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A LETTER. 

The following is a Copy of the most curious, 
singular, and interesting Letter, that ever 
appeared in print, from an Aberdenian to 
his sulky wife in Edinburgh, who left him 
and her family in one of her stubborn fits, a 
few weeks ago, without giving due notice 
that she was going to leave his bed and 
board. ~ This Letter should be in the posses- 
sion of every male and every female in the 
three kingdoms, and ow to serve as a 

warning to all who are living in the marri- 
age state, as well as to all those who have 

any intention of entering into. the bonds of 

* matrimony. To which is added a descrip- 
tion of a good wife, and what every wife 

‘ought and ought not to be; and also the 

* ‘rninister’s advice to the Aberdonian what 

wteps he was to take in order to convince 
his wife of the error of her ways, so as to 

convert her, and bring her back to her 
‘bairns :— 
Mary,—I am happy to hear that you are 

¢oming so well on in your millinery business ; 
your sister Nell told Davie that you had pleaty 
of work, and that you was well paid. We 
are all well here and happy; business is al- 
ways going on the same 1u your absence as 
when present. None of the children ever 
mentioned your name in my hearing since 
you went away, except Jean, who somelimes 

says, *I would like to see my mither” Iam 
o master of the house at present; every 

is done according to my order. We 

bave no time for fine living—porriage Ia 

‘the morning; and for dinner potatoes 

‘and herrings, potatoes and butter, time 

about, and kal and beef on Sundays. 

Sometimes the children go to bed with their 

- ¢fothes on, and sometimes off, just as we have 
;stime; and yom know whether I have 

- time to take off mine or mot, is a matter of 
ao consequence ; 0, thank Ged, there is no 
umbling here since you lef: us; if you be 

appy 80 are we. Do not think, Mary, that I 

am angry at your going to Edinburgh—a wo- 

man, with such a proud spirit as you have, 

should seldom be at home. This is the fifth 

time you have run away in seventeen years, 

and the tenth or twellth time you have taken 
your dure, speechless, sulky turns—sometimes 

three weeks, sometimes a month, but I never 

shall forget that time when you was posses- 
sed of that stubborn sulky devil for nine 
months without interruption. Like good Se- 
crates of old, I waited patiently until the storm 
was over, and you had not mentioned your 
desire for peace two minutes until all was set- 

. tled. never retorted, I never retailed, I al- 
_. ways considered you the weaker vessel, and 

acted accordingly. Be very thankful that ever 
- you got me for a husband: for, if you had 
been married to aay other man in Aberdeen, 
you would have been murdered by this time, 
and he would have been hanged, and his body 
given for dissection, By advice of a friend I 
Kure closed a one pound note for he told me 
“fe would give his wife 5s. every week, rather 
than be tormented the way he was; for when 

. «drunk she vexed him, and when sober, she 

was eternally reading her Bible, and torment- 
ing him about his ill principles. I have no 
fault: with you with regard to drinking, nor 
on the score of religion ; these faults you 

. gever laid te my. charge, and I never had oc- 

«casion to lay them to yours. The only fault 
I ever had to you in my life, was your dure, 
sulky, speechless turns, and your wishing al- 
ways by these means io gain the nfhstery and 
the casting vote in all family transactions; but 
I have told you often, and now I tell you 
once for all, that I shall keep the mastery of 
my own house to myself, ia spite of the devil, 
the world, and the flesh. Ihave no objection 
that you wear a pair of drawers under your 
petticoats, but, remember 1 wore the breech- 
«8 whea I got you, and heng me if I don’t do 
80 as long as [ am able te crawl. However, 
thou shalt be next in command, and, as Pha- 
vaoh said to Joseph, ‘only I myself on the 
throne shall be greater than thou." - 

Qld Aunty, I understand, is going about 
saying all the ill of me she possibly can in Edin- 
burgh ; but as Socrates says, let her kick me 
too in my absence if she pleases—About eight 

days ago, I had a cord put into my neck for 

my ill humours; it has had a wonderful effect 

on my eyes at any rate, for they are whole. I 
seriously advise you to get one instantly iate 
your neck, and when we do meet, if it should 
ever happen, our trifling childish differences 
will be easily adjusted. I have go! the house 
hauried, and the doors and windows painted ; 

ople are saying that you are dead, and that 
have begun to look after another wife, but 

1 have no such idea yet, being fully persuaded 
that the companion of my youth, and the 
mother of my children, will return ; and when 
she does return, and all our little differences 
are adjusted, them, like the Father in the 

' Prodigal Som, { will kill for her the fatted 

calf and for her make merry with my (riends 

Bit for God's sake, Mary do not come here 

until once you see your error in leaving me 

and your children, and be disposed to speak 

when I require you—if you come sooner, the 

last error will be greater thau the first ; and 

do not make want of money & pretence for 

coming north; send for money as soon as 

you want it : you shall have pound after pound 

as long as 1 have any; but by no means con- 
traet debts in my name in Edinburgh ; for 
that fault, recollect, I will never pardon, At 
the time yon left us, six wives in Aberdeen 
ran off from their husbands, four of whom 
have returned ; but let them be no example 
for your coming, until once you are ready, for 

+ I candidly assure you that I feel your want less 
and less every dy, and before many months 
elapse you shall in my mind be numbered 
am ng those who cease from troubling, and | 

who are where the weary are at rest. I never 
will ask you to come home, I never will go to 
Edinburgh for you, and depend upon it this 
is the last letter you will receive from him who 
knows you virtues, who is willing to pass b 
your transgressions, and live in comfort unii 
the grim messenger arrives who will finally se- 
parate the one from the other, and then you 
know all our jarrings will for ever cease. 
Farewell, &c.” 

P. S.—By the by, before I conclude; for 
your beter information and frequent meditati- 
on, I may tell you what a good wife should be 
like, and 1 hope you will try to mak’ your- 
sell like her before you come to me again: — 
A good wife should be like three things, 

and the same three things she should not 
be like 

1.—She should be like a snail, always keep 
within her house ; but she should not be like’ 
a snail, te carry all she has upon her back. 
2.—She should be like an echo, and speak 

when spoken to; but she should not be like 
an echo, always to have the last word. 

3.--She should be like a town clock, always 
keep time and regularity ; but she should not 
be like a town clock, to speak so loud that 
all the town may hear her. A 

Wishieg you as much happiness in Auld 
Reekie as I enjoy in Aberdeen,—I remain 
yours, &c. 

Communications. 

“MUCH ADO ABOUT NOTHING !”’ 

Shakspeare.” 

Quoted by the Editor of the Gleaner. 

Myr. Pierce, 

Some time back, I think in the early part 
of December, I read the communication of 

*¢ Castigator” in your paper, and awaited the 
reply of the Secretary of St, Andrew’s Church, 
which appeared in your next succeeding paper, 

the date of which I have discovered to be the 

13th December ; since when, until the issue of 

your last week’s paper the matter, so far as 
the public are concerned, has been suffered to 

rest. Batlo ! what does the last week’s paper 

furnish? why only that since the 13th ult, 
a mountain has laboured and bronght forth — 

what? why not exactly a mouse, so far as the 

length of the article subcibed * Hazeltwig” is 
concerned, but so far as matter of fact is con: 
cerned, I think your readers generally, will 

tell you, sir, that if it is not a mouse, it gt 

least is lixe a mouse. When Castigator was 
applied to for a subscription for the parchase 

of a Pail-Cloth, and replied that he thought 
one was sufficient ; and when that reply, as he 
states, was met with the statement, that the 

«use of the Pall-Cloth, to which he had refe-} 
rence, was charged such extravagantly high 
prices for, what eould have been more natural 

than that he should have made enquiry, whe- 

ther a member of the Church to which it 
belonged or not, of some of its members ca- 
pable of affording information, as to the whe- 
thet and the way, such charges were made. 

And supposing him to have made euch enqui- 

ry, and in such manner ; or supposing his in- 

formation upon the subject to have been ob- 
tained in what manner soever, go far as the 

public are comcerned, is indifferent, was he 
not at liberty to suppose, and was it not per- 
fectly vatural for him so 10 do, that the argu- 

ment which was used with himself, in solici- 
ting subscriptions, was also used with others; 

and having proved that argument and the 
statements of others to be at variance, what 

more consistent or proper course could he have 

pursued in order to obtain the necessary infor- 

mation, and elicit the truth * Was he reques- 

ted by the applicant to him (he does not say 

whether there was more than one, nor does he 

say whether male or female) to preserve secre- 

cy in the matter * and even had he been, and 
that he upon enquiry acquired such informa- 

tion as to satisfy his mind that truth of the 

statement made io him in the first instance, 
was doubtful, can, or will the publio join 

Hazeltwig in his censure of him for exposing 

an imposition, if practised, no mater by 
whom 1 Does Hazeltwig dsay that the state- 

ments in reference to Captain H. and Mre. Ji 

are incorrect ? even after he has taken all the 
time from the 13th to the 27th December to 
concoct and contrive his defence of the Cole 
lector. 

He charges Castigator with having thrown 

out © groundless,” and ungallant insinuations 

against the veracity ot two ladies,” How did 

“the public kuow against whom Castigator’s 
statements were directed 1 whether Ladies or 

Gentlemen ?* whether one or more ?—uatil 
Mr. Hazeltwig’s defence came out. As to the 

insinuations being groundless, that 1s mere 

matter of opinion. The public have Castiga- 

tor's Letter and the Reply of the Secretary of 

appears to me, they derive no new light upon 
the subject from Mr. Hazeltwig, further than 
that the two Collectors were Ladies. And as 

to Castigator’s charges or © insinuations’ have 

ing been ‘ungallant,’ I think the public will 

think with me, that Ladies as well as Gentle- 
men, or rather that women as well as men 
should never attempt to accomplish any object, 

no matter how praiseworthy,’ upon mistate- 
ment or misrepresentation. : 

One question to Mr. Hazeltwig—did he ever 

notice a gentleman walking through the streets 
of Chatham, accompanied by two ladies, while 
the Gentleman smoked a Cigar? One questi- 
on more—will he defend the conduct of that 
gentleman by stating for the information of the 

public, that such conduet, in the public streets 

while walking between two ladies, was a 

‘ gallant’act? Another little question—in re- 
ferring Castigator to William Carman, Jun. 
Esq. did he not travel out of the record ? and 

did he not know it ? 

NOBODY. 

Glendower—Why, I can teach you, cousin, to 

command the Devil. . 
Hotspur—And 1 can teach thee, coz, to shame 

the devil, " 
By telling truth ; tell truth, and shame the devil. 

If thou have power to raise him, bring him 
hither, 

And Pll be sworn, I have power to shame him 
hence. 

O, while you live, tell truth, and shame the 
devil, 

Shakspeare. 
Mr Pierce, 
Among all the writings of this great man, 

there are {ew passages ‘more strikingly cha- 
racteristic,” than the above quotation. We 

have all seem, and often ‘with wonder, the 

amazing power and importance of truth. Ii is 

the house built upon a rock, against whieh the 

winds may howl, the rains descend, and the 
floods beat, but without effect. It is the for- 

tress and defence, the sure abiding place of 

honesty, when all the powers of darkness threat 

en or assail. It is the keystone of Morality, 
Justice, and Religion. Its the moral Rabi- 
con, which once passed, renders return to con~ 

fidence, or respect, impossible. It is at once, 

the shield of innocence, and the sword of Jus- 

tice; “the terror to evil doers, and the praise 

to them that do well.” It isthe “sine qua 
gion” and the “ne plus ultra’ of honest men. 

On the other hand, did we visit the haunts of 

vice, or enter the dungeans of the condemned, 

and ask for a narrative of each offender’s life, 

what a majority of cases would we find, where 

the departure from truth had been the entrance 
upon crime. It is heart-rending to think of the 

amount of human blood, which this detestuble 

vice kas shed ; and yet how often do we find 
those who “ carry high heads,” and hold them- 
selves up as a pattern to the public, and ia their 

families, dressing up the most specious false- 
hoods,in all the tinsel of fine Janguage,and pub- 

lishing to the world in vain boast of their inven. 
tive genius, and powerful imaginations. How 

often do we see this demon falsehood, the would- 

be thief of our reputation, and destroyer of our 

peace, prowling in the assumed garb of offen- 

ded justice, or pretending ‘“do place the saddle 

on the back of the guilty party ;” but 
** Magna est veritas, et preevalebit.” 

I have given the above remarks, out of regard 
to Castigator’s love for exordium and Shak 
spears, hoping he will find them almost as per- 

tinent es his own ; and shall now proceed in 
my own plain way to “string together a few 

scrawled pothooks,” in reply to his very sle- 
gant letter, expecting not to attain his lofliness 

of sentiment, or sublimity of style ; but begging 

him to be lenient in his criticism, as I have no 

person at hand, to correct my orthography, or 

settle the etymology. 

Puffing away the smoke which Castigator has 
endeavoured to raise around the question, I 

will, 1n spite of himself, bring him back to the 
point, viz: The charge sought to be brought 

against the collectors. And in doing this, 1 

wish to be understood es making no allusion 

to any Church, or religious sect. My reason 

for shewfng Castigator and the Secretary to be 

the same person, is merely to prove his first 

letter to be unfounded. 1st—Because the con- 
versation which he says he had with the col- 
lectors, never took place; and 2nd—Because, 

if it did, it would not support the accusation. 
I have in vain sought for a denial of either of 
these positions, in his last letter. It manifests 
a desire to shirk the question; it is a mist, 

‘behind which he hopes to retreat unseen. This, 
Saint Andrew's Church before them, and it | I assure him, he shall not do; but by his own 

words, or the mere modest proof—his silenco— 
will Ishew that he is wrong. Ambiguity shalf 
not shield him. 1st, then, I assert that Casti.. i 

gator was never called upon to ‘subscribe to the: 
Pall. 2nd, that the collectors never had the 
alleged conversation with him. 3rd, that he 
did not subscribe, x sile 
He strongly insinuates that he did not know 

who the collectors were, until Hazéltwig in- 

formed him, (see note to his last letter.) How 

then can his statement in the first be true § 
Does he deny that the Secretary and he are 

one and the same person ? he indeed eays he ie 
a member of the Church, bu: of what Church * 
Will he assert that he is an Episcopalian? 
In what does subterfuge differ from falsehood ¥' 
surely in nothing but its cowardice. Let him 

make the assertion, and I will tell him, not 
only who wrote, but who copied his first etter’ 

for the press. Did he not say on the Saturday 
alter the first letter appeared, that he had not 
seen the Gleaner until late that day? Had he 

not read it toa person in the Reading Room 
on the Friday evening previous? Did he not 
then name another person es the author 1 tho" 
he then pointed out some mistakes in the pub- 
lishing. Did he not state that he did not know 
who the collectors were, until after that letter 

appeared? Did he not eay to a person’ last 

week, that he wouid not write in reply Hed 

he not a part of the last letter written at the 
time? and did he not that day read a part ofi 

to another person? These questions answered 
or unanswered will prove my case. What thes 
follows? why, that he either fabricated hie’ 

story, in consequence of an itch for writing, of 
that having for the last year “ nursed his : 
to keep it warm” against the undertaker, thu’ 
«flings with deadly intent, a missive 8% 
the head of his unsuspecting neighbour.” 

* Men should be what they seem, &e,” 
He has drawn a beautiful picture of the’ 

“midnight aesassin,” ** the hidden cut throaty” 
&ec. &ec., and I can fancy him sitting before # 
mirror while sketching the very partial outline 

+¢So close on each pathetic part, he dwells: 
And each adventure so sublimely tells, 

That all who view the Idiot in his glory, 
Conceive the bard, the hero of the story.” 

Nor will it require a great stretch of the imagi- 

nation, to fancy him addressing to his oW® 

shadow, his friendly “benediction,” with the 
letter received by the Secretary last week, from 
the Chairman of Trustees, in his hand, from 
‘which ‘mind your own business” may be 8 
quotation, with the name of another place sub* 
stituted for Havana, 

And now I shall give him my parting admo> 
nition :—Dear Granny ———, as this is not 

the first, pray let it be the last time you write 
on both sides., It is unnatural thus to place 

your offspring in hostile array, till, like “tbe 

Kilkenny cats, they eat eaoh other up.” Let : 
me remind you of the other * old woman who" 
ran a race against herself and lost.” “Attend 10° 
your bantlings; see that the males are more regi 

lar. Watch their incomings and outgoing® 
more closely. You don’t want Mrs Caudle, 
but read * The Letter Bag.” Don’t call the 

divining powers of the Hazeltwig into further 

operation ;—he may next time prove 8 
‘merciful  Castigator.” Go home, and if Yo* 
can lie al! night on one side, it may remove 
Inky-buss, Yours, &e., Cdl 

COUNTY OF KENT. 

Mr. Pierce, £0 
Although personally a stranger to you, Ye! 

am a regular reader of your paper, and an ! 

mirer of the manner in which it is geaer®™ 
conducted ; and my observation of the readi= 
ness with which you at all times opep : 
columns to the admission of any article 1% ¢ 
which the public is concerned, has induced ™° : 

with some degree of confidence, to approsc? 
you with a somplaint, which, not only mysell 
as a member of the little community at Kop° 

chibouguac, but the whole of this comme 
have to make against some of the Publ 
Functionaries of the parish in which yo¥ 
side. With this simple introduction for ™% 

story, 1 intend (0 be a short and simple on 
and does not require a lengthy in! & 

now proceed to state, that on the eve! 
New Year's Day, a few members of ou 

munity assembled at a private hovse » 
settlement, for the purpose of enjoyi®é “Too 
selves as they thought best—that pe > 
party, at what might have been consi + le. 

early hour—not later than eleven o'clock, - 

the party with the intention of mires? 
his lodgings—and having partakes of 8 wiih 
or two of epirits, and heving been 5% 

cecasionally, for some time, 10 


