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A GUANO LOCALITY.

BY A VISITOR.

‘Trm southern coast of Africa is aimost en-
tirsly destitute of harbours or shelter for ship-
ping—the only safe and commodious ene is si-
tuated on the south west-coast, in latitude 33
degrees 8 minutes south, and about seventy
miles morthwards from Cape Town. It is
kaown as Saldanha Bay, and is within Cape
Colony; but, until the last two years, it had
beon scarcely visited at all, except by voya-
gere_who had occasion to make such repairs as
require a vessel to be hove down, and for this
purpose itaffords much greater facilities than

® comparatively troubled water of Table

¥. Last year some attention was called to
this bay by the visit of a large number of ves-
sels, for the purpose of obtaining the guano
which abounded upon some of its islets; and
since that period, about 40,000 tons have been
removed from these barren and desert shores
to fertilise our own Jand. ' From north to
ssath, the bay has an' extent of about twenty-
&ive miles, and its breadth may be aboyt seven,
There are three small islands near its entrance
bearing the names of Jutten, Malagas, and
Marcas islands. Between Jutten islund and
the main shere 15 a wide passage, deep enough
for vessels of almast any burden, Malagas is-
land was covered with guano several feet in
dopth, and the captains of numerous vessels
that were sent out to search the coast for the
sapposed nitre of soda were glad to come here
*od take home cargoes of guano. The anchor-
age under this island is not very good, and the
surf is heavy, 80 that most of the vessels lay
& Hoetjes Bay, where they were completely
sheltered.  Nearly a hundred vessels were
there at ens time taking in guano. The co-
Jonial government, which levied a duty of £1
per toa upon all guano removed, erected a
tsmporary stage, to the end of which, the gu-

an0 having been previously dried in the sun,

was wheeled in barrows, and discharged into
the boats.

Many boatmen and labourers from. Cape
Town, as well as those brought by the ships,
aad parties of the crews, lived in tents upon
this island for a considerable time, digging,
drying, and carrying the guano, go that quite a
litle  town was formed. The butchers of
Cape Town sent men to slaughter the cattle
2ad sheep which the farmers of the interior
drove down in large quantities ag supplies for
the ships. Saldanha Bay then presented a
scene of life and animation, contrasted to its
state before and since. No one can walk
among its barren sand-hills, where no sound
is audible but that of the ocean, without fecl-
ing the most oppressive loneliness. Shooting
parties were often formed to chase the ante-
lspes and baboons, which at that time aboun-
ded in the neighbourhood, but soon retired be-
fore the guns of the sportsmen. The baboons
are about four feet in ‘height, and ef a fierce
disposition, and, from their agility in scramb-
ling among the rocks, are not easily shot. The
writer was the spectator upon one occasion of
a young baboon, which had been shghtly
wounded by a musket-ball, seizing a good-si-
zad dog, and ripping it open with his powerful
‘teeth. Having thus rid himself of one of his
parsuers, he retired among some rocks, and
could not afterwurds be found. There are al-
%0 some hares ard rabbits, and ether varieties
of small game.

Ostriches, too, inhabit this sandy district,
bat, owing to their extraordinary flectness,
soldom tall a prey to man, who is obliged te
content himself with their eggs, which are
1aid upon the sand to hatch. One egg makes
a vesy respectable meal for two persons, the
oontents being reckoned about equal totwenty-
five hens’ egga. There are plenty of sea-fowl
ponguins, duikers, shags, gannets, &ec.—
whese presence has renderad the soil of the
izlets 80 valuable. There are also many va-
rieties of noxious snakes, of which the cobra di
capalla and the puff adder are the worst. Now
that the vessels have left the place, it has re-
asanmed its former solitariness, and the game
is returning as before. A friend of the writer,
when cn a visit to the spot cne day, killed an
ox for the consumption of crew, and hung it
upoa a triangle in front of the tent in which
s slept ashore. e was awakened in tha
widdle of the right by an unusaal noise, aud
on looking cautiously cut underneath the tent,
ha perceived a large leapard (called by the

- oolenists a tiger) €:ed on the carzass, and
tearing away the fash with his tseth and
vlaws. Deing without arms of a'ty description
he naturally felt some alarm at first, but as he
waa mot iuclined to nut up with a total loss of
the meat, ha threw a large stone at the bHaase,
which isvmediately bad the effact of malag it
decamp.

Os Marcos islend epgs ere lail in rrest
quantities by duikere end other sra-birds, Ag
old maa who obtainad o livelihsod by collrst-
ing thain, wad eending them by the bestmen 15
Caps Town, % tha gola inhabitant. "hy
uorthera part el thy bay is seperated frem the
toathera, which ' ealled 10 lagocn or river,
by tae two islands Schapen and feoziven,
whish are also great egg-depaitarics. Scha-
pen, which is the lacgast of the two, is nearly
s wileia diametes It has a small spring of
frash water upon it closs 1o the cea, and it
abounds with rabbits. 'Che lagoun extends
aboat eight miles to the south-east, and at its
extremily are sms flats, where good salt may

| of limest

be obtained. In many places it is shallow,
and full of sand banks; but there isa narrow-
channel, varying from two to faur fathoms in

depth, coming in on the east side of Schapen |

island, and running a considerable distance in-
land, where the streamn, from the tide, is con-
tracted and runs with a velocity of three or four
miles an hour. In the dry sunmer season the
south-east winds frequently blow with much
violence, and drift the sand of the sea-shore
into dunes, which cover and destroy the bush-
es, sometimes for more than a mile inland ; but
if there were any inhabitants,this might be re-
medied without great difficulty by planting
trees along the shore to windward. ~ Im many
places on the east part of the water may be
found within a few feet of the surfuce. That
from a well about fifieen feet deep was good,
and was used to supply the shipping by the
government resident, who has the superinten-
dence of the bay, and the care of gevernment
land. The supposed deficiency of water is wi-
thout foundation, at least as compared with the
colony generally; and there is no doubt that a
suflicient supply may be had atany time, jon
any part of the shore, by boaring to a moderate
depth. To the east the rocks are chiefly gran-
itic; and Hoetjes Bay there is a large quantity
, and of ironst are fre-
quently found. The bay contains a plentiful
supply of good fish, very fow, however, re-
sembling the European species; and thousands
of divers and other sea-birds may be scen pur-
suing and diving for them. A few years ago
a fishery was set on foot, but it was ultimately
given up for want of a sufficient market. A
single store, at which most common articles
may be obtained, a cottage or two close to the
shore, and two or three farm-houses a few
miles inland, are all the inhabitants within
many miles of this capacious bay. One of
these farms, about seven miles from the sea, is
called Witte Kliss, from a large white stone
on the hill above it, which, owing to its eleva-
ted position, is a conspicuous object from most
parts of the offing.  Here is a powerful spring
of water, very slightly brackish. The proprie-
tor is a Detch boor, and owner of the land for
some miles along the north side of the bay.
he cultivates scarceiy anythiag, leaving it in
ita natural state, and allowing his cattle to feed
onit.  Most of the land areund is a light san-
dy soil covered with brush, with very little
grass in summer, as there is not sufficient
moisture in this dry climate.

With respect to what has been the chief pro-.
duct of this place—the guano—it has generally
been supposed to be the droppings of sea-birds
ascumulated in large quantities. This opin-
ton may be correct as to that which comes from
the coast of Peru but it is not strictly so of
African guano. Both that which was procu-
red at Suldanha Bay, and that at Ichaboe
some way farther along the same coast, was
lurgely mixed with other substances. Some
captain not inaptly compared it to * a mixture
of bad snuff and rotten kittens.” A few years
since, the seals and other marine animals along
this coast was seized with a fatal epidemic;
which caused them to craw! upon the rocks,
and die in myriads. In this part rain seldor
or ever falls; and the dead bedies, afier under-
going partial decewposition, become dried in
the sun, and were everlaid by the deposits of
the birds. Tis was the manuer in which the
guano was formed into beds of such depth.
In digging into it, the remuins of for seals were
found in abundance. ‘I'he preservation and
accuwmulation of these animal deposits is cau-
sed by the climate, rain—as in Egypt in asi-
milar latitude north—seldom falling to wash
them away. There isalso a great similarity
between the climate of the African and Peru-
vian coasts in the want of rain; and it has
been conjectured, net without probability, that
there may be a field for guano enterprise under
the same parallel of latitude on the litcle explos
red coasts of New Holland. Many ot the gu-
ano speculations wers extremely inecative lu=
crative. The guano coat nothing but £1 a ton
to the colonial government for license to re-
removs it, and the labour of loading, and it
s0ld in England for prices averaging from £6
1o £3 perton. 'The ships sent ou: were ge-
werally old, and hardly £t for any other ser-
vice,

From Chambers’s Edinburgh Jouraal.
WAR SCENES.

This paper is from ths pen of 2 veteran soldier
who has gpent bis liie amid such scenes and
incideris 28 be atiempted depict. We
give it not s0 much for literary reasons, as
for the iaterest which attaches te it as the
views ¢ 2 soldier en the subject of war,

Tao3z who have seen the most of wer
—those evea who have won their honours on
the wmoat brilliant battle fields—ure general-
ly Goremest ia making eforts for the preserva-
tion of peace. They bavs witnessed so many
of the dirs efects of war, so much misery,
aTiction, and demoralization, that, unloss in
the defenco of life aor their country against the
attacks of & foreign foe, they weuld neither
willingly draw the sword thewselves, nor sanc-
tion it Lai:; rnsheathed by others.

L: Las (alien 10 my lot to witnees nany scenes
of warluze; nd | iatraat those who have visi-
ous of glory, conques:, and se forth, to- bear
with e whilst | endsaveur 10 convince them,
by @ brisf retrospeat, and by the reflections
natorally arising therefrom, that nothing can
coanterbalance the unspeakable advantages of
peace.
air? The drums anc trampets of a divisien

of an army approaching a town, in a country |
which is the theatre of war. They are nati- |

onal and friendly troops; but their arrival does
Bot preduce aoy pleasarable feeling in +u®

What sounds are those which £ill the |

M

breasts of the inhabitants. They are worn ont
| Yesterday the town was ‘occupied by a bri-
| gade of the enemy’s forces, which hali only

marched out in the morning; and although it |
was a disciplined force, it bad lelt disastrous |
traces behind it. In every house numbers of
officers and privates had been billited; the an-
thorities had been perewmptorily called upon to
supply rations and forage" for the brigade; not
a coraer nor a nook in the greater part of the
houses had been left unesplored; and the sa-
credness of domestic quietude had been in-
fringed upon. The townspeople had scarely
made a perceptible progressin the restoration
of their dwe!lings tosomething approaching to
their usual state, and were just preparing to
seek some repose, und were congratulating
one another on the prospect of a quiet night,
when  their ears were assailed by martial
sounds.  And now their homes are again
crowdea with military; fresh demands are
thade for supplies; fresh anxieties, alarms, and
toils falls upon them. This sad state of things
Insts throughout the war. There are neither
homes, nor domestic peace, nor security.
The’ spirit of the people at length becomes
broken, and family ties Yre rent asunder by
strong temptations to which the youthful mem-
bers are exposed by a continual succession of
authorized intruders—many of whom are in-
triguing and immoral, as may easily be sup-
posed when the heterogenous materials of which
even the best-regulated armies are composed
are taken into consideration. 1f open towns |
or villages are thus exposed, how dreadful is
she condition of a fortified place when besieged
by a powerful army, and defended by a com-
petent and determined garrison! For wecks
and weeks the showers of shot and - shell from
the enemy’s batteries pour into, and burst
over the deveted town without intermissi
on. Alarm and dismay arestamped upon eve-
ry countenance; women and children are hud-
dled together under ground, or in places where
therc may be a chance of shelter; many are
crushed to death by the rains of their falling
dwellings; heaps of slain incumber tho streets;
great numbers of houses are on fire; the starv-
ing people crawl about the perilous streets in
search of aliment of the most revolting descrip-
tion; they are parched with thirst, and there 18
no water; a horrible contagious fever breaks
out; the livid corpses are piled up in the streets,
for the surveyors are to weak to bury them;
and the soldiers, decimated by the enemy’s fire
or by disease, can render no assistance, for
they are at their posts in the bafteries. At
length a breach is made m the walls, the as-
sanlt commences, and the forlorn-hope is led
Ly gallant officers Down, down are many
brave fellows hurled into the ditch; those who
follow them share the same fate in great num-
bers, but others scramble over the dead bo-
dies: of their comrades; the defenders are slaugh-
tered or driven back, and the place is taken by
storm.  Alas for humun natare, Cruelty and
the most revoiting scenes of de%ravity are per-
petrated, perhaps during two or three awful
days<and nights, by an unbridled soldiery,
amidst flames and explosions! . The shrieks
of the victims are unheeded, and the officers in
vain exert themselves to stay the frightful tor-
rent of human infamy. At fast the savage tur-
moll ceasts, and an awful ‘silence ensues—the
silence of exhausted vice, intemperance, and
death! And wherefore this letting loose of
all the bad passions, this agony, these fright-
Ful deaths? - Perhaps for a matter in dispute
between two potentates, who are awaiting the
result 1n their luxurious palaces afar off—a des-
pute for which the harmless people care not
one siraw  Peradventure a crown is claimed
by one branch of a royal house, and is' posses-
sed by another; or the case may be that a por-
tion of territory belonging to the neighbouring
state (a territory snatched ages ago' from the
aborigines) is coveted in order to round a dis-
trict, or with the view of creating popularity for
the head of a republic, w0 as to insure his re-
election. But is it not monstrous and humili-
tating that the people should be thus tortured,
and stricken to the earth, aud exposed to these
demoniac assaults, on account of sueh personal
cavils and ambition ?

Come with me to the battle-field, What
fury! what carnage! 'The cries nad groans of
ded and dying are unheeded; and those whose
hearts have been at all times, in their private
capacities, open to appeals, however feeb)g,
from their suffering fellow-creatures, now, in
in the excitement of the moment, rush upon,
or gallop over, enemies or comrades indiscri-
minately.  Many, in the very height of their
fell onslaught, are in their turn laid low by bul-
let, lance, or swerd, and lift up their imploring
hands on the approach ef other hosts who are
{ everthrowing every obstacle to their advance
or retreat.

The battlle is won. The hostile forces are
vanquished , and their artillery caprured, a dy-
nasty has been changed; a so-called ¢ balance
of power’ established; or a political princple
vindicated. Grandiloguent preclamations and
manifestoes are now published; rejoicings take
place in cities, towns, and villages; and pro-
tnises are made which, it is almost certain,
will never be realised. 1t is more than proba.
ble that the remedy will be worse than the
disense; that, whether from hollow professions.
or thae frustration of hounest intentiens by after-
intrigues, the ostensible object for which so
much gnffering and slavghter wers incurred
will ba cast entirely into the back-ground.

Let us now visit one of the field hospitals,
+ whither the wouaded are coaveyed during and
i after a battle. Here, in a hamlet half in ra-
ina, from having been the sceme of various
conflicts in the course of the military operatj-
»as, 11¢ sowe of the victims of war. The mi.
fary surgeons are doing wll that

?
|

skill and ha-

manity can accomplish to alleviate this -aces-
mulation of haman suffering. One amputatee
a shattered limb, another probes a wound with
scientific and gentle hand; whilst many a poor,
prostrate creature, severely ‘wounded, casts
his imploring eyes the over-occupied surge-
ons, hoping that his case may be the next to
be attended to. On a sack filled with straw
lies a fine young man; there is blood upoen his
clothing; a musket bullet has lodged in his
shoulder. He speaks mot, but his lips are
distended, and display a fine set of teeth
clenched together: this™ gives a grinning yet
anguished ~expression to his countenance.
Poor fellow! his eyebulls seem starting from
their sockets with almost speaking anxiety.
Poor fellow! he has been sticken with Jock.
Jaw; he will in all probability die a lingering
death from starvation. No food, no liquid can
pass his lips; the portals of aliment are
closed; and 1t is to be feared that no humas
skill can reopen them.

Fron the hospital it is but a few steps to the
dead-house, where the bodies of those whose
wounds have produced fatal effects are de-
posited for a few hours previously to receivimg
sepulture. In a corner of the hovel lie the mu..
tilated remains of several gallant men. What
a fine head crowns that trunk'—for it 1t is bat
a trunk. ‘This man must have been a soldjor
of some years’ standing; his head is rather bald
and the hair on on his temples is thin and
grizzled  The expression of his conntenusce
even in death, is noble and placid; his head is
pillowed on the shoulder ofa pale youth, whose
strength had not been sufficient to resist the
wasting eflects of his wounds. What can
compensate the widow of the stalwart veteran,
or the mother of the young man who had mot
yet attained his full strength, for their bersave-
ments ?

Hard by lies the body of a man whose fuce
had been frightfully gashed by a sabre-cut, and
one of whose arms had been amputated ; morti-
fication ensued, and he died without pain, after
smuch previous suffering. Bandaged limbs and
head—awful disfigurenents from gun-shet
wounds or from gashes in the face-—these are
the marks of the suffering of those whose corp-
ses add to the horrible heap.

I will not pursue this sad theme any farther.
[ have sketched a very faint outline only ef
what 1 have witnessed on the dread theatre of
war. Tts evils, however, do not cease with
the enormous amount of physical suffering
which it occasions: the demcralisation conse-
quent upon war is beyond description. B
degrees, and from repeated temptations, back-
ed bysbad examnples, many a virtuously-dispo-
sed individual becomes habitually immerai
in conversation und practice. - A wandering
and unsettled course of life begets a reckloss
state of mind; there is no home feeling, me
magnet attracts, asis the case on occasional
absences from the domestic circle on business
or for recreation. The soldier becomes, by
degrees, indifferent to aught but eontrivanees
for securing his own personal conveniences oa
the march or in quarters: where good princi.
ples have hegun to take root on a soil perha
uaturally prone to moral weakness, they almost
inevitably perish under the influence of the
contaminated atmosphere of the camp in time
of war: and crimes which would never have
suggested themselves to the mind, or beem
possible. in the ordinary coursa of life, are
committed without reflection and without ve-
morse,

Cupidity, too, is fostered to a great extent in
war ume. . The supplies for largs armies in
the field must be obtamed at any cost: it is me-
cessary. to have recoarse to intermeditary per-
sens in order to procere them; and the door is
opened to speculations. end malversations of
all kinds, which are practised and connived at,
and ramified indefinitely. At the termination
of a war, some purties may bave accumulated
large fortunes, whilst others, who have bess
living in reckless lusury far beyond their orig-
inal sphere or legitinate means, are suddenly
reduced to'a mere piltance, and the artificist
wants they huve acquired lead them, perhapa,
to the committal of dishonourable deeds in
order tosapply thenv, The country is exhanss-
ed and burdened with liabiities which it takes
yenrs and years of heavy taxation of the pes-
ple to liquidate; and it is very likely that just
as the nation is beginning to recover itgajfe
when new paths for prosperity are being dis-
covered, and fresh sources for the employment
of the industrious and scientific classes are be-
coming developed—at this fair and auspiciens
mement, whew the fruits of a long peace are
Just wirhin the people’s reach, another peolities!
convulsian casts them again on the brink ef
the dreadful guif of war,

I say that, inasmuch as that great pawer—
steam—hus bronght into rapid and continued
intescourse far-distant nations which, in ewr
grandsires” days, were almost unknewn to eask
other—that intercourse being calealated 18 he-
manise the peopie, and 1o foster the eslements
of peace—s0, amidst the wondrous changes s
in every division of the world and of seciety
which have been accemplished in onr day
it wouald be well it a high court of arbiirs-
tion were established for the settlement
conflicting polilitical points, and thus prevest
bloodshed und the perpetration of crime for 1he
attainment of ebjects which are not ef 1h®
slightest importance to the masses who are 1b
ain supports of the secial fabric.

From Hogg's Instrueser.
A SEA-FOWLING ADVENTURE.

O pleasant afternoon in summer, Frask
Costello jumped into his boat, and pulling ber
out of the narrow creek where she lay meared,
erept along the iron-bound shece antil be reseh
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