Some lands will be. benefitted by 50 

bushels of lime to the acre, and by /it:be 
rendered sufficiently calcareous; others 
may require 100 bushels jal) this vis tp 
be found out only by properiexperiments, 
as ahove indicated. If the solution of 
the soil foams freely in the vihegar or 
muriatie acid, it wante no lime; 1 but 
partially, it wants probably 50 bushels to 
the acre ; if not at all, it way require an 

hundred bushels, If it be red elayey soil, 
it wants more lime than if it be white or, 

If you have no lime, and wood ashes 
are athand, you may accomplish all the 
objects you aim at by their application, 
As ashes are mostly composed of different 
kinds of lime, besides their more soluble 
potash, from 50 to 100 bushels of ashes 
to the acre, applied in the same manner: 
as directed for lime, will have thé same 
effect ‘as lime, ‘besides ‘giving you the 
advantage of the potash, the first year, 
Where neither lime nor ashes are'to be 
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use: fe xoil. © No ‘matter’ what 
118th dde of action is) hdwever, it’ certain- 
11 § very eMéient deh in’ fails gener: 

ly, 8rd” in ‘the 8beence of ofher still 
fel effec ive agents it should lwaye be 
ed, oF at least trigd: © 000 Li 
pXih 
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said nothing, of . fencing, the 
West expensive.item. of larming; because: 
bit bas nothiog, 10 do with whe main 0b- 
ject,of this. paper, and because the, cheap- 
est fence is thay which, each locality; can 
effords with, the ‘greatest facility.; One 
farmer can. build.a stone feace all, around 
hisfasm, easier than he. can aj rail fence, 
simply because he, has toa many stones 
pn. his land, and in geuing, sid of them 
he Hawlad bm ip othe ding where he in- 
tends to make his fence, and in the seas- 
ons when he capaat be more profitably 
employed he erecis the walls, ln the 
\uhsence, of stone, and where, umber is 
‘plenty ihe rail fence, the, post and, rail, 
cu, will of course be the cheapest fen- 
cing... I, have no favorable. opinion. of 
hedges, excepy in the absalute absence of 

diboih. stone-and timber. They require a 
long time to grow ; and, innhis country 
there is, not a, single kind of hedge plant 
what has, sneceeded satis sgiers “Ale 
are a few instances of goo Helos eing 
made; but huilyrentore to say there is 
pot one inthe Hniied, Syn ies dhl ipan be 
imitated profitably as to cost, time, an 
’ clone. Af nothing Fi es fences 
iad ever been ine, and:some inventive 
gehiua had Discovered fie. ba oT artifici- 
al fencing with rails and stone, he would 
bave been ‘cobsidered the benefactor of 
his age. For myself; though I have tra- 
velled much and have extended my ob- 
servations'over fifteen of the States of 
thre Uniony T have: niever seen a good.effi- 
cient hedge occupying thes place ‘of: ordi- 

"navy (fm fences, © And yet the attention 
of farmers hs ‘been ‘diréétéd “to “iv ever 
since the’ cduntry was seriled’; the’ oldest 
America writers , Tecopiniend” them ; 
seeds were imported "ty plant them a 

{century ago ;,and all these efforts have 
been continved.1o. the pregens day, with 
increased foree.each;year. ; And ye! there 
isnot, solfarasih know, a single farm in 
‘the United’ States protected by rhedges, 
it oll its’ 'pirg; or in any considerable 
+ up of “them. "The econottical farm- 
er, ierefore, will Took to “some ‘other 
mote of feheing for yprotéciion ; and, as 
said, gbave, that which bis land sffords 
most plentifully and most easily of access, 
is the cheapest and best for him, - 

© 1th 081 Hot onditd few words more tpon 
dacp, plowing. 1 Know it is the general 
opinion that we must pot plow so deep as 
10 turn up the ‘hard pan” of clay, or the 
white oi og Tam very certain 
this isa very great; popular error. If we 
hada plow that would;turn. up the earth 
two feat "deep, 1 do not: care what the 
subsoil may be, in five years thefestile 
soit wold "be two feet deepi i admit, 
that getierally ‘a very 'stinted” érop ‘would 
be produced for the first two or three sea-- 
sons; but I also assert, that the third and 
fourth, and all subsequent seasons, will 
ipay not only for all the deficiencies of the 
first. two, or< three, but an’ hundred fold 
interest, Wherever a deep working plow 
‘has been used, the drouths of a dry season 
arenot- felt ~The rootsiof plants’ pass 
deeply into the ‘earth, and the burning 
suns and’parching winds pass ‘over them 
harmlessly. The subsoil plow'is a god 
thing." It" enables the farmer to avail 
himself of most of the advantages of deep 
plowing without any sacrifice of the first 
and second season’s.erop; but then it 
does pot ture up this subsoil —ir merely 
looses: it;.enabling the roois 10 pass deep- 
ly. The roots, however, get no cther 
‘advantage in this deep rooting, than that 
of protection from’ drouth ; they ‘ger no 
nourishment ‘io those depths. ~ The pro- 
tection from dronth, however, is'an im- 
poriant consideration, and should always 
be availed of. But I would seek ‘this ad- 
vantage always when I could by the vse 

obtained, Plaster of Paris, as it is called, : : i 
may be applied 10 most lands with ade 

of the deep plow, even at the sacrifice of 
a portion or eten all the first two or three. 
crops, 


