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2and the tubers may then be planted at
the usual time.  Thus from one tuber
three sets for a crop may be obtained.
This plao is not likely o succeed with
all sorts of potatoes, and probably not
with ash-leaved kidoeys and othersof a
like-pature : but it is worth trying where
1t is possible when seed is scarce. I will
report to you.in the month of March the
progress of my ex%erimgnls.
ours truly,
PORTMAN.

“?ﬁuiteh States News.

'MFSSAGE FROM THE = PRESI:
DENT. ,
“T'o the Senate of the United States:

In answer to the enquiry of the Senate,
- sontained in their resolution of the 17ih
inst,, whether, in my “judgement, any
“eircumstances connected with or growing
" out of the foreign relations of this coun-
tfy, require ai this time an increase of the
" naval or military force,” and if so,
* what those circumstances are,” I have
to express the opinion that a wise pre-

* caution demands sucn increase.
. In my annual message of the 2d of De-
. eember last, I recomuwended to the favor-
able considerationsof Conyress an in-
* erease of our naval force, especially of
“ our steam navy, and the raising of an
~adequate military force to guard anvd pro-
. tectu such of our citizens as might think
proper to_emigrate to Oregon. Since
that period, I have seen no cause 0 re-
+ call ‘or modify these recommendations.
On the contrary, reasons exist which, in
my judgment, repder it preper not only

‘“that they should be promp:ly carried into |

effect but that additignal provisien should
be made for the public defence.
The consideration of such additional
‘provision was brought before the appro-
' priate commitiees of the two houses of
‘Congress, in_answer to calls made by
them, in reports, prepared, with my
sanction, by the Secretary of war and
the Secretary of the Navy, on the 20th
of December and the 8th of January last ;
a mode of communicaiion with Congress
not unusual, and, under existing circum-
stances, believed to be the most eligible.
‘Subsequent events have confirmed me
in the opinion that the recommendations
Were proper and precautionary ineasures.
It was a wise maxim of the Father or
his country, that ** 1o be prepared for war
is one of the most eflicient means of pre-
3 sq:yin% peace ;" and that “ avoiding ex-
-; pense by coliivatling peace,” we should
- “remember, also, that timely ‘disburse-
" ‘ments 1o prepare for danger Irequently
prevent muci gieater disbursemenis to
:epel it.” The general obligation to pers
- form. this duiy is greatly sirengthened by
facts known 1o the whole world.
. eontroversy respecting the Oregon terri-
¢ “tory ‘now exi<ts between the United
'+ States and Grea( Britain ; and while, as
““Uur as wé know, the relations of the lattes
" with all European nations are of the mos:
:’ “pacific character, she is making unusual
-and ‘extraordinary armaments and war-
«like’ preparations, naval and wilitary,
both at home aud in fier North American
_possessions,
It cannot be disguised that, however
‘sincere may be the desire of peace, in
“the event of a ropture those instraments
and preparations would be used against
wur country.  Whatever may have been
thé-originaf purpose of these preparations
the fact is undoubted that they are now
proceeding, in part, at leasy, with 3 view
10 the contingent possibility of a war
with the United States. The genera!
“ policy of making additional warlike pre-
parations was distinctly announced in
the speech from the throne, as late as Ja-
uuary last, and has since heen reiterated
by the ministers of the crown in. both
houses of Parliamen:. Under this as-
peet of eur relations with Great Britain,
- I cannor doubt the propriety ofincreasing
our meauns of defence both by land and
sea. This ean give Great Britain no
cxuse of offence, nor incrcase (he danger
“of a rupture. If, on 1tbe contrary we
should lold our arms in security, and at
last te suddenly involved iv hostilities
Jor the maintainance of our just righs,
without any adequate preparalion, our
respoasibiliy to the country would be of
the gravest character. Should collision
Letween the (wo countries be avoided, as
" I'siocerely trost it raay be, the sdditivnal
.charge upan the treasury. in makiog the
" mecessacy preparations, will not be lost;
wihile, in the event of such a collision,
they would be indispensabic for the
* ¢ ¥oajutaiaance of our natiopal rights and
natisnal honor.

... Tbe state of oor relations with Mexico
yd8 8l ie an unsettled condition. Since
1lie weeiisg of Congress anoiher revoiu-
“tion has saken place in ibat couniry by
grhich the goveromenr bas passed into

.ice guve way ap

the hands of new rolers. This event
has procrastivated, and may possibly
defeat, the settlement of the differences
between the United Statesand that coun-
try. The minister of the United States
to Mexico, at the date of the last advices,
had not been received by the existing au-
thorities. Demonstrations of a character
hostile to the United States continue o
be made in Mexico, which has rendered
it proper, in my judgment, to keep near-
ly two-thirds of our army on our South-
western frontier. In doing this, many of
the regular military posts have been re-
duced to a small force, inadequate to
their defence, should an emezgeney arise.

‘In view of these *‘circumstances,” it
is mv * judgment” nat** an increase of
our naval and militaryforce;is at ihis
iime required,” to place ‘the country in a
suizable state of defence. At the same
time, it is my settled purpose 1o pursue
such a course of policy as may be hest
calculated to preserve, both with Great
Btitain and Mexico, an honorable peace ;
which nothing will. so effectually pro-
mote as unadimity in our councils, and a
firm main:aisance of all our just rights.

i FAMES K. POLK.
Wasington, March 25, 1846%

Bangor Democrat, March 31.

Great Freshet on the Penobscot.—The
breaking up of the ice in onr river has
caused the greatest disasters by fluod
ever experienced on the Penobscot.
The loss by the destruction of property
and the derangement of business, which
will fall principally upon the citizens of
Bangor, will be very great and cannot
now be estimated with any degree ol ac-
caracy.

Early last week thetives abose us be-
gan to swell and the ice to'break up. In
the great saw mill region, Oldtown; Mil-
ford, Great Works and Orono the danger
first appeared, the ice from the first mep-
tioned place starting down and forming a
dam just below the latier, causing the
water to flow backward and rise 1o a
most unusual and dangerous height.
The bridge at Milford was carried away,
but all the mills above Orono remain and
without material injury as for asis yet
known. A remarkable escape consider-
ing the danger.

At Orono the large and valuable block,
over 400 feet long and 60 wide, known
as the Basin Mills, was floated off on
Friday night.—This immeuse building
ook 1ts departure down river in all its
original greatness, without being broken
or apparently injured, until it reached
Edding:on Bend, two or thrée miles be-
low; where a part of it still remains, and
the balance is now, perhaps, floating in
the ecean in smal] pieces. The rivef
mills were mueh injbreditalséithe Still-
water Canal, 1wo Jotks of which wére
nearly destroyed. &

Saturday morning the icecame down
from between Oldiown. and Matiawam-
keag, some filiy miles, passed harnilessly
by he Mill District, Oldtown, &c., star-
ted the great jam below Orono, and
sweeping away the mills, (22 saws) at
the Corporation, four miles above Ban-
gor, formed another jam at.and above
the city, causing the water t1p overflow
the banks of the river. Several (amilies
were expelled from their homes above
us, and their houses were ‘submerged
and much injured by the water. Seve-
ral small bridges were carried away.

Up 1o Eriday night, there were no ap-
pearances here betokeaing an, unusual
treshet.—Satorday morning the aspect of
things had materially changed ; the water
had overflowed the wharves penetrated
to the cellarsin the lower part of the
city, and destroyed the upper bridge over
1be Kenduskeag. _

Saturday night a-part obif .she jam
wmovyd down, and in a few'minutes the
whele lower part of the city ‘was inunda-
ted, the water haviog risen ten feet ia as
many minotes. All day Sunday, the
water was {rom 4 10 12 feet in the princi-
pal business sireels, being 15 feet deep
on the wharves the East side of Broad
sireet. The water. came up within a
foot of the second stor 7 of tlie stores on
West Market square, (1.¢ same in Wall
street, on Broad street it was still higher,
the post office was seven or ¢ ight feet un-
der water, the great block in which itis
kept was in the same state. P tchange
street and City point were flooded ' the
tawme manner, and at the eptrapes 10
our office’ the water wag six feet decD
on the side walk.. A} day boats were
plying between the differen: points, and
1J¢, slotes  Were entered - throngh (he
windows of the second. st 8
daylight dissp (R dnat 8

, pc“é“}’ in ihe evening the

i * >

water fell abour mz 'g:rf,ea;?”ﬁf" o
§ % e gext

morning at dﬂ)‘h"hl_(bﬂ. & !

10 be’  much of 3 iresher R0 gpes

DA wg v

Yesterday morning a mosi:
' ‘melan .
speciacle met our yview. " -R'.':ﬁtﬁf

"
S

.

were blocked up with various descrip-
tions of lumber, huge boulders of ice,
store houses moved from their founda-
tions, and various kinds of wrecks.—
While we are wriling there are perhaps
twenty rafts of hoards in Main street,
they extend np to the Hatch house where
they were floated.—Broad street is im«
passable, there being piles of lumber
there twenty feet high, timber strewn in
every direction, crushed buildings and
immense blocks of iee.

The Penobscot bridge and the two up-
per bridges over the Kendusdeag are
gone, and the lower Kenduskeag bridge
is much injured and rendered impassable
the footways on each side and the mid-
dle part of it have been carried away.
The Market, house was floated off, and
is pow standing near the old Penobscot
ferry.» Twa or three other small boil-
dings were swept off and others were
started from their foundations and dama-
ged. The old Carr store on the point
has gone down river.

Several new vessels on the stocks at
.Baungor and Brewer, partially built, were
knocked off, but none were carried away
althougo removed several rods from their
first position.

By estimation, there was half a million
dollars worth of lumber on our wharves,
and the banks of the rivers, a considera-
ble portion of which has been lost ; but
what proportion it is impossible to de-
termine. This loss will be severely felt.

In the lower paris of the city many
families were driven from their houses
leaving behind them much of their furni-
ture, and in some instznces barely esca-
ping with their lives.

While many of the traders removed
their goeds 1o the upper stories of the
buildings, others did not take these pre-
cautions—goods to a large amount have
therefore Leen destroyed or injured,” and
all regular business must be suspended
for some days. Everything is in a state
,of confusion and derangement.

-We hear that pretty much a clean
sweep of all the wharves was made at
Hampden. The mills stand above us at
the Kenduskeag, but the bridge at six
mile falls. we learn is gone. Other small
bridges about ns have been carried away,
and. the travelling must be very difficult,
il the roads are not impracticable for car-
1iages.

A large number ot our citizens suffer
toa greateror less extent, some are in-
Jured 1o the whole amount of their pro-
perty, but whether personal sufferers or
not, all feel it to be a common calamity,
During the seventeen years of our resi-
dence, we have never seen a gloom so
deep and universal] pervading this place.

At 3 o‘clock on Sunlay morning, by
the enterprise of individuals, ferry boats
were puton 1o the Kenduskeag, 10 run
from "the foot of Hammond street to
East Market Square. The toll was 9d
;)m;! daylight when it was reduced one
half.

It was a profitable business while the
water was filteen feei above the bridge,
butat dark the business terminated for
want of water,

New Yo:; Sun, March 28,

Epidemic.—Although medical schools
are springing up at the West, and many
clever graduates matsiculate, yet they
want enterprise, a bold industrious perse~
vering inquiry into the nature of epede-
mies prevailing in the west, and the best
modes of cure. Henry Wilder, of Green-
ville, Floyd county, Ia., died in Februa-
ry alter an illness of only a few hours.
Several other persons have Jied there
and in the neighboring towns, of a dis-
ease the most fearful and appalling. A
paper published: in Floyd county, says
physicitns have no knowledge of 1he dis-
ease, and stand horror stricken, to wit-
ness their patients strock down in a mo-
ment and hurried to the tomb. History
gives no account of so fatal a malady.
In all cases persons attacked have di-
ed. The first symptoms are chilliness,
severe vomiting, paroxysm, eongestion
of the brain followed “immediately by
death. Young physicians should forth.
with repair to the seat of danger, waioh
the. disease, experiment upon cures,
trace out the causes and prepare notes g
1o the remedies. This would be giving
force and efficiency to their sttdy of me.
dicine.

————

Tolonial News.

"New Brunswiclr,

Feu dericton Loyalist, April 2.
ing Up of the' Saint John River.—We
bave this week 10 record one of the most
calamitous eveqrs that bas perhaps, ever

i loss,

Gr;;l Desty uction flf P!o,rcrly.— ]]r(qk.*

occurred on this river; so far as the des-
truction of property is concerned. On Sa-
turday and Sunday last, the water in
the river rose to an unasual height, ew-
ing 0 the previous thaw, whieh had con~
tinued for several days without interrup-
tion, vntil the snow which was. of an
unusual depth, had almost: entirely dis-
appeared from oft the face of the country.
From information received from the
upper country it appears that the ice had
run down as far as the French. Village,
situate about 12 miles above this City,
where it jammed across from shore 1o
shore; the water, as a natural conse-
quence rose above the jam 10 a fearful
‘height carrying with it almost every
building within its reach. Almost all
the barns situate on the low lands in that
vacinily are swept away, with a pum=
ber ol dwelling houses ; besides a great
number of horses, cattle, and sheep. All
the bridges of any consequence  between
this city and Woodstock, wiih the excep*
tion of those over Eel River, and Sulli-
van's Creek are entirely destroyed, of
carried away and croshed to pieces,
amidst the immense mountains of ice
that form the different ice-jams below.
We are unable, owing to the want ot {
information, to lay before our readers the
amount of damage done; but we fear
that a fearful 1ale yet remains to be told:
We have heard of no more than the loss
o two lives up to this date, but we fear
that many others yet remaio to be re*
corded. Since Sunday last, the exeite
ment in this city has been very greal
and very many families have reino¥e!
out of town to the high lands in this Vicl*
nity. The jam above, up to this time
remains stationary, and it seems 10
the general opinion of those who have
visited the scene, that it will ygm"z
there, until melied away. The “hnt
below the jam have suffered the grentes
The hon. Col. Shore, the proprie:
tor of Shore’s Island, the uppermost, *
believe, of the group, has sustained a Y&
ry severe loss, amounting as we are "L
formed 10 £1000 ; foriunately, bis dWe
ling house is built of stone, and has 8!
the shock; but the barns, of a very '";
perior description, have been “"P(
away, containing 3 horses, 1 dind
cattle, and 50 sheep, besides hay @
grain. This we look upoa as not on ;
private but a public foss ; as the de“:g:
tion of Stock destroyed was very supP

or.
Sugar Island, the next below lPP:u":;
to have suffered most severely; \bat

was the force of the ice and waieh .
it carried belore it every building 09
island, together with cautle, horse®
stacks of hay, &ec. &c. which are enutc;
ly swept awayv and buried beneath of
ponderous masses below. The famity f
Mr. F. Goodine remained on ihe Jsian
until Sunday, when they were n“bn‘
from their perilons situation by 1he o
very of sume individuals {rom the “;w“,,
land, who at the imminent risk of ‘bﬂ”
own lives, succeeded in rescuin :'
from a walery grave; some membe

the family were almost exhaustet®
exposure, and wani of sustenances s

As near as we can gscerlain ﬂl’d’w
of 100 buildings haye been destroy€ =g
sides an amount of other P‘:lpg
which it is impossible at prese st
any c::uimale.p Tuoesday nflcm“"( 5'“-
the ice moved slowly down !'bormli
tance, having broken off from D€ Gig,
body at Goverment House, from Pick~
place down to the store of Th"m‘i'w this
ard, Eeq., the River, while we WF 10 the
article, is perfectly open. Owi
change of the weather, since
having turoed cold, it is generd the.
that Fredericton will escapé '.il?" vs
which must inevitably have ".,ur"‘

bad the 1haw continued. - in*
now rapidly decreasing, an further ’
clined to the belief that no "‘l : t‘-
mage of any consequence what

however, it 1s impossible 10 ':"‘ g be
few days may bring forth, onday

reather again turn soft. OB S0 pie
last the authorities desp_alcrxedn' stal”
ces of artillery up the I'.n'en-‘w b;..C_l-;
! oned at equal distances b'?‘“""c F. m:.
{and the jam, for the purpos !
warning 10 the inhabitants A
jam break. b bnt
Since writing the above ‘“Mn’lfb
run down as far as the mouth ‘}W‘ goios
walk where up to the ime o
10 press it remains. I 28
Woodsiock Telegraph “"‘b 1 1be

. nu
The ice in the Main B'"(')n" pnd!:.
Creek cleared out yesterday: ~o “pgt W©
was considered to be in ;:rat is 0O ot
are pleased to think that! L ensian:
casion for any further apige pakick:
The Bride across the 1;":;‘::”" il A

the. neighbourbood ©f
about n"fx miles from bere

away by the ice.




