10

THE GLEANER.

s -

Y

—_— e e

the shape ot gypsum; we have phosphoric
aeid, found 1n b_on_es; we have muriatic acid,
which is found in common salt; and we have

slica, or sand, which is essential to all the’

the straw plants. I think that one of the
great requirements of the present day is to
proeure silica in sufficient strength to. aid the
atalk, so that it may be enabled to bear a good
ear of wheat:and I am trying some expe-
riments with that view. These mineral mat-
ters are sometimes supplied in sufficient quan-
tity by the soil; but in many cases they have
to be supplied by the farmer. The organic
substances are carbon, nitrogen, oxygen, and
hydrogen. The oxygen and hydrogen are al-
ways supplied by water; the carbon is, I be-
‘Tieve, primarily supplied by ‘the air ; the ni-
trogen, though supplied io many cases by the
air, yet is often required to be supplied by
the farmer. [ believe that some plants have
the power of taking all they want from the
air; I believe that others cunnot, from the na-
ture of their coustitution, derive from the: air
all that they can need. ‘Fhe various substan-
ces thus mentioned which plants require, and
which ought .to be used. Now in the prepa-
ration of farm-yard 'dung there are two or
three points worthy to be observed.  The
first is that many of these substances are so-
iuble; Now the common way of preparing
farm-yard dung everybody is acquainted with :
a large mass of straw and excrement is aifow-
ed Lo rot in the midst of a juantity of water,
where, instead of a genial heac being produ.
ced, it is washed by the water, whick;" saura-
ted with soluble matter, is-allowed to run ts an
adjoining brook; asif the farmer intended to
wash his mauure to make it ook cledis. Nay
. more: [ have in'some cases, seen the matter
rynging 1ito an - adjoining horse-pond from
which the poor animals are obliged to drink.
Now, it 30 happens that everywhere those sub-
. 6lances are most easily lost, which are the
moat valuable. * A quantity of dung thys expc-
ped to'the action of water will logse its pot
.ash,.its soda, the greater part-of ite amonia, its
soluble salts ofalime, in- fact, only.tbe insoluble
aall  comparatively worthless parig. will be
left-behind. * Fhave not the least hestitation
1a: saying that parties who allow these things
‘o to waste, lose, if they have. four or five hun-
dred acres of Jand, from £300 or £409 per
anaum. I belicye that by saving them they
would have an increased crop, equal tomueh
; more than that amount perannum. There are

many ways of making manure heaps’ Per-

- haps the best way is to make layers of animal
excrements ‘with straw, on ‘a2 mould bettons ;
to lay theréon a foot or so of manure, and
sirew a little gypsum over that, and some-
uries w little mould; then another layer; and so
on, vcovering, the whole with six or eight
inches of ditch swff  How, in that caze, not

. turning it 100 often, for that does a great deal
ot damage, it allows too great an aciioa to
take place, and you lose 'too much of ‘the
ammonia, if it be not too heavy toallow ofa
small amount of heat, I believe that in a lit-
tle time you will find the lower part- enough
decomposed, with the loss of ‘a very small
amount of ammeonia, or other organic matter.
But, it is'necessary to have some means of re-
widiog the urine which flows from the catile
‘Taig will be best done by having tanks for it
to'run into, and the floors ought to be strewed
with gypsum every morning to prevent any
loss. Providence has so orders. it'that ‘itro-
genous matters do not come out in the form of
auimonis which is of an arid nature, "bét 1n
form of-urea, which is gnite mild in compari-
sopn, and which immediately it has begea eject-
ed from the body begins to turn inlo.carbonate
of ammonia. When the decomposed urea be-
gims to turn into carbonate of ammonia, you
hoye asubstance produced which is exceeding-
ly volatile; but by an admixture of gypsum,
sulphate of ammonia, which is not volatile; is
formed. Et'may be laid down as a rule ifiat
thode gentiemnen who do not take good care of
their liquid manures do exceedingly wrong,
and lose a- great deal of money in the menage-
ment of their “farms. It has been computed
by Liebig that a pound of good urine is per-
fectly equal to’ the production of a pound of
good wheat, and I believe that experience
beard’ out that ealculation. M: Warnes, of
Trimmiogham, near’ Norwich, has for some
years adopted the “plan "of box feeding his
cattle: and having seen it in operation, I think
the plan, for the purpose both. of feeding the
apimals and making the manure, is an exceed-
ingly good one. The boxes uvsed by Mr.
Warpes appear to answer the purpose ex-
tremely well, ata very cheap rate. There is
a quantity of straw laid under the bullocks in
the boxes; there is a regular gangway at the
head of the bullocks; end thé bullocks are
fed with linseed, turnips, aod .other things,
which are boiled in order to prepare them pro-
perly for sheir use. Care is always teken to
put sufficient straw to absorb the liquid manure,
aad gypsum is also cecasionally added. Bee
tore [ went there I thought the ballock must
uader such circumstances become mired, but
sueh 1s not the case Ia the leas'. M:, Warnes,
by the plan whick he adopts, retains every-
thing which is useful, and allows sothing to be
washed away which ean be beneficially applis
ed on his farm. [ have no hesitation in say-
ing that Mr, Warnes’s method is the_ nearest
approach to’ perfection in tnis matter that I
have yet seen in® practical operation. There
22 no Joss of ammonia—the gypsum prevents
that; and the conseguence is that Mr. Warnpes
fattens a greater number of bullocks per acre
than aay other gentleman with whom [ am ac-
guainted. I am sure thet if any of you were
to call upon thit gentleman at Trimmingham,
near North Washam, he would be happy to
give you the fullest information.

[To be eontinued.}

The Politician.
The British Press:,

From the London 8peetator.
MEN OF THE LATE- PARLFA-
MENT.

The old favourites, indeed, still lead the
van—Sir Robert Peel, who has been facile
preceps since * the hurried Hudson’ sought him
m the Vatican; and Lord John Russel, great
with the traditions of the Reform Bill.—Pal-
merston is the St Leon of polities:—time ad-
vances for othezs, but as for him, ateach gene-
ration you have only to look for him, and he
tarns up, aceording to pattern, in untarnished
brillianey : whether for speech or despatch,
he is to this day as good as new. Sir James
Graham epjoys his own immortality, he, pur-
sues the even tenor of his way, an English
country Phocion of fortune, not too differential
.towards the many, ror tyo studious of appear-
ances iq the way of consistency, but only be-
‘coming more and more wedded to a sort
of honest herdheaded seunse accordiag to its
Jlights, & valuable man and more valued.than
some of us will believe uatil we loose him.
Roebuck was still ‘the "aquafortia for testing
_official and patriotie metal; though the uggrate-

ful sectarian cliques of Bath huve done their-

best to put him out of use for a time.. Hume
is'among. the elders, for whom exemptions of
age seéin a supererogation. “Tom Duncom-
be’ still ¢ saernifices the pleasure of youth’ to
serve his country as tribune of the people; and
Charles Buller, for all he is as great a wag as
.ever—ihe colonies may mourn his averted eyes
but he cannot be a renegade to his own wit.
These and others are accompanying the age
in its progresss, with more or less ol elasticity
in their step.

Some keep up beyond expectatian, endowed
with'a sort of posthumous existence exceeding
the ordisary rerm of political life. - Men of
history, they are alse men of present life; they
figure both in the. books on our shelves and
ia. the newspapers. on our tables., Such is
Lord Lapsdowne, whose history goes back be-
yond the memory of man, uatil it is confornd-
ed with that of Sir William Perry; yet he is
still leader of the House of Lords Sach the
Duke of Wellington, whose ‘history begins in
the mythic times of Indian conquest; yet he is
still-ective at the horse' guards, and not yet
free fromi pleasantimpertinences and hymenial
gossip. © Such Brougham, erding as he began,
tiie most resistless of advocates.

Magy whom wa remember in the vigour of
palitical action, though yet alive in the flesh
are gradualiy yielding to the benumbing influ-
ence of fatigue or disappointed .ambition, and
their silence deepens. Some are gone.—O'-
Congell is no more. Lord Melbourpe is only
remembered, not without regret; he took
leave'at ‘fishmomger’s hall in 1845, be jueath-
ing his shield to' Sir Robert Peel. Lyndhurst
went out when Pee] left office; his élear sense
survives; his biting Keenness yielded to time,
and his last political sally was gne befiiting
the benignity of years—bis romantic attempt
lo reconcile old triends, " Stanhope’s existence
may be learned from the peerage. Monteagle
revels in the irresponsiblities of a grezn supetr-
annuation Richmond and Buckingham, Rip
Yan Wink!les of polities, eannot understand the
almanack,nor the newspapers,nor the events of
the day, nor theé countenances they meet, nor
the voices they hear. Born to a sinecure  in-
stead of the camp, Ellenborouvgh blazed his
hour ia the propitious sun of India, and repo-
ses on the, gates ol Somnauth; he is hisown
monumgental trophy, reclinirg 1n picturesque
silence, while beauty perfects with its hom-
age the symmetry of the group. Stasley,whose
somewhat forward youth betrayed the public
into the mistake that he was a powerfel siates-
man as well as a sharp debater, is no longer
baited like a mad dog to see if he would bite,
but enjoys the repose due ta'his comparatively
harmless character; having at last succeeded
.is convincing the people of their mistake.
Lord Grey the son of the reform bill Lord
Grey, once attained repute as a colonial refor-
menr—he 16 now colonial seeretary. Lord Mor-
peth is growing very gray, the last session he
{orgot that he had'a bill'to carry, theugh it
happened to be the one on which he had sta-
ked his reputation; however people oaly laugh-
ed, for Lord Morp=th is such & good narured
old gentleman!  Thes= are gone, or going, a
goodly” company; pieasant fellows, some of
them'in their day; smart some of them were,
or accouanted so; all busy in their time, and
who grudges them a quiet evening or pleasant
dreams?

Stexican,. News,

New York Albion, Octobet 9.

Events since the ruplure of the drmistice.

Gen., Scott in possession _of “the' Capi-

tel,

The Sun published last evening in
a letter from a ‘Spanish Mexican in
the city of Mexico to a Spanish house in
this.city, which gives a more full accouni
of ihe recent proceedings at Maxico than
from any other .quarier. Indeed, iis
parrative,comes dowa 10 the 16th, three
days afier than was received in accounts
brought by the James L.. Day at New
Orleans, which have been published.

This letter, which, moreover, is Mex-
ican autbority, states that Gensral Scott
was wmn actual possesion of the Capital.

We publish it as we find it in the San,
.- ; .

heavy loss.
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{ Itis said to bave come by way of Oriza-

ba, under cover to Mr Diamord, at Vera
Cruz :—
City or MExico, 19¢h Sept. 1847:

Respected Friends :—I have an_oppor-
tuniiy to send by the tourier who.leaves
to-night this Jetter, in- whieh I shall
brefly atempt fo describe to you the hor-
rors we have just experienced. On the
7th inst. our commissioners rejected tke

treaty propositions ef-the American. Go-.

vernment, and decided on resuming the
war, Gen. Herrera inviting. and, urging
the clergy tu rouse the citizens to the
utmost. resistance. On . the,
day General Scott, the. American Chief,
charged Santa Auna with breaking the
armistice hy forbidding his commission-
ers to obtain food in the city, and threa-
tened -unless. reparation was made, to
commence hostilities and bombard the
city. Santa, Apna replied,
charging Scott with bresking the armis-
tice by sacking our villages, and expres-
sed . his perfect readiness to- renew the
war. On the 13th inst. the Americans
made a demonstration on ‘Chaupultepec
and the mill of El Rey, but our Generals
were prepared for them, Anticipating a
breach of the armistice, Santa Anna for
several days had caused to be eonveyed,
in every possible manner, so as not to
excite suspicion, arms, mauition, and
{ocd..te the fortress of Chapuitepec. Our
citizens carried-nnder their mantles. and
on mules a great quantity of powder, balls
and provisions witheut being once disco-
vered, so great was the feeling of securi-
ty and confidence among the Americans.
Ger. Scolt was not a little surprised to
find on autacking Chapultepec, such ob-
siinate resistance.

Chapoliepee you know is 'sitvated be~
tween Cacubya and the City, within
cannon-shot of the former and some
three miles from the latter. It is a bold
hill overloking a vast range.of country,
which enabled our soldiers to waich eve-
ry maneuvre of the enemy. Italsocom-
mards the road fromh Tacubya to the city,
which runs close to its base, and it can
only be ascended by. a cigguitoas paved
way, which after turnjng a certain angle,
is exposed to the tull range ot :he for-
tress guns, As the Amerigans -ascended
the hill a perfect storm of musket balis
and grape shet drove them back with
They recovered and advan-
ced again but were repulsed, Our trogps
fought with-cesperate valour, worthy the
character of Mexicans.
fought oravely, his men. seemed. like so

-many cevils-whom it was impossible

defeat without annihilation. e made

“a third and Jast charge with fresh force

and heavy guns, and onr. gallant troops
having exhausted their grapesshot were
forced, very nnwillingly, to reireat and
yield up the fortress, of which the enemy
took possession. Our soldiers retreated
towards the city, but were unfortunately
cut off by-a detachment of the enemy’sca-
valry, and about a thousand were made
prisoners, but'were soon released, as the
enemy had no men to guard them. The
enemy then opened his batteries on the
Mill El Rey (King's Mill) close  upon
Chapul:epec, which, after obstinate fight-
ing and great loss to the Americans, we
were obliged 1o abangdon.

The two_aetions continued over nine
hogrs, and were the severest, considering
oyr small number ol soldiers and the ene-
my’s large force, that have been fought.
Our Joss in killed and wounded was not
more than 300, while the enemy lost over
400, for at least such was the report of
deserters from the American camp who
came to Js in the evenipg. Seeing that
the city would inevitably he attacked,
General.Janta Anpa during the - gotions,
caused a number of trencaes to be cut,
azross the road [eadipg to the, city, which
were flooded with water. On the morn-
ing of the 141ih, before day-light, the
enemy with a part of his force, coms
menced his march upon the city. Our
soidiers posted behind the arches of the
aqueducts and several  breastworks
which had been bastily thrown up, an-
noyed him so severely, together with the
trenches which he had to bridge over
that he did-por arrive at the gates’ aotil
late in the afternoon. Here ha- halted
and attempted i bombard the city, which
tie did during the balance of the day and
tae following, deing immense damage.
In some cases, whole blocks were des-
troyed and a great number of meu, wo-
men and childrén killed and wounded.
The piciure was awful, Oge deafening
roar reached our ears, one ¢loud of smoke
mel our eyes, now and then mixed with
flame, und amid 1t all we could hear the
various shrieks of the wounded and dy-
ing. But the city bravely resisted the
hundreds of flying shells. Tt hurled back
defiance on the blood-thirsty Yankee,and
convinced him that liis bomb could not
reduce the Mexican capital,

same.

severely

The epemy also_

The enemy thea changed his plan, and+
determined to.enter the city, where we
~were.prepared to meet him, having bar-.

ricaded the streets with sand bags, and

provided on the house tops, and at the
windows, all who_ could. bear arms or

‘missiles. stones, bricks, &e., to throw on

the heads of the.enemy. Before General
Seott had fairly passed the gates, he
foynd the difficulty of his position, A
erfect torrent of balls and stones rained
upon his troops, Many were killed and
more wounded. Still he kept advanciog
until he gained the entrante of two streets
entering direct 10 the Plaza. Finding
that he could not oppose himseif to our’
soldiers, who were all posted out of sight,
and that lre was losing his men rapidly,
Gen. Scoit took possessiop of the con-
vent of San Isidor, which exiends back
to the centre of a block, and at once set
his sappers and miners to cutting a way
directly through the blocks of buildings.
In some instances whole houses were
blown np to facilitate his progress ; but

“after several bours he again emerged in-

to the street, and finally regained the Pla.
za with great Joss. On eotering the
Plaza a heavy' fire was opened on him
from the Palace and which were filled
and covered with our patriotic troops.
Finding himselt thus assaulied, the ene-
my drew out his forces in the Plaza and
opened a cannonade on the cathedral,
firing over one hundred shots, which did
immense damage to the buildings and
caused a severe loss of killed and woun-
ded. Seeing further resistence useless,
our soldiers ceased firing, and on the
15th of: September (sad day !) the enemy
was in possession of the Mexican capi-
tal. Though we inflicted havoc and
death upon the Yankees, we suffered
greatly ourselves, Many were killed by
blowing up of the houses, many by bom-
bardment, -hut more by the contusion
which prevailed in the city, and altoge-
ther we cannot count our killed, wound-
ed and missing since the actiun commen-
cede yesterday at less than 4000, among
whom are many women and children.

The enemy contessed a lost of over
1000,it is no doubt much greater. What

_calamity? - But Mexico will yet have

vengeance. God will avenge us for
our sufferings. Alas that I should write
this letter within sight,of a proud enemy
who-has succeeded: by bis ferucity in
trampling on vur capita) and-eur country.
An enemy who only prides himself with
shooting well’ with his rifle and canaon.
But thus it is—we, are prostrated—not
humbled. We may be loreed o silence

. but the first moment that presents us a

chance will be devoted to a terrible re-
venge. Senta Anpa has gone with his
generdls and all the troops he could
draw off to Guadalope. He is said 1o be
wounded severely. We have lost hero-
ic officers and brave men in these two
days. I cannol! forsee what is 10 come.
Thousands are gatheying upon the hills
around the city determined.to cut off all
supplies and starve the enemy who had
so audaciously entered _i:. Gen. Scott
may yet find that Mexico is not vanquish-
ed. He may find, our, lakes - burst-
ing their banks and filling this heauti-
fal valley to  annihilatate the infamous
Americans. 'We scarcely hope, yet do
not, quite despair. Our brave generals
may recover what is lost, and Mexico
with her ten millions of people arise to
sweep the invader {rom the lahd he has
desecrated. Be sure that whatever we
do in’ the way of snbmission is only for
the moment. No Mexican will respeci
beyond the hour that forces him to it,any
bond indicated by the swords of the ene-
my. DMy heart is too:full of griefl and
indignation.to write.more, Adieu.

dolonial Nrmf

New Brunswick.

Fredericton Head Quarters, Oct. 13.

Post Office-Affairs.—The surrender of

the control of the Post Office in North
America to the Local Autharities, is one

of a train of measures which sooner or la-

ter must lead 1o a more uniform system
of Legislation throughout Briiish North
America. The commissioners who have
repaired 10 Canada,. from Nova Scotia
and New Bruoswick, 1o confer on this
and other matters with the Canadian au-
thorities, will have a difficult and deli-
cate duty to perform towards the res-
pective colonies .to. which ‘they belong ;
for it is a faet within the knowledge of
almoest every body,that a sysiem of smug-
gling Jetters, contrary.to law, exisis In
the lower provinces to an extent which
lias outgrown any calculation. . The pre=-
sent high rates of posiage have, without
question, led to much of the evils which
tollow smuggling of every description,
and nothing short of a Jow upiform ratc




