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From Tait’s Edinburgh Magazine, 

‘EDITH BRAITHWAITE—A TALE. 
i BY RICHARD TAYLOR, ESQ. 
"No piteous melting tale is mine, 

Of lordlings” false and maidens frail ; 
Of sterner stuff my heroine— « 
A humble maid of Ennerdale, 
3 * * » * 

A: pair sat in ‘a latticed porch— 
A stately youth, a radiant girl : 

Young Edith, sempstress of the vale, 
And Jocelyn, Raby’sdark-browed Earl. 

A hunter or a fisher, he 
Oft sought a nooatide shelter here, 

With speech of gentlest courtesy, 
.And tribute from the hill or mere. 

In besuty—grace, how near of kin 
This pair !—in soul, how far apart 

‘Was he that virgin heart would win, 
And triumph in his baneful art ! 

~Sweet maid! here rose, with earliest dew, 
Her hymn, like bird-notes heard afar; 

"The carol rang, the needle flew, 
While gleam’d ner lamp, the Dale’s last 

. 

Cot of her sires! thou wast a shrine 
By peace and labour sanctified ; 

Aad can she leave their sheltering vine 
Ta glitter Raby's low=born bride ? 

Vain, perilous dream ; fond, trustful girl! 
The eagle mates not with the dove ; 

The bright gold of the sated earl 
O’erpays the fallen rustic’s love. 

He clasps her waist—he whispers bland, 
~ Bashful and blest, she drops her seam : 
Anon, and see her quivering stand, 
Like one smit by some hideous dream. 

«And this thy suit!” she clasped the blade, 
Lay on the Ancient Book hard by ; 

And calm, though proud, the maiden said, 
“ This was a brave man’s legacy :— 

1: A POOR, brave man, who strove and died, 
And left his child no ill-won hoard ; 

Like him she gains her honest bread, 
And scorns thy love, thou abject lord ! 

‘“ Pass on ; pass like the girlish dream 
That 1dly, fondly would ally 
Truth, Manhood, Honor with thy name 

, And generons thoughts with lineage high. 

“Pass on ; thy gold and gauds I'spurn: 
Foul price of womas’s direst shame— 

Her barier’d love—my bread I earn, 
And bear to heaven a stainless name.’ 

She laid the blade “the Book” begide— 
The heir looms of the Puritan ; 

And calm, though pale, her needls plied, 
Ere thus the heart-siruck earl began— 

“Thou peerless girl !, forgive, fonget— 
Take state and raak, so be ‘thou inine 3 

And ne’er sat Ruby’s.coronet : 
Upon a nobler brow than thine.” 

‘ Ah, coronets weigh not ’gainet hearts, 
Those priceless gems, the pure aad strong ; 

Nor would I pledge the matroa’s vow, 
To him who planned the maiden’s wrong. 

“ Pass on ; and wed 1n'thy degree ; 
I pardon, while I kiss the rod H 

Call back my wandering thoughts to Thee, 
My God, and my forefather’s God !" 

‘Tolonial News. 

Novascotia. 

Halifax San, December “11s 
A boat in which were Mr. Alchern, his 

son and daughter, when crossing to Pat- 
ton's Cove, through some wmisman- 
agement, struck against the bark Zea- 
lous lying in the stream, and upser, Mr 
Alchera and his son clung to the bottom 
of the boat and was saved, but the girl 
was at once carried away by the current. 
She did not sink, but floated about half 
a mile; when picked up life was ex- 
tinct. 
Mr. Alchern has friends in P, E. [Is- 

nnd. This is the second bereavement 
of the family within a year. The first 
being the death of a fine intelligent 
oung woman, his step daughter, who 

died on’ her way to Quebec, via. New 
York and Buffalo, ar the residence of 
her uncle, in Perry, New York. 
[Mr Alchera resided for some vears in 

Miramichi. ] 

» Glitor’s Department. 

IRAMICHI: 

CraTHAM, Tuespav. Dec. 22, 1846. 

03" The Subscriber having been compelled 
to consume a large amount of time, and in- 
cur considerable expense, in his too often fruit- 
fess endeavours to collect his far-spread Ount- 
standing Debte, he hereby notifies all persons 
to whom he isnot iadebted, and with whom 
he has met a running account, that orders for 
Advertising in the Gleaner, and for Printing, 
in fugure, must be &ccompanicd with the 

CASH, otherwise they will not meet with at- 
tention. ) 

JAMES A. PIERCE. 
Gleaner Office, October 23, 1846. 

European News.--Such is the state 
of our roads, thatthe Courier from the 
Southward, wko should have been here 

on Friday afternoon, did not reach Chat- 

ham until late-in the day on Sunday, and 
to our astonishment, brought the English 

December mail. 
It was brought 10 Halifax by the splen- 

did Steamer: Cambria, which vessel arri- 
ved at that place on; the morning ot Tues- 
day, in the astonishingly short passage of 

ten and a half days. 
We have devoted a large space to ex- 

tracts, which will be found under the 

proper head. Although the news thus 
furnished does not contain any thing of 
startling importance, still there is a good 
deal worthy of perusal. 

STEAMER GREAT Brrrain,—The fate 
of this noble vessel appears at length 10 
be sealed. It will be seen by the follow- 
ing extracts copied from Wilimer and 

received mach damage from a late heavy 
gale, and little or no. hopes are now en: 
tertained of ever getting her afloat : 

‘The Grea! Britair’s position at present is 
almost the worst she could be in, and her fate 
is even supposed by some to have. arrived at 
its climax, that is, that thers are now no 
hopes of her preservation, and that she may al- 
most be abandoned as atotal wreck. She cer- 
tainly has suffered considerable injury from 
the gale and high tide which took place on 
the morning of the 20th ult; her stern has béen 
shifted some distance further in shore, and 
she is laying witha list to port; several of her 
cabin doors and bulkheads, particularly amid- 
ships, have been split and smashed in conse- 
quence of her heavy straining; the boilers 
have forced the kitchen deck upwards from 
at least eigeteen inches to two feet, which 

upon a rock of no inconsiderable size, it is 
generaliy supposed to have gone through her 
dottom, but of this there "are some doubts, 

mage; but I am still decidedly of opinion that 

means be applied; but if the same apathy pre- 
vails which has shown and manifested itself 
du ringthe last nine weeks, she stands a good 
chance of leaving her ribs and trucks where 
she now is. Some favourable weather has 

| passed since she stranded, which in my hum- 
' ble opinion, might have béea more advanta- 
geously employed than in making fenders and 
breakwaters which has proved only food. for 
the fury of another gale. 
“From the first moment I heard it was de- 

termined to leave her on the sands for the 
winter I gave it as my decided opinion she 
could not stand the gales and heavy seas that 
prevail amost invariably with ‘the spring tides 
on this coast during that season of the year. 
“That the Great Britain could weeks ago 

have been liberated from her perilous position, 
there can be no doubt in the mind of any 
man knowing anything® at all of the mats 
ter ; that she can be saved now becomes an: 

but should be very sorry to make that' asser- 
tion two months hence, x 

** The plans that I propose have been hith- 
erto approved of by every one who has seen 
them, and I still maintain that if T meet with 

have been shown, I will once mote 
leviation in her own element.” 

("FROM ANOTMER CORRESPONDENT.) 
“1 can say nothing but what, I. presume; 

yon are already ‘in possession of. © The ‘late 
gale and high tide of the 20th ultime undid all 
we had done, and has madé her getting off 
‘much more difficult and doubtful than it was 
before. ~The zbip is a wonder: how she stood 
the last tremendous thumping [ cannot con- 
ceive—the bottom being the only part serious. 
ly injured.” 
“We extract the following from a report 

made by the engineers, Messrs. James and 
Alexander Bremner, to the Underwriters and 
owners of the Great Britain:—* She now 
lies nearly N. W. and S.E , thereby exposing 
the stern to the heaviest sea experienced in 
this bay. The sea will strike the vessel at 
en angle of about sixty degrees and then run 
along the port side of the vessel. She has at 
present a heel or list of about two feet. On 
sounding round her we find at high water 
spring tides eleven {eet water aft and. ten feel 
forward. 

* Atlow water spring tides the land dries 
about one hundred and fifty feet outside of 
the ship; but, from the nature of sand exposed 
to a heavy surf, itis probable these depis and 
dist1aces will vary very much, even 1a a short 
space of time. She isat present embedded 
in the sand four feet and a-half afi and ten 
feet forward. 

*“ We find that a projecting point of the 
rock, about three feet in diameter, has caught 
her under the starboard bilge and stove in two 
plates longitudinally ; alse, thrge of the ribs 
inside are broken, and two others materially 
injured, being much twisted. There are, aleo, 

Smith’s European Times, that she has | 

can leave go doubt but that she is resting | 

Altogether she has suffered considerable da-’ 

she is to be got off; if prompt and efficient’ 

other matter of comsideration: I sey she can,’ 

that due support which sheunld ' loug since’ 
place this" 

| menths past the accounts from Britawn 

five iron stanchions in the fore hold bent 
from one anc a half inch to half an inch from 
external pressure. 
“The bulk head, cr compartment before the 

boilers, is. strained, or bent abont three quaz- 
ters of aa inch in the lower hold, and a lit~ 
tle less so in the middle and upper ones The 
rudder and ste;n post are both carried away 
by the upper pait of the chamber of the pro- 
peller. 

** The counter of the vessel appears ts be 
shaken by the sea striking oa it. 

*“ A'communication from Bristo!, dated No- 
vember 28, speaks in a very desponding lone 
of the ship, and seems ty coincide in the view 
taken by the first correspondent, whose opin- 
ion we have given above.” 

New Brunswick Lecisnature.—The 
Royal Gazatte of Wednesday last, con- 
tains the Proclamation of His Excellen- 
cy the Lieutenant Governor of this Pro- 

vince, further proroguing the Legislature 
of this Province to the 29th January next, 
then! to meet! for the Despatch of Busi- 
ness. 

WESLEYAN ACADEMY, SACKVILLE. —A | 

Correspondent has furnishedvus with the 

following briefaccount of the semi-annual 
examination of the students of this high» 
ly popular Institution :— 

“ The semi-annual examination of this In- 
stitution, was held on Moaday and Tuesday, 
the 14th and 15th instant. A number of la- 
dies and gentlemen were present, and expres- 
sed themselves highly, gratified with the man- 
rer in which the students acquitted themselves. 
The examination was commenced at an early 
hour on Monday morning, with the classes in 
Arithmetic. These were succeeded by the 
classes in English Grammar, and Peamanship. 
In the afternoon, classes were examined in 
Geography, French. and Algebra ; and in the 
evening classes in Geometry, Land Surveying, 
and Navigation, and in Chemistry. Oa Tue:- 
day foreneon, the Examination was concluded 
with the Classes in the Greek and Latin lan- 
guages, 

*“ On Tuesday afternoon the usual exhibition 
was held, when twenty one young gentlemen 
took part in ‘Declamation, &c., in English, 
French, and Latin, in presence of a large au- 
dience assembled in thé spacious Lecture 
Room of the'Aeademy. At the close of these 
exercises, the average standing of the students 
in their classes, and the record of the general 
deportment “of each individual ‘during the 
term, was read by the Principal, (rom the 
academical registeg. sd ; 
“A class of young men who were about 

leaving the Institution, after having completed 
their studies, then presented themselves, and 
were addressed il avery feeling manner by the 
Principal. They were a very fine class—some 
of them, indeed, were young men of peculiar 
promise. They had endeared themselves to 
all the officers of the institation, and their de- 
parture appeared a cause of mutual regret. At 
the close of his address the Principal réad and 
delivered to each ofthem, a certificate stating 
the time he had been connected with the Aca- 
demy, the studies to which he had attended, 
what hia general deportment had beer; and 
giving him now an * honorable -dismissal.” 
These young men will got, we are sure, soon 
forget that_closing scene of their, academic 
ife. "7 t 3 
“The, interest always, manifested ia these 

exercises, was increased, on this occasion by 
the first public performance of a choir recently 
formed among the students.. . A Seraphine, 
said to be a very fine instrument, has been 
imported for their use, on which one of the 
teachers, Mc Hea, performs, and which was 
accompanied by two students op the Violin, 
and from twenty to twenty five who joined in 
singing several pieces of music, during the af 
ternoon, 
* The number of ‘students during the term 

was 92, being a larger number than had be- 
fore attended during a corresponding term ; of 
these 79 boarded in the institution, tha re- 
‘mainder residing in. the immediate neighbour. 
hood. "The next term commences on Tuesday 
the 7th January next” 

Trae Timser Trape.—For some 

respecting the price of Timber and Deals 
have been very satisfactory. This arose, 

not so much from there being a greater 
demand than usual for our great staple, 

but in consequence of the small stock. in 

market. Our merchants, looking at ‘but 

one side gf the picture-~the high price— 
and wot at the cause which led to the 

same, used great exertions last season to 

procure am estra supply ; this ‘they ship- 

ped to the mother country, and the natural 

consequences ensued—the market is over- 

stocked, and prices have declined, . This 

is the history of .the Timber trade ever 

since we know ‘any thing about it; and 

judging from the past; we are: apprehen- 
sive there is but little prospect- of a bet 

ter state of things being brought. about, 

until the attention, and capital of our 

avoidance of the expemse of yarding 

Merchants are less engrossed than they 

are at present in this precarious; | 
heretofore any thing bu: profitable 
beneficial branch of business. 4 

This extract is takea from Chal 
and Fleming’s Circular, published at% 
verpool. 

“The arrivals from British North A 
were very large last month, consistiog 
vessels, 62,150 tons, which compared wil 
same month last year, shows an increa# 
29,900 tons It is Bow pretty accel 
known waat further amount ‘of wonn 
be expected from Quebes, and, aithoogt 
reaching that of last year by cne foul 
will still be the largest year’s import, 
that single exceptien. From St. John 8 
Lower Ports, it is in excess of eve 
year. The greater part of this large dil 
of timber to tnis place. has occured 
the last two months. The constantly 
cing prices throughout the summer, cat 
the deficiency of the epring and summer! 
ply. induced much atiention to this mf 
and the unusual result of a pressure, p 
to this place, is now exhibited by a 
decline of the market of id to 13d per fof 
St, John, and 144 to 2d per foot on Qu 
and this state of things must alwaye, 1k 
cases, occur, so long as the aystem of of 
and holding timber contiaues so diffical 
expensive as to render it a first object 
importers generally to submit to a presé 
crifice rather than incur the certain expel 
yarding, with the contingency of an ad 8 
in price, remunerative of such expense, ® 
the ability of holding makes ‘no diffzrenc 

the main motive for a sale {rom the § 
The import since 1st February is here cob 
red with last year: From 1st February 10 
November, 1846 Quebec, 116 vessels, 
tons ; St. John, &e., 235 vessels, 112,520% 
Baltie, 131 vessels, 31,873 tone. F 
February to 30th November, 1815— Qf 
203 vessels, 119,310 tons; St. John, &¢: i 
vessels, 92,750 tons: Baltic, {v5 vesse 
§52 tons.” 1 

UNITED STATES. —Congress meh 
Washington on the 7th instant, fof 
despatch of business, when the Presi 
Mr. Polk, delivered his message. 
a very lengthy affair occupying 
closely ' printed columns of the 
York Sun. In our next paper wef 
give such extracts from this dec 
as we may deem interesting to off 
ders, 

The American Journals do not of 
any later intelligence respecting tf 
gress.of the war in Mexico. 

= EA. rT 

MEecuaNics' INsTITUTZ —Accordifh 
annonncement, our Mechanics’ In 

was opened to the public on the & 
of Thursday, when James Caie, Esq 
vered a very ‘excellent address on the 
progress. and utility of these institd® 
The-audience was large, and they : 

edly evinced their approbation of the 
timents of the Lecturer,by long and! 
ty-applause. At the termination ® 

Address, a vote of thanks was 
mously passed by the audience, 
sive of the obligations under which’ 
laboured ‘to ‘Mr Caie, for the ‘en 
meni he had afforded them, and /® 
very able manner in which he hat 
cidated his subject. The Presidest 
Hon. Joseph Cunard, then spoke 
length—pointing out the advantage’ 

must result from the formation of § 
institution in the place—urged on! 
tention of fathers, mothers, and all 
wishers of the public, the necessilf 

existed for giving it a warm and # 
support—and concluded by affectif® 
pressing on the attention of the Jf 
branches of the community (a large’ 
ber of whom were present,) the #8 
they would derive from a cons!® 
tendance, and storing their min® 

useful knowledge, which would ® 

them wise, and consequently, * 

members of Society. John M. JO 

Jun., Esq, will Lecture on THE 
evening. y 

Tue Season.~On Friday an 8% 
al quantity of snow fell, and ouf § 
which were bad before, are now 
impassable. « The Courier fr0 | 
Southward, informs us, {hat the t84y 
in that direction is most WE 
He brought the mvail on the backs 

horses, he foding it.impossibls 
vel any other way. There was - 

turn out of horses sleds and sleté’ 

Saturday, for the purpose of bre 
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