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‘From Graham’s Magazine.
PRESENTIMENT OR THE MARRI-
AGE CERTIFICATE.

BY MTsS CAROLINE M. SISSON,

Just as the sun was sinking, ene fine day
in Jane, a carriage stopped at the gate of the
old stone church, in, Merton and two ladies,
young; Jévely ajd richly dressed, were ‘hand-
ed out by a gentleman who had, for the Jast
half hour beén pacing up and down the church-
yard, pausing Bow and then to read ‘the name
oft_some mioss-covered stone or leaping for a
momentagainst, one of the wmagnificent old
wees that béautified and solemnized  the. spot.
It seemed by his eager, greeting, that be. had
beenampatiently waiting, the coming of the
beautifal girls whom !m::lireczl_v conducted in-
to the charch. Almost immediately afier
thewm the .good old rector enlered; leaning on
the arm of his nephew, a. slender, graceful
youth; whemy, he hads brought as witness of a
ceremony whom he thad: been; urged.to, per-
form-in the-most private mannar. Reverently
the old man _opened; his ook and the young
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people silently iplaced Shemselves! before the
altar, The quiet of the Jonely churchy. made
moge im pressive,by . the shadowy , dinness of
thetwilight houryhe full, deepy selemn voice
oiytherector and the low though euarnest toges
of the young respondeuls,, which alone broke
the.almost,painful silence, gayesan atr.of sad-
ness o thaystrange bridal, and when Robert
Llliott sigped that.magriage ceriificateyaas, a
witness, his hand trembled Hand his young
heart seanles with a sadiuforbeding of sorrow
either to himself or:the nuptial berediction.
Silently and slowlyitheipartias leftitbe chuneb,
and-as-mueh-to-the surprise of theboy as to
the horror of the gopd fsextgn (who opened the
gata to th em, the bride-groom, after a few
hilried d8Hlbgees and'a wurm embrace, hand-
ed Pﬁh’wgr!p?agb?idﬁ fito ths' carriaga, then
*rrifﬁﬂ:'s. the“hund"of her'sister, who was al-
refdy seited, with a'fervent s God bless'you,’
and“8u® glance ' of Wrigdish, tokned hastly
away agd mcumﬁxg @ horse’ which' awaited
hifh, rode eff rapidly in'one'diréction whils the
sarriiss iui!&gédiuwl.}' “rolfed away {n_Enother.

“Lun adgaid theylll, comn to no - good,’ “said
thesexton ashe shut.the heayy  iron. gate and
placed the key in his stout feather pouchy
wuching juscap respectfully to the rector as
be finished, and ‘ gapd, mighc master Robert’
o the strippling who gust then stopped. und
ook from the pavement, where-it had proba-
bly fallen from the hand ef the bridegroom,
in that hurried parting, a folded paper which
he instantly recogrised as the marriage certi-
ficate.

Looking into the pale abstracted fuce of his
uncle ne saw it would be of no use to speak to
him of the paper then, for the old man‘was al-
ready far off In a reverie, such as e so ofien
indulged inythat his; old hibusekeepkr | vsed o
say, ¢ the wmidister lives in the’ other world,
and only comes baclkiunéein a while 10 do
sormebouy dr othér & kinduesd™ "0 “that do-
ing kindness! how, delightful yitgwas to that
good old man. e iy

{1e had ministered in ﬂnng‘}‘yrnh for nearly
forty years,and for piors than twenty of iheus
each time he entered the ‘doar; Furd “pussed the
aravesof bis wile and  six ghievensshe berd
hupswho had ences imadal big hptewind his
heast se-cheerful; and whaywis;caledabyabeir
brightspring-time. to their-better homie wbove
—nowonderthat the old! than ‘dived rinthat
ottrer: warld, he“had sorakm b treasurds ahege
—sghd yet me | ond . eversuid| novene aver
thoughv'he had:left anZoneai single duty share
— gt wais ever ready to! receive wehddJinte
Christesefloeky tobrenthio i priuyer anc whisper
comfortrat the bedsideof the dying. torsponk
kindjWonsoling words to” the  mourner. thgi
gettle counsel and faitlifuly fricndly s wheming,
afd toishare hisscanty Parse withatl “who
nesded: ™ No ohé ever ‘saw him imgrv, o e
aver saw him sad;serenely eheerful tiN ‘went
on Al quiet Wiy, honored, reverenced By ¥
—teo d¥entny perhaps,’ too inactive for " these”
inpulsive'ditys, but Just sifited’ to'the time and’
placéfielivéd in—d gentle shiepherd leadhid"a
peaceful, happy flack. ™ Robert Elliot was'hi
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| bridegroom, Richard Barding, since. his boy-
} hood, or rather § should say 1 knewhim as a
| boy, for he has been many years absent from
his country:and [ did not know: of his return,
till he came th s afietnoon to request me to
perform the ceremonys’

¢ The lady is very beautiful, very,’ said Ro-
bert thounghtfully; add.to himselfrather than te
the rector, who.* however, ‘someyvhat to' ‘the
boy?’s surprise, réplied,

* Shie is very ‘beautiful, and °F fear Richard
has done wrong'it'pérskading her 1o betoma
his‘wife*without the * consent or knowledge of
any  of her friends-except her twin-sister, whe
a school-girl, like herself, and ‘of“ecurse aa
much a stranger liere, is not a very safe‘coun-
selle .’ N T

*1 wish you would tell me all’ you' know ' of
them, dear-uncle,’ said Robert, * for'l ‘feel a
strange interest i-them. * The lady is §o gen-
tle“dnd lovely and ‘the” gentleman seemed so
stern and cold, so prompt and “detérined: "I
almost hated bim whed He turned'so abraptly
from his' carringe and rode off as if' relieved at
having performed a pdinful duty.” )

¢ Nay, Robért, you wrpng hitn; he is sum-
moned te altend his fither immediately. who'is
only waiting his arrival ther8't6 sail froimn Néw
Orleans”for Caba, wherefhe hasfarge’ estates:
which require 'his “constgnti supervision, ' and
whért his son’s ‘assistance and society are par-
ticularly neetful to him." | ‘Old" Mr. ‘Harding is
an honorable and warm-Rearted though'eccen-
tric man, 4nd Richard khowing "his"excitable
teniper, dared not bridé ‘with “him,
and when I vrged him, st fo “obraid his'a-
thers consent, and then cdme and ask her open-
ly of her relatizes, a3 2 _gentlemat ! should 'do,
ke told me thal Yo wait was” to Toose her for-
ever, for her step-father'was his futher’s”bi-
tefest enemy; and that she was the daaghter
of a British officér, who resided muny years at
Hulifax and left, &t his'death; no fortune to
the twin'girl'and a will,'whose "weale nature
disqualified ter 1o stand alowe in the world; arfd

dered herstill very attractivée. whe had’ withind
a few months after her widowhood ‘married
man of wealth dnd 'infigence bt “of ‘mferior
rank, which%o incensed the'sister of "her lité
husband, (bl Craiond,  that ‘she® refused Yo
have any \ntercourse with hers, dnd thréat-
ened to hestow her. little fortune on, o charft®
ble mstitution, instéad ef giving it to her nie-
ees ag sheshad,oflen  prowised.. . The gitls too
soon felt themselves™intraders in their step-fu-
ther’s house, and their aunt,who watehcd them
jewlonsly, seeing their unhappiness and learn-
ing its causa, determined to tike hem entie-
ly, to herself and bring them to New Fngland,
where they were to remuin, 4t least uil their
edacation was completed. The weak,
mother wasgtoo happy o have thet pro vided
for, soobjectyrand accordimgly wheu thg
opatra’ stopped . at Halifix on her way from
Liverpool jto . Boston,  Alis Opmend  usd her
nieces ook passage in her, fur the 27 POTS,
and among other fellow-passengers wade the
acquaintance of Richard Harding, whe was re-
turning,from a pleasure. tap to England.. 1
did not know when the eagugement wasenter-
ed into between the yoang . peeple, bui I  sus-
pect mopetniil, thiey et recently ig Doston,
where Miss Ormond had established  leiself,
after huving placed-her_ aieces. at the school
abeut Jr'Fhey bave
been for more thun twe yéars ia thiv-'evuntry,
Richard had speot with
1 beliexe thils recent mee-
ton Wirs purely
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> almost womanly, tender-
old man blessed him as he
putting back his
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nessawithawhidh
dismissed, b for the nights

dark/ringiets and laying  lis. thin. pale hand

upon thems <Aund well might be
rememberditys for. NE¥er aghia) | was: that dear
hand laid lovingly upen-hiun, never again - did
that_sweetcaku- voice bless him.
¢ 1sp’t theamashicr wn, yet, ma

(']&i"‘."Sil‘. Y

Yam,” said

siatef®s sap, in orphan boy whoni he wias tr
ing 'to fill "Ris‘own plice, a§ he hoped, in after™
yeays, blit'those who'wiyw' the fire in the boy’s™
dark éye and marked His'proud, firm bearing, t
even in_early youth, thonght him ill=suited to
he holy calling, and, he"himself had’ many a

ol
vision of henors giined ‘and lurels won ‘in‘a
{ir diffarent sphere from ‘that secluded viilaze.
Still he remamed at the Harsonage, a datifyl
and patient pupil, dearly loving the good old
man toswhosn she was  the st ' earth-flower;
the on'ly' belag gout ol heayen,  be could call
his own. v

When Robert handed the_certificate that |
eveniog to 14 rector Jthe pld maa’s face sad- |
dened for a mement, and he said.

¢ They :shounld have taken more care, . put it
in my prayer-book, wy soni they will doubt-

i

record the marriage for me in the parish regis-
ter.’ Z

Robert 'placed the paper ‘s desired, und
seating himse!l on' fHlow bench -at'his uncié’s
feet, begin talking of the'strangs ‘and secret
warriage, gaying.~ * 50 G :

“Did you Kasw thé partics hefore sir?” !

<1 niever. saW the bride or her’ sister tillwe

less call for it saon, and to-motrow you must |

Nbrah,iopening t} the litfle. parlur,
andrddingaw a half yexed tone. <1 wond ber
he don't cowe when he nows my cakes will
be a.l spiled for hiui?

¢ You would not wonder,” replied Mrs. Stan-
ny the housekeeper,. if. you had heard him
cing 1 his study awvith. Rebert till almost
morning. § suppose they huve both overslept
themselves.’

«Well,"and sute it’s a" pleasure to' tulk to
the boy any time, and the oald gintleman was

be whin.he’s gone.”
They were interrupted by kg agonized voice

i of Robert, crying:—

* Mrs. Stanton, Norah eame, come quick to
the study;’‘and in.an instant both were , stand-
ing at the study door, appalled at the scene
withing  In his high-backed arm chair close,by
the open window, just where Robert had lelt
him the night before, satthe good rector looking
so calm, so beautifully quiet, that for one mo-
ment they ‘@lmost thought “he slept; ‘bt~ thie

men’ passed and looked at'each ether with
sad, troubled faces for several minutes, ere

met 1a the church; but” L haye knowa the

Mrs:*Stanton pressed a cold hand in bers, and

whose polished manners and great beauty ren-

Edith 1o be }

just beginning %6 say his last’ ‘words afore he!
leaves for the'school, ma’am,-and sorry we’ll

repese’ was too rigid for sieep and the two wo-'

murmauring, * He is dead, peor pld gentloman,’
burst into tears.

* Dead, deud” cried Robett,” ‘ne/'so, ko 'is
not dead’ let me ran for’a "’ doetdr) for the
neighbors; 'they ‘will not'say heis ‘dendl’ ~and
he flew dewn the stdirs all whheeding Norwh
whe, (wiping chev fast-streuming  tears w.th
ket apron, exclaimed -

+:Ahl ye’ve no ‘need of -a.docthar; if, he
eould not stay for the love of you, all the dec-
thurs. in the land can’t fetehy biw, back, and
indade ’tis unriverint to. bother himn'with tri-
ing, the dear samt thut he is.. Ochhone,
och hone.’

‘The death of their ‘beloved 'pastor spréad
so deep a gloom aver tlid wholé émrish, 50
many "hearts” were heavy "wrh' ' sorrow, “that
Robert 1élt almostasharmicd’ 6f the’ Utter lone:
iness and désolation he'féit 'whilé o) sytiipi-
thized in and shired his grief; yet he could inbt
belp saying to himselfl

ARy they indeed all loved dim, vbut ithey
Bave all sowe one else to loyes oFhey have
all father, mother, or some thing, but 1 am

atterly alone, alene for u lifé-tiuie in this glad
. ',i

sotial warld!. Tts joy chonot be'joy awviflh ne
out'to shure it, and §ts sorrow, oh? whut’ hd="
man heart can bear it alone ¢’

Day after day the SuinimnéY sun rose and set
and Jound Robert lingering Verim thetlonely
tectory pule-and hopelessfund not “untl Murs.
Stanton t6ld birh that' ber grandson” had come
to- tuke ket 1o 'his home i a neighbouring
village did"he seem to couiprobend ' that ‘the’
bouse'which” had so long shelteréd . him" wiis
bis home no longer. "I'hen he foused’ himself;
and with" reverential ‘care packed the few
booles and dther articles” which ‘had belonged
to his uncle—the farpiture ‘with the"holise was
the" Sropefty ‘of the’ parish=——andfeaving them
under the care of an old friend, took his oWo
little property and departed for the city, where
he immediately commenced “his college stu-
digsa - Bhe newyfamilypazrived 8V the reeto-
ry.and bright, voung faces. were seen-at the
windows, and -graceful Jfignres .occupied the
rector’s pew in charch; yetsull; ebildren,went
by the gate with a slower . step: iind/ & pause
in their wirthful talk raad wany a matron: wis
ped away a tear as her eye fell on the nes
white stone which marked the good old ree-
tor’s quiet grave. >

About four yearsaftér these events, Miss Orl
mond at in the parior vf her‘niéce, “Cornelia,
(who hud been martied several months” srevi
ous to Lieatenunt Frank Courtney’ of the Uni-
ted States army,) reading 1 newspaper, when
she suddenly exclaimed :(—

¢What a strange advertisement!” and inme-
diutely read nloud, ¢ Any person who can give
any nformation of e certain” Edith Merton,
who was several years since privately married
to'the late Richard Harding, and who can bring

proof of the marriage and of the ludy’s iden- !

tity, will hear of something greatly to, her
advantage by calling on Edward Weston. at-
torney.and councellor at law No. 72
Street,, Philadelphia,’

¢ Strange, indead,’ said Mr. Coustpey, and
turning to his wife he ndded; “Cornelwy iwas
not Mr Harding an acquaintance of yours;  u
lover of Edith's), or rsomething like:lity: defore
you: left Halifux

“Yes—uo,” stamered Cortielia, “that'is; ha
was our fellow passenger “from’ Hulifix, ‘and
ny sister hked, o and blushing and con-
fused she stepped abruptly ) for just then Edith
entered the robm, “dnd 1otidins “the wondering
of her Aunt abd, Mr." "Courtiey, aad tho
[Gsion Of her' sWter, asked unXionsly ‘what
watter,  Aunt Ofoiond ii’nrm?diﬂr'.v
handed het the papdepointing *w0 the adver-
tiscurenty wi shiy Bl no SUOUEE glhuEed at
that-herbrainaseled.and she sunk fuinting on

now conlumion and ,‘xuijezr.
1ch The'sistery Hud 'so long " and
ly kept wadrévenled; abrddin the family
couneil wh.ch follawed it was degided that M
Coeartyey should proeeed, 1ynediatelysto, Phi-
Jadelphin and learn all e, Wieston, could | tell
him of Richard Harding’s death, ynd his  lifo
too, for, from ihe hont of bis parling wih
her at the chareh, door, his youne  wife' had
received no intellizence of him, and until she

A yertisement was of conrse not AWAre
of his death.. 1t 'was strange the name shonld
he Ldith, Merton, they thought, but perbaps
Mr Weston conld éxpluin’ it, so. they. wisely
detecnined to say pothing of the f
he knew all hecould teli them, . Mr Canttney,
found Mr Weston. very ready to unpart.allzhe
kuowledge, of, the case. be possessed, ., which
mas , briefly, that ubout, a month previoas to
theiy, interyiew, (hie Gad ,received a package
from the United,;States cousul.at, Cuba, -conv
taining 4 letier, from that honarable.gontlaman,
infortuing M, Weston.of the, recent -death 1of
Righard ‘Harding.,  Sen;. alse * thyt,the smd
Richard had, in, his Jast iljaess, enrnestly  dex
sied that; the wili -and letter agcompuanying
might be conveyed (ns soon; after his deceuse
as possible) to Mr Weston.

B osofiy,

1

S i

affair wnal

¢ Harding arid T'were-old ‘sehaol-fellotws atid
frionds, and F was not%urprized’to’ find ‘myself
named executor of his will, though ‘the docu-
ment itself exc¢iied no little' " astonishment and
seemed to. promise some” difficulty in its._gxe-
cation, ¥ince”it'expresslysays in due form ¢ 1
bequeath all my estate;« real'and” “parsunal of
whiatever-nature and wherever-found; to Edith
wilsjef mylateson Richard Harding;npyw re~
siding if'she he yet livingy 10 parts - unknewn;
to me; and if ‘she cannot besfount withia five
years from the date heredf: b .devise the same
to Jarnes; the only’ son of my brotket ~James
Harding, ¢f Boston, Mass., U, 8. i the 6t

ter which accompanied. the will h& writes, !
* Soon after we arrived at Home after our: st
visit.10 the/ U8 ; my son was! Seized with the

i

apd as {

waich termiuated Lis life,
watcked unxionsly’ by ‘hin one day, “he told
me ol iy marringe with 17 beautiful "apd pot-

tidnless girly and b#sought et euly my for-
giveness for havi ted witheutan y ssnetion.
butialso ey pernsission 1d return as veon us-he
wiustuble o/ Massuchusetts, jxnd: cluisaing his
bride, to-bring her to our:luxurions howme, 0¥
to.alowhim Lo remain o Apserica | with her,
[ was beside myse!lfi with rage, and forgetung
the weakness of my boy, | loaded him with
reproaches, swearing, in _my wrath, that be
shuuld, never ‘agamn leave his West-Indian
howe, ‘never again behold the beéing who had
coind betwken his love and e, When ] stop--
ped to tuke ‘breatirary koy bad fiinted.” Hor-
tor struck, believiog “hiny 'dead) ¥’ sdommdned
the'uttendantal He wag ¥oun Festered 10 1ifo
bat mbt (o constiousnesy, nov ferlone’ momens !
after'did his delirtum) ceases! He wfien mu-
muredthe names of' Edith ‘and | Merton, bat' s
said upthing; distinatly; #0 that [ eould, learn
nothing of the fuinily of . his wife, nor -abuing
the Jeasticlue 0 ber station residence.., .1/ will
not tell you how wretched my life has been
since, how remeorse and shame have hawnted
me, nor why I have, resolved, to bequeath my
fortune (as a sort’ of atonément,” a.pocr one
owi, 1o the tienrory 'ef 'my boy) to womax he
loyed.'if she'can be foudd.” " You will for ‘our
old-friendship’s ‘sat &) seéle ner diligently, ant’
at the end ot five years gpeeified in"my will i
you hear nothing of her, will deliver the proe
ps:fly 1o uly nephew;, whom'] ‘hute though' ke
12 wy only; brother’s sony butiwhol ong btin jus-
tce 1o anheriga portion of the Jfopmne thie
germs of which, at Jeast, 1 received frem his
grandfather.’

| After reading the letter, Mr. Conrtnoy gave
Mr: “Weston' the Hittle'infGrmation ‘hef coula af-
ford 7 andiwas surprisad 10 learn;fiomn that gen-
teman that Mr James T ldrding bad! aleeadyst

bepn 1o inqaire ifany clajmant for, the fortune. »

had appeared, .

‘He s, added Mr. Weston, ¢ a grasping,
avarieious, mang whom ) detest almasr a4
beartily a3y, did his uncle, but anless you.ean
furnish’ ‘me Wit ample. and unquestipa- s
proofs of yonr sister-in-law Misg Orniand s be-
mg the Tady who Was' 'nlarried «to “Richire in
Merton '¢hureh in June, 18207 ¥ §hall be ob-
liged'to'haiid vver ' the dends ‘of property to
hiniat/the  end’ of flve years! ‘specified in ' 1he
willy but I presome you will havano eifficulty:
Thereas/of course; u certificate, and the mart
riage)is. reeorded inithe , parishi fegister, and
thege, were undoubtedly witnesses of , the cere-
mony. who wust  be found and requested 1o
give their evidepce.. Be awsured 1 will do all
in_power to place Miss Ormond, or rather Mrs
Harding in possession.’

Mr Courtney anticipated no"difficalty iz ‘ob-
taining the, dégired ‘proofd, and 'with a'lizht,
hopefal hedrt he'retorted 1o s fmily. Greag
was his astonishiient’ o' léarn from ' Edith that’
soofurfrem being/able to produce ‘any prnﬂf
of the murriage, she had nothing'' but? her
wedding ring, contuiming their iditals snd the
¢ates that theré. were 00> witaess .except ber
sister, and, that she did not even know the of«
ficiating elergyman’s name, She knew. only
that the nite, was solamnized in Merion Church,
and to Mertan Aunt Ormond insisied, on_goss
Ing, accompanied by Fdith, imnn:di‘«lc])'._-z\
new life seemed given 1o the old lady.

Now that" she had " recovered “from *her
anger and astonjshment at the landacap e thars
riagesshe‘entered with all“lier youthfil energy
upoén’ the tkiof proving 'it,’ insisted dn’ goings
aosompanied by Edithi called * Mrs Harding,™
much to her annoyanes, ‘and ‘talked of their
golden expections to adk thsir acquaintance.
Poor. Edith ! she-had given: 18 Richard Hard-
ing the. fitst warm loyve, of her gentle. hoart
and for many a long week after his departare
stie” had "watehed duily ‘dnd  hourly for his
conting, or at Teust 9ome shight'tolen of remnsm="
branee . vand duy by day hado her! heart: sioks
pned with (worst: of all'sickness ) hope 8l efer-
reds o Sometimes  believidg hiny faith8ss #nd
hedsel{deserted, she would rush into soeisty ;¥
where her beauty and grace made -hern, expé
weleome, snd in universal homuge paid lo les
usreigning bello would forget for a momentt
the agony and desolution of her heart.

Sometimes she'would ‘weep' hérsélf “ill, and
assure her sister over and  over ‘again thiit he
was dead o She keew he wis dead,  for if |i-
ving he  would . not, have  deseried, -her., . At
{engtn she censed o speuk, of ¢ im, and, gradu-
ully recoverad the eqaahle temper which made
her 50 agreeably -in - early life, She seemed
even te her sister to be hanpy, and 19 e'hjo,f.
being abelle, though hothing of  coquetry” or
lightodss” sdihed the bright purity of her cha-=
racter.  Since reading that impdrtant ‘adver
tisement she was changed a being. Sad and
pale;“she shrank “frofi society, sven that of
her most intimate friends, and -her aunt could
haye searcely imposed upon her.a., more, pain=
ful task” than ‘the ‘visit to Merton. U1t~ was
made however, and was unsatisfactory, The
sudden deatlt ot the good old - rector bad . pes-
vented the recording of the marriage; the. sax-4
ton,.not . liking the mew rector, or the neW
laws he made, had ‘ handed in hig keyy’ and
tmoved off 10 the fur West.” The rector’s ne-
phew 'was reading law’in the office of Messrs:
Parchuient-& Smoothwhit, of Michigan,, #8d
old Mes; Stamten’s fuiling' memory only. epds
blpd her to say, ¢ Robert wasa good boy ans
she hoped no harm wnuld come to him, for be
went right away when his grandpa’ died, a2
nohody had heard of him since. What wa#,
fo be done? Several letters were nddressefls
to Robert Elligt withoyt eliciting a_reply, P
M? ‘Weston, unable to “encourage’ his ‘cliests
conlld only bid her'wait patiently; and/remin€”
hevthat five years was not long tor wait 10f
sucly a fortume, 4
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