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It was about 'the time when his notoriety
had gained its height that a French gentleman
accompanied by a huge Yankee, arrived at the
“ Point,” on their way to the head waters of
‘the Arkansas- river, ‘and, as there was no
other hotel in the plice, put up with the Gene-
xal.

Applications being made to him for convey-
ance, he advised them to defer their journey
for a few days, as he thought the prospect of
high water was in their faver.  This propositi-
on was by no means a welcome one to Jona-
than, who heard, more than ence, of the des-
perate character of their host; and he declared
he would ratker walk, and make a pack horse
sf himself, than remain. The Frenchman assur-
ed him, likewise, that his business was very
urgent, that he must go on foot even, if there
was no other conveyance, The General was
not pleased with the obstinacy of the two, but
could not well hit upon a plan whereby to de-
tain them with their own consent, so he finally
agreed to take them through on horseback, as
far as Fort Smith. The horses were accord-
ingly equipped, and the General, with his ne-
gro, the Frenchman ard the Yankee, at length
set out, making quite a respectable-looking
caravan, for the Arkansas willderness,

Ere they mounted, however, the General
began running his ¢ soft sawder,’ on the Yan-

accompany them. This was  certainly arcy
thing but agreeable, but as there was no help
for it, our travelling friends thought proper to
assent.

The water at this time being low, it was
proposed by the General that a small flat-boat
should be precured which would be veryadvan-
tageous, as he and the Frenchman could pl_ay
at their favouite game of twenty-one, while
the Down Easter and the landlord, whom the
General persuaded to go along, should ma-
nage the boat.

This, accordingly,being acceeded to,the boat
was soon away. Scarcely had they left the
shore, eie the general, eager for the
game, gave the French gentleman a hint te
that effect, and they were soen in full blast
—the Frenchman taking the deal, the Gene-
ral betting high and losing. Night sitting in,
they concluded to lay to and dispense with the
game until morning. 3

The next day, while lying at the shore, they
resumed their play—the General still losing
the most important bets. ~ At last he proposed
a new change of deal. Monsieur assured him
he_could ouly play his game one way and that
was to deal. Again they played on for a time,
when the General appearing to get out of pati-
ence, insisted the game should be changed, as
as he was over one thousand dollars the loser.

kee, about the many advantages he po i
awer multitudes of l{le Southern people, which
were no other, than being sufficient in strength
to answer as his own pack horse, and though
he might have bushels of wooden natmegs,
and horn gun-flints, to pack through the State,
he could always accommodate himself.

The Yankee felt somewhat. chagrined at the
insinuatien for fear that the Frenchman might
consider him a man of that character. After
their leaving, the General still caused Jonathan
no small umeasines, by his continual attacks
upon his nativity, &c. The Frenchman soon
discovered the annoyance the General was
giving the Yankee, and insisted that he was
t00 hard in accusing his honest friend of having
to do with anything of so base a character. At
this the General laughed, and told him his ac-
cusations were no ways erroneous. The Yan-
kee ground his teeth and remarked—

¢ 1t’s tarnal well for you that I aint at hum;
forif I was, I’d give it to ye, darn quick
tew.’

¢ Don’t you see,” said the General turning
to the Frenchman, with an inainuating glance,
¢ Monsieur believes it too true to be a joke.”

At this the Frenchman assured the six foot
Down Easter that the General only jested.

¢ Youare much mistaken,’ replied the Gene-
ral, “ as if you had burn’t your finger. 1 ne-
ver accuse a man but what I am willing to
back my accusation with my money; and I
will bet you a hundred dollars that to search
to search the Yankees saddle-bags you will find
at least one or two horn gun-flints, and as ma-
ny wooden nutmegs.’

<Y will bette you five hundred horn gun
flints and as many wooden nutmegs.’

<1 will bette you five hundred dollars,” said
the Frenchman, ‘that my friend carry no
wooden nutmeg nor no horn gun-flint in his
von leetle saddle bag.”

I take all such bets,’ replied the General
turning 10 cuffy—who was showing his ivory,
and placing the abeve named sum in his hand.
'This was irmediately covered by the French-
man, while the Yankee dismounted and pre-
pared to settle the matter by unloading his sad-
dle bags.

For some mements all gathered around in
breathless silence, when the Yankee to his
great astonishment, drew forth the above aa-
med articles.

¢ Well, you see I have won,’ continued the
General, while Cuffy roared and capered
about with delight, showing the whole breadth
of his whites, his eyes opening to an extraordi-
nary magnitude, and his nose flattened like a
viper, cry:ng—

¢ You didn’t catch de General dis ar time,
gosh a mighty! wid dem ar horn gun flints,’

Monsieur said that he thought it an unfair
request, as he had frequently said he knew
no other game. h :

The General still pressed his suit, and said
he was willing to leave it to their host,whether
or no it was not right that he should give him
a chance to wia back his money. The host
being a staunch friend of the General, of
course decided in his favor.

By this time all was ready for their morning
departure, and Monsieur, thinking he might
come out second best, was anxious to leave;
but the General declared that his must be play-
ed without any farther delay.

¢ Vell, den, monsieur,” whined the French-
man, ¢ you sall propose your game—vot is
it

¢ My game,’ replied the General, ¢is dead
open and shut!’

¢ Vot you say, Generale?” Me no under-
stand you, sare. Is von dead open and shut
with one card, eh?”

¢Open and shut with everything else bnt
cards,’ said the General, with a coarse laugh—
«I will give you an example.’

He placed himself in an attitude to explain
his game, which was done, by placing his hands
behind him, and requiring the Frenchman to
say whether they were epen or shut.

Monsieur, hardly knowing what to make of
it, said ‘¢ Open.’

¢ How much will you bet me ?” inquired the
General.’

‘ Suppose me bette you ven leetle hundred
dollare.’

¢ Done!” said the General, at the same time
showing the astonished Frenchman his closed
hands. <1 am sorry t> inform you that you
have lost,” and a smile of peculiar meaning
played around his mouth.

¢ Ah! sacre me shall no understand von
such game, Generale.’

¢ Must understand it, by Jupiter!” thundered
the General. once more placing his hands be-
hind him.

The Frenchman guessed again, and lost, of
course. This was repeated several times un-

, til Monsieur declared he could no longer play.

¢ Produce a substitate, then,’ cried the Ge-
neral—* by thunder! this must be played!’

Monsieur then referred him, to his worthy
friend the Yankee—who, being called upon,
proposed that he should be alternately enti-
tled to the privilege of secreting his hands.
But the General soon gave him to understand
that this game could only be played one way
—at the same time telling the landlord he
might as well station himself on shore, with

i ‘his rifle, as he intended there ghould he very

 little equivocation in his gaming transactions,

¢ What have you to do with it, you tarnal '

black nigger?’ cried Jonathan, turning to him
with a furious look.

¢ Why, you see, I is de Gineral’said de
camp, in holding de stakes, in dis ar special

game;’ atthe same time he handed them over |

to his master with a chuckling laugh.

The losing party saw the deception of the
trick, and anxious to facillitate their journey.

The General was none the less merry for
having won their money, and occasionally
laughed ever it, saying he had merely made
his expenses, whereas he had thought to have
made several thousand dollars.

The Frenchman sighed and said he thought
it ¢ von vare extensive countree!’

The Geaeral; however, assured him that he
should have a chance te win back his money,
as soon as he should feel disposed, by any oth-
er game he or his Dewn East friend should
sce proper to select.

Monsieur said he only knew one, which was
the French game Fingtun, or twenty-one,

The General replied that that” was one of
the strongest games; and that as soon as they
coald muke themselves comfortably situated,
as to their lodgings, they would have a friendly
touch ofit. =

Arriving at a hotel where they ietended
to pass the night, the Frenchinan and bis com-
panion haviag determined not to proceed any
further with the General, made their intentions
known to him; stating, as a reason, that a
friend whom they sought was on a tour to the
South, and that on the first opportunity they
should embark on a boat for Natchez.

The General said he thought he would have
a very pleasant trip, and that he would
pateh: his servant home with his herses and

{es
des-

The Yankee—finding that he was determi-
ned not to give him a fair chance—proposed
that the General should bet two to his one.

{ The General laughed at this simple propositi-

on, and readily consented, provided the Yan—
kee would agree to let him fix the amount,
which was also conceded

To.a northern traveller this- scene would
have been highly interesting. About thirty
yards from the boat, perched upon a stump,
with a long*ifle in his haud, was. their host,
réady to.obey the slightest command of the
General. At the stern of the boat stood Mon-
sieur,  with 2 pale cheek, and feelings that can
better be imagined than  described, as he
thought of the termination of the game which
would in all probabily end by leaviog him and
his several thousand dollars minus. A little
advance -in front of him stoed the General and
the Yankee-~the former nool and collected, the
latter exhibiting much uneasiness; which was
purticularly perceptible in his bloodless,quiver-
ing lips and he seemed half inclined: to ¢ baek
out.” A few caths; however, from hig dread-
ed antagonist, finally nerved him to the f stick-
ing point,’ which was made, manifest by his
saying—

1 guess I'm just ahout as ready as ¥ ever
will be, Gineral—so hew much do vyou think
I ought to bet?  Don’t be gettia’ it tew high,
now, ’cause you see, (iineral, you'll have to
bet me tew to one.’

¢ Oh, that matters not, my dear fellow,” said
the General, ¢ we Arkansas Geneials only play
for amusement; so, merely to make'the game
interesting, my larkey, T'will try you with
two thousand do!lars.’

¢ Wal, Gineral; seein” its yon ‘and only for
amusement, dew jest lny down them ar four

thousand of yourn, and I’ll try and raise
half on’t.

The General accordingly laid down his four
thousand dollars on the boat while the Yankee
placed his two thousand in companionship.

¢Now Mr. Gineral,” said Jonathan, ¢ jest
hide them ar hands o’yourn, and speak it out
plain, so I shan’t make no mistake,’

The General cast his eye towards the land-
lord, winked, placed his hands behind him, and
then, in a low, distinct voice, said ‘open or
shut.”

The Yankee looked at him steadily for some
momonts, without moving a muscle of his face,
as though, by some intuition, he was about to
devine the certain position of his hands—when
with a motion quick as lightning, he drove his
brawny fist slap between the eyes of the Ge-
neral, which laid him prostrate upon the deck.

‘Open, by Gosh!? cried the Yankee, as he
saw the other’s hands flying through the air,
at_the same time snatching the money, cram-
ming it into his pocket, and hurling the straigh-
tened body of the General on the shore; then
giving the boat a sudden shove by means of a
pole, he and his French companion, to the
great discomfiture of their enemies, were soon
gliding down the stream.

‘Fire!” roared the General at the top of his
lungs, as soon as he could regain his feet and
turn to his host—*fire! I tell you; you stupid
fool, blaze away! blow out that infernal Yan-
kee’s brains—he’s not fit for dog’s meat!’

The frightened host endeavoured to obey)
but it was no go; the more he tried to shoot,
the more he couldn’t—while to complete their
chagrin, and to add to their vexation, the
voice of the Yankee-—in the real nasal twang
—was heard ealling out—

*1 say, Gineral, this ere’s putty considera-
ble kind of a slick game of amusement, ain’t
it?’ Tell that ar chap on the stump to blaze
away—keep tellin’ him so, horn gun flints are
raa! slick things to shoot with, aint they, Gine-
ral ’

¢ L give it up,” said the General, with an
oath ; that cussed Yankee has beat my game
*dead open and shut,’ by loading my gun with
wooden nutmegs, and putting in a horn' flint.”

‘I say, Gineral,” called out the Yankee
again, with a hearty laugh—placing his thumb
to his nose, and giving his fingers u few extra
flourishes—« I say, Gineral, jest give my res-
pects to that ar nigger of yourn, and don’t get
playin’ nene of your ‘dead open and shut’

with a Yankee again;’ and he added to the
flourish of his fingers by giving his other arm
the motion of turning a crank and keeping time
by moving his right foot up and down, as long
as he was in sight.

Until the day of the General’s death, no se-
verer chastisemt could have been inflicted upon
him, than to have simply said—* horn gun-
flints’—¢ wooden nutmegs’—* big' Yankee’—
‘French gentleman,’ or “dead open and shut!’

the

From Graham’s Magazine.
THE DESERTED HALL.

To a mortal heart how-humbling

Is a view of yon old Hall,
Into dust and darkness crumbling,

While rude winds shake roof and wall,
Moss is round the casement spreading,

And no more the windows blaze
When the weary day is shedding

His last red and quivering rays.

Under the neglected arbor
Foxes in the night-time bark,
And the bat and spider harbor
In its chambers drear and dark.
Weeds, about the door-stone growing,
Whisper of decay and blight—
On the hearth no ember glowing
Sheds a warm and cheerful light.

Near the ruinis a river,

Aud the waves while flowing on,
From tbeir lips of crystal, ever

Breathe that word of mourning—gone!
Round the place old poplars cluster,

And the leaves give outstrange tones
When the moon flings pallid lustre

On the roof and basement stones,

Saddened and deserted dwelling !
Ofa wronged and broken heart,
While thedirge of hope is knelling,
Oh ! a mournful type thou art !
Flowers of love, untimely perisbed,
In its barren realin lie waste,
Like thy garden grounds once cherished
By thy moulding-hand of taste,

Creatures that haunt places Jonely
In thy empty halls are bred,

And that heart is peopled only
By the shadows of the dead.

As yfml moon, with look subduing,
Lights the home of days gone by,

1n that heart—a nobler ruin—
Sadly glimmers memory.

W. H. C. HOEMEKR,

THE BIBLE AN INEXHAUSTIBLE MINE.
The mine of Scripture is inexhaustible; and
from the time at which it was first opened, il
the timewhen fuith shall be exchanged for sight,
not one labourer who works therein, even from

the most robust to the most feeble, will remain
unrewarded by a participation in its wealth

The Politician.
The Brit_ish Press.

From the London V;’:tchman, October 14.
STATE OF IRELAND.

Alter making every just allowance for the
misrepresentations of interested parties, and
for the unduly excited apprehensions of well-
meaning, but not well-informed or well-judging
men, there can be no doubt that a season of
the deepest distress impends upon Ireland.
The potato crop may have been (we believe
it has been) a most unsafe and injudicious prop
on which Ireland has leaned s aud now, 1n the
order of God’s Providence, it has been taken
away. The disastrous result is soon told.
About five millions of our fellow-subjects,—se-
perated from even the metropolis of our great
empire by little more than a {few hours travel-
ling—if not actually starving at this hour,
(and we fear that many of them are siarving,)
yet are, there is but 100 much reason 1o ap-
prehend, almost on the brink of tamine. Has
the magnitude of this exigency been suffici-
ently impressed on the mind and heart of the
Christian Public? It is easy to write the
words “ five millons”—it is easier to read them.
But, as 100 many, we must fear, hear of hun-
dreds of millions plunged in heathen darkness
and idolatry without realising to. their own
minds the awful vastness of the case, 80, it
may be apprehended, some will now glance at
the miseries of Ireland without taking any
comprehensive views of the true state of iis
calamitous condition, How many have reali-
sed to their minds the fact that millions—/1t
would take them some time to count one mil-
lion, and yet, every one in that million isa
fellow creature, and a fellow subject)—are,
while they are reading these lines, in all buc
absolute deslxluu_on,—hnngry, yet without the
means of supplying the indomitable craving of
appetite, except by feeding on garbage, if in-
deed even that may be obtained %

That breaches of the peace—* food riots”—
should have taken place in Ireland, i8, surely
not to be wondered at, under exieting circums
stances. Our readers know that it is not omr
wont to palliate infractions of the law; and we
are not about to do 8o now., Under a propers
ly administered Government, all insurrection-~
ary movements, whatever may be their origin,
must necesearily be put down, We entirely
acquiesce, then, in the propriety of sending
additional troops to Ireland, and of concena.
ting a_military force in those parts where, be-
cause there is the most grinding want, there
is the greatest tendency to turbulence. ®Hut
we do think, (and we are sure that we shail
carry most of eur readers with us jn the coa-
clusion,) that a harsh measure ought not to be
meted out to those assemblages of poor men,
many of whom had not tasted food tor twenty
four hours, and many of whom had leit wives
and children hungry and destitute of supply,—
for the crime of marching into a town with
iheir spades vpon their shoulders, asking that
somebody would give thera work, (for they
were well able and heartily willing to work )
that somebody would give them some employ-
ment by which they ‘might procure eubsist-
ance for themselves and their families,—if it
were oaly, for the litle children whom they
hed left at home in their cabins, crying for—
all they had known as their ** rtaff of lite” and
their laxury—the potato, and who were ‘una~
ble to understand the mysterious and erushing
dispensation by which their only food had been
destroyed.

This 18 not idle sentimentality. 1t is the
expression of a stern fact, which, in the iron
of its reality, is at this hour Enlering into ¢
maultitude of souls, Prayers are oflered up
for the famisking people. This is well,
Would that we had more repeated national zc-
knowledgements of the principle on which
this 'recognition of dependance upon Proyi.
dence is bascd ! But prayer, without the em-
ployment of appropriate means, is either fan.
atictén or hypocrisy. We thoroughly believe
that Sir Robert Peel’s Ministry did desire, and
that Lord John Russel’s does desire, to do all
that a paternal and benevoleat Government
can do 1 such an emergency. But we fear
that it lies beyond the power to meet the caudn
fully, and that large-hearted private benevo-
lence will be indispensably required.

At such a time the question naturally arises
what have those who claim to be preseminent-
ly the friends of the Irish people done towards
their svstentatiou? What has the Repeal As-
sociation, which has been extracting hundreds
of pounds weekly from, for the most part, the
very cl;u,y who gaunt famine and disease are
now staring in the f{ace,~~what have the Re-
peal Association done in the matter? Why.
it has iesued a circular incaleulating the virte
of patience!  And, what has Mr, O'Connels
done to relieve the necesities of the femigh -
ing  peasantry.  What?  Echo
What ?

The population of Ireland,— (R.omish though
they are to so large an extent)—might hﬂ","'
learned before now that C
are their best friende.

answ £re,

British Protestanis
: 3 Che present condition
of Irelsnd will, we cannot dout

3 t, elicit the
sympathies and efforts of very many Christians
and philanthropiste, ofa!l desominetions ; but

we think we may salely venture to predict
that, in such an effort, some of the most pro
minent and, according to their meuns, ihe
the most hberal, will be found amonget the
most slrenvous opponents of the Maynooth
Eodowment Bill. Such men can show their

enlightened love for the Irish yeople equaliy
by striving to provide wholesome food for their
bodies, and by endeavouring to check the ¢i:-
cul;!uicn amongst them of deadly poicon for the
goui-




