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Mr Editor, 
An article treating on Colonial government, 

“wrritien by a talented public mar, must ever! 
-sutract public attention, and in proportion to 
its ability ensure public success. Among the 

“multifarious ‘subjects with which provincial 
prints teem, seldom is the public eye greeted 

“with & comprékieusive view of colonial admin: 
istration, as it ig, or aa it ought t6 be ; seldom 
does a writer touch’ on colonial wants, com 
moe to all; «id poirt out a mode of alleviation; 
—wants rapidly arising from the varied and 
changing interests, diversified prinsiples, and 
‘increase of knowledge diffused throughout the 
provinces. The abuses incident to eaeh, form 

-an animating theme for the displiy of public 

“disputants, and doubtless’ inspire exalted feel- 
‘ings of ‘patriotism ; but a design applicable in 

ita practice, to, all,” showing existing, defects, 

with their remedy, was wanting, and co: mes. 

“zecommended by its novelty, equally with its, 
“necessity, I the letters of the Hon. Joseph! 
Howe, on Colonial Government, a plan of this’ 
nature is offered for acceptation. ‘Though ad. 

dressed toa disunguished personage, ‘yet ep- | 
‘pearing in’ public print, apd whether adopted 
LOr 1 refused, interestirg all, they become public 
property... The opinion of an enlightened and 
leading mind, on aa important subject, must 
command respect, and make converts to ite 
doctrines. An edmurer of Mr Howe’s abilities, 
yet, I cannot . implicitly subscribe’ to all the 
‘principles. ‘promulgated. Intefestsd in what- 
‘ever concerns us all, 1 take the liberty of sighily 
Teviewing the article. 
+ With. a justly ‘deserved. compliment to vit 

ability and sincerity of the noble Jord addressed, 
Mr Howe ushers in his opiaion of the ‘duty of 
x Colonist to brighten the path. of the Minister 
«by every ray of light that may guide him’ on | 
‘his way.” Arguing from what would be the 
Minister's situation in conducting the political 
administration of either of the sister kingdoms, 
if deprived ‘of the invigorating assistance of 
statesmen versed in her requirements and sym- 
pathizing in her wants, the conclusion i is drawn, 
that what his relation to either, i in such case, 
sould be tken, his relation to America i isnow. 
But the Minister is surely not bere(t of in- 
formation’ on’ a topic 40 important. Where 
xre the despatches of Governors for the last 69 
years—the embassies of delegates direct from 
the repreceatatives, to explain difficulties or 
arrange disputes—the experience of statesmen 
trained i in the Colonial school, and. drinking 1n- 

formation from. every sources—the continua) 
light diffused both from the Imperial and Co- 
lonial' Press, marking the onward course of 
public opinion ; and lastly, the legitimate right, 

nay, the duty of the elective body, to eddress 
the Sovereign: on intricate questions, and in 
times of trouble and perplexity. 

Here is light darted from many. points, all 

concentrating in one focus ; sufficient in itself 

(one would think) to dispel the darkness which 
enelouds, to reveal the cares which encircle 

the distant dominions of the Crown. Bat it it 

‘Arne a Minister cannot reesive too much kaow- 

ledge of the country he is called upoa 1o/go 

vern—of ‘those local grievances common to 
every country, however well ruled; the full 
voice, and not the mere echo of public opinion, 

* should resound in his ear, Mr Howe's expe- 
xience in colonial matters, his clearness in il- 
lustratiag his views, and his standing as & po- 

fitical ‘man, point him out as a person weil 
calenlated to offer advice, if required, sven tc 
& Minister “of the Crown: His principles, 

{every one knows) are liberal; und however 
grave conservatives may tremble at the bug- 

. peor of republicanism, yet it isnow clear the 

democratic spirit pervades most strongly the 
parent constitation, 

The Editor of the Morning Chrowicle may 
rage a at the idea of applying self-government jo 
dominions of the Britich Crown; out it wouid be 

difficult to unlearn the lesson taught in the his- 

totic page of Eagland for the last one hundred 
and fifty years, ** that the Sovereign rules, the 

pa govern.” 
fact. 

"Mr Howe appeals to the progress of the Co- 

lomies gince the principles of seif-government 
have been introduced, and j9stifies it by its 

consequences “He argues not upon theoretical 

vicions, but from the evidence of fects, The 

burden taken off the Colonial Office, and the 

burden thrown off the Colonists by the respon. 

sibility of their officers, attest itz advantsges, 

We hive. suficiently gnjored the blessings of 

Fiction should npvey weil . ) 

[ the workinze of sel-goveroment.” The days 

liave passed, they will live but ia history,when 

the voice of the Assembly will be no more va- 

sentative, than “the marginal note of an old 
newspaper.” Whythen should we be alarmed 
at the sound, and fear not to exercise‘the prin- 

ciple? - Does the shadow image torih terrors 

which the cubstanee fails to’ convey ? 

‘Afier contrasting the former with the latter 

administration, exercised in the Colonies, Mr 

"Howe proceeds to discuss the appointment of 
Colonial Governors. Whoever retleets on the 

mode in which the Chief Executive Magistrate 

‘hasbeen appointed im these distant Colonies 
—on the duties which their situation imposes 

—their power to diffuse blessings or withhold 
benefits, cannot deny the importance of the 

subject, and its connection with the best and 

dearsst interests of British Americans. That 

it has never been wreated. on before among the 

many articles om @olosizl administration, 

must excite surprise. History records ro fact 
more alarming than the evils threatening am 
"empire from a mal-admisistrstion of its de- 

pendencies—that . mal-admisistration arising 

from the improper appointment of governors, 

It is stamped on every record of ancient and 
‘modern times. The blaod tainted at the ex- 

| tremity, has circulaied through and poisoned 

the heart. Great Britain's history poiuts to a 
Hastings demounced by a Burke; and though 
American colonies cannot vie with Asiatic de- 
pendencies i in real value to the mother country 

| —theugh American governors have not the" 
same difficulties to grapple with, the same 

temptations to undermine human virtue, and 

test human mature—though they may never 

(happily for the governed) be dignified with 
an impeachment before the most august tribu- 
nal in the world ; yet the happiness of Colo- 

nists, the ease and relief of Ministers render 

the appointment & subject of grave aad serious 
consideration. 

Mr Howe devetes a aiid portion of 
[hus first letter toitsinvestigation. He advocates 
the system of rewarding officers "according to 

their merit,and argues coaviecingly why should 

Governars be excluded frem the application of 
the rule,—why should they remain exotics nur 

tured with tenderness, while others, cf grades 

| superior'and inferior; are required to breast the 
storme of public bpftion? Bat have not Her 
M:jesty's. Ministers recognized the existing 
evil, anticipated itz consequences, and offered 

a remedy? In the total revolution of the co- 

lonial governmental department, we gee a prin- 

ciple acted upon not previously in operation. 

The regular gradation of officers appointed 

according to previous succession in these pro- 

winces, and elevated to changes’ involving 

more weighty responsibility, nnd requiring in- 

creased intellectual effort, seema to afford the 

strongest guzrantee that merit will not be 

overlooked in the future Aptos ot Go- 

y Verrors. 

Ambition will be enkindled by sach a plan, 
which might otherwise have been lulied to 
forgetfulness by apathy awd indifference. The 

most sensitive feelings will be called into ac- 

tion, ““ to cultivate - the understanding and 

improve the heart.” ‘Aa honorable mind could 
feel no more chilling neglect than to be over. 

balanced by an inferior in the scale of prefer- 

ment ; a mind not schooled in virtus will haye 

its passions excited io prevent a public exhibi- 
tion. Notoriety to be won by a'signal @ilurp 

is wot desirable. 

Mr Howe reviews the various Fre 

from which governors are chosen, with a mind 

aided by the light of experience, and labusd 
with a spirit of philosophical inquiry: . He 
points out (what every Colonist must have felt 

and perceived) the disadvanisges suffered by 

the Colonics ia not being: governed by men 

trained ia the political school. Gentlemen 

mey grace and adorn: the soeial circle, but 
something else is required to ensure success in 

the gubernatorial chair. ~ ‘We have also fully 

described what must be the natural conseqoence 

of placing the Cuionial scepire in the hands 

of men ** hastily snatched” from the Navy or 

Military department, and experience coalirms 

the truth of the observation. : 

The allusion to the discigline which offizers 
receive across the border, need not exci's the 

jealously of a loyal heart. Lnyalty may sit 
enthroned in the heart, while the understanding 

looks for means to prevent an dsmrpation by 
any less patriotic sentiment. Although sub- 

jects of a monarchy, and devoted to its Queen, 
yet neither duty vor devotion forbid us to bor- 

row principles whiall may bind us more close- 
te old sysienm of irteapongibilizy, not 1o admire § Jr tothe one, and irdooe us to cherish more 

lued by the advisers of Her Majesty’s Repre- 

exalted feelings for the other. Mr Howe does 

not urge the adoptisn of republican principles, 
but the application of that waiformity waict 
pervades other parts of the morarchial system. 

“After a survey cf the various sources [rom 
which Governors are supplied, that one ia 
chosen ‘which our history informs us has pro- 

duced the most correct, enlarged, and energe- 

tic minds. Referenee, however, is not directly 
made, (though perhaps includefl in the prinei- 

ples of promretion) to the improvement to be 

eflected in colonial administration if Her Ma- 
jesty’ Ministers carry out fully the plan of a 
gradual elevation from inferior and subordinate, 
sto the lofty and responsible stations. When, 

confer honor on the distinguished and suceess- 
ful aspirant, who wins his way through the 

bard foughten fields of Colonial administration, 
‘what may not reasonably be expected when | 
‘emaletion is enkindled to, win. the laurels 

which fame will enwreath around the brow ef 
er 7 eg * 

ofls Sone 1 
New Breswicky; J asuay, 1847. 

OUTRAGE AND REWARD!! 
Mr Editor, 

Ailtho’ not the sufferer myrelf, yet 5 hereby 
offer a Reward of TEN DOLLARS for such 

information as will lead to the conviction of 
the miscreants, one of whom, on the night of 
Sunday fast, hurled a missive at, and struck an 

aged-and respectable member of the community 
on the head, on kis return from a place of 
worship. The wretches were standing at 
White’s corner, and within eight or ten feet 

of the individual when he was struck. You 
will please pledge yourself for the payment of 
the reward upon the condition above stated, 
and I hold myself accountable to you. 

Your obedient servant, 
o A SUBSCRIBER. 

NB. Tae information can be given to you 

in the first ‘instance, and you will know to 

whom to communicate it. 

Chathem, Monday, February 8. 

Dear Mr Editor, 

We had almost made up our minds, rather 

to have tharked you personally, than to have 

dared to approach you again by letter, for hay- 

ing so kindly noticed our last communication. 
But why, for pily’s sake, why, publish our 

desultory, and confidential letter to the world 1 
We begged, we requested of you'not to do so. But 

fortunately for us we believe we are not gene- 

rally suspected 8s being the authors,—having 
the satisfaction—yes, even in eur own presence, 

the author,and no matter how stoutly he denies 
it, with the authorship ysettling down very 

| comfortably upon his broed shoulders. So far 

we are relieved ; and we now, having com- 
mitted ourselves into your hands, dear sir, do | 

right, with regard to our time is the towg of 
Chatham. ¢ 

seems to acknowiedge, and nobody to deny the 
justice of our remarks, and we fully coincide 

with you that a Town Clock will be the best 

possible expedient. You may therefore rely 
upon hearing from us with an enclosure whene- 
ver the time comes that it may be required; 

aod we have ulyly—and we shall continue to 

onr husbands and households upon the sbject, 
We are, dear sir, sincerely yours, 

~ C.ANDE. 
Monday Morning, 8th February. 

Mr Editor,— Whether yoitr correspondents in 
last week’s paper were really ladies ornot,does 

wot of course, in any manner, affect the merits 

or the justice of th% case which they, through 
the columns of your valuable paper, present 
for the consideration of the good people of the 
town of Chatham. I have felt the inconveni- 
ence of a’ want of nniformity in our time my- 
elf to a very greatextent, within the last year 

or two. I think the plad you suggest a good 

one, ii not the best that could be devised, and 

shall act wpon such theuglit when the proper 
time comes, by contributing my. mite. 

Pray present my best acknowledgments to 
your fait correspondents for ‘bringing the subject 
up, and believe me, Mr Editor, your. fsiend, , 

3 AN OLD INHABITANT. 
8th Selsey: 1 

_— ) OES 

to hear another individual charged with being | 

not hesitate a moment in adopting your views New Brunswick; Prince Edward” [¥lsod, an 
as to the mode of putting, and keeping matters | 

< ¥ 
We have on several occasions heard the | portant question. + iw ois 

matter discussed since last Tuesday ; every body | 

“the prize of Governor General of the East, or | 
‘it may be, Lord Lieutenant of ‘Ireland, will 

{ and that its attention be particularly Kit 

1 of the advantage of the general system being 
| adapted for the Colonists, and the best mean? 

i Chitor’s Department. | 

MIRAMICHI: | 
CraTuam, TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 9, 184% 

[57 The Subscriber haviag been compel 
to consume a large amount of time, and 
cur considerable expense, in his:too affon fis a 
less endeavours to collect his far-spread 
stantiog Debte, hereby notifies all pe off} 
to whom he isnot indebted, and with wh 
hie has not a running account, that orders [9 
Advertising in the Gleaner, and for Printing 
in future, most be sccompanied , with 
CASH, otherwise Shey will not meet with a¥ : 
teation. 

: "JAMES A. PIERCE. 
Gleaner Office, October 23, 1846. . 

Novascoria.—The following resoluti’ 
on relating to a uniform rate of Pos 
tage in the Colonies, was submitted 1 
the Assembly, and passed: 
“ Resaglved—That a Committee be apooit 

ted on the geaeral subject of the "Post O 

to a consideration of the practicability of a re” 
duced and uniform rate of postage—and als? 

of accomplishing such aa object.” 

A Message was received from Sir Job? 
Harvey, relating to the distress ‘existio 
in the Highlands, and Ireland, stating 
that he ‘was ready to concur in any grap} 
of public money to be applied to the re’ 

lief of the existing destitution among the 
‘peor in those countries. 
A message was subsequently received 

from the Legislative Council, stating 
that they had aggreed to a vote of £1,000 
for tie above named purpose. 
The following Resolutions in referenc? 

to the British Possessions Act, were sub’ 
mitied to the Legislature, and it was ‘or 
dered that a committee of seven be ap’ 
pointed to the duty therein stated:-— 
Whereas, by an Act passed by the Parlis 

ment of Great Britain, in the Oth and 10h 
year of the Queen, Chapter XCIV, entitled, 
An Act to enable the Legislatures of eeruait 
British Possessions to reduce or Repeal cer 
tain Duties of Customs, ‘authority is given, un 
der certain restrictsons in the Colonial ey 
tures, .to pass Acts reducing or repealing Do” 
ties of Customs 1mposed by the British Poser 
sions Act. 

And whereas this hor aratefully ecknow- 
ledges this legislation of the Imperial Patlis"| 
ment as a highly valuable boon to fo the British 
North American possessions, offering great 
commercial benefits to, the Colonies, of whigh 
it 1s the duty of this house to take earlist ad* 
vanicge. 
And whereas it is impossible ta carry int? 

full effect any measure, having this object, i8 
view, without the co-operation of the Site 
Colonies, 

Resolved therefore, That a Committe ¥ 

exercice all reasonable and sale influence with i 

"his views—ealls their attention. 

To CORRRSFORDENTS, —An. Observer will 
be aitended to next week. 

appointed for the purpose of considering and 
reporting 16 the House the means by whi 
the greatest benefit may be derived trom the 
said Act, and especially the mode in which? 
communication with the Provinces of Canad® 

Newfoundland, may be most conveniently a 
effectively conducted 80 2g to uver: the dang 
of conflicting Legislation; and énsure the 8 
tainment of harmonious’ action” on’ this in” 

"A number of documents were. laid oer 

fore the House, relaiing 10. the filing uP 
of the Executive Council, and’ as w¢ 
have not space to publish these impor 

tact letters in. detail, we give Below the 

summary of their contents, ftom the 

Times of Bless all. 
No 1. Sir John Harvey © the Eceoni 

Council, Invites their assistance in Lorin 

from the Col. Szcretary, which contained rule! 
for his gnidance in a ministering the Gover? 
rent. . Offers to appoint a Council | of 1 
Offers hiraself as 2 medium of communigatio® 
with the Opposition Mem era, Proposes * 
fair participation of officiai espojyment,, and? 
Sx. bi Bil fed 
No Copy of Me: rand ace 

the hands of Messrs! ob) li d Youok 
by the Lieutenant dovell “Tie difterence 
are presumed wo arise from pe ersonal te 
than politidal canses. Liedt. Governor offer? 
himself as a mediator aad moderator—hof : 
to promdté reconciliation by ‘causing to ht 
at his table men of both parties. Could’ 
appeal to the Consti‘uency How, which’ er 
only perpetuate political strife, Res hime! ” 
upon the assistance of all.’ Says’ 10° then, fe 
the Legislative Session run on, the tim 
would he ‘brief. Trust” they will wot } a 
themselves to increase the difficilties which 
impede the success of hig administration. 

3. —Extract ofa private letter trom Dr ( 
Sidi that it would be’ the dary 
His Excellency the Lieut. Governor, to rp 
strictly upon . the p rpsiple laid down 1a B 
memorandunt—not % indeatify « himself’ -, 
any party, bat to make himeell" a “medisld] 
end moderator between the infiuenial of 
parties. 
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