“fective. Mix some unslacked lime with

.

“two parts, well mixed together.”

© -7 esived by the steamer Caledonia.

~ “the " greal and comprehensive measure’

c&lothas of Protection, under which it has

_ losses which entail on them by the de-
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corn-meal, and place where the rats may
accidentally find it. They will soon be-
“come very thirsty, and upon drinking
'water the - lime slacks and swelis the
faL like *“all natur.” In the Bahama
Isles sponge is fried and $laced in their
“way ; they eat, drink, swell, burst and
die. If they die in their nests or any
concealed place vast quantities of Colog-
ve will be required.. Lime and meal
should be, of the first, one part, and meal
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- “PHE BRITISH TARIFF.
“Since we last addressed our readers,

of Sir Robert Peel has passed through
another stage in its progress towards iis
_tegislaiive finale. The second reading,
.sfter a_week’s debate, was carried by a
jority of 88, which is a diminution of
9, as compared with the first great parli-
amentary division that followed is in-
troduction . into  the House of Commons.
‘Coosidering . the lock-jaw uader which
gsommerce of every description is now
suffering, the progress of the measure by
mo means keeps pace with the impatience
of the peaple. Pacliament met on. the
28nd of January,' and the beginning of
April fiads that the tariff has only advan-
ced to the'second reading. It is now un-
certain wheiher the' subsequent stages
<an be so accelerated as” to launch the
il into the. House of Lords before Par-
Hament adjourns for the Easter holidays.
Pelays are proyerbizlly dangerous, -and
every day renders the sitvaiion of the
government more embarrassed and eriti-
cal. It hangs together by the forbear-
ance of  its opponants. Al party ties
-are uprooted and cast o the winds;-and
no foresigat on the part of the minister
<€an gaard against a coniretemps which
may bring bis career o a prematore end.
The spite of the Protectionists is hardly
mitigated ; and, as the course of politics
somelimes ruus smooth, an amalgama-
don'ean he readity brought about, where
the object is'to break up the government,
between parties who possess not a prin-
" ciple nor a seatiment in common. The
quondam friends of Sir Bobert Peel tell
him candidly, vis-a-vis, that he is falling
—that his days are numbered , but he
_blunts the sneer by referring to. the no~
bie  cause in which he will fali—-the
“eause of liberating the wdustry and com-
anesce of the country from the swaddling

been’well nigh smothered,
“The object of the obsiructives appears
- to he o gain time, but how they can prefit
thereby it “wauld puzzle a conjurer to
tell. In the meantime.some of the great
trading emporiums, writhing under the

fay .and unycertainty of the- interregnum,
have petitioned Parliament to pass the
bill. Al the . greal manufacturers in
Manchester, all the principal merchants
in Liverpool, have forwarded, irrespec-
tive of party, the expresson of their
views to the Premier in. favour of his
weasure; which-he duly- Jaid before the
House, It is paiofal 1o witness the ef-
fects of the present.stagnation ; and pain-
ful as- they are, -the aggregate misery
would be’ less if the vista which over-
shadows the future could be penetrated.

"What the Dords will do is still a pnz-
zle to many, aad a fruitful topic ¢ specu~
lation with all. The peers have Jately
had a meeting to consider their posiiion
and to chalk out their plan of operatious
when the new commercial scheme reach-
es their hereditary house. -This meeting
_was oumerously atiended, and a strong

_opposition to-'the’ governmen! measure
wa3 organizéd. But nothing has- occur-
red io alter the opinion we hLave more
than once expressed, that the Peers will
pass the bill—uf it reach them! Tt has
‘not yet goae through the lower house,
where at present it is really in great jeo-
pardy, not arising {rom ji1s own abstract
merits. gr otherwise, so much as.fqum
the critical position of the migistry in ;
reference to'athes measures, and 1o their
old sapporters.

Lord Stanley in preseptiog a petition”
the other night in !avour of proiection,
expressed a wish that the wministerial’
scheme might be rejected ; but as a sei-
off azainst his spleen, his father, the |
Earl of Derby, although stricken in years
and labeuriny under disease, has deter-

e

our readers are probabiy aware, avail not
in commitiee ; and the head of the house
of Derby braves disquietude and the sa-
crifice. of many personal conveaievees,
in the evening of life, to support a mea-
sure which his heir repudiates, and in
disgust with whieh he-lett the ministry.

The truth is, that the old and wealthy
and upencumbered portion of the aristo-
eracy are the decided friends of- Free-
trade and increased' commerce. ' But the
needy and. inzolvent portion,—the young
sprigs whose mansions are mortgaged to
the tiles, who cannot ride over the trans
sition state,—these are the noisy and not
very discreet opponents of ‘Sir Robert
Peel. The remark is not persppally ap-
phicable to Tiord Sianley, butis to many
of his aristoeratic contemporaries, whose
spirit he has imbibed, and whose prejudi-
ces he defends. - .

The speech of Sir Robert Peel, in clo-
sing the debate on the second reading,was
another of those: elaborate, well-reasoned
arguments, pregnant with mind fnd mat-
‘ter, which -the Premier, on great ocea-
sions, is in.the habit of giving to the
world. The liberality of its tone and the
large political and economie truths. which
it evolved, have increased the chasm be-
.tween him and the Tory pariy. But some
doubt had been thrown on his sincerity
‘by his consenting to the delay which the
introduction of the Irish Coercion Bijll
f will - necessarily occasion. _Sir Robert
. denies the imputation, and avers that his
opiuions have undergone ng change; that
he is sincerely anxious to push his tariff,
and more particularly the Corn-law por-
-tion of .it, forward wilhout- delay ;- but
that couriesy 1o the declared voice of the
House of Lords, wlere the Coercion Bill
originated, demands that fliat measure
should be considered ; above gll, thar the
insecority for life and property in:Ireland
imperatively calls for the intervention of
Parliament. - A spirited debate, followed
by a division, took place as-to whether
the Coercion Bill should precede the Corn
Bill, and a majority of 33 uffirmed that iz
should. The tactics of the: Government
on this point, and the delay to'which rhe
tariff is now exposed; have given much
uneasiness to the more earnest Free-tra~
ders. [t is observed; too, that although

is as fieree as ever, yet that a marked
change has come over the =spiritof their
dreams towards the personnel 0fthe Go-
vernment ; and it has beén‘hinted that a
compromise has been thve result,unfavour-
able to the people, and injurious to the
efficacy of theariff.’ V"~ ‘ 4

Now, it isdifficoltto conceive what-the
Government has 1o gaia by sueh subser-
viency. Peelis pledged to stand or fall
by his fiscal scheme.  Unlessthe primary
features of the bantling are so mangled
that i1s parent would scarcely be able 10
recognise his own offspring;‘the wishes
of the Protectionists will not he satisfied,
nor their hostifity niitigated:’ 'To- aban-
doa oneparty and betray another—char.
ges to whieh these insiguativns unmis-
takably point—involves a waat of prins
ciple, a love of misehiel, on the part of
Sir. Robert Peel, which we are unwilling
in the absence of all evidence, 1o attribute
o him.

Undeviably, great uneasiness, and
whitt is worse, great misery, accompany
the - present 1ansition’ state. Trade,
through all its branches and- ramifica-
tions, is keenly susceptible of the present
prostration.  Fhe ' Premier’ apnears. fo
have his heart in his work ; and we con-
fess we see no-reason to ‘question his
sincerity. All great changes, all> vast
ameliorations, must Fe purchased by
some individual suffering; but Sir Robert
Peei cannot fairly be held answerable
for evils which bie has been doing his best
not only to-mitigate but entirely to extin-
guish. B

. PARLIAMENTARY.

Eaglish politics centre, at the present
moment, in iwo measures--tke English
Tariff and the Irish: Coercion Bill ; the.
bane.ana antidote of the Government.
The latter. measure is being fiercely as-
sailed, and, in trith, with much force, by
the opposition ; for it progeeds upon a
principle repugnant ro every principle of
civil li.erty—thar of punishing the inno-
ceat with the guilty. Tlere are, accor-
ding to Sir James Graiam} [ive counties

tin Treland where murdets #nd assassina-

tion's are rife—where life, gither at night
or at wid-dav, seems to be estimated at
a pin’s fee: These five counties are cither
patalel-with, of centiguous to, the great
[rish stream, the Shannen; and are ex-
clusively agriculiural. It makes ones
bluod run cold 1o read, in the Irish pa-
pers, the deliberate system of shooting

mined, i1 ig said, to leave his quiet quar-
ters at Knowsley, in order to be present !
in the House of Liords when the bill goes
into committee. The prozies of peers,

and assassination of whieh these distar-
ved districts are the scenps ; and if the
Coercion Bill would put ap end to a sys-
tem which wars with every feeling of

the hostility of the Protectionists (owards. |
the free-trade poliey of the Government

; nishing. consumption ; and, in ‘shert, a

bumanity, ihie evil would be submitted to-]
for the good it would produce. Bat the
cause of these outrages.lies too deep for
an act of Parliament to reach. Assas-
sins who brave 1he: gallows pay no at-
tention to the:contents of a piece of parch-
ment ; it will not arrest the wurderer’s
“akm 3it will not infuse thie milk of human-
kindness into. the bosom of-a famishing
wretch, |

To reach the evil; to arrest the-cause,
the peasant’s pot ought 10 be made to boil
with a subsiantial meal ; his condition
in the scale of animal nature ought 1o be
raised by a parental goverament. B
tenants-at-will are treated by. 100 man
of their landlords. in- the sister kingdom
as " tliough they were mere beasts of
prey, to be hunted 10 death at the caprice
of the owners of 1he soil. The same
post which brings us the details of'a bru-
tal assassination, is accompanied by an
2ccount of the wholesale eviction of te-
pantry from an estaie on which they have
existed since they saw the light, andl to
which they cling with all the fondness of
-early hopes and %eelings.. They areturn-
ed loose upon ‘the world, friendless, pen—
‘niless, with starvation staring them in
the face, without a housedo receive or a
‘roof to cover them. We abhor the assas-
sin, we execrate his crimes; but sure-
ly not less deserving of execration is the
“conduct of his superior in rank and sta-
tion, whose narrow-souled- cupidity en-
courages, nay-gzenerates the moral cancer
at which we lift upour hands in pious
horror. ’ '
: . The Trish Coercion Bill will be stoutiy
“opposed by the bulk of the TIrish and a
large portion of the English Liberals in
Parliament. An apgry debate took place
on (he evening of Tuesday, when this
measure came before the House, and a
_narrow: majority of 35:in a tolerably full
house, affirmed that .it should rake pre-
.cedence of the tariff, Qur colomns are
g0 full of other o atter, that we bave
space 1o pursue the subject {urther ; but,
as we before said, the interest of the par-
liamentary debates since our last is divi-
ded beiween the measure for feeding
‘and that for drageoning the Irish. peo-
ple.

COMMERCIAL.

The commercial accourts from all parts
of the country are desponding and gloomy.
With the solitary exception of Iron trade,
in which great activity prevails, owing
to temporary causes, there isnot a branch
of manufacturing indusiry which. is not
suffering more or less under paralysis..
. Jn many of the manulaciuring towns
-there aye thot:sands of workmen out of-
employment ; the markets for all des-
eriptions, of Produce are in a. siate of
stagnation ; stocks are daily on . the‘in-
crease, with sinking prices and a dimi-

condition of things exist which threa-
tens to suspend ‘all the ordinary func-
4ions of commercial and manufacturing
industry.

It is hardly necessary to state that this
depression, which every week renders
more galling and ruinous, has its primary
origin in the uncertainty which still bangs
about the fate'of the \ariff, Other cau-
ses, undoubtedly, contribure 10 fetter the
wheels of trade, hut the great impediment
is-the one at.which we have glanced: A
panic appears-to be imipending: The des-
pondency is daily on the increase ; and
many persons in° business, influenced
probably by their fears, labour under the
impressien that the measure will yet he
strangled in one or the other House of
Parliament. So potent is this prestige
of evil, that Sir Robert Peel, on the eve-
ning of. Wednesday last. felt bound to
rénew the assurance. ot his desire 1o carry
out his commercial policy with' the least
possible delay.. W have alluded more
in detail 10 the subject in another eo--
lomn, and we notice: it here for the pur~
pose of indicating what we sincerely be-
lieve 10 be a groundless apprehension,
and’ to point out, at the same time, its
blighting-effect- on every deseription of.
business.

In order to give as. much ireedom- as
possible-to the operations of the commer-
cial world, under existing circumstances,
Ministers, as mostof our readers know,
issued recently a T'reasury. order for. the
payment of the reduced duties, the par--
ties giving a bond that if the Pgers threw
out the bill the old scale of duties would
be paid. This was a wise and a- liberal

—specolation it, perhaps, a more legiti-
mate phrase. For the risk encountered
the profits must be correspondingly hea-
vy. : :
The gloom which-hangs: over business-
has been - gradually deepening during
the last six weeks—the last fortnight be-
ing the darkest of all. Under the most
favourable circumstance there seerus lit-
tle chance of seeing the new tariff on the~
statute book telore ‘the end of May:; ands
it. will be at least ihe riddle of that
month before the critical stage-—the se--
cond reading—can have passed the up-
per branch ef the Legislature. If, un~
happily, should the measure be throwe:
out, the summer will be consumed in the
turmoil of a generalelection; and autumn
will hardly see the new Parliament as--
sembled.. Then the war of words will
'recommence, embittered by disappointed
hopes and individual suffering ; and even
supposing the Free traders to have a ma--
jor.ty, their policy cannot come into play
befvre the end of the present or the com-
mencement of the following year. But
if, on 1he_contrary, a Protectionist min-
isiry 1s formed, and atiempts to govern
the country, the battle will be still furth-
erprolonged, and the intensity of com--
mercial and national sufféring fearfully
increased.  While we hope for the best,
it is just-as well 10 glance atthe dark—
at the worst side of the picture ; and his-
must indeed be a bold heari that can,
without shuddering at the temerity, bea
party to convulsing this greai comisercia
nution.by & struggle so intense, ‘that all
the elements of society would stand 2
chance of being reduced 1o their chaotic
conditon. The stoutest heart may stand®
appalied, when it contemnplates the con-
scquences: which must inevitably result:
from the rejection of a policy, 1o which
every man in the kingdom who has the
least pretentions 1o the character of 2
practical statesman, is irrevocably wed="
ded ; a policy which is opposed su?;ly by
the heavy ccuntry squires; by a sporting
lord or two, whose knowledge of arith-
 metic is confined to ** making a boek” at
Newmarket and Epsom ; and by a flashy
_orator, clever at rounding a period, an
‘mapufacturing excitable warks of fiction,
whose dreamy enthusiasm scorns all ap--
Lapproach to the practical. i
. At Leeds, on Tuesday, the protracted
stagnation caused prices to give way ; but
in that town, as well as in Huddersfield, -
the trade, at present, is principally sup-
purted by orders from America, At the-
last Manchester market there was liule
‘doing, and a feeling of gloom prevailed’
“during the day, influenced by the hostile
movements of the minority in the House
of Commons-tothe Free-trade measures*
of the Government. :
. The Cotton market, more especially, -
“is labouriiig under the effects of the ge-
neral depression, ~ The estimates of the
new crop are. now reduced 1o two milli--
_ons of.bales ; and yet, in the face of this
falling off in the stable, the price conti-
nues so low, that the rates, which rule
‘in this market involve aloss of not less
than (wenty shillings per bale, on a com-
parizou with the prices which’ prevail 18
America! The- statistics of the trade
show a gradual decline on the sales since
the measures- of the Government weré
announced, and trade will certainly not
recover its tone until all doubt has dis-
appeared:. Capiial, Jike the  sensinve
plant, shrinks from contact while uncer:
tainty is‘abroad ; and the holders, as we
as the importers,-of Cotion, are destined,
like other branches of the commer-
cial world, 10 feel and to deplore the curse
of selfish obstruction. The sales yester-
day were upwards of 5000 bags ‘1o the
tradé. There has been some export ip*
quiry bat the market closed tamely:
The sales of the week- amount to 37,000
bags..

The Money market is in a very ““'j'
satisfagtory state. Cash is scarce and
dear, and nothing but firstrate paper, an%
that at short dates, stands the Jeast
chance of discount in the London mai
ket. The railway projectors get thelf
acts slowly and unsatisfactorily, ard i
is clear that' a.large number. of 1he
schemes belore Pasliament. must be r¢”
jecteds  Months will elapse before “e_‘
money which the-Government has loct”
.ed up—the ten per cent. on the amovnt
of the capital—can find its way into 8¢
neral circalation, and thereby relieve the
“ tightness” which prevails. The effects

of improvident speculation- continué ";’

move in the right direetion, and advan-
tage e some exient has been taken of 1.
But the risk involved has been 100 great

to allow its general adoption.  The pub-
lic have derived Jitile or no benefit from-
the arrangement ;\or the inducement 1o
increased consumption has been neutra-
lized by the retail price of the various ar-
ticles being little below their former le-
vel. Tudeed, all such temporary expedi- |

enis partake of the charagter of gambling

manifest- themselves in the ptethora
the: Gazette; where the broken-dowd €€~
kers- of fortune findi a- ready 8’?,;
lum. T timef ilie paying schemes W!

find their way: into- better hands, f‘"

while the -‘weak holdéers go to- the v\ﬂd:'
the strong ones will rise to- wealth ~‘“"
greatness on the wreck of ruined hOP:r,
and blighted hearts. Thus it has ever’
been—thus it will ever be. Bat the 18-
terval, which is bringing matters 0




