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Agricultural Journal. 
From Chambers's Edinburgh Journal, 

AN, AMERICANS VISIT TO 
ENGLAND. 

“Me Henry Colman, ‘a citizen of" the 
. Rtete of New York, and a distiogaish- 
ed {riead ot agriculioral improvement, 
has been lately making a preity extens 
sive tour through the British islands, for 
the purpose of personally inquiriog into 
the condition of our hosbandry and ge- 

vera! rural management, with a view to 
carrying home information which way 

useful to his, countrymen. We are 
glad of the visit of such wen 2s Jol. 
man, Intelligeny, candid, ond with an 
eye only to what is publicly useful, he 
bas produced a volume of reports rot on- 

ly interesting to. Americans, but valuable 
10 readers on this side of the “Atlantic. 
As comparaiively few amobg bs can 

bave an opportunity of seeing his re- 
markable production, we purpose to af- 

L our pages 

Mr Colman: set sail for England in 
April 1843, and ever sipce his arrival 
he has been touring through the country. 
Although accustomed to tolerable good 
agriculture and orderly arrangements in 
the Sate of New York, which has now 
been generally gettled fur two’ centuries, 

was’ ‘greatly ftopressed ‘with the tidy 
and advanced appearance of things in 
England. albeit there were some matters | 
which . required considerable improve- 
ment. = The evideaces of weaith and h- 
beral outlay of money gave him most sur- 
prise. ‘An American landing io Liv- 

erpool is at once gtiruck with the 

amount of labour everywhere expended ; 
the docks, and the public baildings, and 

i feet in hight, running for. miles and 
innles. The walls round many. of the 
farms in Scotiznd, called there ‘dykes,’ 
made of the stone of the country, and 
laid in lime; and capped with flat stones 
vesting vertieally upon. their edges, are 
finished pieces of mpsenry. Thedim- 

| provement at the duke of Portlaad’s at 
; Welbeck, Nottinghamshire, ia his ‘ar- 
| rangements for draining aad ‘hMgaling, 
j at bis pleasure, fiom three to five hun- 
| dred zeres of land, whhtut doubt oneal 
| the most skilful aod magnificent agricul- 
| tural ymprovements ever. made, are exe- 
j cuted in the most finished and perma- 
{nent mapner ; the. embankmenss, the 

the sluices, 
being constructed, 

} 21 hanneis, 
gates, in all cases 

! where it would be west useful and pros | 
per. uf stone or iron. These are only 
samples of the style in ‘which things are 
done here. The important operations of 
eimbapking and draining, especially uo- 
dot" ile new system of draining aed sub. 
soiling, are executed most thoroughly. 
The farm houses and (arm buildi 
of brick and stone, and ail calcwiated 19 
endure. : 

Going on in this strain, he" alludes to 
the amount of private wealth realised by 
the indomitable industry of the people. 
‘Under a law of tl nt government 
here,levying a tax upon every man’s ins 
come, when it exceeds one hundred and 
fifty pounds sterling a year, persons lias 
ble to taxation are required to make a 
just return of their income wvoder heavy 
pepalty. A confectioner in London “re- 
turned; as bi¥ annual income, the sum of 
thirty thousand pounds sterling, or one 
hundred and fifty thousand dollars, or 
six times as much as the president of the 
Uaited States ; which showed at leas: 

e_pre 

pin : wow skilful’ he was in. compounding 
racnificent warehouses, | via i oA : W'S 

a vod i vg MEETS betantial and | Some of the sweets of life. A noble- 
RUSE : Fe A j man itis said, has. conteacted witl 
rmanent character of their structure, 
be railways likewise, with their deep 

excavations, their bridges of solid mason- 
ry, their splendid viaducis, their ims 
mense tunnels; extending. in some cases 

more than two miles in length aud 
their depots and station bouses covering 
acres of grotind with their iron pillars 
and their rocfs, also of ircn, exhibiting a 
sort of tracery or netwnock of the strong- | 
est as we!l as most beautiful description, 
indicate a most proi 
abour, and are evidentaily made to en- 
dure. He is stiil more overpowered with 
amazement when coming to London, he 
passes. up or down the river Thames and 
contemplates the several great bridges— 
among the most §; d ‘objects which 
are 10 be seen in Ensland, two of whieh 
are of iron and three of stone—spanning 
this great thoroughfare of commerce with 
their beautiful arches, and made as if 
as far as human presuniptiop can go,they 
would bid.defiance to the decays and ra. 
vages of time. If to this he adds (as, 
indeed how can be help doing it 2) a vi- 
sit to the Thames tunnel—a secure, a dry 
and brilliant, and even a gay passage 
under the bed of the stream, where the 
tides of the ocean daily roll their waves, 
and the mighty barks of commerce and 
war float in all their majesty and pride 
over. his head, exhibiting the perfection 
of engineering, and a strength of con- 
struction and finish which leaves pot a 
doubt of its security and endurance—he 
perceives an expense of labour which dis- 
dains all the limited calculations of a 
Jpeg and comparatively poor country. 

e remarks a thoroughness of work- 
manship which is most admirable, and 
which indicates a boldness and bravery 
of enterprise, taking into itsjcaleulations | 
Dot merely years but centuries to come. 
We have in America a common saying 
In: respect to many things which we vn- 
dertake, that * this will do for the present 
Which does not séem to me to be knowa 
In England, end we have a variety of 
cheap, insubstantial, slight-o’-hand ways 
of doing many things, sometimes vulgar. 
Y denominated ‘ make shifts to do’ 
Which we ascribe to what we call Yan- 
ee cleverness, of which certainly no 

Signs are to be seem here. The walls 
‘®nelosing many of the noblemen’s parks 
1a Eugland, which comprehond hun- 

ds, and in some cases thousands of 
eres, are brick walls, of ten and twelve 

expenditare of | 

hk a 
{ master bunder to erect dor him in Lon- 

don, four thousand—pot forty —nor four 
hundred ~but four thovsaad houses of i 
good size for occupation. In some of 
the best paris of London, acres of land, 
vast squares are occupied with large and 

j elegant dwelling houses, paying neavyy 
{repts, in long rows, blocks cres-: 
i cents, and all belonging to. some. singled 
{ individual. Ope nobleman, whose mag- 

| nificent estate: was: deft to him by his! 
| father, encumbered: with: a‘debt of some: 
hundred thousand pounds, by limitin 

{ivisitermed here; liis'own annual expen- 
jitare to thirty thousand pounds, has 
well nigh extinguished this debt, apd in 
all human probability will spon have his 
matrimonial estate free of incumbrance. 
The incomes of some of the rich men in 
the country, amount to (wenty, twenty 
five, fifty, one hundred thousand, twa 
hundred thousand pounds sterling, even 
thiree hundred thousand pounds annuaily. 
It is very difficujt for New England men 
even tv conceive of such wealth, “A far- 
mer in Lincolnshire told me that the 
crop of wheat grown upon his farm ove 
year ‘was eighteen “thousand bushels. 
These facts, which have been stated to 

f me by gentlemen in whose “veracity I 
: have “entire confidence, and who certain- 
ly are incapable of attempting any ¢ trick 
upon travellers, show the enormous 
masses of wealth which are here accu. 
mulated.” 

Accustomed to see rough enclosures 
dotted'over with stumps, tae tourist was 
delighted with the smoothe lawas and 
trim level fields of England ; but in the 
midst of this rural loveliness whatdrea- 

ry wasts and other signs of prodigality 
appeared. This surprised him very 

i much ; for the Eoglish have evidently 
! atall times an eye to economical mn. 
nagement ; thera being however u singo- 
lar excepiion as respects reclaimation of 

! wastes, and the extirpation of needless 
tracts of bush, called preserves, *' There 

| are occasionally, immense tractsof unen. 
closed commons, and heaths, and moors, 
where there is no cultivation, where po- 
thing grows, and in some cases littleican 
ever be made to grow ; or which, other- 
wise, are abandoned to the growth of 
furze or gorse for ths protection of the 

‘ game, acd for the pleasures of the chase, 
‘Phese are called preserves, and are leas? 
"ed 10 sportsmen occasionally ; or rather 

{ 

sare 

the right 10 kill game upon them is leas- 
ed, at ‘a rate which we would deem a 
~high rent even for purposes of cultivation, 

An eminent agricultoralist has shown 
ihat in England and Scotland there are 
ten million zeres in heath and moors, all 
susceptible of being brooght into produc. 
tive cultivation. These lands of course 
remain as they are by voluntary neglect 
or design.’ + Aud we would add, a very 
wicked pegiect or design—the means of 
raising foed for human creatures being 
recklessly sacrificed in order to feed and 
shelter Uroods of worthless feathered an-| 
imals ’ 
The smallaess of many of the fields 

tne dams, the | and the wasteinl manner in which they 
Laure encroached upon by broad hedges, 

{ what aston 
sipes of weeds, also some- ditches, sag & ( 

‘iD parts oh (his American. 
» of BEnaldnd the fields are geperajly small 
, and of all shupes; ofien not exceeding 
fourcor fivaracres.  Iuvjs reported of a 
araer in Devonshire that hetlately cul- 
tivatad one hundred acres of“ wheat in 
fifty different “fields. © Thete ‘must have 
been here a great waste of land apd la- 
bour, The loss likewise from’ the. fences 
being a shelter to weeds, and a harbour 
to vermin, corid not be inconsidérable. 
The statement of an intelligent farmer 
on the highly improved estate! of Lord 
Hatherton, whom I had the pleasure of 
visiting, is well worth recording.  Speas 
king of the furin cHled the yew “tree 
farm, he ‘says, * thie turnip field is sikty- 
five acres 3 it was two years back, atthe 
ume I entered upon the farm, in eight 
enclosures. {have taken up 1914 yards. 
of fence, asd intending, upon dividing it 
into three fields, it will take eight. bun- 
dred yards of new lence, The field in 
which | was subsoiling isiforty acres jit 
was in six enclosures, Trtook up 1246 
yards of fence : if I divideathis ‘field? ji 
will take three hundred yards of Hew 
fence. The fond Lord Hatherton mens 
tioned on my Dehtiey farm was original. 
ly in twenty seven enclosures—niagty 
one acres. [100% up 4427 yards of fence 
it will now lie in five fields, and will take 
1017 yards of new fence. 1 cannot,” he 
wds, * really say what Jand is gainéd 
yy the different operations ; but some of 
the fences were from three to four yards 
or more wide, that the ploogh never 
toached, my new fences are upon the le- 
vel, without ditches. In the whole of 
the old fences there was a great number 
of ash trees, which are all siocked up, as 
a great part of the oak, only leaving a 
few for ornament and shelter. I 1hink 
tlie greaiest gain in laod will be from 
getting rid of the trees.” 
The necessity for getting rid of trees 

as well as hedged rows may he acknow- 
ledged, yet, we would recoinmend every 
proper precaution in 1his species of clears 
ance. Trees and hedges are required 
for sivelter as’ well as for rural beauty ; 
and we would emphatically’ condemn the 
short sighted and mean policy which in- 
considerateiy diveste the land of these 
ils appropriate coverings. 
Qur American seems to entertain si- 

milar feelings on this subject. He speaks 
with great delight of the extensive-parks 

which are to oe seen in many parts of the 
country, and which constitute a truly 
magnificent feature in English scenery, 

* Theso parks are the open grounds 
which surround the houses of the rich 
and noble in the country. By open, I 
do not mean entirely free from trees, be- 
cause many of them are exceedingly well 
stocked with trees, someiimes standing 
single, at others in clumps, sometimes 
in belts, sometimes in rows, and squares, 
and circular plantations, and more often 
scattered as if they were thrown down 
broadcast. | The ground under them is 
kept in grass, and depastured by cattle, 
sheep and deer, and affords often the 
richest herbage. 
# With some exceptions the plough is 
never suffered to disturb these grounds, 
and in the neighborhood of thie house, 
which is generally placed in. the centre 
of them, the portion which is separated 
from the rest, as I have observed, by an 
invisible or sunken fence just now des. 
eribed for the cultivation of ornamental 

| trees and ‘shrubs, is kept so closely and 
evenly shorn, that to walk upon it seems 

‘more like "walking upon velvet than 
grass. “Nothing of the kind can be mare 
‘beautiful, and I never before knew the 
force of thatstriking expression of the 
prince, of poets, Milton, * of walking on 
the smoothe shaven lawn ;' for it seems 
10 be cat with a razor rather than with a 
scythe, and after a gentle shower, it real-- 
ly appears as ‘if the “field had" had is 
fase washed, and its hair, combed with a 
fine tooth comb. Ti is brought to this 
perfection by being kept often: mown ; 
and [.bave stood by" with perfect” admi- 
rarion io see a, swarth mowed evenijy 
and perfectly, where the grass tobe. cot 
was scarcely more than an inch in hight. 
‘These parks which I have described, 

abound, a¥ observed, with trees of exira- 
ordinary size and age, they ase not like 
the trees of our original forests ; growing 
up to a great hight, and on account of 
the crowded state of the neighbourhood, 
throwing out few Jateral branches, but 
what they ‘loose in hight they gain ju 
breadth, and if I'may be excused for a 
hard word, in umbrageousness. 1 mea. 
sured one in Lord Bagol’s celebrated 

and going round: park iz Staffordshire, 
the outside of the branches within The 
droppings 
yards. 

In these ancient parks,oaks and beach- 
es are the predominant trees, with oc- 
casionally chestouts and sashes. In ve- 
ry many cases I saw the beauty and 
force of that first line in the pastorals of 
Virgil, where he addressess Tityrus *sit- - 
ting under the spreading shades of a 
beach tree.” These trees are looked vp- 
on with great veneration, in ‘many cases 
they are numbered, in some a label is at- 
fixed to them, giving their ‘age, some- 
limes a stone monument fis erected say. 
ing when or by whom this forest or thie 
clump was planted ; and commonly some 
jecord is kept of them as a’ part “of the 
family history. I. respect this trait in 
the chaiacter of the English, and I sym-- 
patbise with thew in their ‘veneration 
for old trees: 'I'hev are the growth of- 
ten of centuries and the monument of 
years gone hy. They were the compan. 
tons of our forefathers, who, it may be, 
were nourished by their fruit, and repo- 
sed under their shade. Perhaps they 
vere planted by the very bands of those 
from whom we have descended, and 
whose fur sighted and comprehensive be- 
neficence. embraced a distant posierity. 
How many revolutions and vicissitudes 
in the fortunes of men have they sur- 
veyed and survived! They have been 
pelted by “many a storm, the hoarse 
and swift wind has often howled and" 

their branches ; the - whistled among 
lightning and tempest have many a time 
bent their branches or scathed their 
trunks—but they, like the good and tru- 
ly great in seasons of trial, have stood 
firm avd retained their integrity. They 
have seen one generation of men tread- 
ing upon the heels of another, and rapid- 
ly passing away ; wars have burst forth 
in volcanic explosions, and have gone 
out; revolutions have made their chang- 
es, and the wheel ngain returned 1g iis 
starting point ; governments and princes 
have flourished and faded, and the cur- 
rent of human destiny has flowed at their 
roots, bearing onwards to the traveller's 
bourne one family and one people after 
another—but they still stand, green in 
their old nge, as ihe mute yet eloquent 
historicos of departed years. Why 
ghould we vot look upon them with reve- 
reoce ¢ I cannot quite enter into the 
enthusiasm of an excellent friend, who 
used to say that the cutuing down eof an 
old tree ought 10 be made a capital pun 
ishment at law ; yet I deem it most sa- 
crilegious to destroy them, excepting 
when necessity demands ity; and 'T 
would always advise that an oll tree, 
standing in a conspicnous station eilker 
for.use or ernament, should be. at least 
once more wintered and suminered ‘be. 
fore the sentence of death which may 
be passed upon‘it is carried into executi- 
on. The: trees m the park of the pa« 
lace of Hampton Court ‘are many of 
them==the horse chestnut and the lime 
—of greet age and eminent beauty ; se- 
veral straight lines-of them forming for'a 
long distance: the approach. of ‘the pals 

the circuit was a hundred 

| 


