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perience, is sble to give that advice which a
soul aspiring after heavenly things so greatly
needs; and which none but those who krow
what spiritual difficulties and spritual com-
foris are, can impart ; while in all peculiat
cases he has his pastor to whom we can refer
his young charge, or from whom he can him-
eelf receive directions how to proceed. It
i3 here that we are to look for the reel reli=
gious education of our people, and to the
perfecting of this system religious persons
must bend their minds. No government sys-
tem of edacation can interfere with this ; but,
on the contrary, if the day-schools turn out
well-disciplined children thoroughly grounded
in all that they profess to know, the daties of
the Surnday-school teacher will be lighter—the
children will come to the Sanday-schoel, and
10 be eatechised at church, with that advan-
tage which is now only possessed by those
who live i the viginity of a good national
school & circumstance which must always be
doubtful, while the majority of the masters
remain untrained.—Dr Hook’s Lelter to the
Bishop of St. David’s.

| verence in those who composed our former
literary institutions was another principal rea~
gon while they fell through. The p:rseve-
rence of the members of our Institute has yet
tobe shewn, but methinks, we need not be
alarmed for its safety nor fear its shipwreck,
if all its other members possess and exemplify
the same enterprising and persevering spirit as
he who stands at the helm of its affairs.

But lastly, tho® not least, nota few of the
fair sex of our community appear to give it
their couatenance. This is undoubtedly,one of
their chief pillars om which the Institution rests.
Let those wha doubt the extent of female in-
fleence, and the certain success that is sure to
foliow any project undertaken or countenanced
by them, having for its object the improve-
ment and welfare of society, think of the La-
dies Bible Society established in Miramichi,

1 upwards of twenty years sgo, and which amid

the wreck and annihilation of other instituti-
ons, has ever since, is now, and is likely to

Tommunications.

continue, in healthy and vigorous operation,

‘ potwithstanding the shameful opposition which

THE MARCH OF INTELLECT. | has veen, and is still so strenuously exerted

It is a lamentable faet, that our ewn com-
munity has been long bound in the chains of
intellectual inactioh, mauy have been the at-
tempts made by some individuals to emerge
from- this deplorable condition, therough the
medium of literary or debating societies, but,
unfortunately, their efforis highly commenda-
ble ths’ they were, for reasons to be after-
wards stated, here uniformily failed. But a
bright, a glorious era has at length burst wpon
the locality: The dark and gloomy clouds of

aganst its success, by those who call them-
selves Christians, and profess to take the Bible
as their rule of faith, and they will discover
the importance of having the farr sex favoura-
ble to our Institute.

It was thought that a Debating Society con-
nected with the Isstitute, would be a power-
ful auxiliary to its progressive improvement.
In debating cocieties, a question is proposed
and stated, and the different sides are taken up
and argued by different persons,  Every mem-

mental darkness, which have so long hevered

overjus, are. disolving, and the sun of intelli~ |
gence is beginning to dart his enlightening |

rays into the minds of a public that has been |
long enshrouded in ignorance, and tettered in
the emanacles of mentallethargy? That the
spirit’ of intelligence is breathing upon us,
awakening us into intellectual life, is evident
from the fact, that a Mechanics’ Institute has
lately been established in Chatham, under ve-
vy favourable auspicious and gratifying cir-
cumstauces. But it is a question, whether it
will prosper. Time, that great unraveller of
mystic futurity alone can teil. Most of our own
Mechanics seem to take a lively interest in it.
But it has been remarked, that there are some
vary respectable and clever Mechanics, who do
not attend it, and why? Because, say they, It
willbe of no advantage to us, to give our at-
tendance there. When there is any work to
be performed . in our line . of business, we
who have a stake in the place, spend our ear-
niegs here, and have made this our homs.

“We who have some pretentions to a know-

ledge of our calling, are overlooked, and tran-
sient, itinerant and inferior tradesman, are em-
ployed'in preferance to us to perform it—now
there is some reason in this argument. The
principal object that Mechagics have in view
in attending the Institution, is to obtain that
knowledge which will render them more gkil-
ful in their professions, enable them to perform
their work with more ecredit to themselves,
end satisfaction to their employers—and place
them in that position, in which they will
stand a better chance of being employed than
those whe are not so skiful But they find
zo. matter how skilful they are, no matter
how much iime and money they gpend in ac-
quiring knowledge in their professions, they
ace totally overlooked, and others, who have
n0tso good & right, are employed in prefer-
cuce to them. They very naturally therefore,
come to the conclusion, that, while such a
state of things exist, their atlendance at the
Institute,” will be of no advantage to them.
This isno chimera of the imagination, but a
valpadie and glaring fact. Itisa circumstance
that argues either a lack of information, or a
wam ot consideration on the parg of those
who give employment. It is an evil, which
if no: removed, will be a clog to the progress
of the Iastitution, and until a reformation in
this particular eflected, the attendance of Me-
chanics will not be sy universal as desired
Again, the leading and inﬂueqtia! members
of 'ﬁcicxy, htVe taken a less interest i the In
stitation.  Ose prociinent reason among cth-
ers, why iastitaticss of a literary character
hitherto established in our midst did net meet
with success, was because the leading men in
the cemmunity did not encourage them  Why
they did not, I will not now wait to enquire,
Fortunately for themselves, and others, they
have got the better of this weaknees, and have
come boldly forth with hand aod heart, and
purse too, to further the glorious cause of ip-

ber is naturally eager to support the opinion
which he has adoypted, be 1t right or wrong,
and unless he keeps a strict watch over his
temper, his feelings are apt to get the batter
of his reason—to lead him to the expression of
ungentlemanly epithets against his opponent—
and to throw out uncalled for remarks, which
in his cooler moments, he would scorn to make.
Again some are disposed in their disputations,
to Joose sight of the truth altogether, and con-
tend only for victory; and having taken the
wrong side of the question, and ably handled
it, they are often time unintentionally led to
adopt it for the right one, tho® before, they
believed it to be erroneons. There are on the
other hand, many advantages arising from this
method of disputation. Each member being
aliowed to teke a part in the debate, a univer-
sal interest in the subject is excited—it calls
the reasoning faculties into vigorous exercise
—it leads to the discovery of truth—and is
highly calculated to threw light on many ob-
scure and impoitant subjects. But here,
where society is eo much divided and the tide
of feeling when once let loose, runs so strong,
the establishment of a debating society in con-
nexion with the Institate would, inall proba-
bility, be productive of more harm than good.
The spark of animosity if once rekindled there
would not be content to bern and blaze within
its precincts, but would find its way into the
Institut  self—buret into a furious and des-
tructive flume, and eventually, in its expiring
energy, leave it smouldering in ruins, Alas! the
spirit of jealousy has already crept into the
Iustitution, and if not crushed in the bud, it
wiil lead to fatal consequnences. It is not my
intention in this communication to enter mi-
nutely in a consideration of the dvantage
likely to arise to our commuaity (rom the In-
stitute, but merely to state, that we have com-
menced a march which will if perssvered in,
lead to more general cultivation of pur minds
—a more exclusive diffasion of rational infor-
mation—and that will be productive of the
most important and beneficial results to socie-

supported that they have not been productive
of happy and glorious resuits. They paturally
lead to concentrate the straggling rays of talent
in one focus, and enable them to act with com-
bined energy in the diffusion of knowledge
they serve o advance generzl science—tihey
excite a relish for intellectual pleasures, and
consequently stem the tide of folly, disipation,
and immorality, with all the awful consequen-
ces, and, ina word, enhance the moral, so-
cial, and domestic felicity of our epecies.
T
Chatham Janaary, 8th, 1847,

MENTAL PHILOSOPHY as ILLUSTRA-
TED sy THr SCIENCE OR PHRENO-
LOGY.

Phrenology, however, as has already been
demonstrated, has aveided both these ex-
tremes, inasmuch as it seeksnot to find out the

telligence amovgst us. The want cf perse.

essence or agture of either mind or matter,

ty, individually and collectively. In no place b
have Mechenics Institutes been established and

further than is exhibited to our view by Revela-
tion. The fact of the brain being the organ of
the mind, or medium of thoughts, 1s demonstra-
ted by the clearest inductive reasoning from as-
certained facts.
but maintain the whols brain to be necessary to
every thought, feeling and impulse, as well as
to a combination of those. Phtenology, esta-
blishing on the contrarg, that different porti-
ons of it are, so to epeak, devoted  to the ser-
vice of single faculties. The exact position
on the craninm of those diff>rent organs being
ascertained by them, and of observations.—
Farther—The systems of metaphysicians hi-
therto have been founded on inductions from
imaginary premises, and atguments for and
against might be uveed ad wfinitum with refer.
ence to them. Phrenology, on the coutrary,
is grounded on established facts—proofs of
which are within every one’s reach. This is
itself, a strong argument in its favour—every
human being haviog a mind, and consequently
interested in the attainment of the leading
principles of a true philosophy of that mind.

It has been stated that the most important
organ of the human system is-the brain, of
which it may be said that it makes man what
he 18, whether for good or evil. If well de-
veloped, and correspondingly trained, it con-
fers on him knowledge and virtue, ard under
circumstences the reverse of these, it entails on
him ignorance, and gives him a proneness to
vice. According, therefore, to its nature,
charaeter, and cultivation, it is the source of
human exaltation or abasement. - ;

The human brain consists of three compart-
ments, the animal, moral, and intellectual, and
to raise their mental character to the highest
perfection, each of these must be large, well
organised, and healthy, and that a correct ba-
lance must subsist between them, skilful train-
ing, by turniniz to the proper account these
high gifis of the Creator, and in that way in-
grafting improvement on capacity, will fur-
nigh the work. Were the whole human race
thus happily tempered, the condition of man
would be as perfect as it could be rendered,
and the state of Society correspondingly pros-
perous. Taient and knowledge would pre-
vail, and be respected, morality and aetive vir-
tue would prevail over profligacy and vice, and
that every one should be happy in himself,
and nseful to others, would be the ambition
and earnest endeavour of all. This would be

a millenium brought into existence by means

of education, and in conformity to the consti-
tution implanted by the' Ali-wise Creator of
man. This mfluence of education is beeuti-
fully illustrated by the celebrated Dr. Chalm-
ers, in his Bridgewater Treatises. - Indeed,
it is in this department that Phrenology is
most necessary, and in which it is destined to
produce the happiest results. How ehould
that sience fail to be of primary importance
to a teacher, whi¢h should enable him to
turn the studies of his pupils into the proper
channel, and to acquire a thorsugh knowledge
of their charaeter, which should inform him
with certainty that such a one has a decided
teleat for drawiag, such another for language,
a third for caleculation, and a fourth for poe-
try, and which would warn him that it would
be a loss of time to urge the progress of a
fifth in a particular direction. How mauny
tears would be epared to children? how many
veaations would not the teacher himself ee-
cape? and who will presume to' foretell the
result of a system of Education in which, by
proper disection, those dispesitions will Dbe
turned to the advantege of an individual
which would otherwise have been the caunse
of his inevitable destruction.

When a child is born with a particular de-
velopement of brain, which, if left to himseif,
will cause him to become cruel and ferocious,
and perhaps commit murder, what does a
a Phrenological teacher do in such a case?
He endeavours to place beyond the reach of
his pupil all cbjects calculated to call into ac-
tion the organs of his most dangerous propen-
sities, and to present to him only those of an
opposite tendency. Strongly ealls his aitention
1o the charms of an amiable disposition, to the
effection which it generates towards itself, to
the praises which it calls forth, and above all,
to the internal complacency with which it ne.
ver fails tobless 1ts possessor. Such represer-

tation exhibited to the infant mind, incessant-
ly, and in a thousand different ways, incline
him to make an effort at amiability. He is
praised for his first virtuous act, he 18 skilfally
encourage to persevere in the same line of
conduct. Ever accidentally, and as opportu-
nity offers, he ismade 10°feel, by some “strik-

Metaphysicians admit this,’

ing example, the melancholy and dep'orable
effects of indulging eriminal passions; and by
assiduous and long continued care, the result
ot years of perseverance, he . becomes 2
man of courage and cooluess, who is . not to
be diveited from a wseful enterprise by feel-
1ngs of too great scriéibilily, but also actuated
by those principles of virtue, which having
gradually become his constant guide, will res-
train him from indulging in aets of zruelty.

In conclusion, and the better to illustrate
the applications of the prineiples of Phrenolo-
gy, to education, T now state one fact chosen
from among the thouvsands’ of instances. In
a letter addressed to the Phrenological Idurnal.
published , ia Scotland, the  author wriice
thug s

8ir—Some time ago I heard from ‘a friend
who lives near Cheltenham, and who has a
small school there, in which he has fousd®
Phrenology very useful. Part of his letter
muy be intaresting to you, and I shall extract
what he says on the subject. “T had the
good fortune to be introduced to Dr. Spurz.
heim, by a commen friend; he was 2 most
amiable, modest, and well'informed man. It
was a weigat of most conclusive evidence
falling uader my own observation, which led
me to apply myself actively to the study of
his ecience, Upon first geeing my boys, he
remarked, 1 had some difficult dispositions to
manage, and that there was little talent in the
whole number. This only created a smile, but
on proceeding to look at them one by one, he
astonished me by giving a most correct out-
line of their characters ; and pointed out their
propensities ‘most exzctly. In fact, Mre. F.
could scarcely be persuaded that I had not been
prompting, him and giving him all the boys’
history previously.  Following the hints he
gave, I have adopted a diflerent method of
treating one boy, and had the pleasure ofsee-
ing the good eflects. 1 considered his dieco-

veries of wonderful benefit 1o Edueation, nnd

am sure of their truth. Upon the sight of one
boy he said, *“ Dont torture him here” point-
iug.to the eye, alluding to the organ of num-
ber, which is very small. 'This very boy’s dull-
ness at cyphering had perplexed ue all, and
carried with it the appearance of obstinacy.
I have not since my acquaintance with Phren-
ology, allowed his days with the writing mas-
ter to be clouded with' tears. The f(aculty
must be exercised in a playful manner.

From such facts as these, it may safely be
predicated; that the day is not far distant
when every Teacher 'will requireto be versed
in thisscience, and when ths rod, as a relic
of a barbarous age, shall be buried in “oblivi.
oD,

LOVY  INUS.

WESLEYAN MISSIONARY MEET-
[ NGS.

The Annual Missionary Meetings of the
Wesleyans’ in Miramichi, were held in the
course of Jast week in ‘the ‘following order.
Preparatory Sermons were preached in Chat-
ham on ths Sabbath by the Revd. Messrs.
Chesly in the morning, and Pickard in the
evening—at Newcattle by the same Gentle-
man, Mr. Pickard in the morning and Ches-
ley in the evening—On Monday evening in
Chatham the meeting weas opened in the usu-
al way by Mr. Pickard, and the chair taken
at half past seven by J. A. Pierce, Esg. who
introduced the subject for consideratior in a
very neat, concise, and appropriate speech.

Mr. Pierce was followed by Messra, John
Fraser, Chesley, Spratt, Pickard, Taylor and
Shepherd in moving and secoading appropri-
ate resolutions, in the course of whose ad-
dresses, a general, eni extensive, and liberal
view was takea of the Mission field—labours—
wants and proaperity ; and finally the meeting
closed after a libersl collection from a highly
entertained and gratified audience, by the Rev.
James Taylor. ‘

At Newcastle, on Tuesday evening,' the
meeting was also opened in the usual way,
by Mr Pickard ; chair taken at 7 o'clock by
H. B. Allison, Eequire, followed by the Rev-
Messrs. Taylor, Chesley, Henderson, Presby-
terian Minister of Nawecastle, Pickard and
Shepherd. An unusual degree, of interest wa?
manifested' at Newcastle—the congregation
was much larger than usuel ; and in the course
of the remurks made through the evening, ap-
peared to be particularly gratified, more es
pecially during the address of Mr.Henderson-
in seconding Mz Chesley’s resolution, in whiclt
the meeting expreesed their gratitude to Al
mighty God forthe prosperity which had 8*
tended the labours of Wesleyan and  othef
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