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HEMP. 

AX T3gAY ON THE CULTURE OF RENE, 
BY THE RON. H. CLAY. 

This is a complete treatise on the best 
Manner of raising and preparing an arti: 
cle, which always commands cash suffi- 
tient to reward liberally the caltivator 
who proceeds correctly in obtaining this 
Vaiugble product... The author of the es- 
Sy is’ not less favourably knownas a 
satesnyan than as a pratical and scien- 
lific agricolturisy Sif as his name will 
give it that weight and currency with 
Ameriean farmers which is due to its 
trinsic excellency. k 

* The preparation of the ground. far 
| fowing the seed is by the piovgh aad 

orses, until the clods are sufficiently 
Pulverised or dissolved; the surfacerof 
the field is rendered even and. smeoth 

| iL should be as carefully prepared as if it 
were ' for ‘flax.’ ‘The "wos important 
Point 160 efien neglecied, cannot be at- 
tended 10 too much. Scarcely any other 
trop better rewards diligence and care- 
fo! husbandry. Fall or winter ploug- 
Ing is practised with advantage ; it is 
Indispensable in old meadows or old pas- 

tore grounds; - intended for’ produciag 
ap. vd 

_ “Plants for seed are ordinarily reared 

moti 

hat ol 

in 3 place distinct from that in which 
they are cultivaied for the lint. In this 
tespect, the usage is different from that 

which is understood to prevail in Eu- 
Tope, The seeds which are intended’ to 

‘eproduce seeds for the crop of the next 

Year, are sowed in drills about four 

lest apart. ‘When they are sufficiently 
grown. to distinguish between the male 

| and the female stalks, the former are 
pulled. and thrown away, and the latter 
are chinned, leaviag the stalks separated. 

ol seven or eight inches from each other. 
‘his operation is wsually performed in 

‘the blooming season, when the sexual 
tharacter of the plant is easily, discerni-, 
ble ; the male alone blossoming, aud 
when agitated throwing off farnia, a 
ak dustor floor; which fall's and coy 
lours the. ground, or. any. object that 

of | 
i 

dd for the same object. 
~ wre generally cut after the first smart 

| tomes in contact with ite, A few of the 

~ alg plants:had betterbe left’ seattered 

~ through the drill untilihe farnia‘is com-. 
| Pletely'discharged for'an obvious reason. 

ween the drills a plough is run soffi- 
tienily * often to keep the ground [ree 

from ‘weeds and grass ; and "bétween the 
‘aalks in each bill the hoe is employ- 

The seed plants 

frost, between the 25th of September and 
| the middleof October, and carried to a 

ra or stack yard, where the seed is 

easily detached bylshe common fiail. 
They: should be gathered after a slight 
ut before a severe’ frost; aad as they 

will fallout very easily, it is advisable 

10 haul ‘the plants on a sled, and if con- 

Yenient, when they are wet. If trans- 
Ported on .a cart or ,waggon,.a sheet 
Should be spread .to catch the seed a3 
Wey shatter out. After the seeds are 
Separated, the stalks which bore them 

ing too large, coarse; and harsh, to pro- 
ce lint, are usually thrown away ‘Shey 
May be profitably’ employed in making 
tharcoal for the ‘use of.po xder mills. in 
urope where the male and female plant 

ire promiscuously grown together in 
the same field, both for seed and for lint, 
the male stalks are first gathered, and 
the famale suffered to remain growing 
Wati| the seeds are ripe, when they are 

Use gathered, the'seed secured and lint 
Sbiained, atter the rotting from both des- 
Siptions. 

. “ After the seeds are tareshed out, it 
8 advisable to spread them on a floor, 
10 cure. properly. and prevent their rot- 
ling, before they are finally put away 
Or use the next spring. - Seeds ave not 
Benerally used unless they were secured 
the fall previous to their being sown, as 
Lis believed they will not vegetate if 
Older; but it has “beea ascertained that 

» "hen they are properly cured and kept 
IY, they will come up after the first 

Year,” It is important to preveat them 

ting property, and for that purpose 1hey; the hand, whic huis: beuer- for the pro- 
|e 
| floor. ; 
i The seeds, wliether: to. reproduce 
seeds only, or the lint, are sowed about 
ihe seme time. ‘Opinions vary as (wo the 
best period. It depends a';good deal up~ 
on the season. The plant is very slen- 
der, when 1t first shootscip, and is affect- 
ed by frost. Some have sowed as early 
as - the first of April, but itis generally 
agreed, that all the month of May, and 
whout the 10th (of 1v especially, is the 
most favourable time. 
and successful hemp grower in the 
neighitbourhoed of Lexington, being ask« 
ed tlie best lime to sow hemp, answer- 
ed, ‘immediately before a rain. And 
undouhitedly it. is very fortunate to ‘have 
a moderate rain’ directly afier sowing. 

** When the object is to make a crop 
of hemp, the seeds are sows ' broadcast. 
The usual quantity is a bushel and a 
half to the acre ; but here again the far~ 
mers differ, some using two bushels or 

even two bushels and a bait. Much de- 
pends on ihe strength and fertility of the 
soil, and the care with which it has been 
prepated «as well as the season, Teo 

sity Jof opinion - and. practice. + The 
ground» cao only sustain and nourish a 
certain quantity ot plants; and if that 
limit be passed, the surplus will be smo. 
thered in the growth. “When the seeds 
are sown; they are ploughéd or barrowed 
in ; ploughing is: hestin old ground; as 
it avoids the injurious effect of a beating 
rain, and ‘the: consequent:baking of the 
earth. Ir would 'he also beneficial sub- 
sequently to’ roil round- the ground with 
a heavy raller. 3 

* After the seeds are sown, the labours 
of the cultivator are suspended until the 
plants are ripe and in a state tobe gaths 
ered ; every thing io the intermediate 
time being left to “the ‘operations of nz- 
ture. If the {season be favourable unuil 

the! ground; { which theyowill do jn a 
few weeks, at six or eight inches height) 
there (is ‘strong probability of a good 
crop. © When they auaia that height, but 
few articles sustain the effectof sea- 
sons better than hemp. © " 

“Tv is generally ripe and ready vw b 
gathered about the middle of "Angust] 
varying according 10 the time of sowing. 
Some sow at different periods, "in order 
that the crop’ may not all ripen at the 
same time, and that a ‘press of labour ‘in 
rearing it may be ‘thus avoided. The 
maturity of the plant is determined by 
the evaporation of farnia, already noticed 
and the leaves of the plant exhibiting a 
yellowish hue 5 it is then generally sup- 
posed: to be. ripe, but it is safest to wait 
a few days longer.” Very little atten- 
tive obsérvation wiilienable any one 10 
judge! when they ‘are [fully wipe. In 
that respect it is avery: accommodating 
crop, for if gathered “a little 100 soon, 
the lint is not: materially injured, rand it 
will wait the leisure of the farmer some 
ten days or a fortnight after itis entirely 
ripe, 

“Pwo modes. of ‘gathering the plant 
are ‘practised, one by pulling ‘them up 
by the‘ roots; an ‘easy operation with’ an 
able bodied ‘man, and the other by cul- 
iting them about two inches (the nearer 
| the ' better) above tlie surface of the 
yground. From the quarter to the third 
{of an acre is the com.don task of aa 
{average labourer, whether the one or the 
lother mode is practised. The objecti- 
|ons 16 pulling ‘are, ‘that the: plants wiih 
their'rodts remain connected with "them, 
are’notalterwards so easily handled in 
the several operations which’ they must 
undergo’ that all parts of the plaats do 
not rot-équslly and alike,” when exposed 
to the dew and rain ; and finally, that be- 
fore you put them to the bracke, when 
the root should be separated ‘from the 
stalk, the root drags. off with it some of 
the "lint The objection 10 cutting is, 
that you'loose two or three inches ‘of the 
best part of the plant nearest the root. 
Pulling being the mast ancieat method, 
is most generally practisel.. [ prefer 
upon ihe whole, ‘eutting; and I believe 
the pumber who. prefee it.is yearly in- 

om heating, which destroys the.vegeta- ceasing... When pulled; isis doge with 

An experienced: 

these causes may be ascribed the divers: 

the planis are sufficiently high 10 shade; 

bosid be thinly spread ona slieliered | tection: df: an old leather glove. The 
‘labourer catches’ twenty or thirty plants - 
togetlier, with both hands, end by asud- 
den jerk draws them without much difs 
ficuliy. Fhe: operation of conning is 
performed with a koife, often’ made’ out 
of an old scythe, resembling ‘a sickle) 
though not so Joog hut broader. This 
kaife 1s applied much in the:samesway 

‘as the sickle, except that the Jabourer 
stoops more. 0 
‘Whether pulled or dut ithe plants 

(are carefally © Jaid on ‘the ground, the 
levener the better 10 cuore ;o which they 
Ido in two pr three days, in «dry wea 
| ther. 
{lying downy liso theught by some to be 
beneficial, inasmueh. as tlie leaves; of 
which they should ‘be deprived, may be 
easier. broken’ off’ or detached.” When 
cured. the pllanis. are set upin the; field 
[in which they were produced, in- shocks 
| of convenient size, the roots or butt ends 
|resvag on the gronnd, and thastops uni- 
ted above by @ band made out of the 

i plants themselves. Previous to putting 
them up.in, shoeks, most culigors nie 
the plantin sgngil hand bundles 
a size, as that each can be conveniently 
held. in one hand. Before the shock are 
formed, the lenves of the plant should be 
rapidly. knocked off with a rough paddie 
or hoaked stick. Sowe soffer the plants 
to. remain in these shocks, vat! the 
piants are spredds«lown 10 be rotted. 

as s00p as they can command lsisure, 
(and it is cleanly, the best). and form 
them into stacks. | Few farmers permic 
these stacks 10 temain. over a whole 

roved, | By remaining that) period 
in stalks, the plant. go. through a swear, 
or some othe w process, that improves ve- 
ry. much the-appearavce; and I' believe 
the quality of the lial; and this improves 
ment fully. compénsates the loss of time 
in bripging it to marker. The lint basa 

soft texture and a lively hue; resembling 
| water roited hemp ;odond I oncersold a 

box of it in.1lie. Baltimore marketiat ‘the 
price of Russia hemp. In every other 
respect the plants are treated as if they 
were noi kapt over a year. 

* The. nugthod of dew rotting “is that 
which; is generally practised iny Kens 
tuckyes. The + lint. so spread ‘is not so 
good for many purposes, and especially 
tor rigging and ships, as when the plant 
have been rotted by immersion in wa- 
ter, or as it is generally termed. water 
rotied. 
ly, higher price: of the articie ‘prepared 
in the Jatter. way, hasinduced more and 
more of oor farmers every year 1oadopt 

which every American. production ‘unfors 
tunately encounters when ic 3s first ine 
troduced; and comes dn (contact with a 
rival European commodity, 'T . think it 
robable that ima few years we should 

reiga hemp. The obstacles which pre- 
vents the general practice ~of water rots 
ting, are. the want of water, at «the best 
season for the operation, which is the 

the change of an old habit, and a’ per- 
suasion which has some foundation, that 
bandhng the plant after their submérsion 
in water during that montheis injurious 
to health. The first ‘and last of these 
obstacles would be removed by water 
rotting early in. the ‘winter or ian the. 
spring. The only difference in the oper. 
ation, performed at these seasons and in 
the month of September, would be, that 
the plasts would have to remain longer 
in soak before they were sufficiently rot« 
ted. 

‘* The planis are usually spread down 

twber to'the middle of December. A far- 
ther whe has a large crop on band, “puts 
them down at different times for his 
convenieace in handling and dressing 
them? Autumnal rotting is more apt to 
aive the linta dark and eosightly colour 
than witter rotting. The best. ground 
10 expose the plans upon is. meadow or 

| grassdand; but they are not ‘unfrequently 
tspread over the same field on which they 
! grow, ~The length of tinge they ought ta 

A light rain falling oo them, while 

‘such 

Others again; collect the shocks ‘together! 

year, before the plants are exposed tobe! 

The greater value, and whusiante 

it; andif that, prejudice were subdaed; 

ve able to dispense altogether with fo-- 

month of September ; ia repugnance to: 

to be dew rotted from the middle of Oc-- 

remain exposed depends upon the degree. 
of moisture andahe temperature ‘of the 
weather that prevail, Ina very wet and 
warm: spell five! or six weeks may be 
long enoughi + Whether they have been 
sufficiently rotted or not is deterniined by 
experiment) =A handful is’ aken and 

when it can beieasily useerrained; by ‘the 
facilivy with which the linv can “be *deé= 
tached fromthe stall, if iv be properly 
rotted) If skenplantso remain’ con’ the 
ground too! longy thie fibrés lose some 
of their strength; though dv few days” lon 
ger than necessary in cold weather will 
not do any dnjury. IT they rare’ waken 
up too soon, that is, before the lint cam 
be easily separated from the woody part 
of the'stalls, it is harsh, and the!process 
of breaking is difficult and /troublesome: 
Snow routing, that “is:when the" plants, 
being spread odt; remain long enough’ 
tovot, (whichyhowever, requires a greas 
rer: Jength ‘of’ time;) bleaches the inv 
improves the quality, and makes it near 
ithe valuable esiif it had been waterrovs 
ted. Lr [ 4 ac 

‘“Afver thie operation of rotting is: (pers 
[formed ‘the plants are again collected to’ - 
gether putin shocks or stacks, of; whieh 
is still ‘better, put ‘under a shed or some 
covering. When itis designed to break 
and dress thém immediately, they are res 
‘quently set up against some neighbours: 
ing fence. The best period: for break: 
ing and dressing isithe' months of Februa~ 
ry and March, and thesbest:sorc of wea- 
ther [frosty pights and: clear thawing! 
days. The brake cannot be'usediadvan=, 
tageously iu wet or moist weather. “It 
is almost invariably used inahis’ state 
out of doors and ‘without ady cover; and 
to ‘assist its operation, the’ laborer often’ 
makes a large fire neavit, ‘which serfes? 
the double purposejof drying the: plants 
and warming himsels, Jv conld noi bé 
used in damp weather in a; hohse withe. 
out a kily or some other means of drying» 
the stalks. J nica-ilama 
-** The brake in general vse/is the same 

hand-brake which was 'eriginally fintro= 
duced, and has been always employed 
here, resembling, though longer than: the. 
common flax brake. It isso weil known 
as to render a particular” description of 
it, perhaps, anvecessary. ‘It is a rough 
contrivance, set upon, four legs, abopt 
two and ‘a-half” feet high.” The Yrake 
consisis of 1Wd jaws with’ sits’ on eat) 
the lower jaw xed and immovable, and 
the upper one moveable, so that it, may. 
be lilted up Hy means of a handle jserty 
ed into a head or hlock at the front end, 
of it, The lower jaw bas three slats or, 
teeth, made of (ough white oak, and ihe 

7 

‘upper (wo, arranged approaching to about, 
two inches in front. and in such a maps 
ner that (he slats of the upper jaw play 
between those of the lower. 9 de thts 
are about &ix or sevefi“féet in length, "gix’ 
inches in ‘depth; and 'aboWC two inches it’ 
thickness in the ower édges’; they are’ 
placed edge wise, roiddéd a litle off their 
upper edges,” which are’ sharper’ than’ 
those’ below.” The laborer takes” his 
stand by’ the“ 'side of the brake,” and,” 
grasping in bis left hand as many of ‘the 
stalks'as he ean conveniently hol, with” 
hig right hand he seizes the handle’in 
the head of the upper jaw, which be lifts, 
and throwing the Landful of ‘stalks ‘Be " 
tween the jaws, repeatedly strikes them”. 
by lifting and throwing down the upper 
jaw. These’ successive strokes break 
the woody or reedy part of the stalks into 
small pices or shoes, which fall off'du~ 
ring thie’ process.’ He assists their dis. 
engagement by ‘striking ‘the 'havdful 
against a stake, or with a small*wouden’ 
paddle, until he'lintor dark’ is" entirely 
clean, and completely separated fromthe’ 
woody particles. \ 

* After the above operation’is perform. 
ed, the hemp may be sentclied, 10 sotiend 
it, and 1o strengthen the threads, “That 
process, however, ‘is not thought to: be 
profitable, and" is not therefore generally 
performed by the grower, bat is left to 
the manufacturer, as well as that of bear- 
ing and hackling it.. Scutching is done 
by the labourer, taking in his left "hand 
a handful of the lint, and grasping it 
firmly, then layinghe middle of it ups 
ona semi-circular match of a perpendizi. 

broken by theshand otapplied vo the brake -


