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" The ‘British Press.

From tlIMark Lane Express.
STATE OF IRELAND.

" A want of forethought and self.reliance
conrtinues te be displayed in Ireland ..n the
most extraordinary degree, The liberality
with which England has:rendered .assistance
te the people of that country in the hour of
pressing need, seems to call forth no earnest
or energetic exertion to provide by their own
means against the recurrence. of similar evils.
Were it not for the cunning displayed, we
shouid be disposed to think that the emall far-
mer and ‘labourer were devoid of the powers
of reflection—that they were mere wnimal
machines possesting only the use of Janguage
80 @8 to be enabled to express their wants, but
devoid of reaconing faculiies. We know,
however, snch is not the case; yet we have
the following statement from the Government
Taspector: in King’s County.

‘“d have been credibly informed, from va-
sious quarters, that the class of small farmers
bolders of from 25 ‘to 30 acres of land, have
secreted both money and seed amply sufficient
for their holdings; but these men ere doing
absolutely nothing, under the impression that
Government will eventually prepare their
land and give them seed for it, rather taan see
it umcropped. This opinion pervades most
elasses, but particularly the one above-menti-
oned;.and it is-worthy of note that this class
(geuerally speaking) has not contributed one
shilling te the relief funds, but have dismissed
the one or two farm servants they usually kept
and in not a few instances have got their
-gons onthe public works, to the exclusion of
‘the wholly destitute workman.”

" The subjoined astounding statement is made
byCap.t Fishburn, ia writing to Mr. Trevel-

an :—

“ The difficulties encountered are incalcu-
lable. Imay mention a fact, part of which I
mentioned when I last wrote, which will
serve toshow the unreasonableness or wick-
edness which isabroad. Mr. T. Mahor, own-
er of some property near Quin, in this county
being told by his" tenants that they had no
seed, purchased 800 stone of seed wheat, with
the intention of giving it to. them, but, doubt~
ipg their integrity of purpose, he had it steep-
ed in & solution of the sulphate of iroa, and
then arnounced they might have it, but they,
finding that 'they could not eat it, would not
take a grain, He then asked them to let him
have the land, and he would sow it and give
them the balance, after deducting the ex-
pense : “they refused this also. Mr. Mahon is
2 man of the most undoubted integrity ; so
they never could have.doubted for a moment
1he honesty of his professions. I am convin-
ced that they have the séed, and that they
will eventaally sow the land themselves, or
that they have entered into a combination not
10 sow; this, I am told, bas been done in this
gounty, in the barony of Corcomroe.”

Such is the conduct, euch the apathy and
indifference of that class ‘to whom the people
of Ireland have to look for raising the food
for the next year, the so-called farmers of
that unhappy, benighted country. If such be
the state of mental degradation displayed by
the farmers, what is to be expected of the
Iabourers.”

“Who, amongst those who have ruled the
destines of this mighty empire, wlll plead
guilty to a dereliction of duty eo glaring, as to
have allowed a considerable portion of the
population of the British Islands to remain in
such a state of brutal ignorance asis exhibited
1n the statements before made ?

The ways of Providence are inscrutable, it
1s not for us, therefore, to attempt to urfold
them. The severe visitation which we have
experienced by the destruction of one of the
most extensively used articles of food has
awakened us, it may be. to asense of the
wrongs which we have inflicted. A fast, or as
1l may be more appropriately defined,a day of

" humiliation aud prayer for the whole nation
haa been appointed and observed.
vear what some cof our most {earned divines,
eminentin their profession in every «ense of
waord, say wupon this subject. The Bishop of
Loadon, who preached at the chapel reyel,
obeerved in the course of his :ermon—

“If this dread calamity was due in part to
the people of ireland, how much greater was
the faull of those who lefi them in a siate of ig-
norance and crime?, For their sins the whole
nation'was liable. National reform must be
as well indicated as accomplished by indivi-
dual reformation. The publicacts of a nation
constituted a mass of good or evil—they
stamped the character of the people.”

The Bishop of St. Asaph, in preaching be-
fore the House of Peers, said :

4 God had granted to us great blessings—
blessings such as had never been enjoyed
among any other nation. England, last year,
gremed to have been in the possession of a
prosperity which surpassed in ita characteris-
tics and amount that ever accorded to any
people with whoge records we were acquain-
ted. Let the advantages we had enjoyed be
placed in eomparisor with the use we had
made of them We had neglected is ourspi.
ritual destituiion elsewhere. They saw in
that enlightened body there assembled those
who, nursed in luxuries, had been denied none
of the opportunities to obtain a religions edu-
eation, aud they had heedlessly  passed over
those scenes of squalid wretchedness, barefa-
ced vice, penuly,.poverty, and ignorance,
were spread like a leprosy on all sides of
them. Logk to the palace of their beloved
Soversign, aud then turn to the hovels of some
of her subjects, Count overthe spums expend-

Let us }

ed, and expeaded rightly, in the ccastruction
of the halls for their Parliament, and then
estimate the cost of building churches for the
poor.”

Dr. Dealtry, Archdeacon ot Surrey, in bis
sermon before the ‘house of Commens, said:

“ Among other advantages that might arise
from this visitation, was it too much to hope
that the condition of ithese who had been
most affected by it would,-as the result of the
inquiry now instituted, be materially impre-
ved. Thisinterposition of Divine Providence
was, perhaps, necessary for that purpose; end
though, perhaps, it might involve topics that
scarcely fell within the province of a Christian
minister, still 1t might be permitted to him to
trace even ja this dispensation the witdom
and loving-kindness of <he Lord.”

These eminent pastors of the church etate in
delicate language, but yet such as cannot be
misunderstood, that the nation as a whole, has
not done its duty in caring for the wants,
whether mental or physical, of those whese
lot is e0 cast 28 t0 need its assistance. Yn-
happily, the effliction seems to fall heaviest
upon those who apparently ieast deserve it,
and at all events are in the most unprepared
condition to bear up against it. We do not
make these remarks as an apology for the
want of proper feeling and absence of neces-
sary exertion on the part of the people of jre-
land themselves; bul we believe that the sys-
tem of government 2s regards Ireland has been
socially vicious, and we trust that another,
and of a character altogether different, will be
henceforth pursued. The evils to be com-
plained or are, however, by no means confi-
ned to Ireland. A part of Eogland, Wales and
Scotland may be included in the same catego-
ry. We know that cistricts wherein the poor
are enduring privations and suffering almost
as severe as those generally experienced in
Ireland, may be found in the other divisicns
of the Uuited Kingdom. \We are glad to see
that a deabt no longer remains that an -effi-
cient poor-law of Ireland will be passed by the
Legislature this session. The defeat of Lord
Monteagle’s motion in the House of Lords
renders that point certain. We believe that
the result will be beneficiz] to the country at
large. - If the rental of the land be in some de
gree decreased by such a measure, it must not
be forgotten that it has been artificially and
injuriously incressed through the absence of
such a provision for the poor. It has al-
forded to the landewner .an illegitimately ad-
vanced income, which has led him to an ex.
penditare beyond that which was prudent. Let
us hope that the worst is past, and that, as
observed by Dr. Dealtry, *“ among. other ad-
vantages that may accrue from this visitation,
the condition of those who have been most
affected by it may, as the result of the inquiry
now instituted, be materially improved.”

@ditor’s Department.

MIRAMICHI:
CratnaM, Tuespay, May 4, 1847.

03 The Subseriber having been compelied
to consume a large smount of time, and in-
cur considerable expense, in his too often fruit-
less endeavoure to collect ‘his far-spread Out-
standing Iebte; hereby notifies all  persons
to whom he isnot indebted, and with whom
he hss not a renning account, that orders for
advertising in the Gleaner, and for Printing,
in fwture, must be accompanied with the
CASH, otherwise they will not meet with at-
tentioa.

JAMES A. PIERCE.

CrieNEcTo Ramnway.—At the last
session of the Legislarure, a bill was pas-
sed, incorparating a Cempany with a ca-
pital of £50,000, and guranteeing a cer-
tain amount of interest by the Province.
A meeting was recently held at St. John
to take the matter into consideration,
when a Committee was appointed to ob-
tain subscribers for stock. The following
is the Prospectus issued by the Company
of which we 100k notice last week:—

The Company to be establiched under the
Act of lacorporation, pasred in lh.e Iate
Session of the Ge=eral Assemb!v of this Pro-
vince. Capital, £50,000. in 20,000 Shares,
of £25 each.—Deposit, £2 10s. per Share
The Chignecto Railway is proposed to _be

made across the Isthmus of Chignecto (%hich

connects the Provinees of New Brunswick
and Nova Scotia,) and iz to commence with-
in the points of Shedize Harbour, and Tig-
nish Head, on the Gulf side of the Isl}.zmus;
and the Bend of Péticodiac, acd Missignash
River on the Bay of Fandy side.

distance 12 miles; by that of Dorehester and
Shediac, 24 miles; and bv that of Au Lee
and Tignish, 17 miles, These three routes
have been already surveyed, with & view of i
cutting a Canal, and are pronounced by com=
petent engiveers to be perfeetly practibable
for the coustruction of @ Railway. The plans,
sections and gradients are deposited in the
Crown Land Office at Frederiot~n, and access
may be had thereto by the Company, where
by a cousiderable outlay (or preliminary sur-
vey will be saved in the erent of the selection
of either of these lines. Ano‘her rowe has
been suggested —namely, ffom Au Lac to She-
diac ; but has not yet been surveyed.

The difficuliies attendant on Tide! Harbours

By the route of the Bend and Shediae, the t

at the Bend, Dorcheiter, or Au Lae, ‘will be
obviated by means of a wet dock: the estima.
ted expense of which will be about £660.
Should the line by the Bend and Shediac be
adopted, (taking the average cost of Railways
per mile, ard. including the expense of the
Wet Dock,) it would be compleied for about
£31,500; but even supposing the longer
routes should -be chosen;—via : {rem Dorches-
ter to Shediace, or trom Au Lac to Tiguish,—
the proposed amount -ofCapital will be suffi-
cient. The neture ‘of the ‘ground and the
shortness of the distancs is an ample gusran-
tee tnat -the work is ieasible, within the
means of the Province, ead calealated to af-
ford a sate investment of money; ixasmuch &s
the returns will be realized much eoener than
in any other eimilar undertaking in ‘New
Brunswicte.

A glance at the map of that part ‘of the
the conniry through which this Railway will
pass, must convince every one of ita import-
aoce. It overcomes a great naiural obstacl-,
sad gives one continuows-sea-board 1o New
Brunswick. The commercial relaticn be-
tween the ports ef St. John and St Andrews
and those of Dalhousie, Miramichi, Riehibve
to, and the Ports in Prince Edwara Island will
be united; thereby secaring the profit of a
large coasting trade, which ‘is now diverted
into other channels—aund as the Company, by
the Act of Incorporation, will have the ‘pri-
vilege of plying Steamers in connection with
the railway, both on the Gulf of 8!, Law-
rence and Bay of Fundy, a direct route "to Ca-
aada will be opened, and the communi-aticn
between St. John and Quebec accomplished in
about 54 hours.

The extensive Ficheries on the North Shore
will obtain a market, and supplies reach them
at half the expence at present incurred. The
produce of the Coal Mines at Picton will al-
£0 form.an important item of freight, and by
mechanicel means (now in successful “opera-
teon elsewhere) vessels of from 150 te 200
tong burthen, can‘'be carried across ; thereby
saving the charges'of unloading and re-ship-
ment, :

The probable returns of traffic (even in its
present state) which the promoters of “this
railway have obtained, leave no doubt that a
very handsome per centage upon the same
required for its conrstruction may be confident-
ly relied upon; and the facilities of transport to
be afforded by the Railway will increase if not
doubly pay the profits to the shareholder.

As a further inducement to the investment
of Capital inthis undertaking, the Legislatnre
have aleo passed an Aect for facilitating the
making of the Railway, by which a gurantee
of five per cent, onthe sum of £25 000 for
ten years has been granted, together with all
ungranted lands and Timber which may be re-
quired as well for the Railway as tke several

stations, &c.

Brrrise Norte American EvLEcTRIC
TELEGRAPH.—A meeting of the Sharehol-
ders of this Association was held at Que-
bec on the 12th April last. By the last
mail we obtained a‘copy of the Report
which was adopted, and publish it be-
low for ihe information of our readers.

‘¢ The Directors of the British N: American
Electric Telegraph Association, desiring to
avaii themselves of this their first oceasion of
meeting the Stockholders of the Association,
to place before them a summary of theirpro-
ceedings, up to:he present time, beg to sub-
mit the following Report: —

“'The first Guty in which. your Directors
engaged themselves, was in promoting concur-
rent action in Nova Scotia and New Brunswick,
with this Association, in securing the early
completion of the entire line of Telegraph. To
this end the necessary correspondence was
opened with the governments and commercial
bodies of those provinces; seeking the counte-
nance of the tormer, and stimulating the latter
to the formation of companies within their res-
pective limits, which should coalesce with the
present Asscciation, and thus combined form
one Corporation, nominally divided, but in
reality possessing an unity of interest and par-
pose.

““The expectations of the Directors in this
respect have been fully realized; and they are
of opinion that to their early alliance with the
parties who have since evinced a zealous acti-
vity in farthering the undertaking, may be
traced the_facility with which it has within so
brief a period attained its present stage of ma-
turity.

““ A carefully prepared Report accompanied
the correspondence referred to, sugzestive of a
route by which it was proposed the line should
intersect the three provinces, and circulation
was given to it through the public prints
both here and in Nova Scotia. ~ This route iy
known as the ¢« Metis Route,”’ in contradis-
tinction to another, which diverging from the
Riviere du Loup took its course through New
Brunswick direct to Fredericton. Tt is unne-
cessary here to recapitulate the many reasons
which induced your Directors to accord to it
their preference; they are aiready well known
and sufficiently disseminated :—their sound-
ness has been adequately tested and proved by
the legislatures of the sister provinces, in both
of which the direction to be taken by the Te-
legraph recommended in the Report” in ques-
tion has been more than partially sanctioned
and confirmed by law.

““The extension of the Line to Montreal
!lavxqg been resolved at a Public Meeting held
in t_hxs_ city on the 19th January, and this As-
sociation requested to accomplish it, your Di-
recters at once opened a negotiation with the

| surmounting them.

Montreal and Toronto Telegraph Company
1o ihat effect, which, they regret to say, termi-
nated unsuccessfully. The result of a protrac-
ted correspondence with that company was
simply the offer-of 250 shares ot their capital
stock, for acceptance in Quebec—they intend-
ing their line to connect Toronto end this eity
—which was ‘declined. ~ The terms proffered
by your Directors, of ineurring half the cost of
constructing a line to Montreal only, and of
participating, on equal terms, ‘m the profits te
accrue from it, ‘having failed tosecure the co-
operation of the Montreal company, the corres-
pondence between the respective Boards was
brought t0 a cluse.

*« Yoar Directors, having ascertained that in
the new contract entered into by the Imperis!
Government with the proprietors of the Roys!
Mail Line,'no stipulation had been‘included by
which Halifax shall be, as heretofore, the first
and last' point of destination, on these shores,
of the Mail Steamers on their outward and
homeward trips respectively,—addressed a
Memorial to the Secretary of State for the Co-
lonies. tespectfully requesting ‘his Lordship’s
attention to the importance of confirming to the
colonists, and the inhabitants of the mether
comntry, the privilege of transmitting and re-
ceiving their correspondence by British Lines
of communication, .nstead of through a foreign
territory, and expressing an earnest hope that
Her Majesty’s goverament would be pleased
to direct thdt no innovation on the present rale
should form part of the ‘instructions to the con-
tractors for the transport of the mails to this
continent,

““The Montreal Board of Trade having 1=
November Jast addressed the Government on
the subject of establishing a Line of Telegraphk
from Toronto 10 Halifax, received from Earl
Grey a despatch in reply, in which his Lord~
ship intimated that Her Majesty’s Government
were not insensible to the advantages of esta-
blishing the T'elegraphic communication pro-
posed by the Montreal Board of Trade; at the
same ‘time observing, that before determinin
that any proposal for makiug a grant in aid o
the expense should be submitted to Parliament,
it was necessary that ke (Earl Grey) should be
farnished with a full Roport, both upon the
estimated cost of establishing the Telegraph,
and alsoas to the proporiion of that cost which
the several Provincial Legislatures would be
prepared to contribute, and as to the difficol-
ties which may be anticipated in the execution
of the plan, and the gfobability of effectoally

he present association
having been called into existence in the mean
time, the entire correspundence was referred
to your Directors, by the body with whom it
originated, with a request to furnish the infor-
mation required; a réference which was cordi-
ally and promptly responded to. The Report
in question is too lengthy for transcription here:
it may however be proper to furnish an outline
of its contemts. Tt replied, that it was proposed
to raise the requisite capital by private sub-
scriptions in the three provinces through which
it was intended the line should pass, and that
the portion necessary to commence the work,
und defray the cost of construction through this
province, had been already subscribed: the
Metis Route was adverted to, and arguments
adduced in proofs of its desirability: the exis~
tence of difficulties not unusually ‘encountered
in similar undertakings was admitted, at the
same time stating that these would cease to be
an impediment to the free and unimerrupted
use of the Line, if the country tnrough which
it would be carried, now but thinly populated
in parts, were adequately uenletiv; and the
hope was expressed that government would
afford facilities to settlers who might be indaced
to repair thither, by free granis of lands of
otherwise: an encouragement extended to in”
duce the settlement, &ec., of other roads,
it was much less required.  In concluding, the
Directors trusted that his lordship would be
pleased to recommend an annual grant being
made, of a liberal nature, for the use of the
Telegraph for government purpeses.

¢ Your Directors having from the ccmmenee*
ment of their labours been of opinion that the
presence of an agent or deputatien from th®
Association, in the Lower Provinces, woul
expedite the progress of affairs there, request
Andrew Stewart, Esq., of this city, to under~
take the mission, who at once kindly and an~
hesitatingly acquiesced in their wish, He
accordingly proceeded to Fredericton, on the
17th uidmo, entrusted with plenary powers 10
act for *he Association in such manner as h®
might conceive most conductive to the main
object contemplated, viz. - the immediat®
establishment of telegraphic communication
between this city and Halifax. The object of
hie journey was successfully accomblished ; 87
the Directors desire to mark in strong term¥
their apprec ation of the good services rendere®
by him, and the tact and judgment he display
ed in conciliating interests at first sight 00‘,"|
flicting. = His written report to the Board w!
be reaa to the meeting.

¢ Different tenders have been received ff"":
partiea in the United States, for the perfor”
mance of the werk upon the entire line, P
terms of which it would be obviously improf
at present to disclose, no one of them }mvlﬂ!
yet been accepted:—It may, however, be sto
ted that the Board are in correspondence "‘w
parties in N. Y., and hope in a tew day?
have a contract closed for the whole line to ¥
confines of N. Branswick:—The req'",“.r
number of posts to construct thie line to Ri*
da Loup have been contracted for, and *
deliverable on the 1st proximo. W

‘¢ A draft of :an Act of Incorporation, wh¥D
willlbe brought before the Legislature !b‘l’
suing eession, has been prepared by the 68
adviser of the Association, under whose 597
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