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« ¢ Thanks, master, for what you have told
me? I cried.  *1 will undertake to put the
“quecn on her guard, I will sacrifice, 1if neces-
-sary, my life for her service.”

“Before I quitted the painter, I drew aside,
by his permission; the cloth that covered the
ipicture. Iow ‘radiantly beautiful, how like
her, was the face!' That brow truly regal, se-

raphic in its iatellectual grace, those dark |

haunting, lustrous eyes! Yet it was not the
perfection of feature alone, but the sweet and
true majesty, the glorioas spirit which, shone
through, ellied to angelic natuges, yet tonched
with the sorrow of hamanity, that compelled
the worship of my irmost heart. I gazed in
rapt silence, till tho master covered the pictare
egain, and then, with @ deep sigh, I bade
him goed even.

. . .

‘8ome days after, I saw the king and queen
at ehapel. Her deportment was grave and dig-
nified and I thought I could perceive that sor-
row had paled her young cheek.” How, in-
deed, could it be otherwise, when the whis-
pers now current in the court and the city
must have reached her ear?

¢ The service was ended ,and the queen was
leaving tho chapel when I noticed a person in
the aisle, who secemed intently ‘observing her
majesty, .whom he foliowed. at. a. distance.
Instantly the words of Holbein recuryed to me
and resolved to seek the straoger and insist on
kis departore.  Just then he turned his face
roward me He was evidently very young;
slender almost to fragility iu form, and so pale
that he would have been remarked in a crowd
for tais sign of disease or mental ailment.
When to this paculiarity was added the ef-
fect of featares mobile to a degree of nervous
restlessness, and a pair of datk, wild looking
eyes, flashing beneath bushy eyebrows—with
the expression of eagerness and ebandon in
his whoia face and figure—1 conld no longer
worder that the pursuit of such a person bad
suspected my royal mistress to suspicion and
scratiny.

¢ As I was_quitting the pew I had occupied
with several other gentlemen, my eyes still fis-
ed on the unknown, one of the king’s pages
came up, and whispered to me that his majes-
ty commanded my attendance. Most reluc-
tanily I obeyed and saw the man1 hal been
watching disappear in the crowd.

‘I’ found the king alone in his chamber,
and started back ‘when 1 first entered with
involuntary terfor. He was pacing the room
in violent agitution, his face inflamed, his eyes
flashing, his  hands clenched  with - passion.
When he saw me, he seemed to make an ef-

fort of self-control

*“More and more!” he inuttered between
bis teeth, while he teok up and let fall repeat-
edly, as if in unconscious nervousness, seve-
ral ‘papers that lay on the table. = At last,
tarning to me, he said suddenly—

« “Thou art faithful, P ——1*

‘“My licge!” ¥ oxalaimad, filling -on my
kave.

<« Well, well' gaid the king, impatiently—
< ap, for there is work to do. Thou couldst
not fail to observe the dark stranger who dared
watch as but now at the chapel!”

““]lgaw him your majeésty,” 1 answered,
mechanicaily, overwhelmed with alarm at the
dange- 1 saw impending’ over the queen.

«< Qo after him, iie in wait, search for him,
bring him to me,” said Henry. ¢ Here i the
order, il need be, for his arrest.” And he pla-
ced a paper inmy hands. - ¢ Be resolute, spee-
dy and fuithful! and prineely shall be thy re-
ward.  But if thou too darest play the traitor,
semember, thy head is the penalty!”

« With these words the king pushed aside a
pile of papers, and taking up one, held it
before my eyes as in warning. It was the
wentence of condemnation, for high treason,
prssed on Francis Derham, private secretary
of the gueen, which had been sent for the roy~
al signatare!

¢ I know not how' my senses werc preserved
at this awful sight, revealing as it did the
whoele fatal  truth  withour a. shade of doubt,
I felt my limbs totter under me; 1 essayed
oues of twicae in vain to speak; the blood “for-
sook my cheek. 'The king’s eyes were bent
on me a8 if he would read'my very soul; they
ssemed % glow Jike - fire; -his' brow
was fiercely contracted. and wore that dark
crimson firsh which in him betokened  the an-
ger that slew whomsoeyer it lighted on. Af-
ter a fesv moments of silenc scrutiny, the gaze
of those fearful eyes was removed with a ges-
tare of satisfaction, as if convinced of my fide-
fity ; my master waved his hand, and. in his
deep , hoarse tone, uttering the single word
¢ Go!" diumissed me on my errand of destruc-
tion.

« A determined spirit toak nossession of me
when I departed from thut dreaded presence,
I sought the stranger gvery where; [ left untri-
ed no means of discoverey, I questioned eve-
ry one sbaut the cosrt.  late in the evening
of the fourth day, 1 fearned from the laadiord
of u coffeshouse of much celebrity and a place
of constant resort by the young mevn of  the
nobility . that the stranger whose appearance |
wescribed so mivutely was in all likelihood the
same who had of la'e been frequently at his
house. . Fhis was a young jurist and poet, Sir
George B The host knew not the
place of his residence, nor anght “else'of him.
With  trembling esgerness I asked at what
houe. 1 might expect to find him, and departed,
promising to return at the appeinted tizze, and
binding the landlord to secricy.

¢ From daylight until noon next day T hover-
od about the house. « At length my patience
was rewarded. I saw a young man enter, and

understseod, by a sign from the lasdlord that
this wae probably the person I sought.

1 fol-

! lowed him; it was indeed the stranger I had
} eeen at the chapel. He went into_the break-
i fasting room, threw zside his cloak, and sat
{ down to table. It was some time before he
i-seemed aware that my eyes were rivetted up-
| on him; meanwhile he finished bis meal in si-
i lence, and 1 had lsasure to remark his singa-
l lar and interesting countenance. A profusion
of black hair, arranged differently from the
| prevaling fashion, hung over his cheeks and
! neck; his dress shewed a mixture of extrava-
| gance and carelessness, for it was. thtc richest
{and finest materials, worn in such a manner
j o showed him utterly neglec!ful of his exteri-
{ or. His features, were pleasing.when in re-
pose, though their expression was that of deep
meldncholy; and’1 was struck by his apparent-
ly extreme youth.  What could have -happen-
ed.to consign one of years so few,and of wea'th
and condition, to hopeless sorrow!

¢ At leggth, looking up after a fit of musing,
he observed my looks fastened upon him; and
starting up, walked to the window., In a few
moments, turning round, and meeting the sames
fixed gaze, he came to me, and said, angri-
ly—

**If you have no.better employment, fair
sir, than to watch thas rudely one who desir-
etk not your company, you have leave to de-
part’

“¢ Nottill weare better acquainted,” was
my rteply. I have sought you too long.’

¢ His.eyes flashed fire, and  he laid his hand
on his sword, * Sought me!’ he repeated; ¢ By
St.Mary! but this savors of boldness! And what
I pray, is your business ?’

* ¢ Iiwould have brief dircourse with you.’

¢ * Touching what ?’

*“ The'queen’s majesty.’

¢ If some secret spell had been hidden in the
word’s I uttered they could not have produced
a more instantaneous effect. He grew pale as
death and I saw that a shudder passed throngh

his frame. I was confident that in him 1 be-
heid one of the queen’s most zeolons friends.
In few words 1 opencd my heart; L commu- |
nicated my fears; I told all that I knew.
When I mentionod that his mysterious pur-
{suit of her majesty had exeited the suspicions
| of the king and court h2 groaned alond. I re-|

lated the substance of my late jaterview with
Henry, showed: the royal w*r.mt for his |
arrest and bescught him, as he valued his ewn
safety and that of my hapless mistress, to de-
part instantly from the realm.

¢« All I said produced the most lively ‘effect.
The young stranger covered his face with his |
hands; emotion shock his frame; I saw that he |
wept. After a few moments, lifting up bis |
head, he exclaimed, in angunish; ¢ Alas, alas!
warned her in vain!’

¢ “Ha! I cried, ¢ yon know the queen, !
then! you have spoken with her f

«The stranger looked at me earnestly, as if
he would penetrate the meaning of my questi- |
oo, and answered: ‘I have not spoken with
her majesty; 1 have sought an audience in
valn, Juc yvu, oir, are ner Triend who 1= sur- |
roanded by enemies, You chall know all.” |

¢ ¢ [n childhood I was the orphan protege of
the noble parents of Katherine Howard. In
later years 1 lived in the househoid of the
Duchess of Norfolk; I was the companion of
Katherine’s studies and sports; the attendant
of the young orphan. "I loved her when she
had nove 'to love, scarcely 10 protect her.
We wrote to each otier by means of her, go~
verness for a year after my denarture to Paris,
where I was sent by my uncle, Lord ————,
Then the letters censed and I knew not what
was become of the maiden till I lesrned that
She was the wedded wife of the sovereign of
England.

lustrious house of the Howards; bat in the hour
of adversity, the tercel may succor the eugle.
From the day she became a queen the sha-
dow of death overhung her.” |
¢ Farther discourse of matiers touching the
gueen, which I may nor here record and which

to her highness, under the sanction of an oath
on the crucifix, was interrupted by the entrance
of other guests. Our conference might seem
tuspicious at that periloas juncture, and we se-
parated, pledging our word to meet again at
ten that night in a retired part of St
B. then quitted the house. He bad me in his
power, but I teared no evil from having en-
trusted him with .y cormunications, feel~
ing intuitively that he was incapable of trench-
ery.

[To be continued.]

THE ATMOSPHERE.

The:stmosphere is ‘one of the most essential
sppendages 10 -he globe we inhabit, .and exhi-
bits a most striking scene of Divine skill and
omnipotence. Tha term gtmosphereis applied
vapour; eléetricsfiuid, and other matters which
eurround the earth to a certain height. This
mass of flmd matter gravitates to the earth,
tevolves with it in diurnal rotation, and is car-
ried nlong with it inits courso round the sun
every year. It has been computed to extend
about 45 miles above the earth’s sarflice, and
it presses on the earth with a force proportion-
ed toits height and deozity. From experiments
made with the baurometer,it has been ascertain-
ed that it presses with a weight of about fif-
teen poundson every square’inch of the earth’s
gurface; and therefore its pressure on the bo-
dy of a middle sized man is equal to about
82,000 pounds, or fourteen tons averdupois; a
pressure  which would be insepportable and
even fatal, were it ot equal in every part,
and counterbaléaced by the spring of the air
within us.” The pressure of the whole atmaos-
phere upon the earth is campzted 1o be equi-

to the whole mass of fluids, consisting of air, |

| 10 be generally in an ugeouad condition,  In

. evils which have yet taken place have either

" some of the mightiest commercial honses

¢ ¢ I.wag no mate for the daughter of the il- |

} Wit

the stranger required me to communicate only |

valent to that of a globe of lead ‘60 miles in
diameter, or abou: 5,000,000,000,000,000
tons; that is, the whole mass of air which sur-
rounds the globe compasses the earth with a
force equal to that of five thousand millions
of millions of tons. This most astonishing
preasure is, nowever, esssentially necessary
for the preservation of the present constitution
of oar globe, and of the animated beings which
dwell on its surface. It prevents the heat of
the san from converting water, and all other
floids on the face of earth into vapour; and pre-
serves the vessels of all organized beings in
due tone and vigour. Were the atmospherical
pressure entirely removed, the elastic fluid
coniained in the finer vessela of men and
other animale, would inevitably burst them,
and life would become extinct; and most of
the substances on the face of the earth, parti-
cularly fluids wenld he dissipated into vapoar.
~Dicl’s Ckristian Philosopher.

@he Politician.
The Br-i?i-;l: Press:

From thcmdon Morning Posts
‘THE LATE LARGE FAILURES.

The failure of tue house of Reid, Iiving
and Co., may fairly be regarded as a na:iuu{l
calamity. In that and in the even more fear-
ful disasters which are yet in store for British
commercialists and traders, may be traced the
necessary operation of Peel's Money Laws;
und of Peel’s Free irade echemes. Journal-
ists who uphold the deadly heresies oi bullion-
ism and of free trade are not yet, however,
disposed to abendon principles dear to Fews
and Anti-corn leaguers, as well as to their
tool, the great apostate. The Morning Chron-
tcle, for instance, efiects to regard the Irighi~
tul failures which have recenly startled. the
commercial world, 23 merely ¢ exceptional ca*
ses’—23 cases which by no means prove trade

the same apirit, the Times declares that * no-
thing hath yet occurred to shake the real sta-
bility of commercial credit’ —that ‘ all the

had  their origin in direct speculation,  or
been the patural climax of a long continned
state. of weakuoess:’—nay, our conrtemporary
ventures even to assare liig readers, that the
failure of houses like that of Reid, Irving, and
Co., onght ta be a matter of thapkfu'ness ra-
ther than of alarm to the solid trader. Can
such wild incoherencies as these be parralleled
out of the latitude of Bedlam? What, may
the Chronicle mean by * exceptional cases?
Io what sense, and to what rule may these
frightful disasters be regarded us ‘exceptional?
May emaller and wesker estaoiishments hope
to be ¢excepted’ from the action of these
deadly influences, which are now crushing

world? To what rule besides are these
ters an * exception? Is prosperity the
rule to which the Chronicle allades? Will our
contemporary be graciouely pleased to indi»
cate in what quarter of the trading world
prosperity is to be discovered? 8hall we look
for prosperity in the manufecturing distriess,
where masters and operatives are discuseing
togeiher the expediency of suspending factory
labor formonths to come? Shall we lsok for
prosperity in the great coal distriets, where
it is openly proclaimed, that, I Government
aid, in the form of credit, be. longer wiih-
held, sixty thousand miners must be thrown
out of employment? Shall we look for pros-
perity amoog the merchants of Liverpool,
jow, and London—among men whom
Peel’s policy has  deprived of confidence
in their own adventures—among men from
whom Peel’s policy has compelled bankers to
Id confidence? If the iron trade be
prospercus, the prosperity of the iron trace is
to be ascribed solely to the influence of rails
way enterprise—of that form of enterprive —
which bullionists and free traders denounce,
without intermission, ae one of ahe chief cuue
sea of commercial disasters by which each suc.
cessive day i1s signalised What, ageio inay
the 7imes wish to denote by the terms ¢ ex*
cessive speculatiop?  Speculation in foreign
corn may; undoubtedly, have been recently
carried to excess; but can we farget that withe
in these six weeks, 7Times and Chroricle—
bullionists and (ree trades, in all their varieties
-—were loud intheir assertions that specula-
tors in foreign corn were the best friends whom
England possessed? Can we forget that
¢ forestalling’ and * regrating in all their bran-
ches were described as the most valuable ol
those arts, by which the wants of society are
ministered to; and the protectionists who
ventured to object to epeculations of that sort
were deponneed a8 ignorant bigots. And do
we, in very truth, hear ‘epeculatiops in corn’
vehemently conaemned by the admirers of
g’ and ‘forestalling? We cannot
: je to the Times that the recent failures
are to be ascribed to * excessive specslation,’
exeej g0 far as * excessive speculation’
bas been encouraged by inflaences innerent in
Peel's free trade schemes, and in Peel’s Mo
ney laws. The (ree trade theory rep's, be it
remembered, on the assumption that the ope.
rations of commerce may safely be left to re-
gulate themseives, How, then, may a sup-
porter of the doetripes of free trade venture
to hint that epeculation canbe * excessive V
o doing #o he tacitly admita that a necessity
exists for the regulation of trade—he tacitly
admits, in other worde the truth of the Protec-
tioniat'theory. Peel’s money laws and Peel’s
free trade policy have undoubtedly geaerated
¢« excessive speculasion’—for Peel’s Legislati-
on has deprived all commercial operations of
the stcunty ~which at oue time belonged to

the

them. What course of commercial action
may now be pronounced safe? Peel’s legitla-
tion, monetary and fiseel, renders ! it itnpng-
sible for eny merchant to_ culculate,$awith the
slightest epproech to accuraey, the exchange-
able valve of the returns, which' eny given
venture may produce. Peel has rendered the
Bavk of Lnzland uselees to the commerci ai
commupity during every commerial  erisie
He boasts that his bank ‘Charter Act has eeci-
red the bank’s golvency. He might on ike
same principles exult cver a policy that shguld
altogether prévent trading operetions, on'* the
ground that guch a palicy prevented failures in
trade,  How may the solvericy of h¢ bank of
Eogland benefit the commercial worlr}, if that
golvency is to be eecured by mesrs, which ia
their operation destroy the solvency of thou-
ssndsof traders and rierchaniz? Peel’s mo-
ney lawe, are, in fact, mearares directed”
egainst the uliimate colvency of all the pro-
ductive abd distributing elasses in the Butish
empire.

From the London Times.
THE INDIAN ARCHIPELAGO.—ME.
BROOK’S POLICY

When arrived ia Borneo Mr. Brooke' did
not enduly hurry oa resulis.’ He waited unif}
he hed acquired esuch ipfluence ‘over the na-
tives ae wounld induce them to look up to him,
es their protector, and yield & cheer‘ul ecqui-
escence in the measures he might propéee
for their benefit, It was vot until Septembier,
1841, that he received & cession of the territo- .
ry end government of Sarawak from
the Reajouh Muda Hassim Whesd this'
gifthad been ratified by the Sul'an, instead of
turning the szcquisition to his own privete
ends, and endeavouring to meke his profit of
the antimony mines in the district, we find Mr.
Brooke applying to the Home Government,
and only enxious that this country ‘might'resp
the froits of his successful enrerprice. ** How
can I 'be otherwisa than' hsppy,” he writeg
from Sarawalk, in the |atter end of 1841,
“when 1 krow that I am -of rervice to a most
unhappy race, and that I sm giving an impulse
to 1his fine island ‘which ‘'muet soon approxi*”
maté it to the rest of the world, jnstead of
Teaving it hermetically sealed, with ‘its millioks
of "inhabitants, as 1t is at present? If, how-
ever, we do not tale care, the Dutch will 'by
it, and then farewell hope ; for Datch 1#%
with reepect to nativer is a palsy and death to
British manufactures. ' Is the British lion' for
ever to crouch beneath the belly of the Dutch
frog 7 The two motives of philanthrophy’
and patriotism, would perhaps have been' the
only ones sufficiently strong to have suslzia~
ed M~. Brooke in his eix years years’ struggle
to carry his purpose into effect, We do pot'
mean to ¢ust any blame on the Administirabion’
of Sir Robet Peel or Lord John Russelt for
having thrown undue defars In the path of°
the Eoglish Rajah of Sarawek.
present Premier, Lords Aberdeen, Hadding-
ton, Palmeraton, and Grey, look the right mea
sure of the man with whom they had to deal.’
The encouragement given io Mr. Brooke in
the prosecution of his enterprise js a singalay
instance of official eagdcity—ean exception to,
the genera] rule in such eagrs.
wished that a little had been done, 'and that’
it had been sumewhat quicker done ; but Mr.
Brooke maycongratulaie himself on having o8-
compliched more woderful things in Down-
ing-street than on the Banks of the Sirawak
River

Theadvantages of such a port ag Labuan for :
the China trade, and the ceriainty now ealabe
lished of the presence of coal in. Bornee. in,
Jarge quartities and of excellent quality, was,
doubtless the maia point that determined the
Government in favour of Mr Brooke’s plaos,
the position of this port is exeelient for the .
purpoeses of steam navigauon in the Chinese
seas, beieg about 700 miles from Singapore,
aad about 1,000 miles from Hong-Korg, It
ig situete at _a point where Rritich infleence
is essential to the gecurity.from hosille attack,

| whether by pirate or enemy, of our commuais

cation with China and the productive Isjunds
of the Indian Archipelago. Mr Brooke, hase,
we believe, just been appointed, as he moa:
richly merited, to be the first Governor of La=
baun, and to him we look for the Mutnre with
perfect confidence 1o watch over the interesa
of Great Britainin those distant eeag The
account we recently published of the atsex
of the Nemisce on the Malay pirates, and 1he
narrative of the captives, are sufficient to
show the fearful nature of the atrocity it. has
been oue of Mr. Brooke’s moet anxieue
thoughts to suppress. These ruflians roam
about the islands of the Archipelago, and
landing here end there, sieze npon and make
eaptive whomsoever they can find, Men, wo-
men and children are torn from their homes,
and consigned to dreadful and perpetual cap-
tivitva  When they were ettacked by the
steamer they caneed their priscaers to &t on
deck duting the uciion, tha: they might fall
the vietimas to the fire of those who would fain
have been their liberators. It is impossible of
¢ourse, to approve the wild justice of the Bal-
thn and the Pangeran Moormein when the
pirates were delivered vp to them. It is pos-
tible howaver the terror of the lexample may
aperate to aeter others, and the men, richly
deserved their fate. When Mr Brooke is ens
stalled in his government at Labaun, if suflici~
ent meaus be placed atbis disposal, it j8 to
be expected that the system of Malay piracy
will be thoroughly rooted out from the Archi-
pelago,  The general interests of Borneo and
of Evglish commrce are not likely to receive
any harm from Mr Braoke’s temporary ab-
srnce.  All is quiet at Brune and Serawak,
He will be back at his post in April.or May of
next year, and it would not be posible to
carnry oo proceeding® at Labaun 1o the inter-

The Jate and ..

It might be'
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