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THE GLEANER.

would requre a whole lecture to explain
the properties of these ingredients of. the
ash, and I shall not, therefore, attempt to
do so : with most of them you are fami-
liarly acquainted, as the common pearl
ash, the soda, and lime ; oxide of -iron
is the rust of iron, and oxide of manga-
nese is very like the oxide of iron; phos-
phoric acid is the substance called. phos-
phorus, which I hold in my hand, and
which commonly ignites when placed
against a piece of warm iron ; thesulphu-
ric acid is the common oil of vitrol; chlo-
rine and silica are the two remaining in-
gredients of the ash which T mentioned.
Now these exist in all plants ; and having
explained that to you, let me tell you fur-,
ther, that every plant obtains a cerfain
portion of its substance from the soil and
a part from the air. Now the substance
which is got from the air all plants may
get,although I do not say they always do;
but the substances out of which is formed
gluten are got from the soil. I have now
explained what a plant consists of, and
where it gets the substance of which it
does consist ; and allow me to tell you
that the plantlives on its food as we ‘do.
It draws 115 food from the air and the
soil, and that which it draws from the soil
must contain those things which form
gluten. If, gentlemen, the soil contains
the whole of these things, then it is natu-
rally productive ; if it does not contain
them, it is not naturally productive soil.
‘We must then add those things of which
the soil is deficient, and those things
which it does not contain at all. This
is the-way in which I wish you to act,
In feeding your stock yeu give them’
plenty of that food which you know is
good for thém, and if you give them
plenty of gond food yeu know that they
will grow fat and large, it not 1hey are
starved and stunted. Now you must just
do the same to your crops. You must put
plenty of suitable food in the soil; previ-
ous care being taken to know what Is

reguired.
[To be concluded].

Guropean News.

Arrival of the 2nd Angust Mail

From Wilmer and Smith’s European
5 Times, August 19.. d
DOMESTIC.
The events of the last fortnight, unlike
the parliamentary doiogs, furnish food
for reflection. The humanity which

takes fire at the laceration of the soldier’s.

back, has found a vyoice in the oress.
Jraaipsience of public opinion was never
more palpable than on oceasions like the
bresent, when the executive government
is forced to bend before the blas:, "The
power of the press in a free country like
England, for all purposes of practical
utility, is complimentary to the talent
with which it is wielded, and the indjo-~
nation it can evoke against injustice or
tyranny. e
_The Protectionists have had one of twa
dinner parties on a large scale. The
coostituents of Lord George RBentinck
paid him the compliment last week of a
public dinner, at which many of the fead-
lag members of both Houses of Parlia-
ment, who opposed Peel’s commereia]
réform, were present, and took nart in
the proceedings, and more recently a si-
milar, certainly a less merited, compli-
et has beea paid to the Marquis of
Granby. i
The speeches at these gatherings show
two things—adrst, the soreness of ihe
party towards Sir Robert Pee! ; and se-
coodly the confidence which they have,
like Mrs Parkington of old, in roHiuc:-
oack, if not the waves of the Atlaniic,
at least. the tide of popular opinion. As
10 Peel, he is above their hae, Princi-
ples dppepc{ 0D N0 man—certainly on no
Prime Minister. He was the creature of
circumsiances, and acted under the inflg.
ence of a stern destiny. The country
laboured under the sense of injustice du-
ring e continuance of the Corn-lavs,
Is it likely to become again enawoured
ot a taxed loaf ?—more especially when
the tax went into the pockets of the lan.
ded preprietors, not into the Queen’s ex-
chequer ¢  To suppose that the old sys-
tem can be revived—that the nation will
became enamoured of dear bread for ‘the
beuefit of a class the most wealihy, and
possessing the least sympathy with ine
world at large, argues, on ihe part ot
such sanguine spirits, creat ignorance of
human nature, and great faith in human
crequlity,  True, the landowners are
rich ; thev can manufacture votes and co-
erce tenagts. But the commercial apnd
middle classes do not lack either wealth
or spirit.. The League beat the landlords

hollow at the purse strings; and if the

game is to be repeated, ibey will beat

them again.

But the anger and disappointment un-.
der which the Protectionists writhe, as

.developed at the late. dinings-out, will

have one tendency—it will keep alive

that battle in the “registration courts,”
the fighting of which successfully made
the great Conservative party tha: Peel
destroyed. The Free-traders will have to
keep their viclory by resting on their
arms ; and to prevent surprise, they are
already backling for the conflict. Ina
couple of months, anticipatory of the ge-
neral election, the revising barristers—
those sentinels of the constitution, who
keep strict guard as to the qualifications
of the parties who enter the portals -will
be traversing the country, and then *‘ we
shall see what we shall see,”

The potato blight is general. East,west,
north, south, the cry is *“still it comes.”
In Ireland the devastation is general,
Everywhere the roat is rotten, or progres.
sing towards decay. Science is at fault,
alarm is rife. Asregards society it is se-
rious—as regards the poor it is 2 melan-
choly visitation, Under any circum-
stance, if the Corn-laws had not been re-
pealed in the present session, they would
inevitably have been repealed in  the
next. Influenced by the bad weather,
and acted upon by the destruction of the

is adyancing, and the belief is,. that it will
cantiuue to advance.

The fend between Qld and Young Ire-
land is now regularly consummated. They
are distinct parties. Mr. O’Connell has
denounced their pulicy and disdained
their aid. The ** Nation” has been ex,
pelled from the rooms of Conciliation
Hall, and the quarrel stands little cnance
of ever heing eemented again.

We stated two months ago that the ac-
cession of tne Whigs would dismember
the Repealers. It has done so. The
most earnest and enthusiastic of that
body—in short, the Young Irelanders—
well knew that the return of the Whigs
10 power would act asa wet blanket
on the pepular movement. O'Counell,
for years past, has been the private friend
and the boon companion ef most of the
Whig leaders, while to the Tory party,
—certainly to the prominent members of
it,—he was always personally obnoxious.
Talk as public men will before the world,
private sympathies and_partialities are
not without their infiuence on puhlic con-
duet. Q’Connpell could make betier terms
with the Whigs, although it was his cue
to abuse thein frequenily ; he knew their
private feelings, aud was more closely
identified. with heir,, polisical, views,
impaired, his- popularity jeopardised by
an open ropture with the mostable and
earnest of his auxifiaries—the Youpe
Irelanders. $5 o
. The . Young Irelanders have submite

-pracure the repeal of an -Act of Parlia-

chief food of the poar, the price of grain |

on account of their politics during the
administration of Sir Robert Peel, are to_
be restored. This is highly politic, and.
what is more, a judicious step. Already

re-invested with the commission.. The
papers publish a correspondence between
the Irish Lord Chancellor and.Mzs. O
Connell on the subject,in which the Jatter.
after expressing his willingness to accept
the magistracy .for Kerry again, declares,
at the same iime, that he ought never to
bave been deprived of it for seeking to

ment by means perfectly legal and peace-
ful—an opinion in the justice of which
most persons_ will agree.

* The redoubtable Captain Warner is
before the public again, in connexion with
his secret of blowing up vessels at the
distance of several miles, While in op-
position, the aspirants {or power promise
much,—more than they find it prudent to
perform when in office,—and it would
seem that the Whigs are now compelled
to give the captaio’s “long range” a
trial. Another candidate, also, the cele-
brated Lord Cochrane, now Earl of Dun-
donald, is in the field for destroying man-
kind by the most wholesale and =peedy
process, and bis invention, like that of
the redoubiable Warner, is to be experi-
mented on by the Governments officers;
who will then say “ Yes” or “ No” 1a
the proposition.

FOREIGN.
- We give in_our paper to-day. the new
tariff of the Papal States—a document
which will be perused with much inter-
est, less on account of- its commercial re-
sults, than as an indication of the new
and enlightened policy by which in future
the Vatican will ‘be guided. The new
Poouffis an enlightened man—a refor-.
mer in commerce as in politics—and he
has shown the kindliness of his nature oy
an amnesty, which releases hundreds ot
prisoners, who had been confined for pe-
litical. offences, from jail, and restores

policy is too liberal for the narrow-minded
jealonsy of Austria ; and even in defisnce
of the remonstrances of that power, it 1s
believed that the new Pope will complete
the good work he has begun by extending
the musicipal and other rights of his sub«
jecis. Private Jetters from Rome spoak
in high terms of his popularity, and of his
liberal views.

The French elections have terminated,
and greai has been the success of the
Guizot ministry. Its majority in the new
shamber is expected to be 100, and may

possibly reach 110 votes. This says
1 much for the popularity of the pacific
much for the prosperity and content which
now HLappily reigns throughout France.
;‘ will go'a long way to establish more
irmly the dyaasty of Louis Phillippe,

Mr O'Connel! and Lord French have been |-

them to .their families and friend. His

eoormous quantity of railway bills which
have passed through' Parliament during.

the present session, involving an outlay
which must, in.the nature.of things, af- ..
fect the currency of the country. A list
has been recently published, from a par-
liamentary document, of ihe amount of
shares held by the leading capitakists
in various. parts of the .country. The,
merchants of ~ Liverpool, who have
always been. foremost in the pron?btion
of -railway - undertakings, figure conspi-
cuously in this document.

The Cotton. market has been in a qui-.
escent state. In the manufaciuring dis—
tricts business is the reverse ot satisfac-
tory, and some of the mills in Blackbuin
have alyeady ,commenced working short
time. The news which arrived recentiy
from the United States respecting the
tariff. having passed the Senate, will,
there is every reason to helieve, give a,
new fillip to trade.

The works on the Holyhead line of rail-
way are progressing most rapidly. Near-
ly 13,000 men are daily employed. When
finished it will form one continuous line
of railway from London and Liverpool.
Holyhead will then be established as the
great packet station of England, at which
place the Irish, the Ameriean, and most.
probably the West India Mail Steam
Ships will arrive at and depart from.

PARLIAMENTARY.

The parliamentary business of the session is
rapidly drawing to a close. London is all bat
deserted by the great world. The ecmmence-
ment of grouse shooting on Wednesday last,
nearly completed the desertion; and the few
siregglers about S'. Stephen’s hardly auffice to
wind up, with becoming dignity and grace,
the fag-end of one of the most extraordinary
sessions on record,

The Whig Miristers must sigh for the ter-
minazion of their laboure. Unexpectedly called
to power, they have been groping in the dark,
as it were, since the retirement of Peel. Their .
plans have been necessarily crude, and obnox~
tous to the charge of bungling; and not know-
ing exactly how much to ask previous to the
recess, they have determined te ask enough,
and take as much as they can get.  For in-
stance, they prayed for the renewal of the act .
for the branding of arms in Ireland, and urged

it was regarded in the light of a new Coercion
Bill, they were content to solicit its continu«

sede it by a more comprehensive and satisfac-
tory measure.
dissatisfaction in and out of the house,thatLord
John Rossell has since withdrawn it.

The Sugar question, which threatened at
one time to knock the new ministry on the
head, hasbeen got rid of with amazing alacrity,
The protectionists, dispirited by recent failures,
have given way, and the bill has been twice
read without a division ju the hereditary

while Lords Brougham and Dezman indulged
in the harmless folly of placing their opinions
on the journals of the house in the shape of a

now an old man, who cannot, in the
course of nature, last much longer. He

ted to_their expulsion from the Repeal
Association with a quiet resignation that
contrasts amusingly with their previous
raoting. A spark, it might be supposed
would have caused such inflammable gen-
tlemen to explode. But discretion is the

has played"his cards cleverly—established
his power firmly, so that the republicans
on the one hand, the Legitimates on
the other, will have. their work carved
out to shake his throne. But the Frencl
are  proverbially a fickle people; and

bettel"_ part of valour ; and it now appears
that instead of setting up in business on
their own accountin the agitation line,—
for 1t was rumoured they kad taken the
Abbdey-street Theatre, in Dublin, 1o hold

weekly meetings in, in opposition to
i

those of Conciliation Hall,—they have,

in vulgar parlance “ drawn in their
horns." '

At a weekly meeting of the Repeal

Association, on Monday, a long leter
was read from Mr. Swith O'Brien, the
principal feature of which. was the ex-
pressicn of his admiration of the visour
and abitity, of 1he * Nation” newspaper
and his annoyance at the unfairness with
which it had been treated in being ex-
pelied from the association. My, O’Bri-
en adhered, in this letter, to his physical
farce Views. * He could not agree that
the Irish people hal for ever foresworn
the use of ihe sword as the final vindjea-
tor of their national liberties,” = M. 0’-
Connell’s spe€ch, in reply, showed how
the breach had been widened with his
quondam coileague ; he implored him to
throw ‘away his * sword,” aqd declared
that he never ‘could act wiih him se long
as he entertained his present views, [t
Is palpable that the co}d and studied po-
liteness belweeq the aciual and the pros-
pective leader of the Jrish people, con.
ceais feelings beneath it which n'e;'ther
party would like 10 avow.  Bur 03Coq- |
nell bas his opponeats ** on he, hip,” and
be seems every way disposed 10 use
them up.” :

Amongst the proofs which the pew
Go_vemment 1S Ziving of its wish 10 cope-
ciliate the Irish people; may be mention-
ed the fact that the Repeal magistrates
who were deprived of thejr comrxl:issious:

when rtheir present popular ruler has
been called to his great account, they
may possioly remember, with vexation
that they are not free agents, inasmuch
as he was the only Monarch- who had the
. iemerily to make the French metropolis
one huge barracks—1o surround it with
[ lorces, presenting to them the pleasing
alternative of accepting his successor, or
be riddled with grape-shot—a pleasapt
predicament for a spirited people. :

COMMERCIAL.

The state of the weather during the
last fortnight has given the greatest un-
easiness to the people of this country —
more particularly to those engaged in
agriculture., There have beenafr:queu!
thunder'storms, with copious falls of rain
which have ser.ously injured the crops.
The son at times has been orilliant; and
preceding the storms, the warm1h ripen-
ed' prematurely the produce of the fields,
which it was ‘found necessary to cut
without delay. Any statement of the
average produce must, of necessity, be
mere guess work, but there is great rea.
son 1o ap prehend that in various parts of
the kiogdom irreparable damage has beeq
done to the grain. " In the course of anon
ther forinight, however, the harves: wil|
have been completely gathered, and then

| @ more definite result can be arrived- at,

The Money market is easy, and, for
legitimate basiness, cash eap be” had on
easy terms. The hall'-yearly meetings.
of some of the great railway compauigs
are being held,and the accounts which the
directors give of thejr position aund their
prospects, are, upon the whole, favoura-
ble. But it is hardly recessary to say

! that some uneasiness prevails as to the

‘“protest.” All this shews the lethargy—the
absence of « pluck,” which a combination of
causes hes been instrumental in “producing.
On Monday night the House of Lords read for
the third time, and passed the Bugar Bill'

Parliament is expezted to rige about the 23th
—certainly befors the sailing of the next steam-
er. A variety of miner business has been dispo-
sed of, and the House of Commons is making
double tides~work g early in the day, aad
late in the evening, : ¥

.The destitution in Ireland, coneequent on the
(‘axlnre of the potatoe crop, occupied the atter-
tion of the House of Commons on Monduy.
Lord John Russell made known the intentions
of the Government. It seems that £852 481
has been expended on the relief of the Irish
lust year, of which £494,851 wss either repaid
or will be repaid. To the principle of making
the executive the corn merchant of the Irish
nation Lord John Russell is opposed. But a8
provisio
parental government, a sam of money is to be
advanced {rom the consolidated fand for the
employmenl of the people on public works un-
der the inspection of the goverument official,
and the sums so advanced are 1o be repaid 1n
ten years, at the rate of 3 1.9 per cent, the
lowest rate of interest,Lord John Russel] states,
ever taken for works of this kind. - A power is
to be invested in the Lord Lieutenant to sum-
mon courty eessions in districts where the poor
require employment, .and  where public works
of wiility are to be underteken. Thig proposi=
tion met with general approbation.

—————

Thcfallqwing is the Report of the Select
Comml{tee of the House of Commons upon
the subject of the North American Meil 1
Contract :—

. ““ The select committee appointed to inquire
nto ‘lhe circumstances connected with the
grantiog of the present contract for the cor-
veyance of the mails from England to Halifax
and Boston, and also: into the circumstancesd
counested with the granting of any new or the
extension of the existing contraet tor the same
purpose, have considered the severa| matters
to them referred, and have agreed to the fol-
lowing report:—

f ‘“That your committee have inquired into
lae circumstances connected with the granting
of the present contract for the conveyance of
mails from England to Halifax and Boston, as
well as other matters referred to them, and ara .

it3 extension over two years; but finding that -

ence until May next, on the promise to super- .

But the subject gave sc much .

atrong —in lalli,b'ﬁt‘ﬂéchr;eﬂ'focﬂfv'i}fe"tsz'ﬁzlne:; g

against famine ig the first duty of .
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