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Agricultural Zournal.

THR

Annual Mesting

OF THE

Northumberland Agricultural
Seciety, for 1847,

The Annual Meeting of the Northum-
berland Agriculiural Society took place
&t Weatherall’s Hotel, Newcastle, on the
morning of Wednesday, the 25th day of
March, at 11 o’clock.

The Board of Directors were convened
one hour previously, for the purpose of

and Report

transacling business, preparatory to their 9

Temoval from office. Wihen this meeting
had ended, they retired to an adjoining
large hall, in ‘which a bighly resyecta-
ble—but owing, no doubt, 1o the disa-
greeable state of the weather—a some-
what scanty company, were assembled
for the occasion.

The President of the Society, Jouxn
WricrT, Esq., opened the meeting with
an address of considerable length ; which
was delivered in his usval forcible and
effective style. He spoke first of the
pleasure which he enjoyed, occasioned by
the rapid success of the Seciety. He
dwelt on the vast importance of agricul-
ture‘to the wellare and presperiiy ot this,
and every other country;—assured the
meeting that however strenuously mer-
cantile and professional men of the com-
mupily may now feel disposed to pro-
mote the interests of the Farmer, ihe
weifare of this Society, and the advance-
ment of Agriculture in Northumberland,
must depend—not upon the exertions of
such men as these—but upon Farmers
themselves ; and should they in future be
80 vnwise as to manifest anything like
apathy, or an indifference 1o their own
iaterests, as.z body, they cannot reasona-
bly expect anything betier than that the
ardour of men who are but indirectly
interested in the promotion of agriculture,
will gradually cool away.

The Treasurer’s accouat—previously
andited by the Board—was then suhmit-
ted, read, and unanimously approved of ;
the same being correct and highly satis-
factory. 2

The President desired the Secretary to
read the Report of the Board for the past
year,—which is as jollows :

—REPORT—

In perusing the eatly pages of the short his-
tory of Northnmberland, nothing more fo
arrests the aitention of the | 20l Té
than the neglect of agriculture. He finds
active people tusied 1a mowing down
chiefest resource of the cou —it3" fore
and purchas 2 propo ofthe
plies necessary for this purpose, from the
ports of Canada, and
He is astonished to Jearn,
hundred cargoes of Tim
shipped for the Brit
for money and ma
fate sam expended
luxuries and ¢lothing, about
value of the timber thus expc
productive soil, and an :ntelligent and indus-
trions populatton, but very little atiention was
paid to agricalfpre.

How long t
best interests of the county we
nued, 1t is difficult to tell, had
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there not
appeared among us ome of those vigorous,
iatellectual minds, which, like br tars in

darkeet nighis, ate seen but few and far bhe-
tween. . To the talent and energy of this man,
may be maialy iraced the origin of the existing
Agriculiural Society ; the birth of that spirit of
vivalry, and the epread of that intormatioa,
respecting.the art and utility of agn lture,
which now begin to characterizs Northumber-
land, end bid fair to raice it, from is lo
degraded position, 1o rank second to no couaty
in the Province,

It is hardly necessary to n:
whom reference is here made.
tent Board of Direetors came into off
All-wise Dispeser of events has se
kim off from the land of the liv
memory of our laie Secretary, t
J Lvrs Sourer, will long live in the
Nor:humbetland, ess d with
best and most durable institutions.

ie the person to
Since the pre«
, the
t to cut
3 ; but the

Reveread

. Biuce the period at which this Society dates
18 origin, a gradua! improvement—more rapid
in latter then in former yeare—di tishes
94r agrienitursl movements. By
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tincily proving ihe truth of this statement, the
joard remark, that takirg it for granted, the
on of Northumberland have
ished or increased since
merely the quantities
¥ imported 1a the year 1828,
being the st year of this Society’s cpera-
tions, with the guantities imported 1n the year
1846 & saving to the couvntry of not lees than
fifty thousand pounds appears in favor of the
latter penod,

During the past year the various sghemes
adopted by your Society for the advarcement
of the geners| iaterests of the Farmer, have
proved most pleasingly successfol.

The Annual Ploughing Mateh teok place at
Newcasile, on the 15th day of Ostober last, in
a fleld the property of Mr John Wyse, Doug-
lastown The weather, and the sitvation of
the field, were alike delightful. The com-
petitors numbered twelve ; the ground wes
smooth, and 1a good order ; auvd the work was
all admirably well donme. Six prizes offered
by the Board were competed for, and won by
the following persons—

Ist prize by G. Scott,Douglastown,

materially dim
If we compere
of bread stoff;

h

18
%5

Farmer, £210' 0
2nd do. by W. Mahoney,do.plongh-
man of A. Rankin, Esq., 2 00
3rd do. by R. Johnston,Newecastle,
Farmer, 1156 ©
4th do. by W. Bateman, do., J.
Urquhart’s horses, 110 0
5th do, by A, Campbell, Napan,
Farmer, 1.51i8
6th do. by John Rainnie, Newcas-
tle, Farmer, 1 0i0
In all, £916 0

The Society’s **Catde Show and General
Exhibition,” teck place in the Shire Town, on
under the most
gratifying circumstances. A detailed account
of the articles presented for competition. and
their qualities; together with the names of the
successful cempetiters, and the sums they
geverally wen, having been published in the
Gleaner, ver, of the 12th January la
the Board do not deem i ary to cumber
this Report with any additional remarks.
some time previously obiuzired the
f the sister societies of Kent, Restis
2, and Gloucester, the Board applied the
grant of the Legislature, made in 1846, to-

neces

wards the introduction of a supeiior breed of
Horses.

Oan the 2od day of March, 1846,
wniel Weatherall, a on well qualfied
to perform such ¢ i 1s despatched to
the State of Vermont, and the Western Dis-
Canada, to purch the description
animal b ted to the wants of the coun-
Owing to circumstanc however, of a
culiar kind, instead of one, Wearherall
nrehased two horses, both of esteemed pedi-
Bree, whose names are ¢ Morgan Champion,”
and ** Bulrush.” day of

April, he arrived fety, at
J ]

:ts ol

on the 20th cay of Alay last, subjectto certain
{ by the Board; the due
tulfilmeant of which conditions was goaranteed
penalty bonds, executed at the time of pur-

« The Society had of necessity to sustain
iderable loss by this transaction ; but

1¢ benefiis which this County, and
ng ones, will ultimately reap’by the

coaditions preseribed

ex

improved offspring of these animals, they have
no occesion to regret having mdde the outlay.
The B i having, as usual, ordered sea~
n ciety’s annual eupply of Clover,

1d Horticultural seeds, have re-
e whole in excellent condition. These,
with a separate supply from the
8, wili be parcelled off, and ready
for delivery by epring, at the stores of Mr P.
Watt, Newecastle, Joha Porter, Ezq., Do
town, and Mr Thomas Spratt, Chatham

The Treasurer’s account—ean abstract
which

of
is hereto anmexed—has been duly an-
dited, found to be correct, and is highly sa.

tisfactory. It exhi a pleasing augmentation
to the socic urds, occasioned by a consi-
de e increase of members during the past
ye and shews a balance of cath om hand
amounting to £24 12 3.

of the p of late

1ade r ances as an agricultural county;
yet the are still far, very far, be-
hind older countries. Nor is it a whit less
true, that untries—ao far from
to anything like perfection—
oaly begun to reckon the extent of that
ent, 10 which the aid of scieace

ad is
eapable of condacting them.
known, that the Dritish Go-

ea fit to repeal a law,
won to Eanglish, Irish,
aad Scoteh farmer: Gre anxiety, therafore,
aecessarily prevails throughout the mother
countries, ling the effect which this
change wil ¢e- on the agricaliural inte

the
ne

ests of these kingdome. At such a crisis, a
fresh impetus cannot fail to be given to agricul-
ture. Every effort will be put forth, which
science cam  suggest—ingenuwily invent—or
experiment discover, to. increase the growth,
and improve the quality of every acre of arable
jand in the nation. Nor will the effect of
* Free Trade” uponr agricultare 'be confined to
Great Britain and Irelund. It will extend, in a
lesser or greater degree, over every portion of
Europe and America. >

These assertions, however, mey be viewed
by eome as merely chimerical. Xe it so;—they
are the opinions mainteined bv the most com.
petent, jundges in the world ; and they are, in
a measure, already veyified by the partial ap-
plication of ecience 1¢ the varied interests of
the husbendman.

How, then, it may be azked, is this wonder-
ful imprevemeut to be effected? How are
these countries to increase the quantity and
improve the quality of their Jand produections ?
or by what means ¢re. they to cavse Jands,
hitherto barren, to bring forth abundant crops 1

Now, it cannot be reasonably expected that
on the present ocecasion,ihe Board will attempt
to give a full or comprehensive answer Lo these
important questions. Nevertheless, they may
briefly state—that by the application of the truths
of Chemistry, Geology, and other sciences,
to the cultivation of the soil ; by the saving
and properly applying manures; skilfully
preparing, and adapting different kinds to
different crops, and different qualitics of soil;
biy the application o mechanical philosophy
to the construction of Farming Machines and
Implements ; and lasily, by the ready inter-
change of informatien between different lo-
calilies, so that the whole country may be be-
nefitted by the eaperinents and discoveries of
each. By these means, and such as these,
can a consummation jo desirable be attained.

We know that by swudying Nature, we
are made aequainted with the truthe of science.
Scientific men, as it were, ‘ask questions of
Nature, and receive her answers. Such ques-
tionsare asked, when men meke experiments,
2ed the resulis of these experiments are Na-
ture’s answers. For instance, it has been found
that no plant, except aquatics—i. e, water
plants—will thrive in soils that are saturated
wiih water ;3 therefore a method now advan-
tageously adopted) innld farming countries—
for improving the s0il and increasing it pro-
ductions—is eflicient Draining. Air s as ne-
cessary to the reots of plants, as it is to thejr
stems and foliage ; but where water abounds,
alr cannot enter, and consequently no-healthy
vegetation is pieduced. We also krow, that
well drained laed 13 easier and more eflectually
cultivated,—that no land ean be properly stir-
red by the plough, or other implement, unless
it be free Irom an excess &f moisture ; and
that waiting in the epring till the ground be
Iry enovgh, bas often occasioned the loss of a
season, which never can be. the case ia efficts
ently drained l:nds. Besides all these advan«
tages, not only is dry land warmer, but the air
immediately over it is warmer alo. Now,
these circumstances combined, hasten the
growth, es wel as the maturity, of the crop.
The Board mey here notice another most im-
portant and prectical expedient, to which Bri-
tich Farmers have lately had recourse, for
hiog their land, increasiog their crops,and
g their profit ; it is an unremiiting en-
deavor 1o incriase the number and quality of
their Flocks and Herds ; and the adoption of
such a rolation of cropping aswill admit of
a frequent regelition of green crops, for the
purpose of scling and stall feeding their
Live Stock. g

Here, then, we discover two strong reasons,
why the farmers of this country should double
their diligence, and press forward to something
{like a» advanced system of agriculture. The
15t reason.is this— Their antiquated method of
farming, as compared with that at present
{ pursued’ in all older eountries.. The second is
| —The iresh impetus” which Free Trade will
undoubtedly give to the {urtherance of agricul-
ture in these countries, seeing the whole world
may now be termed one common .field, for
free and equal competition.

Bat here agtin 1t may be asked, how is this
tobe done? How i8 it possible for the fars
mers of this county to get within sight, much
less to keep pace with their brethren in Bris

tain, Burope, and America? By way of
answer to the question, Can tiis be done ? the

Board might reply—after the menner of Sir
Walter Scoit—by putting another question,
Will Farmers try ?

Among a variety of expedients, howaver,
10 which they shall hereafter allude, the Board
way here mention, as the first thing necessary,
: the adoption of some medium by which
owicdge of the elementary principles of
Chemistry, &ec., may be easily attained and
iffused throughout the ecuntry, This
must necessarily precede anything like an
amended eystem of eultivation.

As well might a man unacquainted with the
art of miziog ealours, yet sal! himself a painter,

4

| expect to produce a striking portraiture, 88 o
i Faymer—¢o called—expect to produce luxuri-
{ ant crope, whe knows little or nothing of the
{elements contained in the composition of his
‘goil, or of the menures with which he would
enrich that soil.

¢ By this statement, however, it is by mo
mearis meont that every man who expects to
farm well, must needs be a scientific or learned
{man ; but it is meant that he ghould be learned

'{in the ecience and art of farming ; for it is

not one whit less necessary that he be so than
| that the Lawyer be learned in the principles of
| the law, the Divine in theology, or the Physi~-
licinn in anatomy. Surely, it will not be urged
;that hig arm will Jose its -vigor, because his
intellect 1s strong ; or his barns beeome empty
because his brain 1s stored with useful agrieul-
tural knowledge.

Do we not see in the mercastile aad manu-
{acturing world eround us, that no sconer'is
any improvement made public, than it is im-
mediately adopted. Old methods ate at omee
put aside, and every new discovery of scieace
and ingenuity without hesitation put into praz«
tice. Yet how differently act our Farmers !
Judging by the apathy and lukewsarmness
evinced by not a few ofthem,one wouldalmost
be driveago the conclusion that they had be-
come 80 solemnly wedded to old practices,and
£o incursbly blinded to their own interests, as
that they had resolved not to mudgz one single
toot along the read that leads to improvement,
* Don’t tell me about these things,” says one
claes; “ for if anything further could have
been found cut about farming, it would have
been found out long ago.” **I know enough
about farming already,” says another class;
‘““don’t bother me about your improvemente
and book farming.”  Suc¢h men s these, in-
stead of gladly contributing theit dollar annwal-
a brass butlen and ¢ half were guaranieed as &
ly, would grudge to pay one brass butlon, ‘as &
subecription to any Agricultural Society, unless
return for the outlay.

But while this is true as regards too many
of the farmers of this county, fortunately there
are very many who desire 1o ascertain the way
by which ‘they may acquire that instruction
which is found to be so necessary to good and
profiable farming, Now, the question as to
how this instruction may be best furnished,
aud most effectually conveyed, is one which it
behoves this Society to weigh well, with the
view of being able to give it something like-a sa-
tisfactory answer,

The Board of last year directed your atten-
tionto various metheds practised with admira-
ble success in Britain and the American
States; and they recommended the adoption of
a few of taese, as applicable to the infant
condition of this country. Of these methods,
however, it is deemed reedless to epeak, on
the present occasion, as they may be easily
found in the annual report of last year.

Through the medium of the very excellent
Report lately published by the Agricultural
Society of Restigouche, the Board learn that,
with the view of direciing the attention of the
farmers of that thriving county to the im-
provements of older countries, a resolation
passed the annual meeting—¢ Thas 40 copies
of the ‘ British American Cultivator,’ be order-
ed this year, and distributed as premiums un=~
der the direction of the agricultural board.”
And again—*¢ That the agriculteral board of
this year do import a-two horse power Thresh-
ing Machinre, a Clover Thresher and Separator,
aad a Portable Cheese Press, to be sold by
public auction to any membar of the socie:y,
the upset price being cost and charges.” Now,
although no one will deny that the farmers of
this_county owe Mr Pierce a large debt of
gratitude for the highly judicious agricultural
selections with which the “ Gleaner” weekly
abounds, still the Board conceive that the cir-
culation of such admirable periodicals as the
“Culiivator,” Professor Johnston’s **Cote-
chism,” which comprizes zJl the great out-
lines and divisions of the science of agri-
culture, and hisother rudimental works of a
similar description, would prove exceedingly
beneficial. Why mercantile enterprise has not
done more to introduce newly invemted im-
plements end machines, the Board caanot eon-
ceive. Had it been otherwise, the Merchant
and the Farmer would have been muiually be-
nefited.

Let ug suppose that an old country ssienti-
fic and practical Farmer of this day, were to
visit Northumberland, and spend 2 few days at
the house of each of our Farmers ;—with what
2510 1t would these farmers listen to the
many stariling delects which ‘the stranger
would point out in every department of their
now antiquated . method of Farming. He
would be able to show them that for little
more than half the expense—half the labour—
or hall the time now employed, their lands un.

der the new mode of treatment, could be
14 1

made to yield far mere than their present pro-

ducts,

He would do this by explainiag the present
theory, operations and efiects, ot Draining end
proper Ploughing. The method.of gaving and.4
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