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Frem Chambers's Edisburgh Journal 

AN "AMERICAN'S VISIT TO 
ENGLAND. 

The tourist as might be expected was 
aleo charmed with the almost universal 
taste for flower coltivation and embel« 
lishment. The neat flower plots before 
the doors of villas and cottages are the 
marvel of every foreigner.. ‘Even the 
Jabourer's Rumble cotiage—too seldom, 
1 am compelled to admis, anything but a 
picturesque  object—will occasionally 
have its flowery shrubs adorning ils 
doorway, and the ivy hanging its beao- 
tiful trespes over 118 window, formiug,as 
it were, a mirror set- io a frane of the 
“richest ‘green. The’ village of Marr in 
Yorkshire, not far from Doncaster, and 
the village of Edénsar in Derbyshire, 
near Chiaisworth, and the village of Lord 
Brownlow in Lincolnshire, the best built 
and by far the handsomest village I have 
seen yet in England, to cottages of an 
excellent and picturesque construction, 
monuments of the liberality of their. pro- 
prietors, add these beautiful rural embel- 
lishment of vices and shrubs, and flow- 
ers, and at first blush,compel a reflecting 
mind tv admit the moral influence of 
such arrangements "upon the character 
snd mapners of the inhabitants. Church- 
es and ruins likewise, are often seen 
spread over with the richest mantles of 
ivy ; and among many others, the vene- 
rable aod magnificent remains of Had- 
wicke Hall, for example, are covered, I 
may say, in the season of iis flowering, 
with a gorgeous rove of it, matting irs 
sides with indescribable luxuriance,climb. 
jug its lofty” batlements, and fringing 
1s empty windows anc broken. arches 
as theugh nature would make the pall 
of death exquisitely beautiful and splen- 
did, that she might conceal the hideous. 
ness of decay, and shut from the sight 
of frail mortals these affecting monu- 
ments of the vanity of human grandeur 
and pride. | . 

1 have said and written a great deal to 
my countrymen about the cultivation of 
flowers, ornamental gardening, and. ry- 
ral embellishments; and I would read 
them a homily on the subjest every day 
of every remaining year of my life, if I 
thought it would have the effect which 
1 desire, of inducing them 10 make this 
matter of particular attention and care, | 
When a man asks me what is the use of | 
shrubs and flowers, my first impulse js 
always 10 look vader his bat and see the 
length of his ears. I am heariily sick 
of measuring everythng by a standard ot 
mere utility and profit; and as heartily 
do I pity the man who can see no good 
it life but a pecuniary gain, or in the 
mere animal indulgencies of eating and 
drinking.” 

Of the landed preprietors Mr Colman 
is disposed, to think well ; and meations, 
as evidences of their liberality, that they 
are satisfied with a return. of from we 
and a half to three per cent. on their 
lovestments. Here he has committed a 
slight but natural mistake.  Londlords, 
generally are contented with these com- 
sen small returns, because in the 
Circumstances they can seldom get more. 

sides capitalists invest money in.and 
for another kind of return than rents. 
«and gives territorial distinction and po- 

litical power ; and for the latter alone, 
any persons seem not disinclined to 
rego all direct pecuniary advantages. 
0 this, indeed, lies the true camse of 

the high price of land in Grea: Britaia 
“the reason why a. few comparatively 
Unproduciive farms are valued at fifty 
Ymes the price of an equally large and 
Much, richer tract of land in ihe United 
lates, 

To us the most interesting part of Mr 
Colmag’s book is that in which he des- 
apes the condition of the farm labourers 

tas his details op this subject are ex- 
DSive and varied, we must necessarily 

il) pone them, along wiih other matters, 
Wl agother occasion. 

condition of the rural population 

lodging them in bothies, or huts, by 
themselves, meets with just reprehen- 
sion.’ ‘Ji is not dificult 10 infer that 
where young men and others are turned 
into a hovel together, and without any 
one 10 leok alter their lodgings or pre- 
pare their meals, the style of living cane 
vot: have the “advantages even of the 
~wigwam of a North American. savage ; 
for there, at least, there is a squaw to 
provide food and look after the premises. 
A practice equally viciops, if not inden 
tical with tha of the  bathie. system, is 
ithe puting vamarried ploughmen 10 
1 sleep in stable lofts ; and to this Mr Col- 
rman does not allude. 

Will it be eredited by Englishmen and 
"Seottish farmgers—men of capital and ge- 
Feral intelligence, “as ‘well as professing 
+ Christians— should actually make a prac- 
‘tice of sending their servants to sleep 
{among catile ? Yet such is the case ; 
{and though it would be difficult to devise 
a more efiectual means of demoralization 
such means are not wanting. 

Once a year daring harvest, there may 
be said to prevail a wide spread and 
long accredited system of breaking down 
all sense of yirtue or decency among the 
labourers. "We, here allude to the me- 
thod of lodging the large band of reapers 
native and Irish, men and women, of 
whom sometimes as many as two hun- 
dred live for a time together. *1 was 
curious 10 know,’ says Mr Colman how 
so many people are lodged at night. Tn 
some cases they throw themselves down 
under stacks, or upon some straw in the 
sheds, or outbuildings of the farm, but in 
the case to which I refer above, I was 
shown into the cattle stalls and stables, 
the floors of which were littered ‘with 
straw, ‘and here the men’s coats and toe 
women’s caps aad bonnets upen the wall 
indicated that it_was occupied’ by “both 
parties promiscuously. “This was ip- 
deed the fact, Each person, as far as 
possible, was supplied with a blanket, and 
these were the whole accommodations, 
and the whole support. This was not 
a singular instance. Lam. unwilling 10 
make any comments upoa such facts as 
these. They speak for: themselves. 
They are matters of: general custom; and 
seem to excite no attention. I do na: 
refer to them as a matter of reproach fo 

pectable character and condition, and! 

their, refinement, but it presents one 
among many instances in which habit 
and custom reconcile us to many things 
which ‘would otherwise offend us, and 
lead us ‘to view ‘some practices, utierly 
injustifiable in themselves, with a degree 
of complacency or indifference ; and as 
unalterable because they have been so 
long established. T believe there is only 
one partof the United States where any- 
thing. resembling such a condition of 
things prevails, or would be permitted ; 
and there only among a class of beings 
whose claims to humanity seems not ve- 
ry’ well established in all minds, and 
whose degradation on account ‘of their 
complexion, appears absolutely hopeless. 
But even here,this indiscriminating con- 
sorting is not common ; nor would it be 
permitted . by any respectable “planter. 
We hope these remarks wili not be with- 
out their due effecton the minds ot our 
agricultarists, who erring from no .deli- 
berate purpose, will be the more inclined 
to remedy. the evils ailud=d to. 

The intelligent ‘and kind hearted 

of letters, and consequently menial apa. 
thy, manifesied by the belk of ‘the En- 
glish rural people ; and from experience, 
combais the false idea that education 
would “be injurious. to the labourers. 
Who does not know the difference be- 
tween a stupid and + aa! intelligent Ja- 
bourer ; between ‘a man scarcely raised 
above the:brute which he drives, and a 
man whose faculties are.all awake, and 
who is coostantly upon the alert 10 dis- 
eover and adept the best mode of execu- 
ting the ‘task which be has undertaken ; 
between a beastaltogether the creature he 

2 Beotland seemed to the traveller to { of instinct,” or n'mere machine, ‘moving 
“®5e01 some pleasing but also some bad * only ‘as ' is.is.impelled, and unable to 

the employers, who were persons of res-' | 

whose families were distinguished for | 

American leels acutely for the ignorance | 

searching for the right’ way, making all 
his actions subservient to his judgment, 
and gathering contignal accessions of 
power and racility of action from his 
own and the experience of others ? 
Every one will admit that the more in- 
telligence, the more skill, the more 
knowledge a man has, the beueris he 
qualified, other things being equal, tor 
the management of a farm. 1i holds 
equally true that the more ‘intelligence, 
and more «kill, the more knowledge a 
labourer has, the betteris he qualified to 
assist in ie thanagement, and to per- 
form the part which belongs 10” him in 
the working of the whole machinery. 
Tne American labourer having been edu- 
cated. and taught 10 depend on himself, 
to inquire, 10 reflect, 10 observe, to. ex- 
periment, - occupies. a. comparatively 
high station in the scale, and ‘will push 
unassisted, through numberless difficul- 
ties, Let the English labourer be expo- 
sed 10 the same educational influences, 
and no Jonger will he be regarded as a 
degraded and belpless being. 
Mr Colman makes mention as follows 

of an interesting atlempt on an estate in 
Germany 1o.adjust the claims of capital 
with those of labour :—‘A, German ba- 
ron, with whom 1 have the pleasure of 
a friendly acquaintance, has given me 
an outline of his arrangements with his 
labourers, which, as far'as iv is practica~ 

 Lle, deserves mich consideration; as, ae- 
cording to his own account, it’ sectres 
their industry, fidelity and contentment. 
No human arrangements are perfect,and 
no human laws can be framed with the 
ingenuity of men who will not contrive 
toevade ; butasthere appears ia this 
plan every motive of good faith,’ good 
faith on both sides would seem 10 te all 
that is necessary tots suceesstul operati- 
ou. First from the products of the place, 
the customary rent is paid, nnd the wa- 
ges employed, The surplus remaining 
is then divided into five equal paris. 
Two of these parts are claimed by the 
proprietor for his skill, intelligence, and 
{ears in thie superintendance and mao- 
| agement of the property, one part is re- 
tained as an insurance upon that part of 
the property. which is hable to loss or 
destruction ; one part is devoted to actu- 
al improvements upon the place; and one 
isdivided among the labourers themselves 

{according to the rates of wages which 
they receive for their work. 

Whether these proportions are proper- 
ly adjusted or not, I shall leave to the 
judgment of my readers. It is obvious 
that any others might be adopted which 
should be deemed more just. Tt is cer- 
tainly an approach to an equitable ar< 
rangement, ‘and my friend assures me 
that it works well. He says he leaves his 
estate at any time with a perfect confi- 
dence that his interests will be cared for 
and protected, and that there will be no 
waste of time, and no squandering of 
property, and no neglect of duty, success 
1s in vroportion as much the interest of 
the labourers as of the proprietors. 

This gentleman, who has three hun. 
died men in his employment, sdys the 
system works well; and that every 
years’ experience gave him greater con- 
fidence in its justices and advantages. 
First, his work is done ; secondly it was 
done in the best manner in which his la- 

| bourers are able to execute it, because it 
is the interest of all: that it.should be 
done, and dove well... The labourers 
have a sysiem of tuies.and fines among 
themselves, always subject to his appro- 
bation, and after being once approved, 
always rigidly enforced.: They inquise, 
of their own accord, into the best me~ 
thods of doing what is to be done ; they 

{ point out mistakes which have been 
commitied, and improvements which 
may be made, subject always to his 

| judgements, If men are found unskilfol 
{ or incompetent in the particular branch 
| of duty assigned thew, he is advised of 
| it, and persons more suitable are selected 
| by their judgement who best understands 
the capacities of their fellow labourers 
for the work, They are held jointly res- 

}saaibla for any injury to the property, 
bucless ihe offending person is found. 
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features. The practice of exclusively | correct its ewn errors, rnd a thinking, | An'itdivideal ‘goifty of any neglect of 
employing only unmarried’ men, and (knowing, reasoning amimal, * ‘always | duty, or any improper conduct, or.any 

muleted as a 
of the offenders are 2lways announced 

go-towards a ‘general entertainmentand 
testivity.. The proprieter himself hears 

basis are judged incorrigible, is dischar- 
a» 144 y aR 

The Politician." 
The British Press. 

From the London Morning Chronicle. 
EMIGRATION=A; RESOURCE. FOR 
i} AAREDAND 204% 

(Extracts. from, the, Perliamentary papers of 
, "the Session.) 

8ir,~~Thus writes the govérnmefit’emigrant 
agent from Upper Canada, in December last, 
on this now vital subject :— ~~ . 
_ ** During my visit to the western ageneics 
‘in September last,’ I wos agreeably surprived 
to find very few emigrants ugemployed, ner 
do I apprehend any difficulty in findieg work 
for a much greater number next year, [1647] 
if the means to scatter them be placed at the 
dieposal of the agents [whieh ‘Lord Grey says 
will be done], for ‘the province is steadily od- 
vancing in wealth and population, and is capa- 
ble of sustaining in comfort almost any number 
of labourers, provided they ean be transported 
to places where ‘their services are required.’ 
‘By emigration, tens of thousands who are 
now sfferirg or ‘will soon suffer. death epd 
every variety of woe, may be saved,’ if the 
Government can be induced to avail themee!- 
ves of the vast means which they possess. 
Unbappily, the Colonial Minister has'announ- 
ced to the Governor of Canada thet he intends 
to do nothing this yesr in aid of emigrafion. 
It the people ean find their way to that colony, 
‘then the agent will be allowed te disperse them 
among the farms. A great diepesition to go 

Ade N 

ed by the eommissariat officers ; 709 persona 
in ons gingle district ‘have petitioned for the 
petty advances of £3 & head, but their petiti- 
on will ‘wot be complied with ; indeed, censor, 
after the daclaration of Lord Greg, who in a 
long despatch to Lord Elgin, gives his rea. 
sons for refusing the emigrants assistance. 
It may ther«tore be feered that many, thon- 
sands will Linger at home, a burden en the 
land, who might be transported abroad where 
their labour would furnish supplies for the 
coming year, Canada be cultivated, and Ire. 
land'fed. 
Twenty eight thonsand prrscns last year 

were happily settled in Canada alone, and are 
living in eumfort, with labour at 3;. a day, 
who would net be now earning 3d. a 
home. "They came out in unusual distress, 
and unaveual numbers, yet the province ah- 
sorbed them all, and could have yeceiveq 
more—indeed almost any number, . 

The passage cost but £3 each, and as 
much more for provisions. From one ghil. 
ling to six shillings, carries them to the 
mast distant parts and evén to Albany, near 
New York, so great is the competition 
among the steamboate. Forty days. ji. the 
ayerage prssnge : and far batter treatment 13 

they have ever known before, throngh the 
due execution of the Passengers’ Act . Not 
lees than 119,000 tons of shipping were em- ployed ‘in thig intercourse, and almost 5,000 
seamen, 
The mortality however, was greater than usual, almost double, owing to the distressed 

condition in which these poor people left their 
homes ; still it wea but 272," one third of thege children. Several shipmasters wers 
fised for eontravening the regulations. Hard- 
ly any Jives were lost, though there were 
three ships wrecked. Earl Fitzwilliam and 
the Marquis of Ormond gent out in comfor, 
many of their labourers; the poor law com- 
missioners a mere handful. Ninety eight 
miners proceeded to the lead and copper 
mines. The whole expense of sending for. 
ward to Mcntreal 32,700 persons has afount- 
ed to only £8,000, £o frugally has this impor- 
tant matter been mansged by these excelleat 
agents, and yet it included the charge of free 
paseagee to no less then 6,000 Irish, English, 
Scotch, and Germans. From Montreal not 
less than 9,000 free pussages were granted, 
and an issue of provisions, which neverthe. 
less cost, including medical care, only £4,126 

¢ Among this multitude there had heen no 
distress, unlesa the consequence of their owa 
folly. Employment is generally to be. procu- 
red at remunerative wages, and provisions and 
necessaries ave plentiful,’ = The season begins... 
in March and dusts till neanly, November, .. 

at the close of the year ; and these fines. 

violation of’ the established rules, is. 
pecuniary fine, ‘The names 

all complaints j and a labourer whose bad « 

there now prevails in Ireland, which 1s reper- - 

day et - 

secured to the emigrants in the . vessels than . 


