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Our line zdvanced, and, unchecked by the 
enemy's fire, drove them rapidly out of the vil- 
lage of Ferozeshah and heir encampment; 
then, changing front to its left, on its centre, 
eur force continued to sweep the camp, bear- 
ing dowa all opposition, and continued todrive 
the enemyfrom their whole position. The line 
thea baited, as if on a day of manwmuvre, re- 
eeiving its two leaders as they rode along its 
front with a gratifying cheer, and displaying 
the standards of the Khaksa army. 
We had taken upwards of 73 pieoes of cannon, 
and were masters of ths whole field. 
The force assumed a position oa the ground 

which it had won, but even here its labors 
were not to cease, In the course of two hours, 
Birdar 8¢j Sing, who had commanded in ibe 

last battle brought up from the vicinity of 
- pore fresh batwslions, and a large field 
of artillery, supported be 80,000 Ghorepurras, 
hitherto encamped near the river. He drove 
Jin our eavalry_ parties, and made strenuous ef- 
forts to regain the position at Ferozeshah ; this 
‘attempt was defeated ; but its failure had scar- 
ceely become manifest, when the Sirdar resew- 
#od the contest with more troops end a larger 
.attillery. He commenced bya combination 
-aguinst our left flank : and when this was true- 
rated made such A SPmaniinten Sipiant the 
captured village as compelled us to change our 
whole front to the right. His guns during this 
‘menmuvre, maintained an incessant fire, whilst 
“our srtillery ammunition being completely ex- 

int prowacted combats we were 
. unable to answer bim with a single shot, 

Inow directed our elmost exhausted caval- 
* zy to threaten both flanks at once, preparing 
the infantry to advance in support, which ap- 

purently caused him y to ceasc his fire, 
and to abandon the field 
. + Por twenty-four hours nota Sikh has eppear- 
od in our front. The remains of the Khalsa 

i 

iog up its left bank towards thar, 
ia the greatest and dismay. OI 
their is killed; Lal 

ang wikis = 3 
“The loss of this army has been heavy ; how 

ould a hope be formed that it should be 
otherwise 1 Within thirty hours this force 

* stormed an entrenched camp, fought a gene- 
ral action, sad sustained two considerable 

© wombats with the enemy. Within four days 
it has dislodged from ibeir positions, on (he 
defubank of the Sutlej, 60,000 Sikh soldiers, 
®upported by upwards of 150 pieces of can- 

108 of which the enemy acknowledge 
0 have lost, and 91 of which are in our pos- 

+ la addition te our loses in the battle, the 
®piyred camp wes found to be everywhere 

© Protected b charged mine by the successive 
Wpringing of whi many brave officers and men 

1 must bear testimony to the valour displayed 
these actions by the whoie of the regiments 
he J jesty’s 5d ed, and 

. ladis Company's Ist pean 

* Light lafenury ; the native force seconded 
12 a most spirited manner their gallant con- 

To Lieutenant-General Sir Henry Hardinge, 
®y second in command, my warmest thanks 

Are due, not only for his personsl exertions, 
Which were conspicuous to all, but for the able 
sistance he afforded me through all the eveai- 
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‘al scenes of this well fought action. To 
- g*neral and my personal siafl, I feel deeply in- 

for their uncessng exertions, Major 

Generals Sir Harry Smith, Gilbert, and Sir 
- Joba Littler, and Brigadier Wallace (who no- 

ly feil in the hour of victory), fally realised the 

expectations I had formed of their conduct 
gir br divisions. t 

ith the Brigadiers, the commandant of ar- 
tillery, and the chief engineer, the comman- 
ding officers of regiments, and with depart. 

. Menta] gaff, | was aleo grealy plessed ; their 

| €xeriions were most uoremitung, aad highly 

THE GLEANER. 

ead Oriola, did us the honour to secompany 
the force during our operations. They were 
present at Moockee, ard in this great battle. 
tis with my greatest pleasure and sincerity 
I can bear my testimony to their gallant con. 
duct on these occasions, worthy of the high 
reputation in the arms of their countrymen, 
sad of Whe grow. ancestor of one of them, 1 
lament to that Dr. Hoffmeister, the medi 
cal attendant on the count, was killed ia the 
action on the 21st instant, 

1 herewith enclose the report of Lieute- 
nani-General the Right Hon, Sir H. Hardinge, 
second in command. —I have the honour Lo be, 
&e., H.GOUGH, 

General, Commander-in-Chief, 

From Willmer and Smith's Eoropéan 
Times, March 4. 

ENGLAND'S COMMERCIAL POLICY. 

The agitation which is now proceed- 
ing in favour of Free-irade is almost ex- 
clusively confined 10 the walls of Parlia- 
ment. The people out of doors—the 
great mass of this thinking, intelligent, 
stirring nation, require no fillip, want no 
incentive to wed them to the canse, 
Their love is deep and abiding. They 
are passive, but not indifferent spectators 
of the conflict. Itis the nation versus 
the lords of the soi! ; justice and expedi= 
ency on the ove side—vbstinacy and sel. 
fishness on the other. We have ‘alluded 
below to the monster debate, and its all 
but monster majorily—a majority too 
potent for the landlords to struggle 
agaist. The safety of the measure is 
insured ; and our transatlaouc readers, 
engaged in commerce with England, 
way rest satisfied that Peel's commercial 
<i will become the law of the land. 
There will be wrangling, there will be 
delay, but there will not, cannot be 
feat. The events of the last few days 
show that the House of Lords will swal- 
low the pill ; with wry faces, it may be, 
like children taking medicine, but they 
will gulp it down, from a conviction of 
its necessity —combined, probably, with 
a conviction equally strong, that they 
will be made 10 do so should they turn 
restive. : ' 
Some fears bave been expressed that 

Lord Stanley would lead the Protection 
ist forlorn hope in the House of Peers, 
He is a wayward, imprudent man, with 
strong nerves, a good deal of showy 1a. 
lent, and very little judgment. But it 
is understood that even Ae quails. Cob- 
den’s speech in the House, on the night 
of the division, was devoled less to a 
donsideration of the question, on its ab- 
stract merits, than 10 an investigation of 
the pitiful desperate condition of the ob- 
structives. He clearly showed that an 
appeal of the country would only procras- 
tinate and embitter the fight, without 
settling it. He proved that all the great 
towns in the nation--the seats of trade, 
commerce, capital, manufactures, and 
mind, were supporters of the Govern- 
ment policy ; and that the landlords must 
depend upon their rotton boroughs and 
nomination counties alone for support. 
All Jaws which mar the onward progress 
of the age are transitory. The peers 
koow this. Tn the present spirit of the 
times, the defects in the representation, 
should they take shelter behind them, 
would be the commencement of an agi- 
tation which would not leave a vesiige 
remaining. As Cobden demonsirated, 
there is a sufficient amount of public opi- 
nion ar present, in favour of Free-trade, 
10 change, i! necessary, the very succes- 
sion to the Crown itself. 

Still, it is doubtful whether the repeal 
the | of the Corn-laws will be immediate. On 

Monday night, Mr Villiers moved, in 
committee, for the immediate repeal of 
the duties on corn, instead of the repeal 
three years hence, enforcing his position 
cleverly by proof, that the present time 
was the best adapted for the interest of 
the agriculturist ; that now he could bet- 

ter compete with his foreign rival, when 
wheat was scarce and dear in all parts 

of the world instead of three years hence, 
when it might ibly be cheap and 
plentiful, T ebate stood adjourned 

until the following night and at the time 
we write—on the evening of Tuesday— 
we are una mor omg the result, It 

is just ible, if the morning papers 

A rok cee to Liverpool to-day, that 

the division may arrive here an hour or 

two before the sailing of the packet, and 

thas Shee the Atlantic vs eA ne 
n Times; but we are not udl s 

ry ig aah of advices from our 
London representative at this late hour, 
we are in ihe dark as to the result. In 
all probability, however, the sense of the 
House will inst Mr Villiers, as 
Lord John Russell and Sir Robert Peel 
think that'it is impolitie on the score 0 

success to depart from the scheme 8 ori- 
inally cm pay The minister would 

Be lighted to be left in a minority, but 
the landlords, there is every reason 10 ap- 
prehend, makiog the best of what they 
consider 8 bad bargain, will hold bim to 

the hereditary branch of 

three years term, and divide with him 
against the immediate repeales. All 
depends upon the landlords, for the Free- 
traders in the House are not gumerically 
strong enough to beat the Ministerialists, 
the Whigs. and the Protectionists. . But 
nothing in their previous tacues can lead 
us to hope that the later will exercise a 
generous and dignified liberality on this 
occasion, ’ . 
The division on Saturday presents some 

curious results. The House, as our read- 
ers are probably aware, consists of 656 
members ; of these, 227 Liberals voted 
with the Minister, and 112 Tories—total 
830; against him, 11 Liberals, and 231 
Tories—total 242, which makes the Ma- 
jority of 87.7 There were 30 Liberals ab- 
sent, and 15 Tories ; 5 vacancies, and 
the Speaker, 6; making up the full coni- 
lement of the House—656. Sir Robert 
eel’s supporters, it will thus be seen, 

only number about a sizth of the repre- 
sentation, and in this estimate are inclu- 
ded 27 officials. It is clear, then, that 
without the aid of the Liberals he would 
have been hors de combat; in other words, 
he would have been destroyed by those 
who made him, ' 

THE MONSTER DEBATE. { 

The great debate on Sir Robert Peel's 
finapical scheme, which extended over 
three weeks, and afforded food for 
twelve nights’ incessant oratory, was 
brought to a close on the morning of 
Saturday last, by a division which gave 
the Minister a mploriy of NINETY~SE- 
ven! The eye of the ha 
lowed its prey with greater intensity than 
the public, out of doors, have turned to 

de- | these debates in Parliament, Not that 
the s reeches themselves were cared for; 
they literally became a bore. But day 
alter day people looked for the result 
down the endless columns of the daily 
prints in vain, until the interest deepen- 
ed into anxiety, followed, as the drea 
D— ol words proceeded, by absolue 
efpair, 

_ Nor was this despair unnatural when 
it is considered bow mighty are the inter- 
ests gow trembling in the balance—how 
great has been the expenditure of time 
and talk—and how far the result is {rom 
being yet consummated. Every mer- 
chant, every iradesinan, every one in 
business, in short, experiences the pain- 
ful, 1p some instances, the ruinous re 
sults, of this sate of transition. Parlia~ 
ment has been sitting more than a 
month, and nothing has been done—ab- 
solutely nothing, for we are as yeu only 
entering on the threshold of the investi. 
$ilix. The debate which closed on Sa- 
urday is the first skirmish—the precur- 
sor of the general engagement. The 
House, by this majority, has ey | 
pledged itself 10 go into committee. All 
the multifarious paris of the scheme 
have yet 10 be discussed, and affirmed or 
rejected before it reaches” the House of 
Lords ; there, 1he same time-consuming 
process is to be repeated, and probably. 
the spring may be far advanced, or we 
may have govinto the summer selstice, 
ere legislative adjudication be complete, 
What a prospect in the interim for: the 
trade of the country—for that trade 
which, irrespective of consequences, 
must still go on, however deranged, as 
its stoppage, like that of the functions of 
the animal body, would involve the ve- 
ry extinction ol vitality itself! 

But, as we intimated in our last publi- 
cation, Sir Robert Peel has detertimined 
to proceed with the Corn-law part’ ‘of 
bis scheme first. This scheme, our rea- 
ders koow, proposes the extinction of 
the Corn-laws in three years from the 
present lime ; and the next great battle, 
as well as the next, * solemn, talk,” will 
have reference to the immediate or the 

tponed repeal. Sir Robert, since the 
yon announcement of his plan, has sto- 
len, in this respect, by his tactics, a 
march on the enemy. The three years’ 
ace was debateable ground; a great 
ifference of opinion existed about its 

merits, and many of those who opposed 
the scheme altogether, expressed a pre 
HeRgon for 3 ER Ler a 5 a 

repeal. Feeling, that if he blin 
adhered to his own Ie scheme, a Tone: 
tion might be formed between those fa- 
vourable to the immediate abolition of 
the Corn-laws, and those altogether op- 

10 any change in the present sys- 
tem, which might end in bis defeat, and 
drive him from office, he has wisely and 
cleverly prevented such a result by anti- 
cipating it; and he will now, he says, 
consent to whatever the House sanctions 
—whether it be in favour of his own or 

{| any other plan as respects the time for 
the law ta ing eflect. When this kot- 
ty point is decided, public attention will 
be transferred, us respects the future, to 

the Legislature. 

Until that time comes, it is folly te spe- 
sulate a3 10 whether the * county party,” 

wk never fol- 

195 
in other words, the Jandlosds, will €0a- lesce_ with the League; to ¢ 
tinction of the law, 
Bot the fate of the measure in the 

Lords is pregnant with consequences of 
the highest, the most commanding inter- 
est. The measure is safe in the Com- 
mons—that is undeniable ; is it go in the 
Lords? Will the Peers, with a majori- 
ty in the Commons of 97, and in the 
present state of excited - public feeling, 
throw out the measure, and thus force on’ 
a dissolution of Parliament? Our firm 
belief is that the Peers will pass the bill; 
and in this opinion we are strengther 

ential members of lament, with, 
whase views we have been favoured. A, 
dis®lution. of Parliament at the present 

calamity, - Matters in Ireland look seri~ 
ous and every day is making them worse. 
Disease is already doing the work of 
death ; and if Sir Robert Peels frightful 
anticipations of the future prove corres; 
that unhappy country is destined to be- 
come a huge charnel-house, No seris 

felt in England. The physical condi 
of the sister country is at all (imes a ‘maj- 
ter of the first impotianés: ot the presen{ 
time it is painfully, so. But withoat 
looking at all across the channel, there 
is ‘sufficient anxiety at home to make 
legislative delay a matter of fear and 

the suspension ‘of ‘the great railway 
schemes which are now “before Parlinc 
ment ; it would do more, it would involve 
the derangement'of the ¢n . The 
money which has been paid into the nati- 
onal exchequer on account of the 5 iy 
ments of Partiagge is still fn sale keep- 
ing. Hew could it be disposed of with 
safety 10 the public requirements on the 

ket is at t , 0a 
rably tight,” owing to Se" rb 8 
lions being thus . Is the 
* tightness” to continue during ‘the -tur- 
moil of a general eléction, or can ‘“re- 
laxntion’ be safely indulged without evils 
hardly less gigantic.” But setting aside 
the question of the currency and a ‘defi- 
ciency of food, how is the foreign trade 
of the country to fare during such a tedi- 
ous and ruinous interregnum 7 Are the 
peisions of the people, inflamed 10 the 
ighest point in what is to ther a ques- 
tion of life and death, to be farther shar- 
pened by short employment as well as 
short Shea Will the aristocrac 
go to astings on this question wi 
the certain conviciion that the voice of 
the country is against —that its on- 
pital, its intellect, its nambers rd ‘ene; 
gies ‘are all against them?" Vo. “The 
ords are prudent men ; they own broad 

acres, they possess splendid mansions, 
they run costly carriages they hire pliant 
lacqueys—and they desire to retain thes 
luzuries and their privileges. They wi 
not risk them by running their heads 
against a wall to the imminent ger of 
whalever brains they possess, and the to- 
tal forfeiture of that respect, withowt 
which rank, and station, and lineage, are 
but the cobwebs of a bygone age. 
. In the monster debate to which we 

and a few brilliant speeches. Amongst 
the latter,: and, indeed, at the head of 
them, may be placed Sir Robert Peel's. 
Old and practised an orator as he. is— 
educated amongst a galaxy of great mew 
—ihe- contemporary, youthful though he 
was at the time, of the gifted spirits who 
threw a halo round the close of the last, 
and the first quarter ofthe present, een- 
Aury—he ‘was never known to be so 
sound in argument, so inted in satire, 
so, overwhelmingly crashing by his faets, 
figures, and deductions, ds on this memo- 
rable octasion. Taken in all its bea- 
rings, the speech will stand the test of 
"comparison with the most succes ful el- 
forts « of oratory in ancient or modern 
times, It was the speech of his life; he 
has never excelled,’ and never can sur- 
Er it. "This great effort, which will 
be found at considerable lengeh in onr co- 
lumns, must have bad its effect in swel- 
ling the majority to minety-seven; it 
must surely have proved an exception to 
the remark which was once mude by a 
Scotch member—* I have heard many a 
«speech which changed roy opinion, be: I 
never hieard one which changed my vets |” 
Queen Victoria and Prince Albert will, 

it is said after her accouchemesnt, visit 
France. The Duke and Dutches of Ne- 
mourse are to repair to London 10 accom 
pany them, vabut dg 

Free Trade principles are becoming 
popular in France. 

1 

[For farther exuacis fiom British pas 
pers, see page 198, 

¢ force the spee- 
| dy, instead of the more protracted, er 

by the private feadmeny. a several infla-' 
aril 

time would be an- astounding national, . 

ous evil cai affect Ireland without being 

trembling. Sacha result ‘would involve - 

one band, and to the curtency of the 
ry | country on the other? The money mas- 

have referred, there were many soporifie 


