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Guropean News, 
From British $e to the 47h March, 

received by the Steamer Hibernia. 

From Willmer ra European Times, 4 : 
; arch 4. 

(Great Battle in India. 
3,300 British and Native Troops killed 
and wounded—and reported loss of 30,- 

000 -Sikhs—at Moodkee and Ferozeshah. 

Our advices from Bombay, since the sailing 
i the steamship Cambria, come down lo Ja- 
muary 17, and fornish accounts of one of the 

' greatest battles ever fought by the British in 
our Indian Empire, in which we have sustain- 
«ed the known loss of 3,300 of our brave sol 

, :diers, including the gallant Sark, Sir J. M'- | 
.. Kaskill, and Mejor Broadfoot. When these 

« , -,=ecounts left the scene of action for Bombay, 
" _, for transmission to Englasd, there were several 
" regiments from whish returns had mo: beea 
"received, so that a further loss may be calcula- 
“ed upon. . ~- 

‘Ab Extraordinary Gazette gives the official 
accdunt of all the military operations in this 
great struggle. The result, we are proud to 

-4 say, is as glorious and decisive a victory 2s 
.evex crowned the British arms, and equalled 
, only by the field of Waterloo. Previous to 

Ys ng before our readers copies of the more 
Smportant despatches, we prefix the following 

© brief outline :—*“ On the 12th, 13th, and 14th 
of Dacember, the Sikh army crossed the Sut 

“lez, with, at the lowest estimate, 80,000 men 
"(of whom 20 or 30,000 were cavalry)and about 

. 130 pieces of cannon ofthe - largest calibre 
¢ ‘moveable in the field, and exquisitely finished 

, v'=an artillery iinaibepure di more powertu} 
han was ever brought into the ficld by Wel: 

.+ lingtou or Napoleon It is only in morals thas 
the Sikhs are to be ranked as barbarous. They 

., Area raceas vigorous in body as acute in in- 
,tellect, und as skilful in all the artsthéy culu- 

- ‘vate, of which war is the chief, asthe gener- 
+ ality of Europeans. ' The place at which this 

. formidable host passed the river may be about 
- 40 or 50 miles frdm Lahore, the capital of Pun- 
jaub, and within & much less distance of Fe- 

. roxzepore, the most advanced of the British 
posts.  Ferozepore is about15 or 20 miles from 

;-$he point at which the Sikhs crossed the river, 
o,f itis so much. = The invaders having esta- 

, blished themselves and established themselves 
_on the British side of the Sitiej, made some 
roy 14 demonstration of attacking Ferozepore 
“in the interval between the 15th and 18th ; buy,” 

+ "upon the last named day, broke up, and taking 
“the: direst road to Delhi, procedded in a south. 

‘direction, as if they ‘would mask Feroze. 
3 ain de hestbon, 1 

okiom; a division of; 30,000 of the: invaders hed 

oodkee, when, on the evening. of the 18th, 

: le 

~ "ernor General, Sir Heory Hardinge, who, as 
second in command, took the field in person. |. 
A fierce conflict ensued, in which the Sikhs 
Tost the artillery attached to their division, in 

_© number 17 guns. It was in this of the 
.* battle that Sir Robert Sale and & M:. 

Kaskill fell. The contest proceeded languidly 
- ;Abrough the 19:h ard 20th, the armies on both 
ls Seine occupied with the burial of their 
_ dead, and ihe re-organization of their respec. 

_ ve armies. During these two days the Brit 
18h commander reeeived some reinforcements; 
‘but the invaders having fallen back upon their 
‘main body, probably 30 or 40,000, presented a 

+ prodigiously augmented force, when the shock 
+. of battle was renewed on the Dist, at a place 

: called Ferozeshur, about 12 miles in retreat 
, from Moodkee.. At Ferozeshar the invaders 
a had epared a strongly entrenched camp, 
which they stood prepared to defend with 190 

pieces of their huge held artillery and 60,000 
men. - Imagination can scarcely” depict the fu- 
ry and the obstinacy of the two days’ fight that 
most have preceded the capture of the inva. 

: ders’ camp, with all its materiel and artillery, 
.and tke utter dispersion of the invading army, 

» onthe 22nd December. = The most fortunate 
.-«8ceped to islands in the Sutlej, or perhaps 
~10 the Panjadlb bark, but the greater part were 
.scattered in broken parties through the British 

.. territories. Their Joss is variously estimated 
at from 25 to 30,000 in killed snd woanded. 
Our loss in killed and wounded, it is to be feared, falls liule of 3,300, including 50 Eure- 

. pean officers. * 2 : 

+ From General Sir Hugh Gough, G.C.B., 
the Commander in Chief of the Army in 
India, to the Governor General of India, 

vo Camp, Moodkes, Dec, 19, 1845, 
. Right Hon. Sir,—it wonld be a superfluous 
form 1i'me ‘td ‘address 10 you a narrative of jhe 
campaign which has opened agaiust the Sikhe, 
and the successful action. of yesterday, since 

; you have io person shered the fatigues. ang 
"dyners of our army, end witnessed iia eBoTs 

. aad privations, but that my position as i's nead 
- Peddels this my duty ; dnd it is necessary, fron 
- "that position, "1. shoild' place ‘these events of 

© Yeesrd, for thé information’ of &ll"Evfope, 28 
wellas of all Tadia: ~~ 4 re 5:48 
3 vod i others have tobe told, 
a{ the sudden and. usprovoked. aggression of the Sikhs, by crossing the Sutlej, win toe great 

proportion of their army, with ge avowed in- temtion of attacking Feroztpore ina time of profound peace, rendered in ensable, ' on our part, a series of difficult combinations. for tha protection of our frontier statiog, sp anjus- 
. tifiably and $0 unespectediy menaced, 

From the advanced and salient Fituation of 

“x 

To this direc-.| 

Br 3 ; 
d by Sir Hugh Gough and the Go- | gular 

| 

fay d 

Ferozepore, and its vicinity to the Sikh capi- 
tal, its defence against a sudden attack became 
a difficult operation. It was aiways le 
for the Sikh government to throw a formidgple 
force upon it before one sufficiently num s 
could en our side be collected to support it; 
but'whea, upon the 11th instant, it became 
known st Umballa, where I bad established 
my head-querters, that thie invasion had actu- 
ally taken place, the efforts to repel it followed 
in rapid succession; notwithstanding I 
had the fullest confidence 1a Major General 
Sir John Luter, ing at Ferozepore, 
and in the devotedness and gallantry of the 
iroops occupying it. ; 
The troops from the different stations in th 

Sirhind division were directed to move by for- 
+ marches upon Bussean, vy by o most 
judicious arrangement, you irected sup~ 
plies to be collected in a wonderfully short 
space of time. 3 g 
The main portion of the foree at Loodianah 

wes withdrawn, and a garrison thrown into 
the little Yotiress there. From this central po- 
sition, already slluded to, both Loodianah and 
Ferozepore could be supported, and the safety 
of - bothgplaces might be considered to. be 
brought, in some measure, within the scope of 
the contingencies of a general action to be 
fought for their relief. All thisissoonrelaled ; 
but most harassing have beén the marches of 
the troops ia completing this conceatration. 
When their march had been further prolonged 
to this place they had moved over a distance 
of upwards of 150 miles in six deye, along 
roads of heavy sand ; their perpetual labour 
allowiag them scarcely time to cook their vic- 
tuals even when they received it, und hardly 
20 hour for repose, before they were called 
upon for renewed exertions. 
When our leading corps reached Wudnee, 

a small jaghite of the late Maharsjah Shere 
Singh, us garrison shut the gates of the fort 
against them; and, as our bauiering guns were 
far in the rear, it was determined to reserve 
it for futyre chastisemeat, and we remained 
content with compelling the viliage to furnish 
supplies (it could however provide little, ex- 
~cept for our overworked catile,) under pain of 
enduring a caunonade and assault ; thisit did, 
without the necessity of firing a shots. , 
When we reached Whdueg, it was evident 

that the force before Feorozepors felt the 
influence of eur movements, as we heard that 
a very large portion of that force had: been de- 
tached to oppose our farther advance; their 
feeling parties retired on ‘the morning of the 
18th before our cavairy piquets; near the vil- 
lage and fort of Moodkee. Jagd 
Sson af:er mid-day, the division under Ma~ 

jor General Sir Harry Smith, a brigade gif that 
under’ Major Geueral Sir J, MM Caskill, and, 
another of that under Major: General Gilbert, 
with five troops ef horss artillery and two light 
field baiteries, under Licutenant Colonel 
Brooke (brigadier in comaiand of the artille. 
vy force), and the cavalry division, consisting 
“of her read 4 Light Dragoons, the body 
guard, 4h and" “oe argc, and 0th frre 

Cavalry, ‘their eacam, 
ground ia frost of Moodiee, * y pre 
The troeps were in a state of great exhavs- 

tion, principally from want of water, which 
Was nol procurable on the road, when, about 
3 p.m. isformation was received that the 
Sikh army was advancing ; and the troops had 
scarcely time to get wader arms, and moye to 

| their positisus, when the fact was ascertained- 
Limmediately pushed forward the horse ar< 
tillery and cavalry, directing the infantry, ac~ 
companied by the field baiteries to move for= 
ward in suppcrt © We had not proceeded be~ 
youd two miles when we found the enemy in 

| position. They were raid to consist of from. 
15,000 to 20,000 infantry, about the game force 
of cavalry, and adout 4 They evident- 
ly had either taken up thej position, or were 

| advancing in order to battle against us, 
To resist their attack, and to cover the for 

mation of the infantry, | advanced the cavalry 
uncer Brigadiers White, Gough, and Mactier, 
rapidly to the front, in columns of squadrons, 
and accupied the plain: They were speedily 
followe# by the five troops of horse artillery, 
under Brigadier Brooke, who took up a fore ie position, having the cavalry thea on his 

. The country is a dead fiat: covered at short intervals with a low, bat, in some places, thick jhow jungle, and dotted with sandy hil~ locke. The enemy screened their infantry and artillery behind this jungle, and such undula- tions as the ground afforded ; and, whilst our battalions formed from echelion of brigades aio line, opened a very severe cannonade up- on our advancing troops, which was vigour ously replied 10 by the battery of horee artille- ry vader Brigadier Brooke, wisich was soon 
joined by the two light field batteries. The rapid and well directed fire of our artillery ap- appeared soon to paralyse that of the enemy ; and as it was ya to complete our infant~ Fy dispositions without advaneing i 100 nesr the juagle, I direct, imag 

&r ih ed the cavalry un- der Brigadiers White aud Gough 10 ate a movement : 0a, the enemy’s lef i view of threatening and trang rnd Pi if possible. With praiseworthy “gallantry, ‘the %d Light Dregcons, with the 954 brigade of cay ry, consisting of die body guard, 5th Light Ciyai¥, with a portion of (he 4th Lancers, tarned ie left of the Sikh army, and sweep- ing-anne Be whole rear of jug ivfentry and 
their caumerus cxvalky to. flight. Whilst this movement wa tak'og place on the enemy's left, I directed the rentuinder of the 4th Lan. cets, the Oth Drregulyr Cvalry, "Bri 
a, with ‘a "lghit field buitery, to reaten their righ; TRL bial A This maveavre was also 

not the inlay and of the enemy beep serecned by aN ingle, heap 

guns silaceed for a time, ‘the latuter, and put | 

brilliant charges of the cavalry would have 
been productive of greater effect. 
‘When the infantry advanced to the attack, 

Brigadier Brooke rapidly puehed on his horse 
artillery close to the jungle, and the cannor- 
ade was resumed on both sides. The iofantry 
under Major Generals Sir Harry Smith, Gil- 
bert, and Sir John M'Caskill, attacked in 
echelon of lines the enemy’s infantry, almest 
invisible amongst wood and the approaching 
darkness of night. The opposition of the ene- 
my was such as might have been expecied 
from troops who had everything at stake, and 
who had long vaunted of being irresistable 
Their ample and extended line, from their 
great superiority of numbers, far outflanked 
ours ; but this was counteracted by the flank 
movements of our cavalry, The attack of the 
infantry now commenced ; and the rol! of fire 
from this powerful. arm soon convinced the 
Sikh army that they had met a foe they little 
expected ; and their whole force was driven 
from position after position with great slaugh- 
ter, and the loss of 17 pieces of artillery, 
some of them of heavy calibre ; our infantry, 
using that never failing weapon, the bayonet, 
whenever the enemy stood. Night only saved 
them from worse disaster, for this stout confliet 
was maintained during as hour and a helf of 
dim starlight, amidst a cloud of dust from the 
sandy plain, which yet more obscured every 
object. 

I regret to sav, this gallant and successful 
attack was attended with considerablesgoss ; 
the lorce bivouacked upon the field for some 
hours, and only returned to its encampment 
after ascertaining that it had no enemy before 
it, and that night prevented the possibility of 
a regular advance or pursuit, 

I beg to congratulate yon, right howorable 
‘sir, on this first defeat of our invaders by the 
sermy I have the honor to command. The 
perseverance by which euccess was attained 
you persvnally witnessed ; and the troops I am 
sure felt proud of the seli-devotion with which 
their, Governor General exposed himself to eve- 
ry danger amongst them. 1 befare said that 
cur loss has been severe ; it could not be ee- 
teemed mall if we had no other record, when 
I meation that, towards the conclusion of the 
affair, Mojor General Sir Robert Sale, to whom 
"India and Eogland are so much indebted, bad 
his left thigh shatered by a grape shot, and 
thatthe wound has since proved morteh Sir 
John M*Caskill, an old and valued officer, who 
has done his country much good service, re- 
ceived a ball through his chest, on the advance 
of his division, and immeciately expired. Brl- 
gadiers Bolton and Mictier, and Lieut.-Colo- 
nels Bambury and Byrne, and other valuable 
officers, are amongst the wounded. These 
losses our country and the eervice will deplore, 
ot not consider unavailing, when Feroze- 

pore shall be rescued from the invader, and 
the insult to our territory and rule fly pun 
ished, 

1 have every reason to be proud of, and gra. 
tified wth, the exertions of the whole of the 
officers and troops of this army on this ardue 
ous occasion ; with the conduct and dispositi- 
ons of the generals of divisions, the brigadiers 
of the several arms, the general, personal, di= 
visional, and brigade staff, and the command- 
ing officers of regiments ; but this despatch is 
necessarily completed in the utmost haste, dnd 

pin the midst of most important operations, —I 
must, therefore, reserve to a future opportuni- 
ty, the pleasing task of bringing especially and 
by name to the notice of govegignent the parti- 
cular merits of individual officers. 

1 eannot, however, refrain from expressing 
my deep sense of obligation to the heads of 
the two principal departments. Major Genera] 
Sir James Lumley, was unfortunately preven- 
ted by severe sickaees from taking part in the 
active duties of this great crisis ~~ Mujor Grant, 
-deputy adjutant general, therefore supplied his 
place, and it is my duty to s2y how ably this 
has been done; and how great a loes I have 
endured by being deprived, for the present, of 
his services, in consequence of two wounds 
which he received whilst urging on the infan- 
try to the final and decisive attack of the ene- 
my’s batteries. Neither must I fail to record 
the valuable aid which has upon this, as on a 
former campaign, been afforded me by the 
Quarter-Master-General, Lieut.-€olonel Gar- 
«den ; his departmental arrangements demand 
my highest commendation. Major Gen Sir. 
Harry Smith haviog been appointed to the 
command of a division, the charge of his office 
as Adjutant General of her Majesty's Forces 
developed wpor Lieutenant Colone] Barr, who, 
not only in the performance of thege duties, 
but in every way in which assistance can be 
rendered in active operations, has beea to me 
a most valusble staff officer, 

1 bave to thank you, right honourable sir, for 
having placed at my disposal the services of 
the officers of your staff, wnd to thank them 
for the wluable assistance they sfforded me 
on this arduous day.. It shall be my pleasing 
duly to mention them individually, with the 
officers oft my own personal staff} in the recom. 
mendation list I shall have the honodr of for- 
warding, at an early date, 10 Government, —1 
bave, &ec., 

\ . H. GOUGH, 
General, Commander.in Chief, 

From His Excellency ihe @omrma 
Chief to the Right Hop 
General of India, 
” emp, Ferozeshah, Dee, 22, 1845. ght hot. Sir, —I have again to congrats. Jate you on the success of So a v red Fails bas been fought against the Seikh army att : place, und, ¥ the blessing of Divise Steger Victory has'been won, by’ thé ve- ONT of Our troops, eguinst odds and wader ¢ir- 

nder in- 
« the Governor 

cumstances which will render this uetion the Wost meaergdls inthe purge of Indian history, 
i 

After the combat of ihe 18th at Moodkee,in- 
formatien wasreceived the following day that 
the enemy, in increased numbers, were moving 
on to attack us A line of defence was takes 
up in advance of our encampment, and diwpe- 
eitions made to repel assault; but the day wore 
away without their appearing, and at night we 
had the satisfaction of being reinforced by her 
Majesty’s 20th Foot, and the E. I. Company's 
1st European Light lafaniry, with our small 
division of heavy guns. ~ . 
I must here allude to a circumetance most fa- 

vourable to our efforts in the field. On tha 
evening, in addition to the valuable counsel-in 
which you had in every emergency before fe- 
voured me, you were pleased yet further to 
strengthen my hands by kindly offering your 
services us second in command in my army. 1 
need hardly say with how much pleasure the 
offer was seeepted. " . 
On the morning of the 21st the offensive was 

resumed ; our colurans of ell arms-debouched 
four miles on the road to Ferozeshah, where it 
was known that the enemy, posted in gipat 
force and with « most formidable artillery, had 
remained since the action of the 18th, inces- 
santly employed in entrenching his position. 
Iastead of advancing to the direct atinck of 
their formidable works, our force manmuvred 
to their right ; the second and fourth divisions 
of infantry, in front, supported by the first di- 
vision aud cavalry in second line, contipued t@ 
defile for some time out of cannon shot between 
the Beikhs and Ferozepore. The desired effet 
was not long delayed, a cloud of dust was seen 
on out lef, and accordivg to the instructions 
sent him ou the preceding evenibg, Mejor 
General Sir John Linler, with his division, 
availing himeelf ofahe offered opportunity, was 
discovered in full march to unite his force 
mine. The junction was soon flected, and 
thus was accomplished one of the great objects 
of all our harassing marches and privations, 18 
the relief of this division of our army from th 
blockade of the numerous force by which i 
was surrounded. Legnis 

Dispositions were now made for a united a# 
ea 7 the enemy’s Seashed semper ls 
found it to.be a parallelogram, of about a 
in length and a half a mile in breadth, including 
within ite area the strong village of 
the shorter sides looking towards the 
and Moodkee, aud the longer towards Ferose- 
pore and the open country. We moved eguiss 
the last-pamed force, the grousd in. front 
which was like the Seikh position ia Moodkee: 
covered with low jungle, 2 
Tae divisions of M aera Sir Joba 

Littler, Brigadier Wallace (who had succeeded 4 
Major-General Sir Joka M‘Caskill), and’ ¢ 
jor-General Gilvert, deployed into line, 
in the centre Gur whole force of arnilery, 
the exception of three troops of horse artillery, 
one on either fank, and one in em 
moved as occesion required. 
Sir Harry Smith's division, and o8F 

General 8ir Henry Hardinge, while I. pers 
‘ally conducted the right. ok bs 
A very heavy cennonade was see by ibe 

enemy, who had dispersed over their position: 
upwards of one huadred guns, more than 
of which were of battering calibre. Thes® 
kept up a heavy and well-directed fire, which é 
the practice of our far less numerous sriillers 
‘of much lighter metal, checked in some 
gree, but could not silence. Finally, in the fact . 
of a storm of shot and shell, our infantry Be 
vanced and carried these formidable entreaei™ i 
ments They threw themselves upon iw 
ve with —— Loran. w 
rom the enemy ; but when 2 
partially within our grasp our soldiery hud 
face such a fire of musketry from the SET 
infantry, amayed behind. their guas, thet 
spite of the most heroic efforts, & P! 
only of the entrenchment could be 
Night fell while the conflict wase 
raging.. 

Althowgh I now brought up M 
Sit Harry Smith’s division, and he 
and long retained another ed of the posi 
and her Mojesty’s 3rd Light Dragoons | 
and took some oF the Most former ios 
ien,” yet the enemy remained in 
a considerable portion of the great 
whilst our troops, intermingled 

‘liept possession of the remainder,and : 
vouacked upon it, exhausted by ad 4 b . 
efforts, greatly reduced in numbed Bp o9 
ing extremely from thirst, yet animale ot be : 
indomitable spirit In this state of ¢ jon 
long night wore away. ; 

Near the middle of it, oge of 
guns was advanced and p i 4 
effect on our troops. Lie / 
ry Hardinge immediately formed pl 
50th Foot end the lst European Le! omnes 
They were led to the attack by hei. “5 
ding officers, and snimuted Cas 
tions by Lientenani-Colonel Woods 
camp to the Lieut.-General), Who 

£ i h 
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ded 10 the outset. The 50h 08 couse” 
and the enemy, dismayed by \ cE 
check, did not venture to press oR “oon! 
ting the whole might, howe ge of 37 
med to ' harass our troops by HY Co po 
lery, wherever moonlight discovered. oo 
sithon, : CC ettib®” 

Bot with daylight of the 220d eS 
tion.. | Our infantry formed ge 41 5 
both flanks by. horse dye ar be 
opened from our centre by st fight 
guns az remained effective, aided 
rockets. A masked | y's: 
effect upon thia peint, 
‘and blowing up our 
Lieut -Gentra 
bimself at the head of 
af the head of (be right wing 


