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danger its existence. There 1s siill
much speculation afloat on the subject;
for, in truth, it is one respecting which
the tendency to gossip is almost irresisti- |
ble.. We still incline to the belief that
the Peers will pass the Bill, but it would
be useless to conceal the fact that much
apprehension exists respecting its ulti-
mate fate. “ Betwixt the cup and the
Jip”—the proverb is somewhat musty.
It is undeniable, nevertheless, that a

on the pecuniary .interest of every man
’n this ¢ouniry, and many out of it, is not
raised, by its importance, above the vicis-
situdes that attend upon more ordinary
matters.

Railway speculation is the evil genius
—the curseof the age, It'haunts mem-
bers of Parliament and holders of serip;
follows them like their shadow, oppres-
ses their.dreams: io sleeping, and mad-
dens their brains awake. It is a mon-
ster 100 unwieldy to ¢ope with, too strong
10 be put down. It bas absorbed the
finances of the country, and ruined men
who were as rtich as Creesus. Sir Ro-
bert Peel cowers in its presence, and ta-
citly acknowledges himsel{ paralysed by
its power. Projects the most visionary,
schemes the most futile have been divised
1o keep it within bounds. Someurge the
Governmént to buy up at once all the
couniry it gird-ironed, and work them-for
the national benefit, the proceeds from
which, they say would pay off the nation-
al debt. But the difficalty is not with the
completed but the projected lines ; and the
pressure has become so intolerable, lh_at
the multitadinous parliamentary commit-
tees have suspended iheir labours. © They
could go ro longer—they broke down en
smasse. The unfortunates who compose
these commitrees are to be pitied ; they
are the ghosts of speculation visiting the
glimpses of the rail in pesturbed agony,
without an aim or an o6bject. ~ But they
are to have a respite unul the 27th, and
may, in the mcantime, get into flesh.
Tt is an extraordinary fact that the mio-
ment a raiiway company oliains an act,
its shares become valueless.  Extraciing
sunbeams {rom cucumbers is not a grea-
ter physical impossibillity at the present
momeni than raising funds from thie bol-
ders in most of ephemeral speculations
of the day;and Parliament seeing its
ume thus wasted 10 no purpose, seems
bent upen throwing up its functioans in
disgust. A bill is 1o be introdhced after
thie recess, toenable a majority of tlie
shareholders in serip compaunies 10 insist §
upon the directors winding up their af-
fairs and dividing their funds- -a pleasaat
o?:raiiun, provided there are funds to di-,
vide.

i
great'national question, which bears up- !
|
1

FOREIGN.

The latest accounts from Spain show
that General Narvaez's administration
was at an end. It wasrent asunder by
the discovery of an antrigue, on the part
of Christina and the Patriarch of the In-
dies, 1o supersede Narvaez in favour of
the intriguing woman’s lateést favourites
—ithe Baron de Meer and the Marquis
de Viluma. Solowis the moral toge of
Spanish society, that even the highest
personages in the nation seem to have
Jost all respect for the ordinary courtesies
of life, As regards Narvaez himself,
any ‘change must be for the better. If
Spain can produce a worse minister, it
is the only couutry in the world which
can.

The recent trial in France, arising out
of a duel between two literary men, in
which one of them, the priocipal preprie-
tar of the Paris Presse, was killed, has
excited some atiention on this side of
the channel from the conclusion at which
the court arrived. . The defendant was
acqujtied ; but thie court subjected him,
nevertheless, to pay 20,000 francs 1o the
wother of the deceased, and also the ex-

pense of the prosecution. Such a fine
will be more effective in abolishing an
appeal 1o arws, arising out of private |
quarrels, than any legislative enact-
ments, however siringent. If a
challeozed

cently the Austrian commander in Ttaly
was-obliged tosend for a reinforcement of
seven regiments. The Papal Siates are
amongst the. worst specimens of social
government in Europe.

It will be seen by reference to the pro-
ceediogs in the French Chambers, 1hat

the Government are taking every pre-|

caution to keep their navy in the best
order, and up to the mark as regards
strength. The naval preparations in
Eongland are calculated to keep slive the
jealousy of other powers; and France,
above all countries, from the tempera-
ment of the people, and their proximity
o our shores, always sleeps—it we may
use the orientalism, with one eye opean.
The Cape of Good Hope papers, which
come down to-the middle of February,
state that the Kafirs meditated un ai-
tack upon Graham's Fown. The Go-
verpor had taken .the requisite, precauti-
ons to repel the attack, and the colonists,
alarmed by the rumours of ‘impending
hostilities, had put- themselves in an-ati-
tode,  Batthe probability. was that .the
aftair would end withous blows, N

COMMERCIAL.

Since we last addressed our readers,
“commereial matters wear an improved
aspect, Affairs are still sofficiently
bad ; but, comparatively speaking, not
50 ‘much so as they were a week
ago. The decision of Parltament res-
-pecting- the pending rai'way bills will
speedily bring into circulation large
‘quantities of capital that have been with-
«drawa from the ordinary channels of
trade. \We are, too, in the spring sea-
‘son, with sunshine and a balmy atmos-
phere. Physical causes always exeftise
their influence in raising or depressing
the animal spirits ; and a clopded sky has
always heen found inimical to business.
In our changeable climate these causes
must be taken for what they are worth
—necessarily transitive, and often illu-
sory.

The Tariff, like Mahomet's coffin, is
suspended in mid-air, between the high-
er'and the lower powers ; but bendiug its
fate, more advantage is being taken ol
the Treasury order for liberating goods
from bond oun payment of the reduced
duties. During the present week the re-
ceipis at the Castom-House have been
large—-a tolerable proof that the Com-
mercial world think the Tariff will ulti-
mately find its way to the statue-book,

Fo various parts of the covniry large
nambers of. operatives have struck for
an advance of wages. The masters and
the men ave thus atloggerheads. Neith-
er will give way, and the retail trade in
many branches has been seriously inju-
red by the capital thus withdrawa {rom
the uswal channels of circulation. But
this evil cannet, in the nature of things

. o2
be enduring.

The revenue returns to the 5:h of
April exhibit some curious results. This
is the end of the financical year. The

quarter’s revenue, owing to. the general
stagnation of trade shows a deficiency in
the customs of nearly half a million, in
the excise of more than a quarter of a
million. - The year's deficiency in ihe
customs amounts to nearly two millions
acd a half, and vpwards of £300,000 'in
the excise. But the stamps have increa-
sed £400,000, the Post-office £90,000.
The total ordinary revenue leaves & de-
crease of something more than two mil-
lions, " The most gratifying feature in
the return is'the continued increase in the
Post-office.. Thus far the penny postage
has worked admirably. The humbler
classes, especially, have not been slow
tu take advantage of its oconomy, . In
the poorer districts of London, and most
of the large towns, the increase of letiers
has exceeded those of the more business
and arstocratic districts. Nevertheless
thanks to the [ncome Tax, thére is {
clear surplus of two millions and a half
above the expenditure. The falling off

1 on the year’s income is to be attributed

(o the remission of taxalion during the
previous year. Since the last budger,

a pariy | taxes to tlie extent of three millions and
_ ‘o .mortal combat insisted, | a quarter have been taken off arlicles
before ** going out,” that his amazuﬁ;sz(

which entered largely into the consump-

should settle an annuity on. his family | tion of the manulacturers aund the buasi-

1u the event of his fall, an eflecival stop
would be put to such butchery, 1o such
madness. The idea is worthy of beng
enteriained. [tsavourssomewhat of the
ladicrous in souns, but it is less absurd,

tional beings soliciting sell destruction
for some paltry pique in, the heat of bl

et g ——

ness classes.
FOREIGN NEWS.

AvstRiA.—Lemberg, March 13.— At

A g ; A i seven a’clock this morning, Whesezn
and ipfinitely less criminal, thao wwo ra=| .. ¢ Pra ik R 5 ‘: NIRERIYD-
) { kvandEL Dembosski, the leaders of ihe

late insurrection, were brought into this

: | town in chains. "The former is sqi¢
Such'a demand would have a very ceol={ 1 .1 s 1.3k k . 18.831d 1o
ffa '! pave headed the attack on the troops at
ing : d S 4 8.
ng effeci. ‘ Narial, on ihe night of the 215t of Fe.
Ialy ¢ is “still troubled.. * Austrian | bruary, when tWo cadets were killed and
! ¢

bayonets keep the -people quiet, it is
possible to tell wlien the flame, wii
has been so long smouldéring, may burst
Jut. A few ‘days back, at Milan, seve-

akseqtivels were assassipated, and re--

two_privates Wounded." The Goavern-

| ment bad sei @ price of a thousand florins

o each of these leaders heads. The re.
ward 1o the case of Wesezaivoki falls 1o
the lot of two countrymen, who discover

! we must be pre

ed him lying upoo a haystack, and deli-
vered him on suspiciou to the district au-
thorities. He was disguised in a priest’s
garment, had cut off his whiskers and
mustachios, and shaved his head behind.
He said his name was Lepzeaski, and
that he had fled out of Poland for the
purpose of escaping persecution on ac-
count of his religion. It is expected that
the capture of these chiefs will lead 10
important revelations with regard to the
whole conspiracy.

GREECE,— Athens, March 21.—Ex-
tract of a letter from a recent traveller:
—*T am heartily sick of Greece, of clas-
sic Greece, as it is_called—and long to
embrace once more the white cliffs of
honest old Albion. It will not be King
Qtho’s fault, if the Hel-enic land don’t
go headlong to a place which never ought
to_be mentioned to ears polite. Never
was a blind besotied Bavarian so grossly
ignorant of his present position, or so to-
tally unacquainted with the duties of a
constitutional sovereign. In short, his
Majesty isa mere puppetin the hands
ol rapacious and venal ministers, deeply
idemified with French princples, and en-
gaged, for reasons they best know why,
in forwarding French interests, Never
in modern days were known such crael-
ties and atrocities as are committed. in
this couniry. Hot eggs are placed under
the armpits of women, and men are

+oasted alive on wooden spits to induce

them to divolge the supposed or suspect-
ed repositories of hidden treasure. Al
these unheard of atrocities are permitied
by the government to pass with perfect
impuarty ; so much so, indeed that crime
is now at a premium,
Pirzus is, as you are aware, the regolar
rendezvous for all the foreign vessels of
war employed in Levant station. We
have Russians, Turks, French, and Eng-
lishs  The French use the Pirus as we
do Malta. It is their chief packet stati-
on; it is the head-quarters ol the admiral
commanding in the Levant. The
French Adwmiral at present here is named
Turpin, and is one of the best men I ever
met with, He is, moreover, an excellent
officer, and thoroughly understands his
work. Crapauod, is fast following in the
English wake ; we must look sharp, and
not fall hack. A French ship-of-war is
a very different thing now io what it is
wont to be in the late war, But our
wiseacres at home will not take warn-
ing, or listed to the statement of eye-wit-
nesses and practical men competent 1o
judge of the progress the French are
making in the new school of naval sci-
ence.”

Wilmer and Smith’s European Times,
from April 12 1o April 19,
DOMESTIC.

The state of transition in which we are
placed, pending the uncertainty about the
Corn Bill and the Tariff, fixes public at-
tention upon any circumstance which has
reference 1o the personal feelings of the
House of Peers. The REarl of Essex,
a nobieman, whose sayings and doings
at any ether time would pass unnoticed
dawa the stream of oblivion, has been
makirg himsell an object of engrossing
interest,  From beiog a staunch Protec-
tionist he has become a decided Free-
Trader, the ernest supporter of . the mi-
nisterial policy, and a warm advocate for
the removal of all restrictions on the food
of the peopie. He: announced’ his con-
version at a recent agricultural gather-
ing ; and, with a degree of candour, cre-
ditable to a great landed proprietor,show-
ed the process of reasoning by which his
fears were dispelled and his mind convin-
ced. The same conversions, he inti-
mates, are taking place in the breasts of
eihes nablemen who will have to adjudis
cate on the Uorn-laws in their legislative
capacity. This is something. But the
Fact 1s still-notorious, that Lord Stanley
bas made up his mind to head the assault
on the Minister’s policy. He aspires o
the post ol Premier. "The only man of
commanding talent among the Protec-
tionists, he is at once ambitious and way-
ward. . The impetuosity of his character,
when excited by strong feelings, has al-
ways mastered ‘his judgment ; and he is
now aboui 10 commit himsel{ by unfurl-
ing the sinking banner of protection,  On
dib that the Government have a majority
u‘:yluxms‘fur the second reading in the
Peers,. The battle will be in the com-
mittee, Wwhere proxies are not available
and here Lord Stanley hopes to disfizure
the ministerial bantling, so as to oblite.
rate all features of its parentage, If this
prove the fact, the weasure will he Jost
Peel and his calleagues wi resio ot
a dissolutiun of Parliament wi AT

ment will place the
commerce Qf lh'(-‘r,ounuy for a time in ar-
n‘rul gwrhs. The injury which one able
U.,_;l ‘]lc man can do 10 sociély is incal-
culable.” But while we hope for the best,
pared for the worst, As

The port of the,

to the ultimate triumph of the Free-trade
policy, no one of sane mind in this coun-
try entertains a doubt. It is the feeling
of uncertainty which hangs over the
future that is working so, much mis-
chief,

The otelligence from Treland this week
is painfully distressing, In some parts
of Tipperary. the peasantry, unable any
longer to. resist the, cravings of hunger,
have taken. the cure into their own hands
—plundered the provision shops, broken
into four mills, and helped. themselves.
The town of Clonmel is in a state of
seige. Troops are obliged to escort pro-
visions as they pass throogh the streets,
and the unfortunate creatores, whose
bones are described as protruding through
their skins, are only kept down by the
fear of the bayonet. This is literally rea-
lising what Sir Robert Peel prognostica-
ted some time ago. What effect it will
have in inducing the hereditary legisla-
tures of the country to pass the requisite
measures of relief time will show ; but
the spectacle is so truly horrible that the
blood rups cold in_ narrating the details.

PARLIAMENTARY.

The House of Commons met, after the .
Easter recess, on the evening of Friday,
when the Irish Coercion Bill again formed
the subject of debate. There was, as
usval, a good deal of angry talk on the
part of the Irish members, and the debate
stands adjourned until to-morrow night.
Ail this talk is prior to the debate on the
first reading, and the residue of the week,
it is probable, will be devoted to the same
threadbare  subject. Sir Robert Peel
never commitied a greater mistake thap
introducing such an apple of discord into
the national councils at so inappropriate
a period. The Irish members, in order
to sirangle the bill, seem determined 10
talk against time ; but the measure teems
with s0 many atrocities, that their oppo-
sition has something noble and patriotie
about it,

In the course of the debate, Sir Robert
Peel took credit on behall of the Govern-
meot for having ordered a supply of In-
dian corn and American Oatmeal for Tre-
land, and it was only the fear of interfer- .
ance with private capital and enterprise
thatrestrained them from ordering more.
Government bad no right, he contended,
to vopede the legitimate operations ©
business by competing with the enter-
prise of individuals. But the attention
of Government, by night and by day, had
been given to the melancholy position in.
which the sister country was placed. Sir
James Graham intimated that Govern-
ment bad done ali they could, but that
the landlords of the country had done no- .
thing. However, a further sum. .0
‘money _for the public works would be
voted,

Thus matters stand at present; and,
looking at the present position of affairs
in the House of Commons, it is impossi
ble to say when the long-deferred Tanfl,
will again come before it. .

FOREIGN.

The latest accounts from Spain 80~
nounce a very gratifying fact. Narvaez,
in consequence of his quarrel with Chris*
tina, has been driven out of the country:
He has fled into the South of France, l'ﬂd'
at Bayonne was met by his wife.
liberty of the press has been restored {ﬂd
other outrages on papular freedom, whic
this licentious and unprincipled despot *
perpetrated, are being softened, or. 8
some way atoned for,

COMMERCIAL.

The accounts from the United State%
this week by the Hiliernia, to the begi®:
ing of April, have excited a good Jeal ©
attention. The message of Mr. Polk 1©
Congress is not considered wai-like ; 19°
deed, some of the public writers profess 1
see the best guraniee for the conn‘nuﬂ“
of peace in the expense to whic .
country will be put by arming for a €08™
flict. Seventv miilions of dollars bes
towed upon putting the army and nl'off'
on a footing becoming the emergenty b
the case, would induce every man %%°°
contributed his quota to that “(.ound"‘g
sum to inquire into ils necessily- pat
opinion is prevalent in England ! "
American citizens have a characterisit
horror of direc: taxation, and that ‘h"
proof of this feeling is i0 be found 10 lc‘
refusal of repudiating Siates 10 ‘5" -
their engagements. by what, in ‘belltd‘"

m . 3
of Wat Tyler, would have been ca Jireet

a poll-tax. In Englund, where - of
taxation, owing to the heavy interes o
the national debt, and the enormous =t

penses of the Esecutive Governments er
the rule amongst the middle and UPSD_
classes, such a feeling is l;nha'pl“" o |
known. Like the skinning © _|he lﬂ".
they are used to it, But as this 18 8 100

: othet"
ars 3 nown on the
ury comparatively unk ler that &

side of the Atlantic, no wonc AT
: ' joqs: -

hook with such a bait should be cautioq?

! ly nibbled at.
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