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' NEW AND FATAL FAMINE DIS-
EASE.
From the Dublia Freeman.

We place before our readers extracts from
two letters from two different and distinct
couaties in Ireland—the one from the north,
and written by a non-professional gemleman,
the chairman of a relief committee, to a gen-
tieman of large landed property, and -of the
highest social aed professional distinction in
thia ciiy; the other letter is- from an accom-
plished physician, eminent for his professional
and other attfinments, in extensive practice in
a southern city, and was written to ourselves. 1

The writer of the communication from the
north, after alluding to the general condition
cf the country, speaks of the constant occu-
pation of a friead in superintending the daily
relief of about 1000 or 1500 persors, most of
whom, he adds, must pericsh; he then thus
writes, as if to render intelligible the fearful
predistion :—

‘1 am' so, well accustomed to ' this form of
disiress, that 1- know it immediately when I
see the people: I find that when their feet are
swollen—which is the result of want of foed
they-scarcely ever get the better of it. I meet
hundreds daily thatl know will die. thougb
xf‘xey are walking about, and dont think of it
themselves, * & & » Very often, when 1
am applied to for assistance, and see, from
the appearance cf the people, that nothing
can be of any use—when Isay to them, pre-
pare_for the other world, for you will not be
Jong here, they appear surpnsed as if it were
not to be the case; butina few days I hesr
of the death of those very persons.”

Speaking of the tenantry on the estates of

the gentleman to whom he writes, he adds
(and why should we not name, even at the
risk of appearing to transgress the limits of
confidegce, the benevolent individual of whem
such could be said—Master Litton?) ¢ None of
yoar tepants have been permitted to come to
thie, though many of them have gotten thin.”
It will be observed that the southern physieian
saysthat one of the characteristics of the fa-
mine disease is, that the afflicted do not thin,
bu: bloat 'and swell.

The following is an extract from the letter
of this eminent physician. Allowing for the
difference between the minnte accuracy of a
professicnal man, and the rough outline ofa
layman, the descriptions are identical :—

‘¢ The fever emktraces various t)pcs—the
mple, the petechiai or typhoid, and the pur-
puric with or without he@morrhage. But with
12ese 18 wound up adisease more deadly still
—:t_precedes, comes on or follows as & se-
qual, upon the fever, more frequently 1t comes
alone; paialess and mild at first, slow but sare
in its mission it is death inevitable. It is mot,
properly speaking dyscmry—wuh which 1t

seems to be sometimes associated, and with-

out it at all there is a great deal of dysentery.

* The disease is at first & mere laxzity of
bo-wa—uer) thing taken runs off; no pain—
petite continues, with urgent thirst, the pa-
tien: does not thin, he bloas aad gets dropsi-
cal. His face and feet ate anasarcous ( i. e.
arops sical)—his eyes bright and glassy; bright
blocd is ro longer visible in his cheks, or even
ia his lips, his colour becomes that of a dirs
7 tallow candle, he loses all erergy, though-
i1atellect continues clear. At length he
rawls to the hospital, or to his garret, and
there dies. Ouce he becomes bloated and

sallow, and he rarely applies till he is so, his
daom is sealed. Medicine and nutriment pal-
diate, may lor a while suspend, but at last
le certainty he dlee
s disense I have seen hundreds of
ant a3 yet have met no case of it
1gst the wee llh/ or well fed. ‘It appears
'1r to the class which has been for

imperfectly nourished upon foed bad :n
ficient 1a quantity- Itis a famine

London Daily News, May ®6.
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capidalists to form the first link in his great
chain of British transiantic railways; the pri-
veleges embrace large tracts and blocks of ter-
ritory, and a guarantee of five per cent inte-
rest on the further capital to be subscribed ia
Eugland. Itis now more than ten _vcar,g since
an act was passed to incerporate the St.- Au-
drew’s and Quebec Railway Company. Va.
rious circumstances, especially the peading
protracted negociations to settle the beundary
question, led -to the saspension of proceedings
under this act, but a line was actually survey-
ed at the expense of the British Government.
1t is mow intended to form eighty miles of
this line, viz.: from Saint Andrews to Wood-
stock to be afterwards continued to the Grand
Falls, there to run into the grcat main trunk
line from Halifax to Quebee, in the event of
which extension, the .United States companies
will complete the connexion through Maine,
from Boston to Augusta to St. Andrews; thus
by the physical leading to the moral and com-

tain. These railways will all be corstrueted
of Pavnised timber rails, with cylindrical bear-
ing wheels, and on the guide-wheel principle
and, es all the land, t:mber, fuel, and materi-
als are granted free, wili not cost more than
£1,000 per mile. There are 12,000,000 acres
of rich and valuable territory, stll the proper-
ty of the crown ia the Province of New
Brunswick ; and this territory aboundsin the
finest timber, in coal, iroa, salt, gypsum, of
freestone and slate ; while the waters of the
Bay of Fundy teem with fish, for which a rail-
way would open up an imexkaustible market
in the interior of the Provinces. Perhaps the
most important portion of these reports, especi-
ally in connexion, with the fermation of the
line, and the supplying England with cheap
timber for railway and other purposes, is that
which treats of the vast timber forests of New
Brunrwick. Between parraliels of 43 deg.
and 46 deg. north latitude, or the larger porti-
on of New Brunswick, both the resinous or
“soft wood” trees, the pine and. the epruce,
2nd the leafy or ¢ hard woods,”’ the maple,
birch, beech, ash, &c., abound in all directi-
ons ; above that line the hard wood lands
gradually become more rare, and the soit wood
land more abundant ; while the reverse takes
place below the line, as we procaed dowr~
wards through the states. In New Brunswick,
accordingl), we find three or four species of
oak; walaut, maple, alder, cherry, beech,
hornbeam, ash, elm lime, pine, spruce, farch,
and cedar; and many o( the most valuable
descriptions being found in the interior, and at
some distange fromriver navigation, they have
never become the subject of commerce with
Europe. The cutting down aad sawing of this
timber into sleepers and scantlings for the
English railways, ‘'woyld afford a permanent
employmeat for emigrant labourers during the
winter months.  In South Carolina, where
also there 1s abundance oftimber, rails essen-
1ally of timber have been adopted with suc-
cess, save as respects the perishable natare
of the material. It was necessary that all
the timber shov 1d be perodically renes i
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serve that both mechacical and chemical ap-
pliances are resor to, to prevent &brasio
end decay ; and a first ul expeniment,
accordingly, will pave the way for the gene-
ral adoption of the plan on the Americar
continent. Eighty miles of a chezp an d e
cient railway, commencing at the bour
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mercial union of the Republic and Great Bri-,

appears there are 1500 sick on the island and
1000 on shipboard. The steamer Neptaue
came up yesterday. She reports the arrival of
12 more vessels, making in all 33 vessels de-
tained in Quarantine. It appears that very
little, dimunition has taken place in the mor-
tality. Four of the Roman Catholic Clergy-
men employed at that station; we regret to
say, have been infected with the feur. and
a circular has been sent by his grace the Arch-
bishop to those members of the Clergy who
have a_sufficient knowledge of the English
language, to be ready at the first notice, to
afferd their assistance to the sick. The spi-
ritual wants of the Protestants are likewise 1-
defatigably attended to by the Lord Bishop of
Montreal and his clergy.

We learn that typhus exists to an alarming
degree in the parish of St Joachim, which is
near]y opposite Grosse .Isle, on the north
shore.

A letter from Grosse Isle, dated the 14th
inst.gives a horrid account of the state ¢f things
at that place. It says that there were from
1,700 to 1,800 sick on shore, the weather ve-
ry unfawurable the number of deaths fright-
fal, and a new fleet of ten or twelve sail just
arrived, with perhaps 4000 of these unfortanate
creatures on board.

The- official return from the Medical Super-’
intendent at Grosse lIsle, of admissions and
deaths for the week ending the 13th, gives the
following statement.

Admissions into Hospital, 1044
Sick afloat. 464
Exclusive of captaios, mates and

seamen, 32
1,640

Deaths in hospital, 156

On beard ship, 93
—— 249

All the healthy, at that date, had been lanud-
ed on the east end of the island, aild were un-
der tents. One shed for the reception of sick
was up and filled on S"turda) last, and a se-
cond would be finished this week.

The following is a list of the medical Staff
at Grosse Isle:—Drs. Jacques, Fenwick, Al-
len, Larocque, Malkoit, Damour, ' Dickinson,
Jamieson, Dease, Pinet and Johuston. ~ Mr.
Barter is the apothecary to the hospital.

With pleasure we record the pm'mnrowu.
services rendered to the sick and. the dying by
the reverend gentlemen of the different per-
suasions now r:: duty at the Quarantine .Stati-
on. Our highly es umcd, and revered Bish-
op is in the midst of the misery, and indefa-
1igab'.c——wc fear too muﬁh —1n administer-
ing spiritaal aid to this stricken flock. Ve
have been told that at an early hour of the
morning he is astir, and his labours are conti-
nued until late 1n the evening. The gentle-
men of the Reman Catholie pu~u~s on are also
most untlrhﬂ Jﬂd aSSlLUOUS na Clll’ll!.’lr dA!'
charge o{‘christ'.an duty.—Mercury, June 18

The Chronicle of the 2lst contains a
Letter dated at the Island on the 18th,
which  announces  that 21 passeager
sinps arrived ihere ‘the previous day.
We give below. the report of several of
them, wkich will enable our readers to

l'orm some idea ot the state of affairs at

he quaratine station, and

they are in on arrival.
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he same paper: gives a list ot the
sailing of 28 vessels from ports in Bri-

taia an JI.cnm be:wew'u the 19th May
and 4th June with 16,346 passengers, al
tound to '\_ZC*,J:L':
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Wesleyan Couference in England. The
measure was carried in the Conferemce
by a divisien of eighty-two to. eight.
Immediately  afterwards, the Revd. Dr.
Alder was called to the Presidential chair
by the unanimous voice of the Confer-
ence.

; S
Tae Season.—The weather for thi

last month has been of such a character
that the most fastidious canpot. discover
the slightest fault to grumble about.
Every thing in the fields ‘and gardens
look unusually promising. Oae of our
neighbours shewed us yesterday a patch
of timothy and clovet which was ready
 for cutting.

¢~ We regret that our advice regard-
“ing the state of the drains, &c. has not
been acted upon. - The time may no: be
distant when the community may have
caiise to lament that they did not bestow
more attention on the subject.

EvroreEaN NEws.—In the absence of
more important matter, we make a selec+
tion of mispllaneous items from our files
of British papers received by .the Cam-
bria.

INQUEsT,--An inquest was held at 02k

Point, on Saturday last, before M. Cran-
ney, Esq., Coroner, oa view of the body
of a female child, apparently abour three
or four years cld, which was found o2
the shore the previousday. As there 1%
no child missing belonging to the place,
the presumption is that she is the child
of some passenger on board one of the
vessels in the harbour. There was 19
clothing on the body whea picked upe
Verdict—found drowned.

ProrosaL roR THRE SeTTLEMENT OF
Granp Manvan.—We are indebted o Lf’w."
last Fredericton Gazette fora copy O
a Prospectus for setling the above named
island with Scotush Fishermen

The island of Grand Manan is situated @
the entrance to the b ay of Fuady, ia V¢ "h
America, and forms part of the Britisn pr
vince of New Brunswick. It 1s just en 18
boundaty between the United . S:ate
North America, and is esparated fr
mainland by a straight C‘C‘J. m

The south side of the Island of
nan is already inhabited by about
men, who make a comfertable li

part bv the cultivation o‘
pally by fishing. The no
is woodiaxd, and has h:'.'
settled in consequence of the
bour on thatside. With the view of |
tiag the fisheries on the north eide of
Manen, 8 grant from the crown ¢
tained, and a harbonr has been forme
Dark harbour. This locality
advantage of asalt water lake,
separated frogn the ocean by
stones and gravel,a few hun
This lake is one mile and a qu
and half a mile in width, w
five to tea fathome 1n depth
hes been cut tx'ou" 1, and a ‘ship
t H]xaud between Dark harbour
8 of 500 tons burihep can noW
Dark harbour with facility
tly secure during the
Legielatnre of New Broes
edyhe sum of £200 to b
order to protect the en
its importance ae ah

which is 091%

a1l ol
2 sea “’uull h

— h

-

o‘ North America,
can be f

8e2h 2ol \( y' eng
oply of fish !&.’
States falls far sh




