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Provincial Legislature

DEBATE ON THE LATE

Mr Barbarie said he had o fow remarks to
' myke upon thissutject, he had prepared hime«
seif with an emenament which he should have
ofleted, but his hon and learucd friend (Mr
' Epd) had superseded him with one of preity
He could not remain
silent upon so impertant aa occzsion us
the, could not suffer this resoluiion to
§ without expreseing his views upon the subject

tand also of recording them on ibe jourusls. |
He was of opinion that this country was not

yet prepared for this despatch. A new Go-

vernor would be here in a few days, and it |
should have been left to him to act ia
maiter as he saw fit, he was of opnicn that
the House should be dissolved and thut they
should go to the people, and ash ihem if they
were eatlelied 10 return men who would advoe
, the terms of this ,
despaich : this would have been the proper

course to have pursued, aud n the mean ume

had been told that this despa ch must be adop-
ted as the whole, and not a pert: 1t was gri=
ting late in the day, but he felt he could not
do this subject justice without going through
this document paragraph by paragraph, (ciies
of goen ) Did he hear the hion. and learicd
mover o! the original resolution say thac that
noble, nigh minded and statesman-hke noble«
man, Sir Charles Metcalf, had been humbug-
ged and hoodwinked? (Mr. Fisher, ] said su)
‘well he had stated what was not a fact
Charles was surrounded by a huvgry set of of-
! fice seckers, who sought 10 prosirate the pre

rogative of the crown, that they ana iheir ta-
voruites might enjoy all the oftices themselves,
Look to Nova Scatia and

resuiting lrom
alch: what
they done there T—ihe moment ihe other party
€Ot In power, they made a clean sweep of i1,
even to the door keepers ol tae ass ‘mibly, a
ROW Lhe very stroug-st advocate for Respon-
sible Governent (Juseph Howe) was flying

cepting of tne office ol Sceretary und Clesk of
the Executive Couneil doth, when the
patch lays down that they should be aivided

tch recommended the appoluinient
of two officers hitherio usknown ru this coun-
try, viz—a Financial Secretary and a  chief of
:er8 tu be
ar! hear!)
Larl Grey had expressed hiz coufideace ia
ow in Nova Scoiia
imute’ of the capadmli=-
: Tacse men had certain-
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would be this; it would be confined to
paratively a (ew 1 uals, and they
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paseage, and the eflect of this would be—that
much of ibe important business connected
with those cflices would be entrusted to sulor-
dinates. Some hon. members tulked ebout
being liberal &e. now he weuld take the hon
and learned member {rom St. John ; (Mr.
Rirchie), he (Mr. B.) was more liberal than
he ; he (Mr. B.) would have no objections
0 ece that hon. and learned genilemen ap~
pointed Attcroey General of the Provinee to.
morrow, provided he dose his work well , and
he would have no objections to see him hold
it tor‘hle ;—this officer in his opinion, head
a sulhicient duty to perform, without med-
dling himeelt with politizs : now would he
(Mr. Ritchie) be wiilng to say this of him ?
—no ! he thought not, thea (Mr. B.) was the
most liberal of the two.

But those * liberal minded gentlemen would
make a clean sweep—turn them all out; and
asa ceriain Editor remarked the other day in
his pager—they would not leave enough for
geed  Such a remark was well worthy the
aviwal it eprang (rom. But to show how
beautifully this new system worked he weuld
relate the tollowing. A friend of his not long
eince had occassion ‘o go to Montreal on some
business eonnected with the Crown Land De-

partment : he called upon the head of that of~
fice, and tound him in the Asseinbly, which |
was ihen sitting 5 that gentleman told um, it
would be impossible to attend 1o hia matier,
there was such a press of public business just
al ithat nime, #pd 1t was impossible {cr him to
telt what bis predecessor had done 1n the mat
ter uniil he examned ,&c. &e. Well, his
{riend went uway up the country for six weeks

|
and then he rewurned and called ugan.—mes
!

same sitory was told biin then, as betore and |
the result was he conid get no satistacuon. |
Now this would be the case here by 1otre-
ducing Departmental Government ; those of. |
ficers coulu not attend (o the duties of 1heir
offices, and stady poiiiies too, If the privei- |
ples «fthis despaich were carried out, ihe
Government would be jusi as powerless us it
w8 at present, unless the initation of he mo-
ney grants was given up in'o their hunds, He
was not sausfied hat the resolution was wagnte
ed at all, butas he had seconded the amend-
ment moved by his hon. and 'earued friend,
[Mr. Eud] he would be happy to vote for it,
As he betore remarked, they should 20 to their
constituencies, before the . principles of (his
Geepatch should be introduced, it was only fair
thai the people should have a voice 10 50 im-
pertant a matter. ff they were willing to re~
ceive 1t he would then have no objections 10
118 golg Into operation. But no hon. mem-
ber hes yet informed the committce w hatihe
bencfits of this system would e to this Pros
vince ; he could not see what mire they wan
ted, they could turn outany officer now by
an address to the throne s they had doge :-2
durivg the time of Lord Glenelg, and in the
late cuse of the Provincial Secretary, and could
d‘O f0 agsin: they did not wan Respoasible
Governiuent to this, anu he wowld five 1o see
tae day when the people of this country wouid
have cause to complain of ther public cfficers
:)iul'htf Prinsiples of this despatch were carried
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Mr. Woodward rose, and opened the dey’s
debate by observing, that he presumed it
was only necrasary to catch the eye of the
eye of the in order to proeceed with
hisd out farther preliminaries,
making a speech ; but he
ke a [ew remarks

before them,

He did not
felt

it gue |

by his hen. and learned friend from York, (Mr
Fisher,) and hoped it would paes in this Coms |
It bad been ine!

mitiee by a large mejority. ‘
siunated that there wes more in this Despatch
than appeared on the face of it; that there was
something hidcen about it, and like it was in
the case of his hon. and learned friend’s ree
golution last year—there wes initiation in :t;
He wag prepared at any moment lo_alww the
Exeecuiive to take the initiation In money
mattere; he thought it would be an improve~
ment vpon their present sysiem, they eould
then huve no excuse to offer, in not bringing
forward meusures lor the benefit of the couns
try. He would yield wvp his power to any
Government that might be formed. He con-
gratulated the houge, the country, and himself
100, that these principles were now about to
become the consututton of the country ; his
hon wund learned frienc trom the city (Mr.
Ritchie) had congratulated the advocates of
those principles yesterday, and he (Mr W.)
hed taken a share of the ccmpliment to him.
self They bad advocated those principles,
when they got nothing but abuee aud obliguy;
but he irusted those days were now over. He
had been returned as a member for the Ciiy of
St, John three different imes with those prin-
cipleg; neither did he believe any man wae
rejected at the last elecuon, because he ad-
hered to them. Hon members had objected
to the principles of this Despatch, beuu_lse
they feared there would be a coustant going
in and out ol office; but he thought, that so
long us public meu, andgpublic offiecrs conii-
pu-d to do their duty well, 1t would be a dii-
ficult matter 10 get up a factitious oppaosiiion,
the people of this province had been too long
vnposed upon; bul they had borne it all patis
ently, aud with a good government, it would
be no easy matier to return mea (o oppose i,
the argoments of hig hon. and learncd friends
(Messrs End and Barbarie) were therefore
fullacious, and the ¢ifficultics which they had
raised, purely imaginary., He could noi eg-
ree with what had falien fom his hon und
learned friend, (Mr Ritehie) when he said
that it was not right for these who had op=~
posed those principles, to be the first now to
exclaim, we’il tuke them. Those hon. mem~
bers had a perfect right to change their opi-
niong; and in his opinion they rather deserved
credit than otherwise, for acknowledging their
formereriors.  His hon. and learned colleague
(Mr Hazen) had become a convert to these
priaciples eince 1843, and he hed a perfect
right te declare his coaversion. He (Mr Ha-
ze4) had stated in answer te a question from
the non. and |learned member from Glouces-
ter, that five yeais would tell gbout the
workiogs of this daspaich; now he (Mr W.]
was of opiaion, that he[Mr H.] shouid have
come out boldly, and declared what his belief
in the matter was ; this would have been she
mote open and manly courge, if be (Mr H.)
had doub s about the beneficial working of
thoge principles, would he mot rather throw
obsiacles 1nthe way, than assist 1n carrying
them out, and givieg them a fair trial. He
[Mr. W ] hed been forcibly struck with the re-
marks ot his hon. and learued friend [Mr. Rit~
chie] yesierday vpon tuis point; and he [ Mr
W.] thought he at least, would have satisfied
himself upon this point, before adopting any
opinious or principles. But he would &y no
more just now ; they had had the kistory of
reform yesterday from the learned mover of
the resoluvion, [Mr. Fisher] and his hon.-and
learnea (Mr, \Wilmot) bhad yet to speak, who
could handle the euoject in a much superior
maorer than himsell. He would iherefore
conclude by once more coungramlating the
frievds of reform, end the couatry geuerally
upon the tesms of this Decpatch ; and the
final intodvetion of those prineiples for which
trey have so long eontended.

Mr. Brown said that he felt most anxiouns
to get along with the business of the country,
and shouid therefore muke a short speech up-
on this occassion. He oagreed. entirely with
the hon and learned member of the Govern-
ment, [Mr. Hazer§ that 1his Despateh was not
sent 1o this colony for cur discussion, but it
came rather in the shape of a command to do

go und 0. He was one of those who had|

long predicted that this would come sooner or
later, and kad warned hon. men

ure they were 8o. ile had
watched the progress of thoge principles for
years, and had heard them discussed fremn

time to fime on the floors of that H&®use, with |

perfeet-good freling and. friendship; as becamae
men and Legislators ; and he hoped they would
always continue g0 to act. They who had
gought to introduce those  principles into this
country, called Rebels | Democrats ! Republi-
ans | Radicals ! and Jastly it had softened
duown to the milder term of Liberals; and
now, those very men who had called them
Il those- herd names,were taking the name

of ¢ Liberals’ to themselves so that in reality |

it was difficult 1o distinguish, a* the
day, the difference betweea them

sers of the |
ing for it, aad he believed/

preseat |
fe bhad!

listened a whole day last summer, (o the

Iwo great political champions of Nova
Scotia. The Honorables Hewe, and Stew-
art: they seemed to be argning against
€ach other, but in reality there was but litile
difference between them, eo far as politicat
opinions went. Previous to the year 1688,the
people of England had only a Legislative pow-
er ; this gave rise to heart burnings and dis-

contents  After a while they introduced the
principles, that only such men as possessed the

confidence ot the people should be appointed

to office. Those principles had gradually ex-

tended themeelves to this country, and whea

Lord Durham came out to Canada, he brought

out those principles with him, and motwith-

stending all the sames that were heaped upon

the advocates of these principles, they grade

ually found their way into New-Brunswick,

and finally into that House. He {Mr. Brown}

had irequently been amused at wiinessing the

movements of persons opposed to those princi=

ples in that House, when they were all the

time working out, and clearing the way for

their introduction. The hon. and learned

member of the present Government (Mr. Hae

zen) was appointed to the Executive Council

in 1843 ; and shortly after this he came down

and declared on the floor of that House that ke

would resign his seat, upon the Assembly dem

claring their want of coufidence in the Go=

vernment. So far then, the principles of Rega
ponsible Goversment were ackmowledged.

They got along there very well for a 1ime, note

withstarding the predictions and croaking of &
certain clase, who were opposed to any thing

like reform ; but the motion was very tardy.

His bon. and learued frierd [Mr. Hazen] tnen

said the Departmental Govern ent would not

answer in this Colony ; and perhaps it was

not then necessary, but now comes the Desa
patch from Earl Grey, and the new tenure

might now be said to be in operation. He

was a moderare man, and had always been so

and was not an advocate for exireme measure

God forbid that they should run into extremes,
the predictions of the hon, and learned mem-
ber for Restigouche [Mr. Barbarie] would

then be verified, these prineiples— the prinei=
ples of this Despatch—were but human in their
origin, and like all human nstrutions, per-
fection was noi to be round therein, and
should not be expected. But sheuld they imis
tate the man, who having his ehip laden and
ready to be put to sea, kept her moored to the
wharf, lest a storm ghould arise, and all would
be lost—cagt-away : he hoped not, they had
now the ship of state all ready, and he trusted
she would go forth oa her voyage, regardlese
of any storm : it was necessary to keep mov<
iag, they should never be content to stand
etill.

He had no wish to prolong this debate; ke
could see no good to be ¢ffected by it, the die
was cast, and all they could say or do in the
matter would have no eflect. He was favous
rable 10 the original resolutiou; but could not
gee the necessity for any expression of opin-
ion upon the subject; the despaich was now
the acknowledged constitution of the country;
and as he remembered hearing a minster say
to his congregation upon one occaslon=—there
it was and if they did’nt like it they might
Jump it. Hia hon aud learned friend from
Gloucester [Mr End). had asked whar good it
was going 1o effect in this country : my Lord
Grey had said inhe despatch, then before
them, that these principles had been found to
work well in England; and this he consider-
ed a eufficient apswer to that question; so long
as New Brunswick was @ British Colony, they
ehould never reject any viral part of the glori=
yug constitution of England, as inapplicable;
1 forbid they should ever do sc. Bat hon
members leared or pretended ‘o fear, that by
wdopting this despurch the initiation of money
grants, would have to be given in to the hunde
of the executive; this pohitical nug-bear had
been gounded last yesr, when in d-bate upon
the resolution moved by his hon.and learned
{riend from York (Mr Fisher), hon members
were led to believe that there was some hidden
—something  wrapped up therein
jid not meet the eye, and although the
resolution wus as clear and plein, 28 the Ene
glish langnage con'd meke it, it was rejected.
He believed the right initiation was inherent
in the vecple, and had only been surrendered
in England because cf the great ity i
finding the proper channels for the revenue to
flow throvgh: how was 1t poasible for the
Commons of England to direct the expendi~
ture of her vast revenue, threughenut a domini=
on over which the sun never set. It was
therefore given up to the government who had
better meens of aequiring correct information
upon this point; and when they hed arrived to
that pointin t then it would be
proper to fpllow the example of the mother
couniry. Bat hon membe need not labor
under the apprehension, thet by adopting the
prineiples of this De:patch, they would heve
to yield up this right. it did not follow by
meaus, he would hold on to the initiation

meanin
which
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