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Can such a book be the 
offspring of human genius? Does not the 
vastness of its effects demonstrate the excel 
lency of the power to be of God.—Dr McCol- 
lough. 

"the pillow of death. 

dommunications. 

LEGISLATIVE NEWS. 
FrepegicTonN, 9th March, 1848. 

"Dear Pierce, Ae 

Since I had the pleasure of addressing yoo, 
the Assembly have passed the Revenue Bill, 

which has gone to the Council, and as it can- 

not be amended, but be passed or rejected, 

there is-but little doubt it will become a lew 

ag passed in the lower heuse. There are no 

alterations. from the one I sent you, except the 

articles of Bread and Biscuit; which are 10 be 

admitted at.a duty-ef4 per cent..on British and 
Colonial, and 10 per cent. on-Foreign. 

Several other Bills have been passed, but as 

they-are of little importance, I need not notice 

them. The Bill for. paying Juries seat up to 

the Council, came down amended, but as it 

was a.moneyrbill, the amendments were“not 

concarred in diy the beuse; but another bill for 

that parpose «vas introduced, adopting ‘the 

amendments, ‘and was passed. This ‘bill re- 

quires ‘the Plaintiff in each cause, mot sum- 

mary, to pay to the Clerk of the Court 30s.3 

and in summary “causes the sam of 15s., to § 

form afand for the payment ‘of Petit Jurors. 

"This som is to be, divided among the Jarors for 

their travel and attendance at Court, allowing 

20 miles travel as eqaal io ong day’s attend= 
ance, but not to exceed 4s. per day. 

x 

On Tuesday. a bill brought in by. Mr Hazen 

relating to the, Provincial Penitentiary, was un- 

dec discussion. This bill made it imperative 

oi the. several Counties to bear the expense of 

transporting crinivals to the Penitentiary, sen- 

tenced by the-Courts of Oyer and Terminer, 

to beimprisop=d therein. An amendment was 

moved, authorising the expense to be paid by 

the Province. -After: a long ‘and animated de~ 

bate, in which Messrs. Hazen, Partelow, and 

other honorable members took. part against it, 

and Messrs. End, Carman and Barbarie in fa- 

vour of the amendment. it was carried by a 

small mdjority, all the nerthern members, 1 

think, voted for7it!! The «arguments in favour 

of the amend ment were—that the more distent 

Counties would not be on the same footing as 

those nearer the city. The arguments against 

it were, principally, that it would entail a hea- 

vy. expense. on the Province, and as the coun- 

tiga.avould have. to, support their Criminals if 

they were Jmprisoned. in the County Jails, 

sending them to the. Penitentiary wound be a 

relief.to the Counties. 

The Road Commitee inet on Monday, and 

although they. have not yet reported, 1 am told 

they have agreed to récommend dn appropri 

ation. of £82,000 for the Road service; L£18,« 

500 for Great, and the like sam for Bye Roads 

and £5,000 for Special Grants, This is £5,- 

250, or 10 per ceat. less than last year, and 

although. it cwill run’ the - Province in debt 

£30,000, 1t wus thought more advisable 
to do 

this in the present siate of the Province than 

10 withhold the ead grants. Tha division of 

the Bye Road money lo the several counties 

will be. the'same-as in 1846, in which case 

your proportion will be about £1,320. 

The Relief ~ Bill ‘bas passed = the upper 

Houes By this Bill £600 is appropriated to 

Northumberland for immediate. Relief, and for 
the purchase of ‘seed, to ‘be repaid within 

three years, by an‘assessement on the several 

paristies in ‘whicho the money “is ‘distributed. 

The money to be drawn by [lis Excellency on 

the applicution’of the Justices in Session, ei- 

thér General or Special—in the latter case, all 

- the Justices must be notified. A bill for alter. 

ing the Law relafivé to highways, has been 

nndter discussion; and the House have agreed 

1% 4 ‘Weile, inbreasing’thé pomber of days’ la- 

boron those persons who possess large pro- 

perties, and reducing the commutation money 

from 25 6d. fo'18. 3d.: ‘but ds the bill has to 

undergo anoffier ordeal it may net become law. 
To-day the house was in Comuiittee of Sup- 

ply, and amovg other grants passed one of 

£300 asked for by Mr Carman, for the 
pur- 

pose of Buildng Approaches in Chatham and 

the opposite side-of- the river, for the Steam 
Ferry Boat. Although the Council are agaivst 

sraniing money Yor Slips “or Wharfs, perhaps 

They diay, onder the'peculiar circumstances of 

{lie case, pasd this grant. I understand Mr 

Carman ipgends moving for’ £200'to aid your 

Mechanics’ Jostitute in the Erection of a 
Bulls 

dine: but in the present state of the {inances of 

the Province L liave great doubts if. the same 

will be _aradted. 

, age passengers. 

‘her crew were landed at quarantine, all of 
whom were sick withthe same disease. 

‘Editor’s Wepartment. 
—— 

MIRAMICHI: 

Cratuam, Tuespav, Maken, 14, 1848. 

0S” The Subscriber having been compelled 
to consume a large amount of time, and in- 

eur considerable expense, in his toowfien fruits 
less endeavours to collect his far-epread Ount- 
standing Ileble, hereby notifies ail persons 
to whom he isnot: indebted, and with whom 
he has not a running. account, that orders: for 
advertising in the Gleaner, and for Printing: 
in fatare, must be accompanied with the 
CASH otherwise they wiil not meet witirats| 
teulien, 

« «JAMES A. PIERCE. 

VENEZUELA. ~The United States pa-i 

pers faraish the following startling and 

melancholy intelligence from this place. 

¢« The Venezuela Congress ‘met on the 
24th ult., and was overwhelmed by the popu- 
lace, .set on, it is said, by the President, and 
several of the members were horribly massa- 
cred. Itwas expected that a revolution would 
immediately break out throughout the repub- 
lic. The greatest excitement. prevailed when 
the Susan Ludwig sailed. 

Unrzep Stares—The following scraps 
of news are taken from late papers: — 

Ship Fever.—The “British Ship Emigrant, 
Capt. Hill, arrived at New. York on’ Monday 
afternoon, after a long.aad boisterous passage 
from Liverpool, via Cork, -She had 208 steer- 

OF this number, 16 died du- 
ring the passage, also’ two of the crew, with 
ship fever. 130 of her: passengers ‘and 4 of 

Terrible Treachery.—At Mobile, on the 
18th inst., while in a fit-of jealousy, Francie 
Conklin, an engineer, canght his wile by the 
head, and inflicted a deadly wound with a 
razor. He then made an attempt to kill three 
other women who were ‘present. ‘Afterward 
he cut his throat—expising immediately. 

Caxapa—The Governor General open- 

ed the Legislative of Canada on:the 28th 

ult. with a very short’ Speech{rom which 

we select-the leliowing extracts: — 

During the recess I made an extensive tour 
through the Province; and 1 have much satis- 

faction mn informing you that I met with the 
utost gratifying indications of general prosperity 
and contentment in @!l the districts which I 
visited. - 
With tha view of maturing a plan for pla- 

cing the Post Office in British North America 
on an improved footing, Commissioners (rom 
the several provinces assembled lately at my 
suggestion 1n Montreal. 1 trust that it will be 
in my power before the close of the session to 
bring under your consideration a measure for 

effecting this important object. 
The intormation _which I have received, 

enables me to state that a good and practicable 
line of railway between Halifax and Quebec 
has been discovered by the Ufiicers to whom 

‘this exploration was confined. 
The distress and suffering by which last 

year’s Immigration to the Province was atten 
ded have occasioned me the deepest concern. 

Her Majesty's Goverament huve bestowed on 
the subject the most anxious censideration 
with a view ta the introduction of such provi- } 
siona_ into the hmperial Passengers’ Act ag 
may affurd a security against the recurrence 

of these disasters. It will be for you to de- 
termine whethor it may not be advisable to 

pass some Provincial enactment which shall 

have the effect of discouraging the introduction J 
of diseased and helpless persons iato the Pro- { 
vince, without however checking the tide of 
{healthy -Immigration, which so powerfully 
contributes to its advancement. 
The Constitution of the University of King’s y 

College——a more equitable node of assessment 
in Western Canada—and the improvement of 
the system of Judicature in both sections of | 
the Provinee—are Wong the subjects which 
will probubly engage your attention, 
Canada possesses, in singular abundance, the 

elements of prosperity and “social happiness— 
great * natural “edpabilities=—un enterprising, 
mtelligénce and rapidly increasing population, 
— institutions fitted to reconcile hberty with 
order—and the blessing of peace secgred to 
her under Providence by the'patriotism of her 
sons‘and her conneetion with a State which is 

“been, received by, the last 
Governgr. No Advices bare 
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tioned hete have received 

te Sant, Jobn, where they { 

both just and powerfol. The duty of tarning { 
these advantages to account, in so far as this 
object can bé properly eflected by Legislation, devolves upon Parliament. God grant that 
we may acquit ourselves of the responsibility 
with fidelity aad success. 4 

| the: securing of. certain: British interests in 
Texas and California in the shape of Empres- 
sario grants of land. + 
The amended treaty will be sent back by 

Mexicans will accept such an amended treaty, 
‘is quite anotirer question. 

Mecaanios’ INSTITUTE. ~~ The business 

with much sansiaction since we. Jas 

made mention of it, four weeks ago. 

McCurdy, and Mr.“William Forbes. 
THE first named, gentleman, after a 

subject of kis “Tiecture, “by drawing ‘a 
deeply )nteresting aod instructive cen 

nast.hetween the faculties'of the Human 

Mind and the Instincts of the Brute cre- 

ation. He 1hen proceeded—1st, to trace 

the past ‘history of "Literature and Sci- 
ence——2nd, "to illestrate their present as: 
pect. and position; ard 3rd, 10 describe 

their future prospects. “Having handled 

these topics at considerable length, ina 

clear and masterly manner; he corciuded 
his "highly interesting and ‘instroctive 

Lecture by pronouncing theend, of, all 
knowledge to be the adoration of the pow- 

er and wisdom, of the Creator; apd cha- 

racierised ihe; general knowledge of the 

day as ‘flimsy-and imperfect; and said, 

“ nothing can he more evident than this, 
the more exciting any publication is now 

a-days, the'gredteris the nomber of ffs 
purchasers, and the profit of .its publishe 
ers.’ 

‘0a the following Thursday Mr, Joseph 
Spratt appeared vpoun the plaiform, and 

said; at thre desire of some of his esteem- 

ed friends he ventured 10 appear before 

them io a cliaracter to whieh he had but 

very slender pretensions, but ds "tiie In. 

stitution had been established for the ves 

ty “commendable ‘object of imparting in- 

formation connegted with moral and in- 
tellectual subjects, more especially for the 
Mechanical aud Labouring classes of the 
community, and feeling himself identi- 
fied with: all. what affects their interdst 
and welfare, he felt it to be ay act of du- 
ty he owed to the community, to. come 
forward ahd cast his mite into the gene~ 
ral treasury, and forward she very lau- 
dable and praiseworthy designs of the 
Institute. 

He then proceeded to his iask—and 
gave ‘a graphic ard instructive outline of 
ihe history of Heathen Mythology, or 
that system of Relifion which existed 
from.a very remote age of antiquity, and 
was professed by mankind, génerally, 
with the exception of the. Hebrew na- 
tion.  [towas merely: an mtrodvctory 
Lecture, anti we hope he will fulfill his 
promise, aud continue the subject he so 
ably commenced. 

NG eis was followed by the Revd. 
ir. McCurdy, who, belore proceeding 

to read his Lecture, said—he had spent 
many profitable and agreeable tours in 
that room, in listening to the able Les. 
tures that have been delivered therein, 
but last Thursday he had enjoyed a much 
higher treat than wvany previous period F 70 

3 simply, because the party Lecinring was 
a Mechanic, and the first one that had ov. 
cupied that platform in that capacity, 
He complimented that gentleman on the 
adble manner in‘which hehad hamdled his 
subject; and said be considered it an honor 
and a privilege that it had fallen 10 his 
lot: to follow him: He expressed a hope 
that othe Mechanics ould be i 

r Lt w 1 J 1duced 0 

Uxizep, STATES AND  MEXico.—The 

Philadelphia Register reports, «that ie | 

Treaty recently presented 0 "Coubress, 

for bringing hostilities 10 a close beiween 
the above named couniries will be confir- 
toed beyond a doubt. "It further adel = 
There are some sticklers to forms who. are 

still opposed 10 it, but it is. now ascertained. 
that Messrs Colbown, Yulee cud Huntegawilk, 
voie for i Sh a 2 

| «Fhe President, though &pproving of the- 
treaty. has recommended that certain obnox- 
as features-ef it be amended, and. this gill 

follow. the example that had been set 
them. 
The Revd Genwledtan then delivered’ 

must admirable Lecture on the Culliva- 
tion of the Mind, in its bearings: on the 
Practical pirpeses” of Life, - <First—he 
sBoibied. aut some of jhe ways in whigly 
| we ‘way all “ioerease our intelectual sory HAMA — by" Observation apg Re- 
flection, by Conversation, by e 
and by availing " seingy y 10g ourselves ‘of Instiygj- 

any . 87€ com 

that they may an bs put info gaol 
law 

A Kea, Th 1sctianable | sti be done. The objectionable features consist in 

vos such as this." Second—pe shewed 
the importance of every one oivine “hi 

> 6'TiMs Is 

one ‘or more commissioners, but whether the 

of "this Tnsmution “has” heen going on | 

Lectures have ‘been delivered by* James | 

Caie, Esq., Mr. Joseph Sprati, Revd Me. | 

few preliminary remarks, introduced the | 

chief attention to: those deparrmen 

[Enoteledge which have a mdre i 
i ate bearing upon his avocatjons, 

suits an Jife, and “thirdly, he furan 

“umber 0 fdstancey of “individud 
[ pations that had become, eminently 
tingnished by thes Cohivation of 

"He tlien gave ‘Sumé suiking speed 
{ of the wouderfol achievmeats of @ 
in the deparuments “of Geology, Bo 
Zoology, Mineroldzy Astronomy, il 
«chanism, , in the application of Si 
Power, and in the Magnetic Teiegh 

i ‘and concluded by stiowing, “that if 8 
possible lo set bounds to human af 

ments, aad that poiwithstanding 

| ‘the mind Aas" created and ¢an Creat 
thing,—it cao only observe and, asd 
self of natures” properties; and 

laws. . 

The subject of Mr. Forbes's Lectot 
Thursday were Industry and Eeonod 
opposed’ (0 Iadolence and Exlravagl 
who illustrated his subject by relat 

number of insiances where persons if 
humbler walks of life had quali§ed d 

selves to fill the most important sud 

norable sitwations, and acquired § 
mens ‘wealth by” industry: and Ji 
ity. io 2 

The ‘whole of ‘these Lectares'# 
listened to with profound attention 
large andiences, who testified, theif 
probation at their -eonclusion—at 
many instances during their delivel 
by loud and continued applanse. ; 

wolohn Ms, Johnsan, Jon, , Esq: ised 
on Thursday, and will be follow 
James Miller, Esq., the popular ‘Tel 
of our Gramarar School. 

Tr —— A 
Novascoria.= The election fof 

town and county of Halifax took plas 
Saturday week, .and the Liberals; 
admitted “have “returned thejr” Hl 
(Messrs Howe and Uniacke) by lar -e 
Jorities. "The Times says; a formak 
test, was entered against the electiol 
the grounds of violence. s 

—————————————————... ” 

Encounter wit Worves. J (wi 
seen by the following cemminaicl 
which has been handed: us for publ 
on, that'tliese rapaciocs animals (wd 
have again revisited this couaty. 
On the night of the 25th Feb, as two 

lads belonging to Newcastle, one pame 
Landy, the other Thos, Copp, were 
along tha Portage Road from the Copp # 
went, they were suddenly startied by 8 
howl and great bustle in the woods, wi 
faw. rods of where they wore walking. 
sently .a large Canboo leaped oot ont 
before them followed by five or six 
who were strving 10 turn the Carribiod) 
the woods. again, but’ he endeavoured 10! 
the roads They were within two 
Laurence Grenan’s camp, on block 
when they arrived within a. fow, yards’ 
camp, they found the Cariboo gasping W 
hole torn in his mde about 12 inches longh 
several others an his body. The  Wolve 
ot wait to take ‘* supper,’’ but started #8 
woods where they baw the people b 
to the camp, who watched all night! 
loaded gung, but they did mot rewurns 
Cariboo, world weigh between 3 and #4 

Lecisramive: Covnciy, ~The ol 
ing novel €cene oteurred in the Cou 
and shews a, state of things which 
not-be allowed w exist; 

On" thie 25th February the @ 
were occupied in discussing a Dif 
‘taking ibe Census of the Provintéty 
obtaining other Statistical iriform¥ 
The Chiirmah dbscrved (hati api 
10 be the wishof the Commies thats 
Bill shooll'pass, «Tt wig 1Ken discos 

is eight nfémbers, 

Hon, Mr. Hateh suid; this oecured* 
that it woe intelernble, nnd he-shoold © 
take an vatly opportunity of bringing’ it 
the consideration of the House, in ord 
some stringent remedy nfight ba applied. 
Col. Shore jocosely regidrked, that he 
the Chair, and could moither proceed oe 
out. 1An hon. member remarked that ¢ 
two of tho'absentees had gone tod 
connected with the Mode! Séheo!, nd 
not be long absent: © A messenger” 
been dispatched for the hon. Mr. Seif 

? 

returned, and twas Wnnogneed that 
| sequence of the Mail being about to 
{ England, he ‘could not return jou thet. 
Mr. Simonds said, that a cording 0 

‘that there was not a quorum preseis 
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