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LEGISLATIVE PORTRAITS.

[We copy the following Sketches of two
of our Members of the Assembly, from
‘the Fredericton Head Quarters. In
publishing these, or any others that
may appear, we wish it to be distinctly
understood, that we do not hold our-
selves responsible for the truthfulness
of the picture drawnp.]

HON. JOHN W. WELDON.

The first person which arresis aitention on
entering the gallery of the House of Assembly,
when the members are not ia committee, is
the Hobn. John W. Weldon, Speaker of the
House. We have already given a short sketch
of this gectlemen’s personal appearance, the
dignified and efficient manner 1n which he
presides. over an ‘Assembly containing among
its members 2 good deal of talent, and an
amouat of Parliamentary knowledge and tact,
vwrhich sometimes requires the utmost vigilance
on the part 6f the Speaker to keep members
within the prescribed rules. Mr Weldon’s
conduct in the chair duriog the time he has
held the high end responsible station of first
commone: in New Brunswick, has met with
the unqualified approbation of all parties in the
Assembly.  When on the floor of the House,
the Speaker is sometimes found fault with by
those who are opposed to him in politics, for
the ingenious and oftzntimes successful manaer
1n which he exercises his parliamentary expe-
rience to defeat a measure of which he doss
1ot approve, or carry a point which he belie-
ves would be beaeficial to his constitueats, or
forward the interests of his party. Our own
observation would certainly go to confirm the
general opinion of Mr Weldon’s ability asa
parliameniary tactician; he is evidently at
home through all the protean shapes which a
measure is made to assume while passing
through the house, and the secret of his influ-
ence when in committee appears to be the
singular readiness with which he can detect
and expose the real object of his opponents,
and the bearing which the measure, if carried,
would have with refetence to the general poli-
cy of his party. We are obliged likewise to
confess, that in our opinion the Speaker is
nearly as successful in covering from his op-

_-ponents his own movements as he is in disco-

vering and exposing theirs;—taking his stand
generally on the least defencible points, and

« gradually retiring to stronger ground, where he

18 frequently able to rally the whole strength
of his party, and carry or defeat the measurs
under discussion, It is seldom that the Speak-
er takes an active part in local matters, unless
those immediately connected with the county
of Kent, which he represents; the members
for which are not unfrequently reminded that
they take very good care to have atleast a fair
share of the public revenue. While occupying
the chair, the Speaker knows no party and no
person. Strictand impariial is meted out alike
to thoze who oppose and those who agree with
him 1n politics, and we have never, in or out
of the Assembly, heard the slightest murmur
of disapprobation breathed against him as the
organ of the house, It would perhaps be dif-
ficult to find Mr Weldow’s equal as Speaker,
certainly none i the present house would ex-
cel him, and the coastituency of Kent in re-

turning him to represent them, while they °

have coasulted their own interests, they have
at the same time rendered the Province at
large essential service. Mr Weldon’s politics
‘belong to the Conservative, if not the high Tory
schoal ; his religious persuasion is that cf the
Church of England.

ALEXANDER RANKIN, Esq.

On the right of his honor the Speaker, at the
extreme end of the benches, sits Alexander
Raakin, Esquire, one of the members for the
county of Northumberland, and one of the ol-
dest members of the House of Assembly.

Although Mr Renkin is seid to take a pro
minent and very active pert in the businesa
which co.nes before the several important
committees, to serve on which he is annually
appoiated, it is seldom that he rises to addrass
the house. When he does speak it is in a mild
and fow tone of voice, which 15 sometimes
ivaudible in the gallery. His addresses are
always short and to the point, end delivered
without the slightest effort at oratory ; the
matter before the house iz dealt with in the
simplest and plainest light in which it is possi-

le to present the subject, and his opinion for

or sgainst the measure given in a very few |

words On matters relating to trade Mr Ran-
kin’s opinions are always listened to with the
utmost attentio, @nd we have sometimes
beard his opiniou called for by other members
before he had taken any part in the discussion.
During the absence of his collesgue, John A.
Street, Esq., who was in England in the early
part of last seesion, Mr Rankin was obliged to
be on his legs much oftener than usual, and
apparently oftener than was agreeable to him-
self. When opposed, as he sometimes was, in
the measures which he submitted to the house,
he occasionally exhibited 1n his language a
little of that perseverance and energy of cha-
racter which has placed him at the head of a
branch of one of the largest and most respec-
table Commercial Houses in British North
America.  Oratory, howeer, is by no means
Mr Rankin's forte, and with the exception of
the energetic and feeling address which he
delivered in behalf of the dreadfully uafortanate
Lepers on Sheldrake Island, when the grant
for their support had been lost in his absence ,
he did not during the last session make a speech
of any length.  On that occasion he was evi-
dentiy much excited by the idea of these poor

creatures being Jet lcose among their relatives
and acquaintences to spread and perpetuate
that horrible disease. . The importance and
urgency of the case seemed (e break down ea-
tirely Mr Rankin’s reserve, and he appeared
to have no diffieulty whatever in finding plenty
of words, which he could make distinctly
heard at the further estremity of he gallery,
and which had the desired effect. Mr Rankir’s
influence in the house, when he chooses to ex-
ercise it, is said to be very great; his starding
in society, his wealth, the power which the
mammoth commercial ramifications of the ex-
tensive house of which he is a partoer, cou-
pled with his own tound judgment and wnob-
trusive manners, necessarily produces that ef-
fect; but whatever may be the extent of kis
influence, it is, we should suppose, sparingly
applied. The business habits which have rai-
sed this gentleman to eminence and wealth as
& merchant, are obvious in the Assembly. Re-
gular and early at his post,his pen is ia constant
occupation, and he seldom leaves the hcuse for
any length of time until the business of the day
is completed.  In person Mr Raokin is above
the middle height, withlight hair and fair com-
plexion. The expression of his countenance
would indicate the possession of reflective, ras
ther than strong perceptive powers. In politics
he is conservative, and his religious persuasion
is that of the Established Church of -Scotland.

The Southern Aail,

Halifax Times, July 8,

By the Schooner British Queen, which
arrived this moraing from Boston, we
have dates from that city to the 2nd July.
They contain news of -some importance
from Mesico, which we have copied be-
low.
Fromthe N. O. Picayune, of the 24th ult.

Highly Important from Mezico.—Another
Revolution,— Four Days Later from
Vera Cruz.—Jalisco in” Revolt and de-
¢laring for Santa Anna.

We received yesterday a copy of El
Locometer of Vera Cruz of the Sth inst.,
which is four days later than any advices |
received by the Falmouth. The news is |
important.

A revoiution had broken out:in the !
Department of Jalisco, it commenced on
the morning of the 20th of May, in the i
Gaudalaxara. The battalion of Logos, |
followed by other bodies of military. and
by the enthusiastic populace, attacked the
Palace of the Govergor.

Tbe assault of the insurgents was so
prompt, that the guard had onlv time 10
make one discharge, by which.one man
was killed and one wounded.

Some of the defenders recognized
friends among the assailants, and refused
to-fire. The disaffection then became ge- |
neral, and some of the leaders of the
government (roops were arrested, to
save them from the fury of the insur-
gents.

Some skirmishing ensued and prepa-
rations were making.for a general en-
gagement, when :General Duque, who
had taken command of the governmeat
troops, proposed a parley. This was
agreed to, and the result of the delibera-
tion was, that the troops under General
Dugque should be allowed to retire with
the honours of war, by a route desigu-
ed by them, directly to the city of Mex~
ico.

Provisions were given them, and they
were allowed till the 23¢d, 10 prepare lor
theirdeparture.

Don Jose Maria Tanez was at the head
of the insurredtion. A formal declaration
was drawn up by. the insurgents pro-
claiming Santa Anna :heir chief, and de-
claring that a new Congress should be
summoned to be elected by the people,
according to the electoral laws of 1824,
to form a new constitution in which the
monarchical p inciple is to be excluded.
It also provides that Congress should
meet four months after the liherating
army shall gain possession of the capital.

“ Don Juan Camplido is recognized
as Provisional Governor of the Depart-
ment, and his oath includes the repal-
sing of the infamous usurpations of the
Americans.”

A Vera Cruz correspondent of the Bee,
under date of the 12th, writes :

“The blockade is rigorously main-
tained, and business is at a complete
stand siill. The American squadron
is daily expected, and the panic at Vera
Uruz is so great, that the majority of the
families have evacuated the city,—It is
thought that both the city and castle will
be attacked, as itis said that two line of
battle ships and four frigates are coming.
Entrenchments have been constructed in
every street. Heaven koows why.

New batteries have been placed on
the ** Bulvartes,” - comsisting of 60
pounders and abusses of large calibre.

All this is calculated to attract the fire
of the Americans on the city, to the des-
truction of many of its edifices, The
garrison is suffering greatly from vomite,
which is making terrible havoc, and thin-

‘ble investment in the laying of Railroads

hear that three.immense steam-ships

| 250 feet; the length over all, 280 feet;
j the breadih of beam, forty feet. They |

-600 horse power each. The Britannia,

ning daily the ranks of the seldiers,

President Paredes opened the new
Congress by a message, in which he cal-
led for a.declaration of war, &c. I shali
endeavor to send it to you, The Custom |
House is packing up its papers and pre-
paring to decamp, most of the, public offi-
cers are in the same predicament,

Halifax Morning Post; July 7.

The Railway.—It must give the Peo.
ple of British America sincere pleasure
to learn that the government have taken
this work - actively in hand—Captaia
Pipon, Lieut. Henderson, and miners
hayving arrived to make the survey.

We understand that the Home Govern-
ment is also encouraging the plan copi-
ed by us from the St.. John' Courier a
week ago, viz—that of promoting the for-
mation of a land and emigration Compa-

will pass triumphantly through the Lords.

The news from the manofacturing
districts is highly satisfaetory —trade be-
ing in a healthy state. -The prospect of
the growing crop is represented as being
most cheering. T he Potatoes look well,
except in some districts where the seed
was cut, which has caused a pariial fai-
lure. :

We @ copied numerous extracts,
whieh | be found under the proper
‘head.

NEWFOUNDLAND SUFFERERS.—A meet
ing of the inhabitaats of Fredericton, for
the purpose-of raising funds for the relief

ny in England, consisting of artizans, -cf the sufferers at'Newloundland by the

wradesmen apd mechanics, who are depo-.
siters in Savings’ Banks, the enormous
funds of which will find a -profita-

late disastrous fire, was héld on Thursday
last, His Excellency filled the chair.

in the Colonies where these workmen
settle, '
The Government have, we are inform-

"Hartrax anp Queskc RarLroan.—
‘The Halifax papers state that Captain Pi*
pon and Lieutenant Henderson, of the

ed, ordered the advance of the necessary ‘Royal'Engineers, with a party of Sappers

expeases of the Survey from the Com-
missariat—to he refunded, we suppose,
from the Provincial Chest, according 1o
the resolution of the-Assembly last Ses-
sion.

New  Transatlaatic -~Steamers.—We
have already meuntioned that three new
steamers are 10 built for Cunard’s compa-
ny, to enable them to fulfil their contract
to carr{ the mails weekly between Li-
verpool and the United States. The
Glasgow Cilizen gives the following des-
cription of the projected vessels: ** We

have already been contracted for. They
are (o be about 2000 tons register each;
the Jength of keel and forerake is to be

are to be built of timber by Messrs 'Ro- |
bert Steal - & Co., of Greenock;and the
engines, of about 700 horse power each,
are to be supplied by Mr. Rooert Nepier,
of this city. In order to show the great
size of these vessels, we may state that
the Cambria and Hibernia are only 220
feet keel, 245 feet all over, and 36 breath
beam ; while the-engines do not .exceed

Acadia, and Caledonia are still smaller,
being no more than 205 feet keel, 225
feet over all; and being 34 feet -beam ;
with engines of only 450-horse power.
It is also intended, we believe, by the
same enterprising company, to order a
new iron steamer, of the-same ¢plendid
dimensions as the three wooden ones now
about to be laid down.”

Eoitor’s Dep artment.

MIRAMICHI:
CHaTHAM, SATURDAY, JULY 11, 1846.

NORTHUMBERLAND AGRICULTURAL So-
cieTy.—The following highly commen-
datory remarks on the admirable Annu-
al Report of the above-named Society, is
takea from the Toronto British American
Cultivator for June, which we have much
satisfaction in transferring to our co-
lumas.

‘¢ The Gleaner of the 4th April contains an
Annual Report of this Society, which has been
ably drawn up, and shows in a mest conclusive
manner the benefits of Agricultural Societies.
The Legislature of New Brunswick has appro-
priated a large sum of money for the purchase
of seed potatoes, which are to be distributed
among the farmers of the several counties of
the Province. It omens well to see 80 much
interest felt in the cause of Agriculture by
those in authority, and we hope that the far-
mers will appreciate such aid by giving due
diligence 10 business, and practicing such im-
provements as will pay a handsome interest
upon the capital invested.

¢ Agricultural Clubs and Colleges are high-
ly recommended in the report, and as the
views set forth are such as we highly approve,
and as those institutions, if earried out in con-
formity with their true spirit, are calculated to
give a stimulus to improved Agriculture, we
have thought it proper to copy “the following
extracts. Our readers will please bear these
important topies in mind, and jf possible exert
their iufluence in having those patriotic insti-
tutions carried into practice in their several lo-
calities.”’

EvroreaN News.—The second June
mail was brought to Halifax by the Bri
tannia, which steamer arrived on the
evening of the 2nd inst.

The intelligence which has thus been
received, adds but litile to our previous
stock of European news.

The Cora Bill, it is confidently stateg,

and Miners-under their command, ﬂl“i‘q
ved in the last steamer from Britain, hav-
ing been sent out by government to' sur-
vey the line of the proposed Railway from
that city to Quebec.

Prixce Epwagp's IstAnp.—The Ler
gislative Assembly of this Colony hss
been dissolved by a proclamation from
the Lieutenant Governor, The writs for
a new election are made returnable on
the 31st August.

Novascoria.—All the Halifax papers
cencur in’ stating ‘that the governmen*
has aecepted the resignation of Lo
Falkland, and that he is to be succee
by Sir John Harvey. -The Recorder say*
that H. M. 8. Hyacinth is to proceed 8¢
once to St.. Joha's to convey Sir John 1©
Halifax. "

The Provincial Government has sent
£1000 towards the relief of the New~
foundland sufferers.

AGRICULTURAL.—Several parties /10
the vicinity of Chatham have commen”
‘ced cutting their grass. The crop is B0¢
heavy, buat is a full average one.

Mr WisLiax Rennig,—This gentlé*
man being about to leave the places
where he has resided for a number
years, for his native country, the offict’
bearers of the Mechanics’ Institute, at®
recent meeting, passed unanimously
following resolution.

Whereas Mr. William -Rennie, <one of ‘::
Directors of this Institute, is aboat to_led
Miramichi for Great Britain, after a residef
of mote than eight years in this comm s
during which time he has been occupied "’”
Naval Architect and Inspector, as well t0 hot'
Interest as Credit ofthe Province genenlllyy
this section in particular,—

Therefore Resol;lded ,thata commilte:’ g’ ‘h'::
persons be appointed to prepare an ad
Mr Rainnie, tgobe signed bypl;he President ,“:
Directors of this Institute, expressive of 09 s
grot at his intended absence, and hopes f"",s
speedy return, And further Resolveds
George Kerr, James A Pierce, and J"‘.’n...
Johnson, Jun., Esquires, be such Commif

The Address, signed by the oﬂic?‘b';;
ers of the Institute, was presented 10°
Rennie last evening, when a Jarge #Y
ber of mechanics, and other jnhabits?

e
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of the place, wete in attendance: L

The following is a copy of 1he addf®**’

Miramichi, 10th Jaly, 188

Sir,—As a brother Director of the M pani® 1
chi Mechanics’ Institute, a practioal M€® pec '\ |
and Draughtsman, and a most useful m?m“n— |
of our community, we cannot allow your ¥ s |
ded absence from Miramichi, whethe 200"
permanent or lemporary nature, to pass
ticed. HE

Your residence for more than el&’“ ’youf
has taught us to respect and appreciat®
talents and personal character. 41

Your services as a Naval Architect '“: P |
spector, have not only established YU /ol
character as a skilful Mechanic, a0¢ e
much to raise the:character and valué :u kel

runswick built vessels in the British ”wnd

placed Miramichi in this respect, 3%
o0 nome in the Colonies. ety 20y

Your conduct as a member of 8¢ ratio®

less than your talents, demands our ad® :
espect. g u
f"{'v', ﬁ:",,,, u.intr ’or leave bel;x:d ‘y:; Pa
ingle personal or political enemy ; el |}
:i:fi!ed r:l:at in Wilhll’ﬂs you a safe l'”"::,gdl
the land of your own and our fathers’, 3




