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Delivered before the Greene County Agri- 
 auliural Society, by the Hon. Zavuck 
“ PRATT, President. 

Gentlemen—~You have chosen for your 
president one who does not boast the 
graces of eloquence, and you cannot, and 
do pot expect from him, on this cecasi- 
on, a display of fine words and happy 
fancies ; but rather a plain statement of 
roe and practical ideas. You are work- 
ing men, and you have chosen a work- 
ing man, and it is on this account that 
vour. choice . confers honour upon me 
It was in Congress, where my sirength 
bas always been given to the protection 
and advancement of American labour, 
that J heard of this new evidence of your 
kindness and confidence; and I thank 
you for it, and for thus affording me ano- 
ther opportunity, and a more honora- 
ble place than the halls. of legislation, to 
express my highest sense of the dignity 
of those occupations, the interest of 
which, this society is so happily design- 
ed «0 promote. I neednot say to those 
who know me, that through life I have 
practised and encouraged industry, and 
exerted my influence in every sphere (ac- 
cording to. my ability,) in promoting the 
true welfare of my fellow men. I have 
acted upon the principle, and so have 
you, that itis not mere physicial or 
mental structure that makes the man, in 
the best sense of the word, but the mode 
of life. Itisnotto'bave a head—a heant 
—an_arm—a haman body and soul, that 
makes one worthy of so noble a name; 
but to give the wisdom of that head— 
the strength of that arm—the combined 
energy of all the powers to constant and 
useful indusiry. The hard working far- 
mers and mechanics of our country are 
its glory and strength ; their labors have 
produced wealth; their honesty, their 
patriotism, and its faithfulness to the in- 
stitutions of liberty, have given it its 
standing among nations , and in times of 
danger, their strong arms and firm hearts 
are its safeguard. He is not the lord of 
the soil who calls so many acres his 
own, yet has no power to vse them, but 
he, rather, who plows and sows. and 
reaps and scatters abroad over the coun- 
try, the products of the glorious harvest, 
10 feed the hungry and clothe the naked. 
He is not master over earih’s treasures 
who has the bare title to a mine; but ra- 
ther he whose skill and industry raises the 
ore, reduces the metal, moulds itinto 
countless shapes of usefulness, and sets to 
work the gigantic engine with its thoo- 
sand hands. Farmers and mechanics if 
faithful to their duties, are men, in the 
full’ meaning of the word—useful men; 
men that the world cannot do without. 
Their occupations develope all the facul- 
ties, and produce *' sound minds in sound 
bodies ;” they aceustom men to rely on 
theirown strength, to love labor, and 10 
feel that independence of other men, and 
that contempt for little difficulties which 
are! the foundation of true greatness of 
mind: ; 

These, fellow working men, are the 
occupations,. this is the -land,—ours are 
the institutions, and our fathers the stock. 
which have produced the noblest race 
now hving ; and shall, if we value the 
use of our privilege aright, yet exhibit 
human natare in" its highest standard of 
perfection. We have resources and ad- 
vantages possessed by no other nation ; 
and a people better fitted than any other 
to develope these resources and improve 
those advantages. We need little aid 
from abroad, for we have everything at 
home; we need little teaching from 
strangers, for we know best what is Dest 
for ourselves. According to my observa- 
tion, farmers are 100 easily persuaded to 
look 10 other states and countries for the 
means of increasing the products of their 
fields, and improving heir flocks and 
herds ; we are not. in England, nor at 
the north, nor at the south ; and neither 
mglish, northern, or southern impuve- 

Mente are what we waunt.: We want 
improyements of our own, suited to our 

‘own wants and position, such as none 
can make {or us as well as we can make 
them for ourselves. 
‘a genera! principle, both as 10animals 
and vegetables, to choose and improve 
‘the best of such as’ are already adapted 
10 cur ‘climate and soil, than io be shift- 

‘jog and changing, in-the vain hope of 
| arriving, by .somé short cut at such re- 
i sults as God intended we should accom- 
{ plishi only. by close ,attention and ihe 
sweat of our brows ? 
Of all the animals created for the vse 

horse. In their native wilds, nature 
forms them into herds and groaps, and 
gives them in command of the strongest 
and fleetest ; and by this and other wise 
arrangements, of which only God is ca- 
pable, guards the species against gene- 
ral degeneracy. The same kind care 
has been shown .in special provision for 
the security of every race of animals; 
but when this security is taken away, 

on and management of man, the most 
skilful attention 1s required in hanging 
the general character of the species, and 
producing and improving distinct breeds, 
each adapted to.its own specific purpose. 
It is not every breed that is suited to eve- 
ry locality ; for climate, and the face 

the domestic animals, but of the human 
species ; the raw-boned, industrious, har- 

comes enervated and indolent, both in 
«be mental and physical constitution and 
energies, in tropical latitudes, where he 
reposes in the lap of luxury, enjoying 
without exertion, the abundance which 
nature lavishes around him. 
The horse, best fitted 10 travel in the 

sun and sands of the south, is. the des- 
cendant of the emall, hard-boned, light 
footed Arabian, with his high courage 
and silken'eoat ; while grain growing 
Pennsylvania.and Qbio, with their cum- 
brous waggons, prefer touse a heavy 
corn fed breed, that will throw: a great- 
er weight opon the collar... The north 
again is beuer served by more compact 
and active race of middle size, endowed 
with much more sirength in propostion 
to their weight, and greater powers of 
endurance ; who bravely champ the bit, 
and nobly strain to the load with lion- 
like vigor ; rejoicing at toil and answer- 
ing to ihe driver’s voice with proud step 
and martial air, as if. it was the trumpet 
calling them to batde. Thus the wants 
and veculiarities,—1he soil, climate, and 
ases of each disirict—require and pro- 
duce that peculiar. breed which is best 
suited 10 iself. \What better stock do 
we need than such as can be bred from 
the best of those we already bave. The 
teems of Z. Pratt & Co,, composed of a 
single span, (natives of our own region,) 
are in the habit of drawing from Catskill 
aver the mountains to Prausville and 
back, loads of hides and leather of from 
thirty to fifty aud even sixty hundred 
weight, each. waggon or sleigh not inciu- 
ded, the distance being thirty seven 
miles, and requiring three days to go and 
come, 
The quantity thus transported within 

the year, is pearly two and a half milli- 
ons of pounds, and the expenses the last 
season, including all risks and charges, 
was ooly thirteen cents a hundred. Du- 
ring. twealy years ol this service, which 

been injured,in the hauds of a carelul dni- 
ver, aod to the honour of the ceanty be 
it said that we have never losta hide or 
side of leather, of the million and one 
half thus transporied. 

[am aware that there are those, and 
among them, my f{riead Mr. Skinoer, 
the experienced editor of the Farmer's 
Library, who have strongly recommen- 
ded males for slow and consiant work ; 
on ‘the grounds of much lonzer life— 
grealer exemption from accident aad 
disease, and more economy in feeding ; 
but experience,’ the ‘best of teachers, 
seems 10 show that the mule and the 
slave are destined to work together 1a the 

Is it not better, as | 

and they are brought under the domini- | 

and food of different countries, will mo- | 
dify the shapes and qualities, not only of .improved on the foundativn of our na- 

dy, and temperate man of the north be- | 

i-make bold.i0 assert has not been equal- | 
led by horses of any other distriei or! 
country on the globe, not a horse has | 
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sunny south—both are uncongenial to us 
and our Jatitude. 
The horse which we have jsjust the 

kind bat we need ; and if we pay pro- 
per attention, in breeding, 10 the selecti- 
on of both sire and dam, we shall soon 
have, of our own raising, a class. of 
animals that for our purposes cannot, be: 
excelled ; already, indeed, two of the 
most celebrated trotters the country ever 
saw, have been raised in our immediate 
‘neighbourhood. We de not want such 

* horses as roam half wild, over the pam- 
of man, none has been the subject of so pas of South America ; they are small, 
much observat on and esteem as, he * light,"aciive, always on the gallop, and 

to_ chase the ostrich | ‘admirably fitted 
over the sand, or the ox through the 
(1angled grass ; but when put {0 severe 
| tests, they are found wanting in strength 
| power of enduring fatigue, and even 
fleetness. Neither do we want the En- 
"glish dray horse, whic represents ile 
other extreme ; he is large and. strong, 
"like the ox, and like biw, too sluggish, 
‘heavy, nnd vowieldy. 
~The requisite spirits and vigor ure not 

110 be looked for 1n overgrown size and 
fatness jn the horse, any more than in 

‘the man—animation that ensures perse- 
“verance~-:he muscle that gives activity, 
and that ardour and ambition which tpe- 
ver permits them to Jook back and baulk, 
are what is wanting in both. 
What T have said as to horses being 

tive stock, applies with equal force to 
cattle. 

Tn every settlement, a stock of good 
cattle is of the highest importance ; and 
every sagacious farmer will learn to 
choose for breeders, such as promise 
best for Lis particular ‘object, whether 
it be butter, cheese, or labor; and he 
should study this subject with a deep 
feeling of scientific interest, as well as 
for the sake of gain  lL.et his first care 
lie to. put aside the very best.progeny of 
Lis stock, apd never permit his dearest 
friend to casi a wistful eye on him-—=nor 
be. tempted by any price, to sacrifice 
‘them to the butcher's knile. If be has a 
favourite cow of the real fill pail breed, 
let him reserve and turn out that one of 
her calves that: most resembles herzelf, 

| before it grows old enough to be sold to 
“the butcher, and always. guard it with 
special care. 

We read of premiums being given to 
large imported cows that have yielded 

| some thirty quarts a dav; but every dai- 
{ry woman will tell you that it i< not the 
| cow that gives the largest quantity ata 
| milking, that makes the best one 1n a 
| long run. A better one still, is she that 
| keeps on through the year, giving milk 
| for your dairy, and cream for your table, 
[in winter as well as summer, let the 
[feed be short or long. Run fast, is a 
i good name, but hold fast is a better 
{ ne.. 

In the Agricultural Journals, I. have 
{ read an account of a middle size country 
| cow; TI refer to the celebrated Oak’s 
| cow, bought out of a drove in Massachu- 
| seits, for a were trifle. Her history il- 
| lustrates two things worthy of noie* 
{ First, that we can obtain from the best of 
| our old breed ; and secondly, how much 
depends on good feeding ; and just as it 
was with the Oak’s cow, so will every 

| man fiod jt with bis farm. If he won't 
| feed his farm, and that often and well, 
he need not expeet it long 0 feed him. 
| Always raking out of the meal tb, and 
never puting in, will soon come to the 
bottom, as poor Richard says. Bat to 
retarn to the Oak’s cow, that gid so 
mw och honor to the name of Caled Oaks; 
it is stated on the most unquestionable 
authority, such as satisfied the Massa- 
chusetis Agricultural Society, that in 

{the first year, with exiraordinary keep, 
she made but 180 pounds of butter ;— 
the next year sie had twelve bnshels of 
corn meal and then gave 300 pounds ol 
of bauter, the next 36 bushels, and she 
gave more than 400 pounds; the pext 
year she had a boshel of meal a week, 
and all her own k skimmed, and milk 
theo she gave from the Hlth of April to 
the 25h September, the day of the show, 

| 485 pounds, besides suckling her call for 
five weeks, She was exhibited, nad de: 
servediys took the prenigm- on the last 

owner’s name with credit, to posterity,as 
long as oaks grow. 3 

After all, my friends, in respect to cat- 
tle, the true question is, not what breed 
can be made the heaviest if stuffed with 
food, as in some countries they staff 
geese and turkies, until no more can be 
crammed down their throats ; but what 
breed, according to our locality and ob- 
jects, will do the most work, or yield the 
greatest wejght of batter, milk,cheese, 
beef, as the case may be from the | 
atour command. In oldy mountan 
districts, says a writer of nigh® authol 
it is necessary to restrain, within cer 
iimits, the ambition of paving highly 
proved stock, 
the grand point is to bave a hardy race, 

through a considerable , portion of the 
ear, of bat short and coarse herhage. 
he best milch cow, generally, as every 

good dairy woman will ‘tell you, isthe 
one that, while she is at the pail, turns 
everything into milk, and is least dispo- 
sed 10 be or to look fat, 3 
The same consideration: that apply to 

hil domestic animals, apply aso to 
vegetables and grain. 
tradict nature, but we can co-operate 
with her, and working in her methods 
and in conformity to her laws, produce 
all the results that the Creator ever de- 
signed to put within our reach. A man 
passing a few years ago, by a field of ripe 
wheat on Long Island, was struck by 
the rich appearance of two or three heads 
which grew near the road, and hung 
down as if the grain was of great weight. 
He stopped and plucked those heads,and 
sowed them the next season ina place 
by themselves, and so. cultivated them 
year after year till they had increased to 
over a hundred bushels, that for colour, 
weight uniform plumpness of the kernels, 

are, perhaps, not surpassed in the coun- 
try : aft least, they are expected to take 
the premiom on the approaching fair of 
the American Ipstitute. This shows 
what we should do if we wish to carry 
out nature’s-plans, and finish what she 
had begun. The very: best» specimens 
should be chosen from those that have 
been grown on our own, or on a neigh- 
bouring farm, instead of sending to a dis~ 
tance for such as when we get them, 
will be forced, by the irreversible laws 
of soil and climate, to change their cha- 
racter, and adapt themselves to their 
new locality. The high scented Cuba 
tobacco looses its flavour on being trans- 
planted 10 other countries. So the eight 
rowed Dutton corn of the north refuses to 
exchange localities with the gourd seed 
of James’s river. Wheat, too, changes 

from one climate to another, without 
losing its original color! and other cha- 
racterestics.” As well might you attempt 
to transplant the beautiful hemlock of 
your mountains, where the God of na- 
ture placed them, to regions designed "for 
the Jive oak andthe olive, as to neglect 
the peculiar varieties of grain that our 
own region produces in perfection, and 
cultivate those whose distinctive proper- 
ties are- the result of a different soil and 
climate. 

on upon what you have proved to be 
good. Choose always the best of its 
kind in the animal and vegetable depart- 
wents, and depend on your own clear 
heads and strong arms for the rest. You 
are in the very middle regions between 
the extreme rigors of the north and the 
enervating heat of the south—in the fi- 
~est climate that the sun ever shone up- 
on; and bf all positions, the one best 
adapted to devolope- the human faculties 
and to pring forth the moblsst. display of 
mental and physical energy, and in a 
word, to grow the whole man. Rely 
then on yourselves to do'your own ‘work, 
and to make your own laws ; to improve 
your own aainials and agricultural pro. 
ducts : and 
those investigations, and make 
disenverigs anc arrangements, 
your own interest. require. Bring up 
your ehvidien 10 respect the. charucier 

those 

the mechanic, for on them at laety as: 

mentioned day ; and wili carry down her - 

not over nice in its food, ‘which consists 

We cannot con-- 

its character, and cannot be transferred" 

Therefore let me urge upon yon io hold - 

to pursue, on all subjecis, 

whicl:' 

and 1odove the labors of the farmer and | 
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