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: From the Loyalist. 

HINTS FOR ECONOMISTS. 
The constant palaver: going on in the 

House of Assembly about economy and 
the discussions by the Jour upon petty 
grauts of ten pouads each, is really sicks 
ening ; the tenacity with which honours 
able members cling lo their own pay;pers 
Quisites, and coatingencies, -is but:diutle 
in accordance with their professions,and 
us they ‘are constatly lamenting that 
claims are brought. up. yeat rafter year 
antil carried by dint of of perseverance, 
and petitions upon petitions received ups 
oa subjects, many of them of the mast 
Judicruous and vnparliamentary nature ; 
—as the house complain of this, and ves 
ry jusuy too, “and express a desire 19 

' economize, we shall test heir sincerity 
by proposing a ‘scheme of an extensive 
nature {for it is not by small:means that 
great ends can be effected) and plage 
them in such a position thd t-their cons 
stituents wil! * hold them responsible lif 
they refuse to adopuit. | 
Under the present system. iti is well 

“known that the bouse of-Assembly reeei- 
‘ves hills and petitions for five:weeks af- 
ter the opening ofthe session; and that 
during these five weeks scarcely ode mea- 
“soresof importance is passed. | When 
the limited |= period has = expired 
(not sor surietly, ilifnited ~ but: «that Jit 
“may be broken in ‘'upun by the suspen- 
sion of the rule) those petitions: are re- 
ferred to the various select committees 
10 report thereon. These committees 
havevto investigate the matter contained 
‘jo the allegations of ‘the said petitions, 
which isthestvork of ‘time aadslabour ; 
besides, a ‘mémber ‘may be on @izht or 
ten committees at once, and scarcely one 
of them but is on three or four, conses 
‘quently they cantor all sit at-onee)) but 
must. wait one for another. “This being 
ther case, itis nearthe close of the sess 
sion before some, of the committees te: 
port, and thus measures of the! utmost 
“rportance are left to be hurriedly dispo- 
‘sed off in »a thin house, or : (which frees 
quently happens) be postponed: indefinis 
tely, or until the-next session! Instead 
of this practice "we sWould recommend 
that a paid executive should make all 
necessary dnvestightioss; ‘avail thémsel- 
ves of the vast resources of information 
nn: their posession; prepare general 1mea- 
sgares during the. recess, brig down 
their budget at the opening of the sessis 
“on, and at once put the Representatives 
—by a simple’ statement of lactis, ‘and 
bills. and theories founded theregn—in 
RSeenica of more real and v#eful kao 
edge of the best mode of carrving on 

government {of-the benefit of the people, 
10 ‘a day or two, than they. can possitdy 
tobtain under the present practice up fo 
the close of the session. - Liet.this system 
be adopted and it nust be evident that 
the labours.of ithe “House of Assembly 

‘will be diminished pearly one half, and 
also the duration of /the session, for ip- 
stead of waiting: for committees 10 re« ! 
“port, the house would immediately com-~ 
mence business; , 
The next.change we would propose, is 

to: sweep fromthe Hall of Assembly 
every (vestige of: parochial legislation, 
With its huge piles.of petitions, its. com- 
mitrees, and the pressure from without. 

et this business - be: transferred 10, the 
respective county sessions, by a general 
aw, and not only would about one third 
of the labour and time of the house be 
®aved thereby, but ‘business’ would be | 
Much better ‘done, every county being 
much ‘better ‘qualified to attend to their 
8wn affairs than ' dre the: members of 
the Assembly, where ‘upon those matters 
the ‘majority of them being strangers to 
the parties petitioning, ‘and’ igoorant of 
the merits of the case, are’ generally. led 
Y the Representatives of - the ‘county, 

Who perhapse ‘are interested, 
__ The first of these changes having been 
“addpted’ (viz: the initiation of money 
grhnts being ‘placed in the hands of ‘the ! 
Tecutive) would necessarily involve the 

onsolidation of the Revenue Depaft- 

meat, Upon this Subject we shall nat 
“be prepared io’ énterminurely url af- 
{ter lie ¢lode of the se€sion, ‘but "by rele- 

! Trénce to 1he' Journals of lastyear we find 
{'thdt the voliection’ of the Proviaeidl Re- 
I'wenne cost the sum’ of "£3,315716864:%, 
{the appropriations being as follows P27 

|. For protegiing the Reyenue, £1620 0:0 
Salary of Province Treasurer, 600 00 
[Salary of Mr Whiteside, Ty. Clerk, 200 "0 0 
Salary of sub-collector and Depury : 

Treasurer at Woodstock, '100 “07 0 
ssenger or “Pidé’ Weiter inl the * 

Treasurer's Office, : 81 6°'0 
John Abrams, T. Wiiter, St. John, 2 91 5 0 
Rent, &c ; of the Treasury Office, 200 6 0 

i Treasurer's: Contipgeneigs, inclu- 
| ding stationary, 101 18 
| Tide Waiter at Miramichi, 60. © 

30.0 Tide Waneér at Dalhousie, 

T. Moses, Deputy Treasurer at 

Weet Teles, 25 0 

{ for ghagrog end weighiag, Ty 
Tide Surveyor, Bhippigan & Cara- 

quer, 
Tide Surveyasr, Bathurst, 
Sub-Cuilector, Shediae, 
B.”0. | Ghalotier, {or gatging and 

weighing, 100 
\W. Carian, do. Northumberland, 10 
0. W, Jick, do. St. Andrews, 6 
8. Napier, do. Bathurst, 3 
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L£3.315'16'6 

As the officers of the customs are well 
paid, and as.the consolidation ef the Re- 
veaue Departments; by an act predicated 
upon the British Possession Billy woald 
altogether supercede the appointment ‘of 
these ofiicers by the imperigirgoverament 
we take it for granted. (without goigg 
into details); thay ihe revenue could be 
collectedfor the amount paid the said offi- 
cers of customs, and therefore the above 
samyof £3,315 16s 6d., would be saved, 
We now come to another important 

change, involving a serious | reduction. 
Thege are aow thirty mine, Representayi- 
ves in the house, each of whom receives 
fifteen shiilings per, diem, The | last 
session sat eleven. weeks, and there is 

noprobability that 1his ‘session will be 
shorter, | add ibree days on, the average 
to:‘cover Aravelling expences; each mem- 
ber will receive eighty days’. pay,—sixty 

i;pouads. This som, multiplied by 33 
gives us $2340! The whole of thissum 
we would save to. the province by abol- 
ishing:the.anti-British principle of pay- 
10g legislators. Surely thirty nine wen 
could:-be found in, ghis province, able and 

i'willing to, represent the people in: the 
{ Assembly five weegs in the year (for the 
measbres wechave, already pointed out 
wouldishoriea the session 10 that period) 

{for thie sake. ofsthe honor and. power. 
{ Under the paying system we see candi. 
! dates quarrelling who shall be returned, 
f and the: people also qoarrelling in. their 
hetmlf large sums of money expended 
for the purpese, scrutinies held, &c. If 
obliged - 10 ‘work: without pay . there 
would, perbaps be less ol this strife, and 
indirect bribery,: and at 1he same time 
we should baye a class of men offering as 
¢andidates who are now deterred for fear 

i of having both coats, and characters torn 

‘off their backs:in; ihe general scramble. 

to: If itshoald be urged that. this would 
throw the. representation into the ~hands 
of an ‘‘ aristocracy of wealth,” we might 
retort by stating tbat a large proportion 

of the present house are bpt mere adven- 
turers, who haves geen returoed thy ioe 
money and influence of a few powerful 
merchantile firms. © But, it thirty niae 
men cannot be. found in this province 

{ rich enough to spend five , weeks dn the 

| year without remuneration, Jet the repre: 
sentation: pe-reduced ‘ope ball; surely 

itwenty such men ean he fovad, —This 
measure if carried; would also lead. 10 

| the abolition of pay tothe members. of 
the Legislative council. 
of that house; receives one pound per di. 
em, by law. - The agt'we believe expires 
in 1850, and it should not be renewed, 
There are sixtegn members in the legis: 
itive council, therefore: the sum . paid 

, them at eighty pounds’ each, amouass to 
| £1280 ; making an aggregate for rboth 
. houses of three thousand six hundred and 

—
 

* Haviag-moade but a harried research, 
{ itis possible that we have omitted, faw 
important iiems. 
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twenty poutids, which by this measure 
would be saved to the province. 
Another important reduction we would 

male is in the public printing, By refe- 
rence to last years’ Journals we find the 
following sums granted to the Queen’s: 
printer, viz.: 

Towezrde printing Daily Journals, £275 
Ditrg'» = io Ditto 15 

Printing the Province Laws, 1 
To balance “an printing Jovrnals, 

publishing the Roya! Gazatte, und 
advertising 1a Royal Gazette, ~~ 1258 

£1,833'8° 2 

How the amount under the last entry 
was proportioned ‘we have no means of 

doorkeeper to each house at ten'shillibgs 
a day each, and three messengers for 
each. bouse at: seven shillings and six 
pence a’ day each. 
duce their daily: wages, but the session 
being reduced {rom eleven to five weeks 
in duration, that would ot’ course,” very 
much redpce the amount; moreover 
‘these messengers being chiefly employed 
in sealing ‘and directing’ journals] we 

We would ‘not. re-- 

would leave hon. members ‘to’ discharge © 
that service themselves,” and then'“one 
messenger for each house would be 'qiite 
sufficient, As the duration ot the Session 
would be reduced mote than one, half, of 

fo! 

ascertaining, ‘as there are no ‘details sat 
forih on" the Journals ; we shall ‘therc- 
fore assume fer the purpose of arriving 
at a'conclusirn) that ove half “the 
amount was for printing Journals, ‘and 
the “other half was for, publishing the 
Royal Gazette, and for adverusing. If 
we assume this, the total amount. for 
printing the Journals wilf be £1054 55°1d. 
At present five hundred. copies of the 
Journals'are swrock' off ; putiihis large 
number <0aly ‘affords: the ‘mémbers an: 
opportunity of praciicing favouriteism; 
200 copies would ‘be quite sofficient to 
print for the legislature, and if the: peor 
ple want (hem let them subscribe for 
them. By thus reducing ile number of 
copies probably one fourth of the expen- 
ces would be saved; and then by taking 
five weeksras the’ length of the session 
instead of eleven, and paying according 
ly, the eost ol printing’ the Journals 
would he reduced {rom £1054 45’ 1d. 0 
£359 7s 91-24! All‘"thé ‘parish ‘acts 
being swept off, ‘as before stated, the 
bulk of the annual siatute book would 
be reduced fully. pane third, and thus in. 
stead of a hundred and fifty, pounds, one 
hundred oaly would be required for, that 

tne service. As 10, the puolication of 
Royal.  Gazettee ' the government 
should insist Upon every . ragistrate 
and. , public officer ; in ihe pro: 
vince taking a copy and paying. for Jt | 
this would give a circulation of from 
four to five huadred copies, Which at the 
high price of .twenty shillings and no 
bad debts, would prove ample remumeras 
tion without legislative aid. As many 
advertisements must by ‘law be publish. 
ed in the Royal Gazeue, and are of 
course paid for’; one hundred” pounds 
peraanum to covet the expense of go. 
vernment advertisements would be quite 
sufficient. Thus would ibe expense of 
public printing be reduced 10 £539 7s 
9.1-2d, and a.saving of £1274 04:4 be 
effected. "If itshounld be urged that. we 
have set it dowa at too low a figure, -we 
reply that if the present incombent 
should decline entering into-the arranger 
ments it would: not be difficult to find 
others ready ro undertake ii. 

As the Executive would take the $ni- 
tiative ino their own hands, under the 
system proposed, the accounis would be 
brought dowa to. the house sn thorough 
ly audited. that a committee 10. audit 
them again would be unnecessary, and 
this’ would the office ot a chairman of 
the commitiée on “public accounts ‘be 
abolished, and a ‘hundred pounds a’ 'véar 
saved.—The “contingencies “last year 
amounted to £2222 15 91. Now" surely 
one posad per, week for edch member 
should be sufficient.to cover their con 
tingent expenses... Al this rate -the ag- 
aregate for fifty fivemembers (inciuding 
both houses) for the session.of five weeks 
wotid be £275, to this add £37 10s. 
éach for two extra elerks for ihe lower 
house,” £75, muking «altogether £360. 
Here again, theft we should effect a sa- 
ving of £1,872°159d." "The amoant paid 
for postage last session ‘was £342 “16s 
9d. For his service we would allow ‘to 
each of the fifty five members, ten 
shillings per week, ,this.in the aggregate | 
would amount to £137 10s, eflecting a 
saving of £205 6s 9d. There are at pre- 
sent two sleighs employed-inaitendance, 
at twen'y shillisgsa gay each, amount 
ing for the session t0'£154." We should 
confer'a’ boon npoa honourable menibers 
by abolishing this’ iter of "expense ‘dlta- 
gether, and make them walk for the'be- 

‘be .constantly. in the government. 

course, . the, salaries of fthe clerks, .and 
the Speaker of the Assembly, the Chap- 
jain andthe Master in Chancery, would 
bear © reducing’ one half... We  avould 
make no reduction IX the salary of the 
Librarian, “whose ‘services’ are required 
the year round; and in consequence of 
the age and past services of the presi- 
dent of the legislative council,;we would 
make no. reduction in the salary atfached 
to his. office until ,his, retirement.— We 
would still allow the sergeant at arms, 
respectively, 15s. per day. ;i their salaries 
would be reduced in proportion«to: the 
slioriness of the gession, beadl 114 
We proposed at the outset a paid* Exe- 

cutive. We would’ dot ‘hamper 1lje!go- 
vernor by any rule, but’ he should be 
permitied to select his council wliérever 
he chose; as might be found convenient, 

»
 

however, to have the 21d" of come “of the - 
heads of Departments, we will préesuthe 
that—as an average—two of them wouid 

To 
these we would give no additional salary, 
but the other six {presuming eight tobe 
the full numbar) should receive a salary 
tespectively, of «£250 pet annum. Wesfix 
upon this amodot) presuming that govern- 
ment affairs will, occupy, their -atiéftion 
about half of jheir’ fim, for swhich we 
consider £250 each a fair’ rémungration. 

Having thus laid Gown our proposition, 
let us see the results. Fhe (ollowing is the 
anooal cost of legislation under ihe pres 
sent system, exelosive of the salary of the 
President lofither Council, in which we 
propose no reduction’; and including ithe 
charge oi publishing thie:Royal Gazette, 
which we are ypable to separate from the 
charges {ur printing the Journalssw 
Qa=en's, Priater, ; L1508 8 2 
Members’ Pay, (Assembly) 2240 0.0 

Members’ ay, (L. Cotngil) 1280 0 e 
Contingengies, 2232. 1_9 
Two Clerks, at £200 each, 409 0. 0 

Two apsistani:do, at,.5100 each, 200.0" 0 
Postage, 34216. 9 
dix Messengers, at, 786d per. day, . 173, 5. 0 
Two,Doorkeepers al 10s per day, 77.0 0 
Two Stages ar 20s per day, 154.0 0 
Speaker, 150. 0.0 
Chairman of, tae _commiitee , on 

Pablic. Accounts, 100. 0. 0 
Two Sergeants at Arms, gt 153 per : 

day; 115 19, 0 
Libragian, 75.0.0 
Masser in Chancery, 40.0 0 
Twg Chaplains; al, £20 each, 40.0 0 

Total, £90,943. 1 8 

Cost of Legislation under the proposed plan. 

Queen’s Printer, £009 Tr 94. 
Contingencies, e505 0 0 

Two Cleris at £100 each, 200 070 
Two Assistant do, at £50 "each, "106" 0. 0 
Postage, 187410" .0 
Two Messengers, five weeks, at' 74 

6d per day, 20°79 R 0 
Two Dodrkeepers, do. al 104°do:' ¥735 9" on 
Speaker, os 750" 0 
Two Sergeaniz at Arms, 158 do, ""52"10" 0 
Librarian, 75."0.,0 
Master in Chancery, 20° “0..0 

Twe _Chaplafns. at ‘£10 200°0 0 

Six Lx, Cousejllers at £250, 1500 0 ‘0 

£3,150 12" 9) 
SESE 

Less than present expense, £6392 §°To 
Saving effectéd by eonsolidation 

of Kevente, 3,815,166 

Total faving by. the proposed 
change, . £9,708 5 "44 

Thus aben-aliliough in ‘the midst of 
the Législative session, and our’ time 
occupied To reporting’ the proceedings — 
‘we dfe ‘enabled to shew, ih" a" manner which we hope will prove satigfactory to 

azfitol their healih.—There are now ‘a ibe country, lat it rests with the House of 
EB) 


