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A GOSSIP ABOUT LUCK IN
FAMILIES.

It is a singular thing that scarcely any of
our Jeading families in the peerage represeat,
in the direct male line, the houses from
whbich they derive their names and dignities.
For <sample, as regards designation, the
dulke ot Hamilton may be called a Hamilton,
but he is properly a Douglas, by that general
rule which draws the denomination of the
child from the male parentage. The eldest
son of a past marquis of Douglas, by a se-
cond marriage, was wedded to the heiress of
the great house of Hamilton. The marquis-
ate of Douglas was changed to a dukedom, in
favour of the last male descendant in the Jine
of the first marriage. At his death without
heirs of his body, the famous Douglas cause
came before the courts of Scotland, the duke
of Hamilton claiming not only the title of mar-
quis of Douglas, as direct and first male de-
scandaat of the ancient holders of that dignity,
but also assertiag a right to more or less of
the estates of the Douglas house, on the plea
that the sister of the last duke (Lady Jane
Stewart) was bringing forward a  supposition
child of hers to acquire the said property.
This great cause long agitated the Scotiish
courts, and was at length finally settled by
appeal to the House of Lords, when the duke
of Hamilton last the estates, though his right
to the marquisate of the house of Douglas,now
borne as a secoadary title by the eldest son,

| conjoined with the English title of Richmond;

cleuchs got the fion’s share in the magnificeny
Drumlanrig property and palace, bat could
not prevent the heir male from obtaining the
marquisate of Queensberry, with a pendicle of
the estates mnio the bargain; another portion,
and a fine one, comprising a large division of
Peeblzshire, went to the Earl of Wemyss, with
the title of earl of March. All this dissever- |
ment arose from the legal distinction between |
heirs of line, heirs male, and heirs entail. The
duke of Queensberry, first of that title. and
the mos' eminent of his race, had little thought
when he left one of his sons heir to a ducal dig-
nity, and procured earldoms to two if not
three others that almost all of his vast ‘wealth
would go to the heirs of other nawes. It was
by a union with the sister of the first earl of
March, some centary ago, that the Lord We-
myss of the day transmitted so handsome a
provision 1o his descendants as one fourth of
the lands of Tweeddale. Sufficiedtly odd it
is, again, that that family greatly needed such
a boon from sources of an accidental kind.
The share taken by Lord Elcho, the heir of
the Wemyss honours, in the rebellion of 1745,
led to the alienation of the true and ancient fa-
mily estates in Fife in favour of a youuger
branch;and the elder scion would have been
almost landless, but for his inheritance of the
property of his grandsire, the too famous or
rather notorious colonel Charteris. This pro-
vision was large; 'vet the earldom would not
have been a wealthy ene, but for the singular
good fortune which sent in the way of its heirs
a liberal portion of the divided Queensberry
domains.

Let us parsue or notice of the Scottish duke-
doms. Here, again, we find something stri-
king in the way of our heraldic tittle-tattle,
The thi-d Scottish dukedom is that of Lennox,

and is held by tbe descendants of a natural

was fully acknowledged. So that the true
male heir of the long illustrious house of Ham- |
ilton is the marquis of Abercorn, sprung from
a younger son of the family about Queen Ma-
vy’s time. Buat the duokes of Hamilton have
indeed memorable blood in their veins; they
have that of rega! Staarts as well as of the
Hamiltons and Donglasses, the head of the
house Mary’s time having been declared
next heir to the throne, failing her issue. So
that, when the present marquis of Donglas,
inheritor of the conjunct Scotiish, English and
F'r dakedams of Hamilton, Brandon, and

his hand ‘0 a poer German
may be questioned on which side
e honor lay, and by whom conferred in the
a52.  As the undoubted hneal heir of one
thus described By Shakespearo—

srincess, it

Douglas, whose high

Whose hot incursions, and great name in
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I seldiers chief majority,

tary titte capital,

'_',A.v:xll the kingdoms that acknowledge
Christ,

The :st son of the house of Hamilton,
though he owned no other lineage, might well
chim to stand on an equality with a princess
of one of the small Germun ragalities.

We cannot do better in our heraldic gossip-
pisg, than turn to the next aldest ducal house
of Scetland—that of Buecleuh. *Luck in fami-
alies’ has done much for this one—the succes-
gioa to the additional dukedom of Queensber-
vy, and the vast attendant estates, being a
streke of fortune which a marriage in 1720
could scarcely have been expected to cause in
1810. However, it really did do so, the union
of the Lady Jane Doullas with the heir of

Juceleuh leaviag the fruits thereof ultimate
t to the principal titles and estates of the
f Queenshury, Bat though Sir Walter
sit loved to call the dukes of Bucclench the
2ol of his clan, they really are not Scotts
bat Stuarts—the noted duke of Monmauth,
uatural son of Charles 11. by Lucy Waters,
having been married to the heiress of the house.
From hun springs directly the present lina.
1t is odd enough, thut the old border Scotts, a
raee so valiant and powerful, are understood
to be represented in the direct male fine by
tpiers, a family far famed at thie hour for
war-like daring, S William Scott of Thirl-
estane weddad the Baroness of Napier in her
ywn right, and from him, who took her desig-
mtion, descended our fighting herees of the
latter name, the Sir Charles of the sea, and
e Sir Charles of Scinde. as well as the fa-
mous historian of the Peninsular war, General
W. I'. P. Napier. Thus the border Scouts do
theéir old repute for valliancy, and |
i no common degree. Our reasons for
i tts of ‘Thirlestane [now Na-
true male heirs of the house
rred by the testimony of L
e of his great father-in-law.
¢ older branches have been broken by
miale succession, it is believed. But be tt
t may, the eminent Napiers of this day are
it all events, inNubitably Scotts
family blood of him who, of
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. duke of Lennox and the fiurth of Richmond—

¢ Richmond, and Aubigne, in Scotland, Eng-

son of Charles I1., to which monarch the title
reverted on the failure of issue from the sixth

the titles being princely ones belonging to the
Stuarts of Darnley. The ¢ merry’ monarch
was liberal, it is well known, in giving hon-
ours and estates to the offspring of his merr-
ness and the Lennex family, as they finally
called themselves, shared largely iu the distri-
bution of both gifts. 1’0 please Charles, and
add to the obligation conferred by an annuity
of French gold, Louis XIV. made the mistress
of the Eng'ish king duchessof Aubigny in the
Gallic reaim; and thus the present heads of the
house hold the tripple %tles of Lennox,

land, and France. Bat still the conjoined
dukedoms had become rather poor, until a cer-
tain Colonel Lennox married an elder daugh-
ter of the Gordons, and 30, by a singular turn
of fortune, the Lennoxes ultimately have ob-
tained nearly the whale of the vast estates of
the famous ¢ Cocks of the North,’ the dukes

Chambers’s Edinburgh Journal. !
NATURAL SANITARY AGENCIES. |
A this period, when the sanitary question |
is by slow degrees assuming the station of im-
portance to which it has a just title, and from
which nothing but the most obstinate unbelief
has kept it back, the above subject claims for
itself no small degree of interest. The truth,
impressed by man’s great preceptress in her
hand work, 1s, that all organized matenal, af-
ter accomplishing the object of its existence,
and perishing, must be immediately removed,
or so disposed of as to render the inevitable
consequences of its putridity innocuous to the
surviving races ot animated beings. Such is
the simple truth, to which only man, in his
indolent indifference, has offered so long and
s0 stout a resistance; a truth which nature hus
in vain endeavoured, from the beginning of
creation to the present hour, by a series of the
most interesting illustrations, to inzpress upon
him. It is the design of the present paper to
trace the methods by which she has endea-
voured to enforce the lesson.

There are two classes of agencies engaged
upon the work of removing ‘effete material.
"T'he first is a corps of natural scavengers; and
a very efficient body it constitutes: and, in the
second, the chemical aflinities of bodies are
called into operation, wore particularly those |
of the atmosphere. We shall deal with the
zoological scavengers in th first instance. It
is a subject of fawiliar remark, that rarely, if
ever—the shrew mouse is, we believe, the
only exception—do we meet with the dead
carcuse of a wild animal. Animals are endow-
ed with a peculiar instinct upon the approach
of dissolution, which, thus regarded, has an
especial interest. Inio the dens and caves of
the earth, or into the deep recesses of the fo-
rest, or into some artificial retreat, far shut out
from the basy world, the dyiog brute retires,
and there breathes its last in solitude. Here
the tissues that cempose its body can rot, and
putrefy, and become gaseous, and liquid, with
njury to none, until, by the combined influen-
ces of time and weather, nothing remains but
a mass of inodorous bones, which are soon
themselves to crumble, and to form a portion
of the soil upon which they rest. The large
heaps of animal remains ofted found in ca-
verns, have no doubt in a great measure, their
origin in the impulse of concealment antece-
dent to death. Where this law fails to act, it
gives place to another, and a more rapidly ef-
fective one; or there may often be a cowbina-
tion of the two, the destruction of the elements
being united to the labours of the true natural
scavengers. 'I'hese are the carrion feeders.

The Tulturide, among birds, have long en-
joyed a high celebri.y for the vigorous muanner
in which they apply themselves to this import-
ant task. Unless pressed by hunger, the vul-
ture is stated by some naturalises to refuse to
partake of untainted food; but when the putre-

of Gordon. Here was, indeed, a life in the
world! " Itis some consolation to those who |
leve the old names of Scottish story, that the

marquisate of Hantly fell to the heir male, the |

; Earl of Abyone; but, alas! he too, is not a |

Gordon strictly, a female succession in the
fificenth century having turned the Gordon
chiefs into Seatons. ‘

The house of Argyle, fifth on the ducal roll
m Scotland. is one apparently of unbroken
deseent in the male line, from sire to son, for a
great number of centuries. We are fond
enough of our old historic name- to wish that
such may 'ong be the case; and there is a pro- |
phecy among the Western Highlanders, whch, :
though we do not put very much faith in such |
things, may, we hope, be fulfilled. The fami- |
ly was to decline, it was said till a new duke |
with red hair succeeded in the line of the great
duke John. The present Lord lorne presents
this characterestic very strikingly, beyond all |
doubt; and, to =peak more seriously, he hasal- |
=0 already evidenced the possession of some- |
what superior talents. Let us leave to the fa- |
ture, however, the discovery whether the se-
cond sizhted men of the west are right or
wrong in their prognostications.

Two other ducal families of Scotland are
unblemished as rezards direct m:
namely, the Athol 1
what to call the duk
zle all kings-at-a

e descent,
1d Montrose houses. But
s of Roxburg would puz-

They were first Nor-
man Cars, then Scottish Kers. then Drum-
monds, then Bellendens, and latterly they
hore the name of Innis: at least, an {nnis now
holds the title and estate of Roxburg; and a
capita! throw of luck it was for a poor northern
baronet to pick vp a dukedom and its rather va-
luable appendages in the year 1812, in conse-
quence of the marriage of his great grandfather
witha younger daughter of the house of Roxz-
burg 1t the year 166¢

About our .narquisates of Scotland we have
to_say, having touched on  the
Queensherry case already; excepting that we
may note it as singular that a younger scion
of ‘that bouse, born before 1600, should leave |
a high succession to be enjoyed by his descen-
dants of so late a day as our own time There
lies a moral in allthese things, it gives a les-
son on their condition to poor men; but we
shall leave the lesson 1o be devolved by aud
by, and ¢ | only vbserve, m e meantune,
that (hese laws of entail, which at once de-
fraud the vounger branches of a family of their
due share of patrimor ial property, aud set just
creditors at defiance, will' and must got a
check some day soon. The general result of
thewn is as here stated, though - particular in-
stances may bhe cited to the coatrary, and
houzh we ourselves 1ave shown cases where
it was fortunate to be 2 yonn but even
here the d fort X

not much

)

:ntalis, possi-

; are wore numerous; but in tropical America,

fuctive process has once commenced, it flies
upon it with the utmost avidity, and gorges
itself almost to suffocation. T'he assistance of°
these birds in the removal of noxious matter,
very naturally increases in importanee with
the nature of the climate m which they abound.
The vultare, and its kin would be 1 imminent
risk of entire starvation in the gelid north,
almost daily dainties lie ready for them in the
southern regions. Mr Swainson writes of them
that they are * the great scavengers of nature
in hot lutitudes, where putrefaction 1s rapid,
and most injurious to health; ani the disposi-
tion of numbers is regulated by an All-wise
Creator according to thewr needfulness. They
are sparingly found in Europe;in Egypt they

although the species are fewer, the individuals
are much more plentiful.’  'Travellers have on
many occasions commmnemorated the activity of
the operations of these birds in Egypt, more
particulirly in the large cities of that country,
where they remove decomposing material of
everv sort, the carcases of animals, and the
debris of all kinds which the inhabitants, with
a stupid confidence in their filth-consuming al-
lies, cast forth into their streets. They huve
even come under the protection of the legisla-
ture, and laws are in force at the present hour,
which impose penalties-upon any who shall be
Zuilty of molesting or destroying the regular
fitth-contractors of the East. ‘These birds, in
order to adapt them more effectually to the
task which ‘nature has appointed for them,
possess an astonishing faculty of receiving and
conveying to one anoiher, the tidings of a far
off feast. © Mr Darwin believes that their rapid
congregation around their prey is to be accoun-
ted for by their possession of the seases both of
sight aud of smell in un extraordinary degree
All nuturalists are not agreed upon the question,
bucnone deay that it is littie less than miracu-
lous to observe the appnrently instantaneous
communication of the intelligence (o the scat-
tered members of this carrion family. Condors
and vultures before altogether invisible, seem
to pounce down almost by magic, upon their
banquet. -~ Mr Darwin conjectures, and the so-
lution appears simple and natural, that it is to
be attributed to their high-soaring habits; that
thus out of the filed of vision ardinarily swept
by the eye of" he spectator when walking or
on horseback, aloft in the air the vulture may
be floatmg, looking down with keen interest
upon the earth beaeath, and instantly droppiug
upon its quarry when it is perceived. This ra-
pid stoop, ke udds, is the signal to the rest,
which then hasten to the field from the remo-
test points of the horizon. When engaged uc-
tually upon the work, the vualture exec 1
in a very workmanlike stvle, no:
sarcase for some days together, until it is com-
pletely stripped of its integuinents,and noth- !

{ing left but the skeleton with its connecting
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ligaments.  On the plains of Africa, where the
huge carcases of the giant herbivora weuld li¢
to poison the suripunding atmosphere ‘o #
enormons extent. the scavenger is an mzmv'qst'
pird of the vulture family, known as the socia-
able vulture, whose ferocity, activity, and
appetite, are commenshtate with the arduous-
ness of the labour which devolves upon it. Lg
Vaillant, the celebrated French traveller and
naturalist, writes that he found vpwards of six
pounds of the flesh of a hippopotamus in the
stomach of one, which, after a Jong and obsti-
nate contest, he succeeded in kiiling.

‘That which the winged scavengers leave un-
consumed, falls commonly to the share of the
four-footed ones—the jackal and the wild dog-
From titme immemorial, these loathsome crea-
tures have been regarded by the eastern nati-
ons, who neglected the lesson their example
inculcated, as the benefectors ef their commu-
nities. Mr Bell, in the History of British
Quadrupeds, "is ‘inclined to believe that the
wild or half-wild dogs were the common sca-
vengers of the camp of the Tsraelites—an office
which their successors stidl hold among t9e
cities of the East. * Him that dieth n the
fields shall the fowls of the air eat,” but ¢ him
that dieth in the city shall the dops est,” was
the awful curse which hung over some of the
royal houses of the Israelites; and it seems 10
aftord an indication of the respective functions
of these two classes of labourers, Not less
efficient is the shrieking jackal. It follows in
the rear of the weary caravan, being ceitain of
suceess when thirst, weariness, and disease
have begun their work among the travellers.

The waiers of the ocean, just as the wide
extent of the air and earth, mnust likewise be
preserved from contamination. A striking
provision exists in a_ consideruble number of
instances for this end: it is the luminosity o
dead fish. It is a mistake to believe (his to
be the result of putrefaction; on the contrary,
a dead fish is only luminous until the puosre-
factive process commences, when the light
disappears. It would seem probable that, ve-
ry shortly after death, the gas known as phos-

" phuretted hydrogen was produced on the sur-

face ofthe body ofthe fish; Yut when, as &
further step in decomposition, ammonia I8
evolved, the latter substance combines with
the luminous gas, and the phosphsrescence-
ceases. This appears to vs the simplust solo-
tion of a phenomenon which has perplexed
many philosophers. - The light 1s the guide t0
the prey so long as it is most proper for cov-
sumption ; after that it disappears. The sca-
vengers of the great deep are its multitudinous
inhabitants, which, from the voracious shark
and his relatives downwards, to the smallest
thing which traverse the waves, are all band-
ed together in this common cause,

Nature has, however, an agent at hand, be-
fore which these sink mnto a comparative un-
importance, it is the race of insects. Every
one is familiar with the startling observatjon of
Linnzus, that three flies (musca vomitaria)
would devour a dead horse as quickly a3
would a lion! 1t is not beyond the truth. T'he
whole tribe of flesh flies, from which our feel-
ings turn with disgust,are nevertheless,among
the most. eminent benefactors of mankind.
more serviceable far than the gaudy fluttere¥
or tinctured butterfly in whose behalf our ad-
miration is more generally and naturally es-
listed. Whilcke, a Swedish nataralist, states,
that so great is the productive capacity of &
single species, that each insect cun cmnq*”
more 1avages than could an elephant. A sin-
gle female of the fly called the Surcophage
Carnaria will give birth to about twenty
thousand young; and o hers are not wantings
the green flesh fly particularly, to add their,
thonsunds in countless numbers to 1the mass of
labonrs, To these busy myriads is the work
committed. In a few days the larvee of the
flesh fly attain their full growth, and heﬂ'vr"r
this time it has been proved, by weighing
them, that they will devour so much food,and
grow so rapidly injwenty four hours, as e
increase their weight nearly two handrediold-
Thus an approximate estiinate can be conceivV=
ed of their value as sanitary agents. The car-=
vion beetle rank next in consequence and take
the place of the flies in the consumption of the
remninder. The great rove beetle does an -
credible amount of work in this way, and will
commit ravages npon meat left within s rea b,
which are not likely to pass from the memory
of the housekeeper. Kirby and Spence -
forms us there is a small cockcoach which gf*‘:'
into the hut of the anfortunate Laplander, 2n¢
#ill in one day annihilate all bis stock of d
fish. It isa remarkable fact, that many kin
of perishable animal matter have a pecul®f
insect appropriated to them. Each to its ow8
—a law which has a broader range in natu’
than that undee which it 1s hore contemplatec
—sgeems to be the ('oqimission by which thes®

winged powers go forth to their labour. 5“";

to these comes the termites, the ant tribe; a1
their importance swells with the fervid n:mn;‘
of the climate. In tropical countries they #i°
most supercede other creatures in the work ©
destruction: they are consequently of a la !
size, are produced in vast multitudes, and [,‘I.
sess a prodigious voracity. They ‘“‘.l] ;mmt Ky
in .whole armies, the dead Lody of an animi’
and in a surprisingly short space of time WU
denude it of every particle of muscular :I\l",'i
adipose material, leaving ‘.wh_md only the 18
aments and bones. Thera is in these Jabour®
an amusing succession of workmen,which :‘_
exceedingly curious.  First come the skin :hc
wovers, then the sarcophagus insects, 1henf i
carrion heetles and ams, and these are *; :
lowed finally by the smaller carrion sels t-ltft'
coronotes and mitidul@: when they have e

off’ work, nothing remains te pollute the at-
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