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ost Provincial Legislature 
OF NEW BRUNSWICK. 

HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY. 

DEBATE ON THE LATE 

DESPA TCH. 

[Con'inued from our Jast ] 

Mr Barbarie said he had a few remarks to 
make upon this subject, he had prepared him 
self with an amenament which he should have 
ofleted, but his hon and learned friend (Mr 
'End) had superseded him with one of preity 
much the same import. fe could not remain 
silent upon so impertant an occzsion us (his; 

could uot suffer this resoluiion to pase 
without expressing his views upon the subject | 
and also of recording them on ihe journals. | 
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ON, SB He was of opinion that this country was not | 
"3 yet prepared lor this despaich, A new Go. | 

A Yernor would be here in a few days, and it | 
f should have been leit to him to act ia the ' 
matter as he saw fit, he was of opinicn that, 
the House should be dissolved and that they 
should go 10 the people, and ask them if they ! 
were eallclied 10 return men who would advoe | 
eate the carrying into effect, the terms of this, 
‘despatch : this would have been the proper | 
course to have pursued, and in the mean ume | 
‘it should have remained in statue quo. They 
had been told that this despa ch wust be adop- ' 
ted as the whole, and not a pert: it was get= 
iting late in the day, but he felt he could not 

'do this subject justice without going through 
state SFthis document paragraph by paragraph, (cries 
of Nol of goon ) Did he hear the Lon. and learied | 
ete Snover of the original resolution say tha¢ that 
{the S88 noble, nigh minded and statesman-hke noble 
he #8 man, Sir Charles Metceali, had been bumbug- 

4 ged and hoodwinked? (Mr. Fisher, 1 said su) 
)N, She well he had stated whet was not a fact: Sir 
nd ¥ Charles was surrounded by a hnugry set of of- 

$ fice seekers, who sought to prosirate the pre - 1 
 xogative of the crown, that they end their ta- | 

5, in fi vorues might enjoy all the offices themselves, 
sre, Chile this was the fact. Look to Nova Scotia and 
ad 5 OF Wliness some of the * blessings’ resulting from 
Auch the operations of this ‘despatch: what bad 
Tiles toey done there T—ihe momewt the other party 
do got In power, they made a clean sweep of i, 
of o UE even to the door keepers ol (ae assembly, aud 
\onon, 08 now the very strong-st advocate for Respon- 
— sible Governaent (Juseph Howe) was flyiog 

# direcily into the teeth of this despatch, by ace 
cepting of tne office of Seceretary and Cle:k of 
the Executive Couneil both, when the Des- 

se zc Patch lays down that they should be divided : 

“the SHE This despatch recommended the appoininient 
ston, BE of two officers hitherio unknown tu this coun- 
‘an. bry, viz—a Financial Secrelary and a chief of 

4 et heie were two more officers to be 
N, br paid for out of the public chest. (Hear! hear!) 
er & J Earl Grey had expressed his coufideace ia 

those men who were now in Nova Scoiia 

{ from their ‘sover estimate’ of the capavili- 
A ties of their conatry.  Tucse men had certain- 
ly proved thems*ives capable of forming a *so- 
ber estimate, by turning out even the doors 
keepers, because : they did not happen to 
think as they did rc Wis a very a ege 
timate certainly. But to the despaich, he 
could not see how it was possible to ascimin 
late the Constiiution and Goverument of this 

® email colony to that of the Eupire of Grea; 
§ Britaio; he supposed when they got thls dese 

§ Patch into operation the Province would grow 
larger, and we would become big men; he 

f could imagine some of his hou. t:iends clo 
14’ 3 thed in the robes of Office stiaiting round : 

fone of them Attorney General, another Soli- | 
ettor General, and a thirg Seeretary of the 
Province; they would fancy themselves ¢ Lords | 
of creation’ then, (laughter,) [here followed | 
a quoration from Shakespear which from the 

® noise [ could not catch, ana which 1 at this! 
i moment forget ! 

¢ Man—clothed ina little brief authority’ | 
E &e. Kc. 

(Much Ja er) Where he would ask, in | 
P this couniry was there a man, who would de: | 

“8 ny hinitelf the comforis of his own home ia! 
§ the country, and accept an office to reside in 
Fredericton, with the unceriainty ol helding it 
for two or three years perhaps ; he doubted if | 

f euch men were to be found, and the result 
would be thie; it would be confinedto cor- 
paratively a (ew Individuals, and they would 
be pulled and hauled about, with one saying 

§ — VV. You must support me—and another at the 
other side tormenting you, with—you must, 
BUppOrt me. God knows it was bad enough 
at present but under the mew eysiem there 
would be an eternal hubbup. (Hon Mr. Ha- zen—who'd work without pay ) Who wou 
do the work without pay ¥ who was it th 
doce'it oelore—look at Canada where alk 

f thoee high Offices undir Go ernment 
f pad from £19 10 12 and £5 ) a .yeart ? 

red lodgings in 
i men were ow livin mer 4 NOW Living in hi 

r homes, and what 
f Montreal away from thei 
§ was the reason of this t Because the tenure E of office was uacertaiv, (they were but birds of 

| 
} 
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pasesge, and the effect of this would be~—that 
much of ibe important business connected 
with those cflices would be entrusted to subor- 
dinates. Some hon. members talked about 
being liberal &ec. now he weuld take the hon 
snd learned member {rom St. John ; (Mr. 
Ritchie), he (Mr. B.) was more hbera) than 
he ; he (Mr. B.) would have go objections 
0 ece that bon. and learned genilemen aps 
pointed Atturoey General of the Province to. 
morrow, provided he dose his work well , and 
he would have no objections to see him hold 
it for life ;—this officer in his opinion, hed 
a sulhcient duty to perform, without med- 
dling himeelt with politizs : now would he 
(Mr. Ritchie) be wiiing to. say this of him ? 
—no ! he thought not, thea (Mr. B.) was the 
most liberal of the two. 

But those * liberal minded gentlemen would 
make a clean sweep—turn them all out; and 
asa certain Editor remarked the other day in 
his pager—they would not leave enough for 
seed Such a remark wes well worthy the 
acimal it eprang (rom. But 10 show how 
beautifully this new system worked he weuld 
relate the following. A friend of his not long 
eince had occassion ‘0 go to Montreal on some 
business connected with the Crown Land De- 
partment « he called upon the head of that of~ 
fice, and found him in the Asseinbly, which 
wis hen suting ; that gentleman told hum, it 
wonid be impossible to attend to hig matter, 
there was such a press of public business just 
al that ime, +vd It was impossible {or him to 
telt what bis predecessor had done 1a the mat 
ter unidl he examined ,&c. &e. Well, his 
friend went away up the country for six weeks 
and then he reiwurned and culled sgaiu—the 
samo story was told bin then, as betore and 
the result was he conid get no satisfaciion. 
Now this would be the case here by totre- 
ducing Departmental Government ; those of. 
ficers coulu not attend (o the duiies of 
offices, and study polities too, If the pricei- 
ples of this despaich were carried out, the 
Government would be jusi as powerless us it 
wes at present, unless the initation of he mo= 
ney grants was given up ino ther hands, He 
was not saugfied ‘hat the resolution was wante 
ed at all, but as he had seconded the amend- 
ment moved by his hon. and learned friend, 
[Mr. End] he would be happy to vote for it, 
As he betore remarked, they should go to their 
constituencies, before the - principles of this 
deepatch should be introduced, it was only fair 
thai the people should have a voice in 50 im- 
portant & matter. [ff they were willing to re« 
ceive it he would then have no objections ro 
Its gol:g Into operation. Bat no hon. mem 
ber hes yet informed the committee whatthe 
bencfits of this system would be to this Pros 
vince ; he could not see what mire they wan’ 
ted, they could turn out any officer now by 
an address to the throne 3 they had done so 
duricg the time of Lord Glenelg, and in the 
late ease of the Provincial Secre tary, and could 
do £0 again: they did not want Responsible 
Government to this, ano he would jive 10 see 
the day when the people of this country wouid 
have cavse to complain of ther public officers 
a Prinsiples of this despatch were carried 

Hon. L. A. Wilmot said the hoa. and learn- 
“ed member had asked, what benefit would rc= 
#ult to the people of this eountry from the 
operations of this despatch, he would tell him 
some: hing about this tosmorrow ; he intended 
{0 contrast the past political history of the 
Province with its present condition and consti« 
tion 5 and he would then give ther some- 
thing to haadle, but Bes it was now .growis g 
late, end as he did mot wish to be tied down 
to a very narrow. compass, he would not tres- 
Pass upon their patience. 

Progress was then reported in the debate, 
With the undersianding thai the debate would 
be resume. afier the reading. of 
€xL morning, 

clock. 

the journals 
Hou:e adjourned at five o’- 

At an early hour this morving, every seat 
within hearing ot the Hell of the Assembly, 
Was occupied with persons of every grade. 
Tne iobby and gallery of the House was 
crowded to sufiocelion, and in the Speukei’s 
room I noticed among many others, His Hon 
the Chief Justice, Ju'ge Street, and Officers 
of the Army &¢ &e. Shortly after 11 #%clock 
on motion of Mr. Woadward, the adjourned 
order of the day wes taken up, and the 
House went into comimities in larther conside~ 
ration of iis Excellency’s messages; Col. 
Hayward in the Chair. > 

Mr. Woodward rose, and opened the dey’s 
debate by observing, that he presumed it 
was ouly necrasary to catch the eye of the 

eye of the chairman in order to proceed with 
this discussion, without farther preliminaries, 
He did not intend making a speech ; but he 

it due 10 himself, to make a few remarks 
upon the resolutions then before them, He 
had ejway number of thos: 
who hed ady jotrodaction of the 
principles conta he Despatch; he ws 
therefore favourable to the resolution moved 

their | 

by his hen. and learned friend from York, (Mr; 
Fisher,) and hoped it would pass in this Coms | 
mitiee by a Jarge majority. Tt bad been ins | 
sinvated that there wes more in this Despatch 
than appeared on the face of it; that there was 
something hidcen about it, and like it was in 
the case of his hon. and learned friend’s res 
golution lust year—there wes Initiation in it; 
He wag prepared at any moment to allow the 
Exeeuniive to take the initiation in money 
mattere; he thought it would be an improve~ 
went vpon their present sysiem, they eould 
then have no excuse to offer, in not bringing 
forward measures lor the benefit of the couns 
try. He would yield wp his power to any 
Government that might be formed. He con- 
gratulated the house, the country, and himself 
100, that these principles were now about to 

become the constitution of the country ; hie 
hon and learned friend from the city (Mr. 
Ritchie) had congratulated the advocates of 
those principles yesterday, and he (Mr Ww.) 
hed taken a share of the ccmpliment to him. 
self They bad advocated those principles, 
when they get nothing but abuee aud obliguy; 
but he rusted those days were now over. He 
had been returned as a member for the City of 
St, John three different times with those prin- 
ciples; neither did he believe any man wae 
rejected at the last election, because he ad- 
hered to them. Hon members had objected 

to the principles of this Despatch, because 
they feared there would be a constant going 
in and out of office; but he thought, that so 
long us public meu, andgpublic officers conii- 
vued to do their duty well, 11 would be a dii- 
ficult matter 10 get up a factitious oppaosiiion, 
the people of this province had been toe long 
hmposed upon; but they had borne it all pans 
ently, aud with a good government, it would 
be no easy matier lo return men 10 oppose ii, 

the arguments of his hon, and learned friends 
(Messrs End and Barbarie) were therefore 
fallacious, and the gifficulties which they had 
raised, purely imaginary. He could not ag- 
ree with what had fallen fom his hon and 
learned friend, (Mr Ritchie) when he said 
that it was not right for these who had op= 
posed those principles, to be the first now to 
exclaim, we’il teke them. Those hon. mem-~ 
bers had a perfect right to change their opi- 
nions; and in his spiuion they rather deserved 
credit than otherwise, for acknowledging their 
formereriors. His hon. and learned colleague 
(Mr Hazen) had become a convert to these 
principles since 1843, and he hed a perfect 
right te declare his conversion, He (Mr Ha- 
2¢4) had stated in answer te a question from 
the non and |learned member from Glouces- 
ter, that five yeais would tell about the 
workings of this daspaich; now he [Mr W.] 
was of opiaion, that he[Mr H.], shouid have 
come out boldly, and declared what his belief 
in the matter was ; this would have been the 
more open and manly course, if be (Mr H.) 
had doubs about the beneficial working of 
those principles, would he mot rather throw 
obsiacles inthe way, than assist in carrying 
them out, and givieg them a fair trial. He 
[Mr. W ]had been forcibly struck with the re- 
marks of his hon. and learaed friend (Mr. Rit- 
chie] yesterday upon tuis point; and he [Mr 
W.] thought he at least, would have satisfied 
himself upon this point, before adopting any 
opinions or principles. But he would sy no 
more just now ; they had had the history of 
reform yesterday from the learned mover of 
the resolution, [Mr. Fisher] and his hon.-and 

learned (Mr, Wilmot) had yer to speak, who 
cvuld handle the subject in a much superior 
maorer than himsell. He would iherefore 
conclude by once more congrawlating the 
frievds of reform, end the country generally 
upon the terms of this Deepatch ; and the | 
final intodvelion of those principles for which 
they have so long eontended. 

Mr. Brown said that he felt most anxious 
to get along with the business of the country, 
and should therefore muke a short speech up- 
on this occassion. He agreed, entirely with 

the hon. and learned member of the Govern- 
men's [Mr. Hazer J that this Despatch was not 
gent to this colony for our discussion, but it 
came rather in the shape of a command to do 
go und €0. He was one of those who had 
long predicted that this would come sooner or 
later, and had warned hon. members of the 
necessity of preparing for it, sad he believed! 
that in a great measure they were go. He had | 
watched the progress of those principles for 
years, and had heard them discussed fremn 

time to time on the floors of that Huse, with 
perleet-good feeling and. friendship; as became | 

men and Legislators ; and he hoped they would | 
always continue 0 to act. They who had! 
gought to introduce those principles into this 
country, called Rebels | Democrats! Republi- 
cans | Radicals ! and lastly it had softened 
down to the milder term of Liberals; and 
now, those very men who had called them 
oll those. herd names were taking the name | 
of © Liberals’ to themselves so that in reality 
it was difficult to distinguish, a the present 
day, the difference- between. them. Fle had! 

| 

listened a whole day last summer, to the 
Iwo great political champions of Nova 
Scotia. The Honorables Hewe, and Stew- 
art: they seemed to be arguing sgainst 
each other, but in reality there was but litile 
difference between them, so far as political 
opinions went. Previous to the year 1688 the 
people of England had only a Legislative pow- 
or ; this gave rise to heart burnings and dis~ 
contents After a while they introduced the 
principles, that only such men as possessed the 
confidence of the people should be appointed 
to office. Those principles had gradually ex- 
tended themselves to this country, and whea 
Lord Durham came out to Canada, he brought 
out those principles with him, and motwith- 
standing all the names that were heaped upon 
the advocates of these principles, they grade 
ually found their way into New-Brunswick, 
and finally into that House. He {Mr. Brown} 
had irequently been amused at witnessing the 
movements of persons opposed to those princi= 
ples in that House, when they were al} the 
time working out, and clearing the way for 
their introduction. The hon. and learned 
member of the present Government (Mr. Haw 
zen) was appointed to the Executive Council 
in 1843 ; and shortly after this he came down 
and declared on the floor of that House that he 
would resign his seat, upon the Assembly dem 
claring their want of coufidence in the Go 
vernment, 
ponsible Goverament were acknowledged. 
They got along there very well for a time, not= 
withstanding the predictions and croaking of a 
certain clase, who were opposed to any thing 
like reform ; but the motion was very tardy. 
His hon. and learned frierd [Mr. Hazen] tnen 
said the Departmental Govern :ent would not 
anewer in this Colony ; and perhaps it was 
not then necessary, but now comes the Desa 
patch from Earl Grey, and the new tenure 
might now be said to be in operation. He 
was a moderate man, and had always been so 
and was not an advocate for exireme measure 
God forbid that they should run into extremes, 
the predictions of the hon, and learned mem- * 
ber for Restigouche [Mr., Barberie]} would 
then be verified, these prineiples— the pringi= 
ples of this Despatch—were but human in their 
origin, aud like all human insthutions, per- 
fection was noi to be found therein, and 
should not be expected. But should they imis 
tate the man, who having his ehip laden and 
ready to be put to sea, kept her moored to the 
wharf, lest a storm should arise, and all would 
be lost—cagt-away : he hoped not, they had 
now the ship of state all ready, and he trusted 
she would go forth oa her voyage, regardless 
of any storm : it was necessary to keep mov= 
iag, they should never be content to stand 
etill. 

He had no wish to prolong this debate; ke 
could see no good to be effected by it, the die 
was cast, and all they could say or do in the 
matter would have no eflect. He was favous 
rable to the original resolution; but could not 
gee the necessity for any expression of opin- 
jon upon the subject; the despaich was now 
the acknowledged constitution of the country; 

and as he remembered hearing a minister say 
to his congregation upon one vccaslon—there 

it was and if they did’nt like it they might 
Jupp it. His hon aud learned friend from 
Gloucester [Mr End). had asked what good ix 
was going fo effect in this country : my Lord 
Grey had said in he despatch, then before 
them, that these principles had been found to 

work well in England; and this he consider 
ed a sufficient apswer 10 that question; so long 
as New Brunswick was 2 British Colony, they 
ehould never reject any viral part of the glori= 
ous constitution of England, as inapplicable; 
God forbid they should ever do sc. But bon 

members (eared or pretended to fear, that by 
adopting this despuich the iditiation of money 
grants, would have to be given in to the hunds 
of the executive; this political hug-bear had 
been sounded last year, when in d~bate upon 
the resolution moved by his hon.and legrned 
friend from York (Mr Fisher), hon members 
were led to believe that there was come hidden 
meaning—something wrapped up therein 
which did not meet the eye, and although the 
resolution was as clear and plain, 28 the Ens 
glish Jangnsge could make it, it was rejected. 
He believed the right initiation was inherent 
in the necple, and had only been surrendered 
in England because cf the great difficulty ia 
finding the proper channels for the revenue to 
flow throvgh: how was it possible for the 
Commons of England to direct the expendi~ 
ture of her vast revenue, throughent a domini« 

on over which the cun never set. It was 
therefore given up to the government who had 
better means of acquiring correct information 
upon this point; and when they hed arrived to 
that point in this covnwy, then it would be 
proper to follow the example of the mother 
country. Bat hon members need not labor 

under the apprehension, that by adopting the 
principles of this De:pateh, they would heave 
to yield up this right. it did not follow by any 
means, he would hold on to. the initiation of 

So far then, the principles of Rega - 

| 


