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THE GLEANER.

the eultivated lands, and greatly increase their
fertility.

The nearer the rivers are approached, the
more valuable are the lands and the more
abundant their produce. Wheat, rice, and
other descriptions of grain, grow in rich luxuri-
ance, and even with the slight skill and labour
bestowed on them, the cotton-tree, sugar cane,
opium, and indigo, flourish here as well as if
any part of the world. The gardens, many on
which are cnreﬁnly tended, yield an ample
supply of the finest fruits; oranges, peaches,

pes, lemons, pomegranates, mangoes, dates,

, apples, and mulberries, -are produced in
perfection. Flowers of all kinds are yielded .
spontaneously by the ground. As the plains
are farther removed from the rivers the soil is
less fertile, large tracts of country being cover-
ed with jungle; but, as the hill d.utncts. are
reached, the country becomes beau_ufully diver-
sified, and yields almost every variety of proe
dn”. o d ?

attle in the Punjaub are aburdant. Large
hd(cds of buffuloes atgz flocks of sheep are bred
though the former are on!,y used for their milk
“and, hides and the latter for their waol. Hor-
ses_are bred extensively in the Punjaub, and
camels are numerous.. Herds of deer, with a
variety of animals of chase, roam in the un-
elaimed districts. The rivers partake of the
eneral fertility of the country, swarming with
2no mallet, carp, and a number of other spe-
dies' unknown 1n  Europe. They contribute
materially to the subsistence of the people, fur-
nishing in addition to the amply ~stocked
yards of poultry, and the pheasants, partridges,
and other descriptions, of: fewl with which the
wild country abounds, all the, flesh the inhabi-
tants desire for their food.

It is known that excellent mines of iron, cop-
per, salt, coal, and other :minerals abound in
the Punjaub, but dislike to calling in European
skill for their working, .has hitherto prevented
the Sikh government from taking advantage of
the immense wealth that lies below the surface
of the soil. 4 ’

Numerous towns and villiges are situated in
the vicinity of the rivers, but, notwithstanding
the power of the kingdom under Runjeet, no
great pains weré tiken to fortify its principal
places; the country therefore can offer no ‘efféc-
tual resistance to an invader. Lahore, the capi-
1al, is surrounded by an imperfect brick wall,
aad the extent of its fortifications, seven miles,
renders it impossible that it can be efficiently
defended, The town is wealthy, though the
narrowness of the streets, common to all Eastern
cities, and the long ranges of blank walls give
it a mean and dingy appearance. ' It bas yet
<ome splendid remains of the Mahometan dy-
masty; and in the time of Runjéet carried on a
considerable traffic, both with British India and
the surrounding states. It has manufactories
of arms, of shawls, &c., and some of the work-
wen are remarkable for their dexterity.  Ur-
mltzur is somewhat larger than Lahore, and,
from having been favoured by Runjeet is of
greater commercial importance. "It has a
strong fortress, which serves as the regal trea-

and argenal. - .
level country of the Punjaub rises toward
the north and becomes extremely intricate, In
s of mountaing, and in their difficnlt
rlnen the hill chiefs haye sometimes been ena-
ted to dely the power of Runjeet himself; and
it is very evident that it would be from this part
of the Punjaub that an invader would have to
encounter the most determined = resistance.
The Indian papers have long called for the
ssizure of this kingdom; but it seems probable,
from the character of the people,—turbulent,
warlike, and numerous,—and from the obsta-
cles opposed by the conutry itself to the work of
sobjugation, that it car: be reduced to British
dominion only by yeurs of severe and almost
tonstant conflict. At the extreme nerth is the
fine provinee. of Cashmere, so famed in the
es of romance, and in the shawl warehouses
of fashion. The whole of the Punjaub is ge-
Berally healthy, but varies materially with the
season and locality. The heat is greatest in
June, and is sometimes excessive, the heat ri-
sing in tents artificially cooled at Lahore to 112
deg.; this degree of heat is, however, rare.
The severity of the winter is little felt in the
Plains of the Pynjaub, the thermometer in Ja-
Daary and February not falllng lower than 70
deg.‘at midday. The health of the ‘people is
#e good that the mortality of the army from
Nataral causes is not found to exceed one per
<ent per annum.  'The northern provinces pre-
sont, perhaps, the finest cl_lmale in the world,
and gsome of the most magnificent scenes of na-
tare, Among the heights and valleys. of this
Rorthern district almost every variety of climate
and of yegetation can be found within the com-
Pass of 3 limited tract. ‘T'he summer in Cagh-
Mors is extremely beautiful. The population

1878 rises into a more stalwart race than in the |
Plains, resembling in vigour and disposition the |

habitants of Afighanistan. - By possessing him-
if of Peshawar, Runjeet secured himself from
Wnvagion from that quarter, and greatly strength-
€ued his position.

THE INHABITANTS,

The Sikh population of the Punjaub is geoe- |
Tally ostimated at abouts four rmillions. ~ They'
Are.a fine race, more moscular in person than '
the Hindooy, aud endowed correspnnding(liy
With more animal spirit and firmness of mind. |
Their diat, though sinple, “is of a higher kind; |

eef is forbidden, and mutton but little ueed; |
bug they eat plentifully of fish, fowls, condi- |
Ments, vegetables, and fraits. ‘

The Sikhs owe their name to their religion, !
Of‘iunlly Hindoos or Mahommedans, Nanac !
Shah, the son of a salt merchant, appeared, to- !
Wards the close of the fifteenth century, to_an-
"ounce a new faith. 'This man had been n
Plous Hindoo, but, conceiving that many of his

tenets must be superstitious inventions and of-
fensive to God, he began to preach a new reli-
ion, founded on pure Deism. He declared

e one God to be the only being worthy of
worship,and that thousands of Mahomnieds and
Vishnus stand before the gate of his everlasting
dwelling. He denounced idol worship as con-
trary to the homage due to the Supreme Bemg,
but he encouraged all sects to join him, by an
assurance that all good men, whatever their
faith, were acceptable to the Most High. By
his labours, his preaching, his contempt of
worldly goods, and his asserted: miracles,:Na-
nac Shah collected numerous . followers, who
called themselves Sikhs, a Sanscrit term, a
plicable to the disciples of any religious tencK:
er.  This term spread with the spread of  the
new faith, until it became applied to all the in-
habitants of the Punjaub. “As the religion of
Nanac Shah was rather remarkable for what it
denied and rejected than for what it taught, the
disciples of other creeds have engrafted their
ceremonies and tenets on it, so that the
Sikhs may still be regarded as Hindoos and
Mahommedans, united together by the spirit of
tolerance which. Nanac Shah insisted. on as a
fundamental part of his teaching. As the Sikhs
extended their conquests in the Punjaub, the
leading chiefs took the title of Singh, or Lion,
by which all the leading Punjaubees are now
distinguished.

The Punjaub first rose mto political’ impor-
tance under the rule of RunjeetSingh.  Hisan-
cestors played a conspicuous part in the wars
that desolated this splendid country in the mid-
dle/of the last century.  Under their guidance
the Sikh chiefs finally became masters of the
country; but, acknowiedging no, leader, war
only gave place to a still worse evil—anarchy.
By a series of successes and prudent measures,
the father of Runjeet became of
wide extent of territory and of considerable au-
thority. * At his death, in 1792, Runjeet suc-
ceeded bim, and soon becime the acknow-
Ied'fed ruler of the whole country.

Runjeet arose out of our war with some Sikh

alliance of Runjeet was courted by either par-
ty, but he wisely preferred an arrangement
which allowed him to remain neuter. At last
the Sikh states concluded a peace with the
British government, and Runjeet was, one of
the subscribing pirties. The treaty was signed
in 1806. Two years later flattering overtures
were made by Bonaparte to Runjeet; and Mr
Metcalfe, now Lord Metcalfe, was deputed hy
the British government to negociate with the
eat Sikh ruler. Runjeet, however, who had
is eye on the countries east of'the Satlej de—
termined on a rapid movement, and, hefore
giving an answer to Mr Metcalfe, advanced
with his troops across that'river, entered the
country which the Sikh chiefs have so recently
invaded, and marched to Umballa. He seized
the whole country and made it over to his de-
pendents. The British ' government promptly
interfered: it declared that. the whole coun-
try invaded was under its protection, and
called on Rupjeet to withdraw his forces. As
he refused, a British army was assembled, and
he was decisively informed that he must consi-
der the Sutlej to be the boundary of his king-
dom.
- On_ this occasion Runjeet gave proof of the
sagacity whioh eminently distingnished . him.
He perceived the inability of his troops, though'
much superior to those of his Indian opponents,
to cope with the organised skill of a British ar-
my. He expressed a wish to negotiate, and
the terms were soon agreed on, the Sutlej be-
ing fixed as the boundary of his empire. "The
muin stipulations of the treaty are-worth giving
here in consequence of the daring violation of
them by the late invasion:— :
¢ Article the 1st.—Perpetual friendship shall
subsist between the British government, and
the State of Lahore: the latter shall be consi-
dered, with respect to the former, to be on the
footing of the most favoured powers, and the
Briti-g goverment will have no coneern with
the territories nnd subjects of the Rajah to the
northward of the river Sutlej.

““ Article 2d.—The Rajah will never main-
tain-in the territory which he occupies on the
left bank of the Sutlej more troops than are
necessary for the internal duties of the terri-
tory, nor permit or suffer any encroachment
on the possessions or rights of the chiefs in its
picinity.

“¢ Article 3d.—TIn the event of a violation of
any of the preceding articles, or of a departure
from the rules of friendship on the part of either
state, this treaty shall be considered to be null
and void.”” . (The fourth and last article pro-
vides for the exchangs of ratifications.)

At the same time the Sikh states south and

west of the Sutlej were formz.llly received un-
der British protection. To his treaty Runjoet
Singh steadily adhered with inviolable faith.
His constant ‘answer to all persuasions urging
him to break it was, that the British govern-
ment had been faithful to him, and he would
prove himself worthy their confidence.

In 1831 Lieut. Burnes visited Runjeet at La-

. hore, and from that date our ‘communications

with him became more frequent, in conse-
quence of the preparations made for the inva-
sion of Afighanistan. .New treaties were made
on the basis of former ones, Runjeet throughout
remaining. steadfast to the alliance he had
formed, and Jeaving at his death, in 1839, his
kingdom ' on termsof perfect frisndship with the
British governinent. . Lesa than six years have
sufficed to destrey the prudent labours of his
life, tothrow his kingdom back into the anarchy
from which ho reclaimed it, und ‘1o wantonly

_hreak, by a,most wicked and unjustifiable inva-

sion, anallinuce of forty years’ standing with
“the ralers of British India.

he first connection of our government with

states beyond the limits of the Punjaub. ' The

THE ‘CORAL.

.. We know not a millionth part of this beao-
tiful world.’—Lrron Huwnr, b iteay,
There’s a living atom in the sea,

That weaves a flinty, shell,
For itself a lasting shroud to be, -
And a home in which to dwell,
In the briny wastes of the ocean waves
1t builds its coral B =" e
And mocks at the beating surge that Javes,
Its dreary ahode with foam,

There——tlherg,, is the d‘ei;p"’gé‘mleah gloom,
Unnumbered myriad swarms
Are forming a coral home and tomb—
A shicld to their insect forms.
And the rocky sepulchres made fast,
The league thus covered o'er =
{ They uprear a mapsoleum vast,
On the ocean’s sandy floor.
"Neath the shallow waves of an mla,qd soa,
Where gentle waters flow—
Aa Lright flowers on the upland Jea,
The branches 'of coral grow; -
And dredged from their watery element,
~ And wrought with skilfal ;!950, Winy
To beauty’s bewer their hoes are sent,
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tions. . Aftér being selectad for. this ‘varbé :
they are often k:ﬁ for hg time to ba g:tglﬂ:;

led to sit 'on the ground, with their ‘feet drawn
under their thighs, and their armsg placed hefore
them. Tnthis posture they are bound & ‘g“wy
that they cannot stir or move a joint, ’Fhe are
then placed in the usual oven, upon hot ¢ nes,
and * covered, with leaves ‘and- earth, ' wheze
they are' roasted *‘alive, ' ©'7 o7 21t (i
~“When the body is cooked, it is 'taken from
the oven, and the face puinted black, vd is‘'done
by the natives on festal occasions. It i’ then
carried to the umbure, where'it is offered 10 the
gods, and is afterwards removed to. be:cay, mp
and distribvted,, 10 be eaten by the i peeple.

‘omen are not allawed to enter the nmbure,
9r to eat human flesh. . Human sacrific are a

'hen a new ymbure is built a part ' £0, 00t
enid ez (e fret porson they méct. who, ey

5 W}!‘ll{)}nn:,y to almost all their undertakings.

| sactifice to the gods  when a lurgs caiyoe i Jat-

ched, the firat person, wan or wom n, whom
they encounter, ialaid Hold ‘of aiid cafried béine
for'a feﬁﬂ. " When "Pinon Taunches ‘4 ' cande),
10 ormore nien are slitghtered on the ‘deck,
inorder that'iv might be wished. with ‘humaa
b ‘Human gacrifices are algo! among the

" | rités performed at the, finerald of chiefs, whéz
"1 | slaves are, . in some iystances, 1 Moath.
- | Their bodien are. st placedin sho gy

von, s

npon, them those of the chief and.
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To deck the forms of the fair.

But coral rocks of the tropic clime,

. Built wp mid the ocean wave,

And formed of the ocean’s briny. slime,
For the coral’s home and grave; } !

How mean, would the gra dest works cowplri

- That pride of man vé_n“lll'fo;gin‘, ‘ " sefll

With the mighty power in progress there,

The skill of the insect worm*

2

)

*Tis a wond’rous work to mortal eyes,
And ocean’s waves can tell
Of spreading climes that yet will rise
~ Fromthe coral’s rocky shell; j
On the shores the winds and waves will fling
The wealth of other lands. - CATHIW
And in time to come, then harvesting
Will be reaped by mertal hands.
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A GERMAN'S IDEA OF LONDON.
You have heard that I made a  flight .of four |
days from Boulogne to London. "1 ‘was abso-
lutely ineapuble of finding myself so near Lon-
don ‘without throwing myself into the arms of
the monster. 1 expected ‘it would produce a
feebler effect on me than it did the first time.
—eleven years ago. Net at all; I wag as
much astonished a3 before. A foreigner who
remains indifferent’a: the sight of London is a

| mere animal; there is in'that enormity, that |’

wealth, that power, something which almost
converts the vulgar sentiment of admiration into

a duty. Ipassed my time in running about the

town, looking at the shops, now I went into a

brewery, into ane of the docks, then the houses
of Parliament, Westminister Abbey; I even'
went to see Windsor, ard the cartoons at Ham i
ton court. T cut mysell out work enough for:
four days. My curiosity even led me to mount |
one of the columns, in order to have a general.
coup d’@il. There I acquired a conviction |
very consolatory to my reasen. I persuaded’
myself by evidence, that London ends some-
where on one side at least for only oneside was
clear, and the others were enveloped in fogand

smoke, 8o that the question is still, as far as 1.
am concerned, undecided as to the other sides,

I said to myself, London has a beginning—that

you saw on enteriig; ergo, it must have an

end. But London is above the reach of meta-

ph{slcl. Is it possible to grow used to London ?

—=Perhaps so—but I affirm that n man to whom
London is become habitnal, such a man is, by

that very habit, rendered capable of anything.

I was so fortunate as to have fine weather; ne-

v_ertheleu, when [ looked 2t the sun, its phy-

siognomy appeared to me so strange, that I

was tempted to doubt of its identity with ouar

own.  As to the moon, it is impossible to deny

that itis absolutely the same moon as that which

enlightens the Continent,—Athenem.

REVOLTING CUSTOMS

OF THE FEEJEE ISLANDERE.

Not only do the natives desire their ' friends
to put them to death to escape decrepitude, or
immolate themselves with a similar view, but
families have such a repugnance to baving de-
formed or maimed persons among them, that
those who have met with such misfortunes are
-almost always destroyed.. An instance was rela-
ted to me, when a boy, whose leg was bitten
off by a shark, was strangled, although he had
been taken care of by one of the white residents,
-and there was every prospect of his recovery.
No other reason was assigned by the perpetra-
tors of the deed, than that, if he had lived he
he would have been a disgrace to his family in
consequence of hia ‘haying only onc leg.
When o native—whether man, woman, or
child—is sick of a lingering diseage their rela-
tives will either wring their heads off, or stran-
igie them.  Mr Hnnt stated that this was a fre-
_quent custom, and cited a case where he had
with difficulty saved a servant of his own from
‘such a fate, who afterwards recovered lis
-health.  Formal human sacrificen are frequent.
The, victims are usnally taken . from a distant
tribe, and when not supplied by war or_vio-
“lence, thiey areat ‘times obtained by’ negotia-

| FISHING .. VILLAGES IN NEW:

‘ "»© FOUNDLAND. "
" I would niot, be easy to give o correet i
of 'a "Nowlbandlard fulity Villgs, . ‘vm:?.‘s
tha &ord, ealls up visions of qb'lé@mﬂlﬂﬁib-
bosomed in' trecs. ' We sea cottages, ' esch
with ite listle! garden, from ‘which é%os %
wards 8 'scent.ofi wall flowers and stocks, | 7R
women are working at their open: doors: she
children; ure, rolling on:the grevn, or. sailing
their, boats .in the, willow, shaded pond, o«
wging, in. the old elm near the church
5?7;;; church itself is balf hidden, b({,e-. W, Chensn.

ep sha-

:}' 0 ,défkl,' o~ 'x".'n.:;"\um i1heew

dows over the duisied graves about them;'

there is a '.vf'}qm, w.,tﬁ t’l}a: gei’z’i‘ ’w%? %
fo dhe, ver

gata’ of the ‘pretty parsonage. ' T or
oue is near, With its nésy ‘véokety kb sia
rich woods, from' whose ‘shidows flows forth
all diy’ 4 stream of riierry sotig, and fir &4

| are yerstatelier mansions and broader - parke.

Far other is/the scene presentéd by d so.galled
village: on the cogst of Newfoundlind, A fdw.
low, wpoden| buts; perched here | and, there
among the rock, with a rude path of communi-
cation between them; a small, plainchurch, aleo
ofwoad, and a building, generally of more pre-
tension, sirmounted by a small Cross,, lbpio—
man Catholic chapel,—such are 8 component
parts. No flowers, nio gardens, szve hierg and
there a patch of potatoes; n6 parsonage, for a
clergyman comes froni a_ distance to” perforta
divine service on a #unday. :

" Tier ablove tier ‘along the cofist, ‘sipparted by
fir poles fixed in the rock, 'ere the stuges  on
which ‘the saltéd fish 8 gpread | tor drys " Mhe

scent rising:from these ds:an antidotd'1a all: ro-
-mance. : 'T'hie “bregthof the sweet south? blosy-
ing fresh from the waters, pagses over the *eod
flakes,’ and becomes tainted with the sickening
odour,, Even at a_considerable distance from
the shore the same annoyance is felty poisoning
the pure air of heayen.  There sre other, 'E'oy-
rors of a gimilar description, Lut Lipa ‘
by with a shudder, ' T eﬂb':grq footed S}idrén‘,»
laying nmong stones rise their unwashed faees
to watch the stranger with loolss of stapid won-
der.. 'The women, ifit be summeér, it busking
in the sun; few, alas! great as the!néed mpy
be, with needle in'hand.: ' Theirtallc is of seals
and codfish, of hauling and Jigging, ' o
Allthis s little cheerful, but thero is a gnd

ness induced by the silence of nature in the
scenery of Newfoundland, that neme, that have
not.fely it, can understand, . ¥ou tuay . pavse
again and again as you wander aimopg the stun-
ted woods, and strain your car .to hear the
voice of a bird, the hum of an ingect, i0-vain.
"The continuous murmur of 1ife :nd joy that fifle
the summer air of our own country is unknown
there. | The wind ‘cannos * shake mwueic from
the boughs® of the stunted fir trees. * Heére and
there a stream bounding along its roeky bed, or
a stray ouzel, wrth its poor chirping, may
strive to break the melaricholy ‘spell; but the
gencralagpect of nature is mournful, and where
beauty exists it is asthe beauty. of .a statae,

-eold and. voiceless, and dead.— Fraser’s Mo
| gazine, 61 Ny

INFLURNCE OF AN ECLIPSE ON INSECTS.

Signor Villa of Milan,thus déscribes the in-
fluence of the solar eelipse of Jalyy 1842, mpon
the manners of different insects,!ywhich - he oh-
served during its continuanee:~-'Lka insects in
general were very restless, moved their feelers
strongly here and there, and hid themselves.
Hamie genera disappeared bifore the' darkness

“came ‘on; ‘others flew dbout 6l ita cotrurence-
“ment.  Most o them “again appeared” dbout
“balf anKowr after’ the obscurition had ' passed

away. © Itia coviouaithit though' the day:in-
sects thus sought to conceal themselves. an they

tdo ontho appreach of might, yet mone: of the
- noeturnsl speeies mado their appearance.

REASON;
Withont reason, as op a tempestuone sen,
we are the sport of every ®Wind and ‘wave,

and know not, till the event hath detecmined
ity how  the next billow. will dispose, of us;

whether jtawill dash us against a reck, or drive

b 18t0” atjion Naybotrs Lucas. "o 20 4 =




