v S

T ‘) op

R -~ E——-

Wheén Vandrest was preparing for the voy-
xge he accidently found the long forgotten
note of the stranger musician. It directed
him to Parig, and 1o Paris he determincd to
proceed, @s all Enrope was alike to one who
knew not & single soul on the wide expanse
of the old world. He arrived there and
found in hie old friend the kind hearted
8wede, who on the death of Pigannini, be-
eane the first violinists in the world—Ole
Ball.

Reuben traversed Furope, going from cap-
ital to caputal, everywhere making ﬁien_ds,
and what was still mere important to him,
money. He allowed h_imse.lf no pleasures,
“only the necessaries of life; and laid up all
his  goins for the one grand object of his
sare—the acquiring of a fortune for Cora.

He rarely heard of her; he knew not but
that her love might change; and sometimes a
sense of the utter wildness of his project
came upon him freezing reality. But intense
love like his, in an otherwise calm and un-
impassioneC nature, acquires & strengih un—
krown to those who are alive to every pas-
-sing impulse; and Reuben’s love,

* By its own energy fulfilled itself.’

Ere the three years had expired he retarned
o America, having realised a competence.
With a beating heart the young musician
stood belore his mistress, told her all his love
and knew that she loved him to. It was very
sweet to h.ar Cora reveal, in the (rankness of
%er true heart, which felt noshame for hav-
ing loved one so worthy, Pow her thoughts
bad continually followed her wandering lover,
und baw every success - of his had been dou-
bly sweet to her. Bu*buman happiness is ne-
ver unmixed with pain; and when Cora lovked
st the altered form of her betrothed, his sunk-
eu and colourless cheeks, and hiy large bright
eyes, a dreadful (ear took possession of her,
and she felt that joy itself might ‘be purchased
with too dear a price. It was so indeed.
Reob.on’s energy hud sustained him, untl
came the reaction of hope [ullilled, and then
big health failed. A long illcess followed,
Bat he had one blessing; his affiaaced wife
was near him; and amidst all her anguish, Co-
wa felt thankful that he had come home first,
and that it was her hand and bher voice which
sow brought comfort to her beloved, and that
she zould pray he might live for her.

And Reuben did Jive.  Love straggled with
death and won the viotery. - In the next year,
in the lovely season of an American Spring,
the musician wedded his betrothed, and took
her .0a sweet country home, such as he had
often: dreampt o' when. he used to sit on
sammer evemings on the house top in New
York looking at the blue sky, and bringing
music from his rude violin. And in Reuben’s
pleasant home there was no relic more trea-
sured than this same violin which bad firet
taught him how much can be done with a
brave heart and a good courage to. try.

Reader the whole of Reuben Vandrest’s
life was influenced by acting. wpto that litle
word, ¢ try!’ Twe old . proverbs—and there is
much-in old proverbs—say * every taing mast
have a beginmiog,” and no man knows what he
can do until hetries.” Now kind reader keep
this in mind; and never whileyou live damp
the energies of yourself or any other person
by this heartless and dangerous sentence, *'Lis
aseless trying.’

From Hogg’s Instructer.
DE W.

Tug beautiful and constantly recurring
phenomenon of dew is one in which we may
nost clearly trace the wisdom and goodness
f a God, who, while ¢ he weasures the wa-
ters in the bollow of his hand,” does not con-
sider the simplest flower he has formed as too
insignificent to be the object of his watchful
cara. In its formation it is analogous to the
moisture which bedews a cold metal, or stone
when we ‘breatheon it, to that which appeacs
ona glass of water fresh from the well in
warin weather, and to that which covers the
inside of @ window when external air hus been
suddenly chilled by rain or heat Tts varied
phenomena are produced by the action of two
general laws—that of the radiation of heat
and that of the condensation of vapour by
cold.. .A large portion of the heatabsorbec
the wearth in the course of the day is ¢
off during the night mio the cuoled air, an
the radiation continues until the ground be-
comes cooler than

reaches what is called the deic-point, which
it soon arrives at if the night be clear and
bright; if the sky be covered with 1ds, the

greater part of the radiated heat is re
Yed to the earth,the clond radiating to s the
eqrth ns the earth does towards the clound, so
that dering cloudy mights there is little diffe-
rance between the temperature of the ground
and the atmosphere.  When the earth or be-
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dies on its sarfice become cooler than the sur- H

rounding air, the moisture contained in the at

mosphere, which is very abundant in the hot |

days of summer, is condensed, and forms
what we call dew, =0 that the vulgar idea
that dew falls is incorreet. It is exactly in the
sitvations when we most require dew that most
is found. ~ The cloudless nights which succeed
our suiiry summer days are pecaliarly favoura.
bla to ils formation, and it s then, pr ly,
that we mest need it, to revive and refresh th
grass . which haye Meen parched by the
heat of the previous day. Ifthe sky becomes
clouded, the deposition of the dew ceases; this
1s 30 .nuch the case that the dew formed dur-
ing clear intervals wili evaporate if the sky ba-
comas heavily overcast. In the durk recesses
el the forest where in consequencs of the dee

61

(. =

shadows, there has been no evaporation during

! the day no dew will be found at mght. an'd
where, from the same cause, none is requi-
red.

It has been ascertained by experiment that
' dark bodies radiate heat,and therefgre become
cold much more rapidly than those of a light
colour. Thus, a dark or green substance ex-
posed during the night will be found covered
with dew, whilst ene of a lighter hue, similar-
ly exposed, will remain quite dry; a circum-
stance peautifully adapted to the general colour
of the vegetable world—green not only being
the colour least hurtful to the eye, but green
substances being also among the best radiators
of heat, and therefore best condensers of the
moisture contained in the surrounding air.
So the leaves of plants which require €0 con-
stant a supply of moisture are e quisitely fitted
for its formation. The surface of a body, also,
has a great effect to the quantivy of dew * pro-
duced, little or nene being formed on bard or
polished surfuces. FEarly in the morning we
may find the rock quite dry, while the tiny
grass or wildflower which grows on its crevice
is fed and refreshed by an abundant supply
of moisture. While considering tha different
powers of radiation possessed by different co-
leurs, we caniot fail to be struck by the design
and contrivance exhibited in the selection of
colours in which the flowers are arrayed at the
several seasons of the year. Let us walk
through the country in the spring—during
which season bright warm days are often suc-
ceeded by cold, clear, frosty nights—and we
see the woods, the orchards, and every bush
covered with flowers, and all their blossoms
are white as snow; nature has entrusted to
their protection the fruits of the following an-
tumn. The cherry, the strawberry, the pear,
the plum, the apple, are produced by flowers
pure as alabaster; even the berries which are
to form foed for the little birds are guarded by
tne snowy wreaths of the hawthorn. The
frosts of spring often destroy the blossoms of
the peash and almond bat their petals are co-
loured and consequently lose their heat by ra-
diation, an exception the more striking, as both
those trees are natives of the sunny climes of
the East. As the weather becomes warm,
the colours of the flowers deepen, and during
the heat of summer they are brilliantly
decked in scarlet, purple, and orange. Thus,
we find un adaptation of colours has power to
refresh the inhabitants of the tornd zone, and
to warm and pretect those of the coldest cli-
mates. A beautiful exception confirms this
rale. “At the foot of those shrubs and frait
trees radiant with their aiabaster garlands, we
perceive the violet clad in the deep tints of
summer. Is not this a centrast which vio-
lates this law of nature, and seems to accuse
her of want of providence? But let us look
a little closer before we condemn: observe
that the violet hides her fragrant blossom ander
her leaves. We have made her the emblem
of modesty, but it 1s fear of cold which keeps
her thus vieled. We bave seen that all bo-
dies radiate their beat towards the sky, and if
the sky be clear it receives their heat with-
out returning it, and so they become cool ra-
pidfy; bat if the sky be evercast with clonds,
the clouds retransmit the heat they receive
from the earth, and so keéep wup the tempera-
tere. What takes place on a large scale in the
atmosphere is copied in minature by the violet:
she radiates towards her leaves, and her leaves
return her heat to her, and so her
warnth is keptup. Itis, as it were, a second
covering with which nature has clothed hers
but this rebe warms without touching her; it
leaves a free passage to the air, which, sweep-
ing gently over her, wufts her delicions per-
fame to us on the wings of every zephyr,
Thas is the violet protected from cold, and
her summer tints are an additional charm
with which our nature has adorned spring.

¢ How beautiful is the dew on a fine suminer
morning ! It (reshens every thirsty plant,
washes cvery delicate flower, and gives new
justre to its fiaest tints. It cools and refreshes
the whole surfuce of the ground; and as soon
as the sun’s earliest beams shoot forth from the
eastern horizon, its innumeeable drops spar-
kle in the golden light like a fallen shower of
dizmonds.  As the sun ascends they disappear
before his rays, partly absorbed by the plants
on which they lay, and partly evaporated by
the increasing heat. At might the moisture
that composed them may form other globules,
and freshen other fiolds. Thus in every de-
partment of nature there is an endless series
| of movements and transmutations. On the
! earth’s surface all is activity and unceasine

iay; all is sabservient (o the supporting in
life and beauty the animal and vegetable worlds
the walery particles in particular display the
most ugefal volatility. They ascend iato the
air by evaporation; they thence fall in the
shape of dew, mist, rain, or snow. They re-
ascend or incorporate with the waters of the
river-—visit the ocecan. But there they feel
{ the solar influence, and again mounc on high
to visit the fields and mountains they water-
| ed belore or haply to hedew the plants of an-
other hemisphere. Thus in the appearance
and effects of dew we find beauty - conjoined
to the useful. In its formation we discover
the most exquisite contrivance; in the times

and places of 1ts appearance the most striking |

adaptation to the economy of vegetables.
Yet by no intricate or peculiar arrangements
is it produced; it forms no exception to the
simplicity of nature. Let us therefore admire
and adore that Divise ~wisdom which, by
menus of tiie most simple produces the most
wonderful effects, and which e everywhere
rendered subserviert to the designs of an un-~
bounded benevolence.’

From the Manchester Guardian.
OLDWINTER ISCOMIiNG.
Orp wister is coming, old winter so dreur,
His beralds unwelcome proclaim he‘is near ;
Taere’s a wail oa the blast, there are voicess
that say,
¢ The spirit of summer is passing away.’

Sweet evening, the bulm of thy breezes is o’er
moor;

dell,
And the trees of forest are moaning faregvell.

O!d winter 13 coming, again to rejoice

Ta his robings of suew, and his trappings ot ice ;

The dreariest of despots, who bends to his
sway,

Sweet nister of summer, the beautifal day.

Dear evening, with thee, ne more on the green,

in joyance of sport, ere the villagers eeen 4

Aud ke music of childhood, in gambols no
more

doer

All cilent and chil!, not a bird en the bough

is heard forth to pour his vesper hymn now ;

Not a caw from the rock, as he wingeth his
flight

O'er meads where are creeping the shadows
of might.

Old winter is coming, old winter so dreat,

His heralds unwelcome proclaim he is near ;

There’s & weil on the blast, there are ‘voicen
that say,

* The epirit of summer is passing away.’

From Chamd ers’, Edinburgh Journal.
JUDICIAL COMBATS,
AKD THE WARS OF NATIONS,

Oxe of the dark spots on the disk of the
middle ages was the trial by judicial combat,
When the fierce tribes of Huns and Alans,
Goths and Lembards, at once inundated and
destroyed the Roman empire in the west, they
also displaced its enlightened civil jurisdiction,
and at the szwe time established a rude ap-
peal to justice, in accordance with the system
of Feudality which they organized thronghout

Europe. Thls rude appeal to justice, was the
trizl - by judicial combat. The savage of a

iribe coasiders it his right and duty indizidual
ly to revenge wroags or to repel attacks ; the
administration ef justice is with him a persons«
ality ; he individualises awards and pumsh-
ments; he takes judicature into his own hands
—he has no notion of giving up his individa-
ality in this reepect to society. As Feudality
wae but a more definite organisation of Trib-
ism, 80 also was the trial by judicial combat
but a more organixed system of personally
settling a quarrel, a dispule, or a difference
between individual and individual  The diffe-
rence, and the progress, so to speak, in fa-
vour of the latter development was, that it
wes public ard recognised, not private or. se-
creds

As the quarre]l between two persons is in
close analogy, on a emall scale, with the war
betwesn two nations, having similar origins
and developments, it may be well to trace
something of the bistory of the trial by judicial
combat, since it may lead us to inferences
upor the military system, of which itisa por-
tion, generally,

The trial by judicial combat was the offe
spring of teudality. In thatstate central power
war wesk. The monarch and his court had
little influence during the greater part of s
history, The state was compoeed. of ribes,
newly fixed in their position, and holdig their
lands frem their chief nunder the tenure of fiefs,
These barous, therefore, had a court and cen-
tre of their own, and in thie they claimed 1o
admunister jusiice with lite reference, if any,
to their lord paramount—the monarchs. The y
had conguered the lands upon which they had
eettled with the sword ; and drawing his blade
every ipjured baron sought justice with its
point. His adversary met him also with the
sword, and the vassals of each supported their
respective leaders in the contesi, There
was no appeal to a written law, to a wegular
mag:stracy, or lo the decision of a sovereign
naitonal courts . The same system spread from
the barons to their vessals, until it became a
recognized public institution, and the form of
trial by judieial comuat established 1iweolf
throughout Eorope. In civilisation, written
documents, witnessed deeds, or atlested agree=
ments, regulate the stipulations between indi-
viduals, and are evidence to the factss In feus
dality, on the contrary, reading and writing
were 100 rare attainments to be uvseful in tie
{ general affairs of life. National treaties and
royel charers were indeed commiited to the
pen of & clerk, but transactions between pris
vate pariies, and the details of pergonal business
were carried ou by word of mouth or delegated
promise. The proof of claime, and the evi-
{ denceof facts, was therefore difficult, and en-
couraged deception and evasion, whether in
crimiuval or in civil cases The definition of
evidence, the decision as to whether a court
should accept positive or cirenmstantial proof,
| the determiuztioa as to the respective eredit to
{ be euached to discordant wiinesses, and gene-
raily all intricate questions, were, under these
circumstances, matters of extreme difficuity.
{ Recourse wos consequently had to the appeal
' 1o irigl by sombat beiween ihe adverssties.

And bleak is the blast en the mountain and -
{ jurisprodence.

*There’s shadow and gloom in ihe depth ‘of the

-

Is borne on t4e breeme from the eottager’s

! They ' publicly fought hand to hand, aud thus

decided their difierences before their judges.
Undoubtedly the ianocent often fell thus unde:
the tore mighty arms of their guilty antago-
nisis ; and by this absurd system, jusiice was
left to the decision of chance or terce. Vs
80 military was the nature of feudelity, in
which every soldier was a freeman, and every
rood of ground held by ténure of martial ecr-
vice, that the ‘judicial combet was, tor 2 son-
siderable period, considered as one of (he
wisest institutions both ‘of eivil and ériminat
It gradually superseded ‘the
ordeal by fire, water, or dead budy, as well 2
the plan of acquittal by oath or eompurgation,
until it became the distinguished and cherished
privilege ol a gentleman over all - Europe, to
claim thie trial by comoat.  Notonly conteste
questions, but abstract points uudetermines
by law, were thus decided by the sword, untj]
justice dropped the ecales, and waved only. &
bloody blade  Evidence wis i the point o
the sword, and the successful argtment in the
keenest edge, wielded by the strongest arm.
Witnesses and ‘even judges, were not exempt
from a challenge to the combat, nor could it
be refused by them withott infamy. Mereo-
ver, women, children, ecclesiastics, and aged
and infirm peérsons, who could not, from cir-
cuistances of sex, or age, or position, he ey-
pected to use the judicial sword in their owa
right, had neverihelesa the liberty! or rather
cbligation, of producing champions, whe woald
fightupon their behalf from individuel atieeh-
ment, or from consanguineous or mercenary
motives.  la fine, religious ceremonies were
added to the jadicial combat; and what was
really a récourse to the docision of fortuity, er
to the preponderance of animal 'prowess, be-
came superstitiously accounted a direct appesl
to God. 1ts arrangements were eettled by
edicis, commented on by legiste, and  beeame
almost the sole study of the feéudal nobility.

Buch was the origin and development of
the trial by jadicial combat. Although its im-~
stitution was popnlar, and accordant with the
apirit of the times, its evii effects soon mani-
fested themsélves. The clergy, whose canon
law was excellent, and who perhaps regretied
the disuse of those ordeals, which appeared 10
appeal more to the interposition of Providense
than did a personal conflict, were among the
first to protest against the trial by judicial com-
bat, as contrary to Christianity, and iaimical te
good order. So comsonant was it, however,
with the fierce spirit of the' time,that even pa-
perstition fell powerless belore i influence,
and the censures and admoniiious of the eeele :
siastics were disregarded. At length the ewil
became 60 obvious, that the civil power could
no longer dieregard it.  Heary L of England,
prohibited the trial by combat in questions of
property .of small valae, and Louis VI, of
France followed his example. The centrel
power of the feudal monarchs was, however,
yet feeble, and any resirictions which weré to
be made upon an institution so popular among
the barons, required to be effected with pre-
dence and policy. It was neverthe¢less the in
terest of the kings to abate these ferociona
contests, and cenire the administration of the
laws in their- owa courts. Louis of Franee,
not inaptly named Saini Lewis, edrnestly -a\-
tempted 10 1ntroduce a better system of juris~
prudence. He wished to displace judieial
combat, and to substitute trial by evideaee.
The great vaseals of the erown, however, posa
sessed such independent power, that his bene~
ficent regalations were priocipally configed to
his own private geigaiory. Some barons. an
vertheless, of their own sccord, gradually
adopted his plans; and the spirit of such couris
of justice as existed, grew daily more aad
more averse 1o the trial by combat. On the
other hand, the guccessors of Saint Louis,
awed by the gencral - attacliment to judierad
combat, still tolerated and authorised its prae-
tice ; and so the struggle continded for several
centuries.  In the course of these, however,
the royal prerogatives gradvally increassd ;
and what wag of more importance, the idess
of the people received a more pacific and in-
telligent development, asthe first germs of the
municipal syste u were manifesied *among
them.  Still, instances of judicial combat ocenr
28 Jate as the sixtesth century both in the
annals of England and of France. As these
decreused, with the ferocious habits they es.
gendered, a great impulse was given to Kuro-
pean civilization by a ‘more regular adminis-
tration of justice. The authorisation of the
right ofappeal and of review from the courts
of the barons to those of the king, was the
grand desideratum ; and this was gradually
obiained, Royal Courts, hitherto held &t irres
gnlar intervals, were fixed as to time and place,
aad to these judges of more distinguished ta-

lent were appointed than those who adminis«

tered in the judicature of the barons, They
regulated the forms ot law, and endeavounred to
pive consistency to ite decisions, and the peo-
ple were thus led to have more confidence in
their decrees than in those of the barons, and
were eager to exercise the new right of sp-
peal.  The order and precepts of the canon
law in u.e among the ecclesiastics, being good
in themselves, also contributed to this reform in
jurisprudence,  About the middle of the 1%th
centvry, hkewise, a copy ef * Justinian’s Pep~
dects’ was, found: in lialy ; and this led %o «
revival of the stady of ihe Roman impensi
code of lawe, and so added greatly to the
growth of more enlightened ideas on the admi-
nigtration of justice. Thus gradually was the
trial by judicial combat abolished; and a mose
liberal system of jurisprudence establiched ia
its stead throughout Europe.

Le* us now see what analogy e xiste betwaen
the history of judicial combat end that of na«
tional war. A person is a eeparste individi-
ality. . A nation is an aggregate individoahty.
Ag the judizial combat was a contest between
the indisidoality of two persone, so also is war




