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THE GLEANER, 
begins by giving much that large profits 
and years of labor end with.” 
How then sre we most effectually to 
romote the interests of that profession ? 
e have noi only to take into account 

existing circumstances, but to look for- 
ward tv what we have reasonahly to ex- 
pect, now that it -has been determined by 
the wisdom of the Imperial Legislature, 
that we are to forego the advantages we 
formerly enjoyed in the markets of Great. 
Britain, where we shall hereafter have to, 
compete with, not only the superior mode 
of cultivation practiced there,but with the 
producers of all other countries wha resort 
10 those markets with the produce of their 
soil. How is this to be done 2 By adopt- 
ing the same thorough system of cultiva- 
tion that prevails in Great Britain—by 
an intelligent practice of every improve- 
xment—by persevering in the selection of 
ihe best breeds of our domestic animals— 
by the manofacturing and use ofall labor 
saving machines and implements—and by 
the cultivation of every variety of crop the 
soil of the country is capbable of produc- 
ing—and lastly, by seeking access in the 
cheapest possible way to those markets 
where we can obtain the highest price for 
our produce. ; 

Although wheat is essentially the staple 
article for exportation, and the crop that 
Jas hitherto proved ihe most remunera- 
ting to ihe Canadian farmer, there are 
seyeral others which are well adapted to 
10 the soil and climate of Canada, and of 
‘which we have usually imported to a 
considerable amount, and paid for in cash 
thereby creating un exhausting drain up- 
on _the resources of the coventry, that 
would eventually . prove ruinous and 
which is the worst possible policy, unless 
we could exchange the proceeds of, more 
temunerating crops for such importations 
but this is pot the case, particularly with 
wegard to hemp. for the manufacture of 
<cordagze,—an article the consumption of 
‘which is very great,-—and although we 
Lave manufactories of cordage establish. 
«d amongst us, the proprietors are com- 
‘pelied to resort to the Untied States fora 
supply of raw material. Hemp and Fiax 
ought pot only to be produced in suffi. 
cient quantities from which 10 manufac- 
ture all the cordage, (and other coarse fa. 
rics of which they form the staple) re- 
quired for consumption, but to become a 
‘profitable article for exportation; and from 
the flax-seed we ought to make all the 
linseed oil we require for use amongst 
ourselves which is also an important item 
in our imports. Another important item 
+40 be taken into. the account is the oil 
cake, &c., made {rom the refuse of the 
seed; food that would be available for fat- 
ening animals for our markets, which are 
now supplied to a considerable extent by 
our neighbors. We also import the fin. 
erqgualivies of wool, the improvement of 
which is ofeasy accomplishment and with- 
in the reach of every farmer. But the 
proper encouragement for the cultivation 
of hemp and flax would perhaps be best 
effecied by an effurt of this Association; 
as the amount of capital required in order 
to get the proper machinery into opera- 
tion for dressing, is probably greater. than 
what anv individual can command; and a 
united effort will be necessary to ensure 
a sufficient supply. of the raw material 10 
make it profitable. A good deal has been, 
{rom time to time published on the sub- 
ject:of these important crops; but it does 
got appear to have attracted the attention 
of oor farmers to the extent that might 
have been expected, which may in part 
‘be. accounted tor from the circumstance 
of wheat having been in brisk demand 
for the last few years, owing to the fail- 
ure of the potatoe crop, and the partial fail- 
wre of the grain crops in Greai Britain and 
Ireland, as wel as_on the continent of 
Europe; but especially owing to the pre- 
farence we enjoyed in the markets of 
Greai Britain,—a preference we np longer 
enjoy. 
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From the London Morning Herald. 

MR. STEPHEN’S RETIREMENT 
FROM THE COLONIAL OFFICE, 
The retirement of Mr James Stephen from 

the Colonial cffice isan event too serious and 
nigeificant not to be chronicled in something 
fore than a mere paragraph, For thirty 
vears snd upwards this s=date, sanctimonious, 
and most subtle of men—withont roiae or dis- 
play—by the mere exercise of unbounded 
craft—hnge dissembling—a large stock of 
Tialian diplomacy—ibe profoundest reserve— 
ailence, solemaity, astuteness and intellectual 
pewer—coutrived to govern a greater rumber 

of humaa beings, and of mare deversified ra- 
- gag, than either the Czar of Russia or the ! 
Emperor of Austria, In every clime where 
the British flag floaw, and the British infle- 
ence felt, the name of Mr Stephen was knowa 

if not respected. In Europe his influence ex- 
tended trom Gioraltar, Malta, snd the Ionian 
¥slands to the little rock of Heligoland. Ia 
America his influence was known in Canada 
Nova Scotia, New Brunswick, Prince Ed- 
wards Island and Newfoundland, In the West 
Indies hia sway was felt from Jamacia and 
Barbadoes, 10 St Vincent Granada and Toba- 
go. Ia Asia he was dreaded, and feared at 
Ceylon, Heng Kong, and Aden. In Austra- 
lesia he was found to bz ail powerful—at 
Australia, Van Diemen’s Land, New Hoiland, 
and New Zealand; and in Afriea he was pos 
tent, not merely at the Cape of Good Hope 

| and St Helena, but at Sierra Leon, the Isle 
of France, and Gambia. Thus east, west, 
North and south where his name and his in- 
“fluence, too often disasterously felt. - Thongh 
only a subordinate and second in the office, 
he always contrived to be viceroy over the 
,constituted head cf the deparrment in which 
he served. Whether the colonial minister 
was a Bathurst or a Ripon, a Glenelg or. a 

Stanley, a Russell, or a Clarendon, or a Glad- 
stone, he reigned supremie—too often lord of 
misrule and mismansgement. That a man 

- 

“long versed'in the routine of office, and used 
to habits of business, thould have assumed an 
ascendancy ‘over such men as Bathurst and 
Ripon, the dreamy Glenelg, and the incom- 
preheusible, nebulous and Puseyite Gladstone, 
is pot wonderful; but that he should have 
"wrestled with and brought round to his views 
men of powerful, musculine minds, such as 
Stanley and Russell, is a subject: at first blush, 
of wonder, if not astonishment. When, how- 
ever, is it remembered that Mr Stephen had 
served three apprenticeships in the colonial 
office —that, by his diligence and applicatien, 
he had made himself master of the history, 
laws, constitutions, natural resources, agricul- 
ture, commerce, population, tariffs, taxes; rs: 

I strictions, banking, commercial, legal, and 
penitentiary system of every dependency of 
the British crown, the secret of his immense 
power, and his abuse of ir, will not appear 
-very extraordinary. The manners of the un- 
der secretary. were, to his superiors, grave, | 
concilistory, and deferential. Imperturbable 
and collected, he heard from the heads of the 
office, without changing a muscle, seatiments 
and opinions very opposite to his own, and 
resolved in his own mind by degrees to make 
those the most opposed, on their entrance to ! 
the office, to his opinions, the exponents and 
‘advocates of them at the elose of their career. 
“This certainly was, in a sense, the triumph 
“of a species of ability and information, aud ‘a 
‘sreat amount of tact, management, and cun- 
‘ning, but it. was a triumph scarcely ever ob- 
-tained by aa open, an honest, or a direct 
‘course. If there were two paths by which 
Mr Stephen might arrive at a given gaol, he 
would, from preierence choose the narrow, 
the siagous, and ths windiaz, and eschew the 
broad, open highway, where, though his steps 
“might be free, yet his motions could be cer 
tainly tracked, and perseveringly followed. A 
parist Whig in politics, he was in practice a 
thorough Protssiant Jesuit, dealing always ia 
secresy and reserve, and often using expressi- 

‘ons like a late kead of the office (Gladstone) 
in non patural semse. Though ever and 
anon he opened out-to his superiors cepious 
stores of information on the religious conditi~ 
on, physical character, geography, climate, 
position, and productions of many of our pos- 
sessions; still there were always reticences 
and reserves, in the last recesses of his ‘miad, 
so that yon were never sure of your man er 
-of his matter, Tho' he told yor the truth, 
he did not tell you the whole truth, and his 
learned reserve was often more fal to sound 
government and honest irapartal administratis 
on thao the most flagrant and. palpable igno-" 
rance. If his dealings with his superiors 
‘were ogen to these objections, his official in- 
‘tercourse with the public and individuals was 
‘open to graver rebuke aod deausciativa. He 
was sly, he was supercillions, he ¥aslisinges 
nious. aed when challenged with indiretness 
and double dealing, full of whining cait wor- 
thy oi a Tartuffe or a Mawworm. . Thele was 
too, a patronising look and manner-abaut the 
official man, a sanctimonious smugness, all 
the more disagreeable in that it was misked 
with an air * cafrad,” most misplaced n a 
public government office. That Mr Stephen 
wes a man of igmense official information, 
we are willing to allow ; that he was a pr- 
son of considerable scholastic attainment, aid 
no mean powers of analysis and composiiiol, 
we (reely accord; but that he waa 2a wise @ 
good public servant we entirely deny. Of | 
trigid temperement and a cold heart, he was 

ing. 

not often misled by passion ; and his judgment 
was generally, aod indeed constitutionally 
cool ; bac he vmproperly, because unjustly, 
mistrusted every mas that came. (0 him on 
public business, and dad no. saving faith or 
belief in human ‘virtues of any kind This car- 
dinai aad constitytional vice grew with him as 
he increascd in years, and it lay at the root 
of nearly all his worst errors and vices as a 
public man. To gerbe or brilliancy Mr Ste- 
phen had no pretessions. Tha best things he 

ever did was the result of long and pavient 
labor, and in this respect many of his articles 
in the Edinburgh Review may be justly cited 
with no common praise. He was not a man 
of the world or society, but ol e¢ligues aed 
narrow. corners, and herein also wes a prime 
source of many of his errors as a public, eer 

! vant. Ji a candidate for a cclonial judgeship 
or governorship were not of his clique, or 
known or pairouised by them, his pretensions 
underwent a more rizid scrutiny and a more 

hypereritical examination, A.great humanity 
monger in the gress, Mr Stephen was. ofien 
unjust and even cruel in particalar instances, 

| whether with regard to gommuvities, to.sec- 
tions ot them, of to privale individvals ; and 

’ 

ing, supercilioumess, and jesuitism, were of- 
ten fo apparent. Mr Stephen realised the 
Italian’s conception of ¢ plusiere strelli, ‘but 
he never was diitinguished by the volts sciol- 
to. Ia semblingand dissemblieg consisted all 
his tactics and watesmanship. The day for 
these small w es and petty arts has long 
gone by. Tn the ignorance of everything re- 
lating to colonialaffairs exhibited by our lead. 
ing statesmen, l2y also another source of Mr. 
“Stephen’s strength, and it is, we “svppose, be.” 
cadse 50 many of pur public men are at his 
mercy, that he is gids 1 being made a pri- 
vy councillor, insttad ofbeing rebuked by the 
government, as he has already long been by 
the nation at large, Mr Herman Merivale of 
the Western ciraiit, a barrister of fifteen 
year’s standing, an] hitherto a reporter is the 
Law Journal, istd be lhe successor of My 
Stephen. Mir Merirale it the son of the. late 
John Herman Meriale, the reporter of the 
court of Chancery from 1815 to 1817, and 
who contributed some translations from the 
Anthology to Eaglith literature, and died a 

| commisioner of bankrupts, about a year ago. 
Mz ‘Merivale, his soa, educated at Balio] Col- 
ledge, Oxford, is u petson of considerable scho- 
larship—a good historian, well read in gene- 
ral literature, and kas published some Jee- 
tures on colonisation, delivered at the wniver« 
sity in which he gradwated; but his manners 
are. cold aad repulsive, his demeanour some- 
what pedantic ana priggish, and he is wanting 
in that knowledge of the ‘world aud character 
which only a greater mixture with society and 
large dealing with mankind can confer. 
he is persevering, assiduous, grd, we believe, 
honourable and honey; id though not a 
maa likely to be lovet, much more likely to 
be respected-than his yredetegsor. A Jong 
time must of course elapse before Mr. Merri- 
vale is to so great a degree master of com- 
mercial, financial, legal and constitutional 
facts, connected with the colonies, as Mr. J. 
Stephen; but with hig Jidustty and habits of 
labour, and the aid of Mt Meyer, the librari- 
an, he will, we have nodoubl, be soon in a 
position to get through bisines somewhat ga~ 
tisfactorily. We could vish 10 gee the du- 
ties divided, and differenly distributed, Ia 
that case it would be well to choose a retired 
merchant or naval.officerfor the details rela- 
tisg to trade and navigation. -leaving the 
questions of colonial law, aduinistration of 
justice, constitutions, &c- lo 2 well-read and 
competent lawyer like Mr Herman Merivale. 

The Colonial Press. 

Halifax Sui, Degember 20. 

CHEAP POSTAGE, 
Of the constituents of out social economy 

the post office is one of the musi valuable,— 
it is also one of the most cotly. | 

The population of the BliishiColonies in 
America is snnually. multip!yog and extend- 

Steamboats will shqily establish a 
weekly communication betwén Rugland and 
the provinces, whilst, at no dgtant day, rail- 
roads maust knit the extremititg of these pro- 
vinges together in an intimate and Compact fe- 
deration and political union. 
The time, has sraived then, whey post of 

fice arrangement, and the subjgt of theap pos- 
tage may well invite a large share of Legisla~ 
ture and general attennon. 

The policy of the mother country, up to a 
very recent period, was to deal with the post 
office as with-the customs asd &xcisg, (i. e.) 
as a source of revenue, 

In 1837, the post communicgion of Great 
Britain was carried on at an expendggre of 
£500,000—it yielded a profit of £1500,000 
Then arose the question—‘ Is 1hisy social 
good" —is jt good policy, in the langtige of a 
very old homily proverb, 10 “makes y ghil- 
ling at the expense of a pound?’ (he people 
answered: in the negative, and Epglayd fas'a 
penay postage Gell 
Evils not inconsiderable have Iiten oy of the 

high rates of postage. We shellgpunirare a 
few of them. 
The high rates of postage have crigted a 

geoers] habit of sending letters BY private con 
veyance, instzad of through the Post office, 
The Post office is little used by thy macs 

of the population—a grudging feeling arises 
in the poor man’s heart for the gpillyg or 
quarter dollar, the approximets Vajue of Lis 
day's laber. 3 

It has ereated a habit of hunting after mem- 
bers of parliament-to get letters frangec, spd 
as all men -have a natural tendancy 1 be 
pleased in the exercise of an infleesce Which 
gratifies others, hon gente, are DOL geneyly 
‘ound sparing in the exercize of any! prelogas 
ive’ in favour of.coastitueys and Irignds. 
Those are a few of the many evils origina 

td by exhorbitant vaies of postage. Ly ys 
sm up rome of the advantages likely 0 drjge 
ou of their reduction. 

leduced rates would— 
1. Eahance the value of the. pug ofice 

to cmmerce, and multiply” commergial jn. 
tereurse. 

2n. Aid the progress of educatiyg, ind 
draw at the feelings, attachment and ye2yd 
for eah other amongst the various Membyg 
of the \ommunity. 
Whe we said that it would give an imps. 

ws to te march of mind, und speed the pio. 
gress of\opular educalion—we mean that, iy. 
asmuch § ¢ writing 19 but the tool of egyealj. 
on’—thatnstrument willbe the mare prise 

and a greler degree of coherence. of though 
be obraine generally amongst the induyiot 
classes of We populatios,—in proportion ly 

for thiszeason there izsgatcely aperson con. ! 
the measareof facility in the means, of jgtern 

But” 

nected with the colonies who will not'rejoice 
at his remaqvel froma position in which his 
injustice, hollownese, insincerity, donble-deal-. 

more frequently be called into requisition. In 
plain English, there will grow up around us a 
generation of the “ sons of 10il,” taking an in- 

more intelligent, better able to use that intel- 
ligence rightly, whether for purpoces of gos 
vernment, in church or state, in the circums 
scribed relations of Home, or the broader 
connexions of public life. 

x Colonial News. 

New Brunswick. 

“St. John Observer, December 21. 
The hurricane of the 11th Oct., to 

which we before alluded, caused much 
destruction of property at the Island of 
Tobago, as weil asa great sacrifice of 
human life--27 persons ate known to. 
have been buried in the ruins of houses, 
&c., and there were sull many indivi-. 

dos had forwarded from the Rublie Chest 
of the island £200 towards the relief of 
the sufferers. 
Great Flood in the Ohio,—The Ohie 

River and its tributaries, has risen to an 
unusual height. At Cincinnati phe wa- 
ter is only 8 feet lower than 1t reached 
.in_the great freshet of 183%. It has 
caused immense damage throughout the 
country, 
New York papers state that Judge 

Edmonds has issued an order to commit 

finement in the city prison, until they 
shall make an assignment. 
. Thebible is to te steriotyped and printed 
in the Danish language, by order of the 
Managers of the American” Bible Secie- 
ty. There are now in Northern Illinois 
apd Wisconsin upwards of 20,000 Danes, 
and this number 1s to be increased by 
2,000 more who are to join them nex: 
spring. 
New Papers.—The first number of 

uew paper, called The Mail; to be pub- 
lished on the mornings of Tuesday, 
Thursday and Sasurday, (issued from the 
Albion Office, by Baily & Day,) made its 
appearance this morning. 
~ Mr. Hill, editor of the Loyalist, also 
intends commencing, on the 4th of Janu- 
ary next, a. new morning paper, lo oe 
published on the same days, to be called 
the Commercial Times. 
We wish the several parties much suc- 

cess in their enterprises, and a fair parii- 
cipation in the various pleasures and pro- 
fits, as well as * pain and penalties” 
of the profession. 

Novascotia. 

From the Halifax Journal. 

Importance of. Life Assurance.—We 
understand that the late Mr Meyer, took 
out a Life Policy for about £400, only a 
few weeks-since, in the Eagle Life Assue 
rance Office of London, of which Mr. 
Archibald Scott is agent.n this City, — 
This is another illustration of the inpor- 
tance of Life Assurance, and ought te 
induce beads of families and persons of 
limited means to avail themselves of the 
opportunity which these institutions offer, 
or securing to those dependant upon 
them, something in case of a sudden or 
unexpected  death—as in the above case. 

From the Halifax Sun. 

Incendiarism at Kennetcook, Hants 
County.— We learn that on Monday night 
last, the dwelling house and barn of Mr. 
Joho ITarvey, Kennetcook, together with 
their contents, were destroyed by fire, of 
which we may. note, 23 head of cattle, 
5 horses, 50 tons of hay, grain and other 
produce, together with farming imple- 
ments, &c. Loss, about £350. Three 
men of the name of Sanford, have been 
arrested on suspicion. and lodged .in the 
gaol at Windsor. 

From the Picton Chronicle. 
Shocking Occurrence.—We were infor- 

med yesterday of a malancholy and fright- 
ful occurrence. which took place .some 
{tue ago near Arisaig. A widow wos 
man, whose name we have not heard, it 
appears was working in her potato field 
some distance Irom ber house having with 
her two children, a boy and girl. The 
latter, a child about eight years old, re- 
quested. leave to go home which was gran- 
ted by the mother, who sent the boy with 
her to see her safely through a patch of 
woods which lay between the house and 
where they were working. He accom- 
panied ber a partof the way votil it was 
thought she could find her way alone. 
Aud shortly after turning from her, he 
heard her seream, but not being repeated 
he supposed her. startled at something 
trifling, and paid no more attention. On 
going home no traces of the child could be 
found, and on the following day ¢ search 

cemmunicapn afforded—the unused peg wij was instituted, which soon resulted ja the 

creased and increasing interest in each other, 

duals missing. The Governor of Barba-. 

Messrs, Prime, Ward Co. to close con-- 


