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have a well founded belief, that their report
will coincide with the general belief in all the
provinces, and prove that there is no difiiculty
of an extraordinary nature to be overcome,
along the whole extent of the route.

But the writer appears to have his own

" doubts, notwithstandiag his evident ignorauce,
with regard to the impracticability of the un-
dertaking, and seeks for other objections to
give weight to this surmise. * Admitting,”
says he, ‘¢ thatthe constraction of the road is
practicable, and that ¢ is nof to be carried over
lofty mouniains, yet it must necessarily run
through gorges and numerous defiles, amidst
which the snow drifts in heaps of mouniain
magaitude, and (it has been observed) lies
unmelted to a very late period in the spring.
What Lower Canadian hes not heard of the
terrific snow storms below Quebee,” &c,. We
confess there is somothing plausible in the
supposition, that the accumulation of snow en
the road may preveat travelling in winter. But
we deny that it would fill up the gorges and
defiles onthe Halifax and Quebec line, to a
greater extent, or cause a greater obstructios,
than 1t would do between Portland end Mon-
treal.  The objection so far as the enow is
concerned, .cannot apply to the one any more
than to the other, since the snow-storms are as
violent at Montzeal and at Pertland, and the
winter fully as long as in lower Canada, and
Jonger than in this proviuce, where the proxi-
mity to the oceanso varics the temperature,
that the snow does not lic coninuonely through-
out the season, and goes of a fortnight earlier
Jin the vicinity of the coast thanin the interior,
The obstacle of snow, therefore, wonld be as
great on the Portiand as on the Quebec line ;
and must be as great on the railroads in Mass
sachusetts, as on either of the two former,
where, nevertheless, it is said to be overcome
by mechanical appliances, and to present no
forinidable teature against travelling in winter.

The conclusion of the Montreal writer from
all his premises, is—that “ the read to Halifax
would entail the expendisure of millions of
money, and that if ever such a rash design be
eatered upon, it would take millions more to
earry itinto practical operation ;*’ 2 conelusion
which, alter 3 fair examunation of them, we
mecd hardly say, is toialy uawarranted by any
facts that he has been enabled toadduce.

The writer then adverts to the * practicabi-
lity,” * eusy mccomplishment,” and *smal}
coal” of the 8!, Luwrence and Atlantic rail-
road, (Montreal to Poriland,)—asserts ihet its
molitical advaniages are commensurate with
the other undertas sy, which almost makes vs
beliove that he has an eye 1o annexation with
the United Statcs,—and that its advantages
23 regards Montreal are ¢ decidedly snperior”
which we deny.  He vicws it, coupled with
the relaxation of the Awmerican tariff, and the
enactment of libcral commereial laws, as a
means ‘‘at the least ¢os, of furwarding the
produce of the couniry to the ocean” —but does
not say a word further of advantages wheu it
gets to that point so distant from the British
and other markets, iz comparison with Halifax,
He fears thatif Moniical doesnot retain the
great western trade, tiatit will atonce become
of minor importance in & commercial pornt of
view—but the trade could be as easily secured
10 it, and far more exclusively, by the rail-
road to Halifax, as by that to Portland.  He
aliudes to ¢ the evil eflcets ot freedom from
commercial restrgintsin the United States, as
having driven mary of our enterprising yousg
merchants to trade wita the merchunts of New
York”—but we can sc2 no great difference
between trading with New York and trading
with Portland, and if they want to have their
trade flow throvgh *“a more legitimate chan-
nel,”’ which the writer certainly wrongly ds-
serts it would do by going to Portland ; they
cannot do better than to conduct it to Halifaa,
from whence it might diverge and spread to
all the world.  The remainder of his article,
with few exceptions, may be profitably read
as the conclusion to an article expatiating upen
the advantages of the Quebec and Halifax rajj.
way.

Now it is no part of our intention to deery
the merits of the Moatreal and Poriand rail-
way. = But looking at the project ia all its
bearings, it does not present any thing like the
same advantagas which the Halifax and Qye-
bec line would offer, and il both were n oper-
ation, it would soon be perceived, in winter
eapecially, that the former was merely a poor
auxiliary to the latter. Itis probable tha:both
would pay for their cutlay. Bat there would
be this difference under certain circumstances.
If this great project be carried on to Montreal,
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that city must eventually become the com-
merciai emporium of Canada and British Amer-
ica—but if Montreal is satisfied with the Port-
land line, and Quebec alone should be connec-
ted with Halifax, the mantle of commercial
greatness will assuredly descend upon Quebec,
and Montrealwill ever continue a fifth orsixth«
rate city, and be subject to the mortification of
witnessing daily, while its waters are open, a
vast stream of commerce, selting upwards with
rich freights to the West, and downwards fil
ling the depot at the mouth of the St. Law-
rence, with a vast supply of navaral produc-
tions, which by means of the railroad, will be
discharged all threughout the year into the
ocean, at Halifax and St. John, toseek the
markets of the world.

From the Newfoundland Royal Gazette,
SAINT JOHNS.

It must certainly afford the highest gratifi-
cation to all who hold any interest in the wel-
fare of this country, to witnes the busy, stir-
ring scene which our town now presents. But
a few weeks ago, and all was prostrate: Most
of us had been severe sufferers’in the recent
disaster, few could rejoice in an entire exemp-
tion from the heaviest scourge the country has
ever known, and fewer still could be encou-
raged to raise their eyes from the dark side of
the picture, or to discern in the future some
probable sources of consolation. Thae present
aspect of affeirs contrasts strikingly with that
state of despondeacy. Those fearsand anxie-
ties which crowded epon men’s minds in ra=
pid succession, would seem to have been dis-
pelled by some brightened prospects until now
obscured, or which, thoagh unfolded, we
were not then, perhaps, in the mood to con-
tempiate. ’

That this salutary re-action must havo been
produced in the natural course of things, it
needed no prescience to foresee. In a coun-
try like this, which derives its weelih from the
great sources of its fisheries and from its com-
merce, & period of torpor or inaction can hard-
ly ever b= of long duration. There is a pes
culiar elasticity 1n commerce, and particular-
ly in the business of this couniry, which would
primarily account for the exhilarating change
in the tone of our effairs —Exertion, and the
spirit which impel it may for a time be paraly-
sed and subdued—yet the fountains of our
supply arenot dried up, but continie to flow
on, unchecked and unimpeded in their course,
still inviting commercial enterprise and indus-
trial co-operation.

But there are other, and scarcely less potent
causes to which we most gratefully acknow-
ledge our obligations. We allude, of course,
to those magnificeny contributions in our be-
half of which we have received intelligence and
some of which have already reached us, to that
cordial alacrity with which aseistacce has been
proffered from all quarters—and to the many
manifestations of sympathy we have received.
And we really think it buta part of the deep
dept of gratitude impecsed on us by the noble
responses which our 2ppeals for succour have
universally met, to say, that superadded to the
blessing of ebundanece bestowed upoa us by
our friends, their generosity has inspired new
life, and energy and hope, into the breasts of
many who were wellnigh overwhelmed by the
megnitude of their - preseat calamities,or the
prospect of etill greater impeading distress.
They have powerfully gided to change ascene
of gloom into one which is now enlivened by
the presence and the sounds of iadustry, and
one which, while it nerves a whole people as
8n invigorating stimulant to new exertions, at
the same time keepsalive and freshens within
them a thousand grateful memories of their
benefactors.

From the Newfoundland Morning Post.

His Excellency Sir John Harvey will not
leave this until the next packet, nor, probably,
until the departure of the steamer after next,
and, perhaps not for two or three months 1o
come. The immediate cause of the deteation
of the Governor we understand to be the non-ar
rival in England of the new Lieut. Governor
of this Island from Hong Kong. But we be-
heve there is another and very weighty reason
wherefore Sir John Harvey could not be re-
moved at the present moment, This Colony
is just now labouring under the efiects of a
most extensive and disastrons  calamity,—
towards the relief of the sufferers from this,
contributions to a large amount are coming in
from verious quarters, and at such a period—
when the judicious disposal of those funds will
require the direction of one well acquainted
with the eituation of parties previously to the

fire,—to place the settlement of this and other
matters in the hands of an utter stranger alike
to our people and our situation, and who,from
his recent residence in a country so dissimilar.
to ours in every respect, would be but im-
perfectly adapted to the present -emergency,
would be an act of great inconsiderateness
which we do not think the Home Government
very likely to commit.

There are in England at _present several of
the leading members of this community, and
we feel confident that the representations

‘which the Colonial Secretary, the Chief Jus-

tice, the Collecor, and others now on the spot
will probably make, will have a due weight
with the Secretary for the Colonies, and will
most likely terminate in the extension of the
period of Sir John Harvey’s government uatil
the present difiiculties shall have been removed,
and the approaching crisis passed.

This, we think, the interests of the capital
demand, and if the estimate of his character
which the public have expressed te fonnded on
correctdaia, we think that to the sacrifice wnich
a compliance with this demand ‘would entail,
his Excellency will most readily sabmit.

Communications.

PETER BROWN’S HILL.

Mr Editor,

Sir,—1 know of nothing that should be to
the inhabitants of this County the occasion of
more joyful congratulatien than the rapid ad-
vancement we are now making in agriculture.

The intelligent stranger who may have vi-
sited thls place ten years ago, ard extended his
tour along .the 1ligh Ways and Bye Roads
of the County, would now find that over many
atract, where he then beheld the green foliage
of the wood waving in variegated tints ; and
where the aborigine chased the wild beasts of
the forest, there now wave fields of yellow
corn! The hand of the husbandman has passed
over them, converting many of them into fer-
tile fields, or luxuriant pastuse-grounds; where
may be seen flocks of sheep, cropping their
flowery food, and lowing herds nibbling the
lately-mowed clover grass.

To what, then, are we to ascribe this
sudden and propitious change? I amswer,
maialy to the fact that the iafatuation for
Lumbering, to the exclusion of other, and more
bereficial occupatiors, by which #0o many of
our most active' and emerprising inhabitants
were all along deluded, has lately ceased to
exert much of ils wonled influence; and justas
the hankering after Timber-making has de-
creased,so has the attechment to Farmingincreas-
ed. Well had it been for Miramichi to-day
had the change of sentiment to which I have re-
terred taken place some thirty years ago. To
sit down, however, and fret over the errors of
the past, amounts to jittle good, unless so far
as the retrospect may serve to make us wiser
for the future.

Between the occupations of Farming asd
Lumbering there seems to be placed a wide
gulph, which may pot be passed. As well
might we expeet that the bold sailor—whom
duty calls, ever and amon, to perch himeell
high on the slender mast, while his bark
bounds high c’er the wave; and whose cus-
tom it 13 to eleep soundly emid the strife of
ocean, would at will quit his wild ocean life,
and be metamorphosed into the dull-:ouled
Arab,. who drives his Dromedary over the
sands of the Desert. The two men—the Fa:-
mer and the Lumberer—are as unlike each
other prufessionally, as are the black Ethiopian
and the white European personally,—there is
no resemblance between them whatever.

The doctrine that we were all aloog {oolish-
ly exhausting the chiefest resource of the conn-
try, without in the least advancing its prosperi-
ty, was first propounded tous, by the Nor-
thumberland Agricultural Society. The An.
nual Reports of this Society—the introduction
by it, of an improved breed of Cattle—the
constant and cheap supply of all kinds of
Seeds furnished annually by this Society, and
disseminated throughoui the whole coun
ty; anod more than all, the activity and
energy put forth by most of its influential mem-
bers, have worked together for good 1o the so-
ciety itsell; and contributed mach to bring
about the happy consummation already descri-
bed.

In order to be convinced of the rapid im-
prevement which has taken place, as regards
Agriculture, the reader has ouly to look arouad
him, and he will see proofs of this, on his
right hand and on his left; but there is one
epot in this neighbourhood which appears to
me to hold out a clearer evidence, not oply
of this fact, but of the real character of our
soil, in contradistinction to the estimation in
which it has Jong been held.

To this spot, then, in the vicinity of Chat-
ham, I must beg the_company of the reader.
It is Brown’s Hill. ,Who in this com-
munity has not heard of Peter Brown, and
also of Brown’s Hill?  Orn this hill, Peter
was a dweller, under the siyle of @ Farmer,
&ec., fer nearly half a century. = Peter more-
over had cleared, 4. e. cut’ down, and with
the helping hand of time, partially stumped
perhaps 20 acres thereof. Dasgusted however
with its proverbial sterility, Brawn at length
bade farewell to the hill, and all its bygone ss-
scciations, and has become= a sojourner—with
his family—somewhere in the far wes: country ;
a land, many think, where folks farm not at &ll,

_period of well nigh fifty years !

yet reap they abundant crops, &c.  Now the
late dwelling place ¢t Peter Brown, 18
really well worthy of a visit, not only because
of the beauty of its situation, but because of a
certain agricultural change which it has
latply undergone. Like its frst and last occu:
pant, the old House of Brown is fast crum-
bling to ruin, by reason of extreme old age and
ether frailties. From this antiquated maunsion,
perched as it is, on the brow of ¢ Brown’s
Hill,” we behold at our feet at the base below,
the Town of Chatham, together with the steam
mills and shipyard of the Hon. Joseph Cunard.
Oao the bosom of the river in front,during sum-
mer,glides majegtically past, or rides at anchor,
many a sprightly craft.  In the distance up-
wards, and on the other side of the Miramichl
river, are distinetly visible the Towns of New

cestle and Douglastown ; and in rear of the
latter, the large and skilfully cultivated farms
of Wyse, Porter, Chalmers, and Marshall;
together with the many older Farms situate
bstween them and the Mills of Messrs, Gil*
mour Rankin avd Company ; and on oar rights
about & mile below Chatham, aad half hid by
the intervening scenery, lies * Middle Isiand,”
ot “ Barataria,” as its late classical owner
wae pleased to name it,

This then, 13 che view in front of us. Let us
now wheel about,and look Southward, How de~
lightful ! How unlike the bleak,barren-looking
hill it had wont tobe! That field heavi'yclothed
with Wheat, undulating in ripened luxuriance,
1s perhaps the finest in the province, It ex-
tends back far as the eye can reach, and i
neatly level. These other fields, though much
smaller, are equally productive. 1 fancy I
am not far wrorg when I assert that on these
Jields the present proprietor, will reap this

| season, nearly as much grain, as the same, 07

nearly the same quantity of ground produced
under the culture of Peter Brown, during @
So much by
way of proof that we arc advancing in agri-
culture. T grant that to Money should be as-
cribed much of the improvement to which I
have referred ; but it is not true that the want
of means was the cause of the hill’s sterihty
during the lonz period it was farmed by Mr
Brown, It was eheer ignorance, and indolence;
to both of which maladies Brown became the
victiin, by reasor of his having desired to com-
bine within the limits of his own corpus, the
trio-occupation of Farmer, Fisher, and Lum-~
berman.  Like too many old settlers on the
banks of this river, Peter eseayed to act the
part of an amphibious enimal, who to-day
would erjay himsell in the water ; to-morro®
be *“dubhing off ” in the woode; and the day
after, take a spell at moking * lazy beds,” I®
which to raise his potatces. Tn a word, he
was jack ot all trades—as the saying is—but
master of noxe. “
Fishing is no doubt an honorable—and if
prudently conducted—a remunerative occups-
ton. 8o is Farming,~and for anything
know to the contrary, so is Lumbering ; bt
then the hebits and customs of the thorough-
bred Fisherman, Farmer, and Lumbermau, are
to diametrically different from each other, that
to unite any two of them in the same person,i®
just to disquaiify him for any of them.
AGRICOLA.
19th August, 1846,
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[coMMUNICATED. ]
LORD BISHOP OF FREDERICTON-

On the 5th inst.,the Lord Bishop of Fre-
dericton, accompanied by the Rey. S2°
muel Bacon, Rector of Chatham, and the
Rev. James Hudson,Visiting Missionaryr
arrived at the parish church, Blackville
and after consecrating the ground €
apart for the burial of the dead, his Lord~
ship bestowed the rite of Confirmation 0%
about thirty persons, and delivered a tru”
ly pious and eloguent discourse to a very
large, respectable, and attentive congre”
gation. Atthe conclusion of Divine Ser
vice, his Lordship was pleased 1o recei’®
in the most gracious manner the folloW”
ing address, presented (on hehalf of vP*
wards of one hundred of the inhabitan'
by Thomas W. Underhill, Esq., to whicP
his Lordship returned a very concise a0
highly satisfactory answer. He the®
proceeded to the house of Mr Thom#*
Coughlan, where he, and the Revere?
gentlemen above named, pariood of 8
slight refreshment and took their depa’™
ture for the Parishiof Nelson; His Lord:
ship bearing with him the hearty 8%°
wishes of all present, on whom hisure®”
nity and truly christian bearing appear®
to have made a deepand very lavoul”b!'
impression.

Muy it please Your Lordship,

We, the undersigned Members of the Ch".';h
of England, residing in the Parish of Blackvill®

and others friendly to the Chuschin that P'r!”'
beg to welcome your Lordship on your 8rr

in this part of your Diocese.




