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this bill of Exchange, to meet the obligations of
the Committee. There will still remain a debt
of £1 12 2 to be discharged. In addition to
this, the Committee are pledged to contribute
at least, five pounds towards Mr Bertram’s
salary. These facts, it is sincerely hoped,
will, together with other considerations of the
paramount importance of the grand aim of the
Bible Society, induce the friends and members
of this-auxiliary, to contribute with a degree of
liberality proportionate to that prosperity wita
which God hath entrusted them, and not to
withhold, bat to aid with their fervent suppli-
cations also, without which none have any right
to expect real succass, that the spint of the
Lord who inspired the szcred scriptares, may
accompany their truth, with saving power.
We live in days of portentous occurrence.
The mind is awed and astonished in reflscting
wpon the changes which have been effected
since our last annnal meeting was held. An-
cient thrones are endangered, modern dynas-
ties are being subverted, pulitical conlederacies
are disorganized—they seem as' they had
become familiar, and every-day incidents.
Wide spread anarchy 'and social disorder,

threaten to upheave institutions that have stood 7

tor ages. Bat it is sad to observe, that awidst
the unquenchable thirst for civil freedom and
liberty which -characterizes the times, there 1s
litle desire manifested either on the part of
rulers or people. to turn from iheir sins and
seek the guidance and light of the God of all
goodness, who, whilst He is foll of loving<
kindness to the children of men, is also a righ~
teous God and a God of Judgment. It is,
however, animating and refreshing, to ledarn

. that whatever may be thought of the revolutis

ons and changes that have been of late enacted,
He who is the Sovernor of the nations, who
rules in Providence, and who has the hearts of
al! the children of men in His power, so that
He turneth them as the rivers of water whis
thersoever He pleaseth—has rendered the dis-
position and circamstances of countries and
communities where many obstacles stood in the
way of the ciiculation of His book, much more
favourable to the reception of the scriptares
of truth, than before the foundations of socicty
were disturbed. For instance, Professor La
Harpe, of Geneva, says in his speech at. the
Jass anniversary of the British agd Foreign Bi-
ble Society—¢ France is now entering upon a
new field « ation -~ The new polti-
el -situat een introduced into that
(n')un:ry i es 1L quite another field, because
Christian exertion will find there new space,
and also new facility: therefore it seems te me
to ‘be quite a proper time for this socieiy to
streagthen its hands, and for iis friends and
patrons to close their 148, and to march, as
one man, to the congzest of thiscountry.” The
tev. W. Arthur, upon the same occasion,
states his conviction that * there is n»y diffes
rence of opinion awong christian men, who
have been among the Parisian population dur-
ing these changes, as to the fact, that a very
considerable opening has been made on every
side, fer the progress of the word of God in
shat eeuntry, and that by a state of public mind
not easily hccounted for, certainly anomoleas
in itself, and, as far as I can judge, exceeding-
ly unlike anything we have hitherto discovered
as generally pervading he French mind—by a
definite impression on the mnds of the people
generally, that, in the present eourse of politia
aal even:s, that there i3 a power at work . hat
poliucians do not centrol, that politicians have
not originated, which even wmen, who previous
ito those chanzes, never seemed to think of a
Providence, now without hesitation acknowx
ledge to be the hand ot God, working changes
that no man couald have foreseen!’

Such being the state of a very influential
portion of the world as respects the word that
makes wise anto salvation, there is evidently
a powerful call to the friends of the Bible,
and the {riends of mankind, to increasingly se-
rions, strenuous, sustained exertions, in order

of hfe and
n that has

¢ that the word of Lord may have free
course and be glorified.” Aad in little
sphere, as a small auxiliary to that noble insti.

tation whose influence originated and sustains
us, we sure'y onght to feel that we too sheuld
not only persevere in the good work of striving
together for the diffusion of the whole counsel
of Goa in His holy revelation, but also, with
increased prayerfulness and diligence; take
avail of every door of uselulness which, in Pro-
vidence, has been opered to us, or is waiting
to be opened. Lot us seak the advancement of
that blissfal poriod in the future history of the
world, when * they shull teach no more every
mun has neighbawr, and every man lus uro"nel:,
sayivg, Know the Lord: for they all shali
ne, from the least of them unto the grea-
"them, saith the Lord.’ s
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JAMES A. PIERCE.

MARK OF RESPECT TO JOHN WRIGHT, ESQ.
LATE COLLECTOR OF CUSTOMS.

On Wednesday iast, the 23rd instant,
a depatation consisting of the following
Gentlemen—Hon. T. H. Peters, Hon.
Joseph Cunard, and John Nesmith, Wil<
liam Loch, Richard Hutchison, George
Kerr, and James Johason, Esquires, wai<
ted upon Mr Wright, and presented him
with the following Address, which bore
the signatures ot every mercantile firm
on the river, as well as of that of almost
every individual of any standing in the
community.

To vohn Wright, Esq., late Collector of
Her Majesty’s Customs,Miramichi, New«
Brunswick.

SIR,

The undersigned Magistrates , Merchants and
other inhabitants of Miramichi,New Bruuswick,
have heard with deep regret,that after a service
of thirty one years as Collector of this port, it
has been deemed advisable in carrying out the
present views of Government, regarding trade
and navigation, to abolish the important of-'
fice you have so long held.

The manner in which the duties of the of-
fice were discharged during the long period
of yeur incumbeney, gained for you the un-
bounded confidence of the mercantile com-
munity. With scrupulous regard for the in-
terests of the crown, yeu were at all times
fcund extending to those engaged in trade,
the utmost courtesy, and every accommodati=
on calculated to lessen the inconveniences of
a scatlered community.

The deep interest you have at all times
taken in prometing every measure, likely to
advance the permanent interest of the Country
—more especially i's Agiicultare—has long
been felt and acknowledged. .

It would have afforded us great pleasure to
have congratulated you on being promoted to a
higher sphere of usefulness, when your servi-
ces were no longer required amongst us. We
trust however, that althongh you have been
oblized for the present, to retire into private
life, that you will not long be suffered 10 res
main inactive: that youc fong experience and
high character as a public servant, will en-
sure for you a situation eqnal to our desires
and your merits.

We shall rejoice if it should be consistent
with the interest of yourself and family to con-
tinae your permanent residence amongst us.
We would deeply regret your removu!, bat
whether you remain, or from being again cal-
led into the service of the crown, or from the
interest of your family, be obliged to remove
from our community, our best wishes for the
heal:h and prosperity of yourself, Mrs Wright
and family, wiil accompany you.

Mr Wright made the following reply :

Miramichi, N. B. $1st August, 1848,

Gentlemen,

It is the cause of much gratification to me,
to receive through you so kind and flattering
un Address, on the occasion of my severance
from the Customs Department of this exten-
sive port, over which as collector of Her Ma.

jesty’s Customs, 1 have had the honor to
preside  for upwards of thirly = years
during which period I have cndeavoured,

and it has always been my most anxious wish
(as far as was consistent with the faithfal dis-
charge of my official duties) to extend every
accommodation with a view of lessening the
inconveniences attendant upor so scaitered
a mercantile community.

1 have ever felt u deep interest in the wel-
fare of this County, and if I have in the least
contributed 10 its prosperity, by my very hum-
ble endeavours to promote its Agricuiture, I
shail feel great satisfaction.

Alwost to the last I entertained a hope, that g
I might nave been permitted to retain my situ~ §
ation, ami continue among you for the remain-
der of my days; but Her Majesty’s Govern-
ment having been pleased to dispense with my
services for the present, 1 cannot refrain fromn g
here expressing a hope that they will again
require thenn; although a separation from old
and tried friends, with whow | have passed so
many happy days, would be tiuly painful to
me, sill jusiice to my fzmily wounld demand
the sacrifice.

Should not, however, tler Majesty’s Go-
vernment again require my services, } humbl}
at they will be pleased to grant mesuch
etired allowanoe as will enable me to maintain
my family in my declining years—should this
be the case, mothing would afford me greater
pleasure than uniting with you, in promoting
the prosperity of Miramichi.

Allow me Gentlemen, un the behalf of Mrs
Wright and myseif, to tender you our sincere
thanks for your kind wishes for the health and
prosperity of ourselves and family. :

Vith sentiments of sincere regard, [ remain

cn,

I

Very faithfully yours, :
JOHN WRIGHT.

To Hon. T. H. Peters, and others.
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WRECE oF THE ASTORIA.—A meeting
of the Assignees of the ¢ board
was at the office of
Mr Campbell,” noiary, in Quebec, 0D
the ldih mnst, at which the following
oi@tion was unanimously adopicd.
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large a portion of the cargo from the wreck, | through the States of New York, Penn-

in the very exposed situation where she lay, |

and also of his promptaess in sending on arti-
_clcs saved to Quebec, their port of destination
in lien of permitting them to be sacrificed at
Gaspe, as has too frequently been done with
goods saved from other vessels, under more
favourable circumstances than those frown the
Astoria.

MEeETING OF CATHOLICS IN ST, JomN.
—A large meeting of the Roman Catho-
lic popnlation of the ciiy and County St,
John, was held at the Temperance Hall
in that city, on Tuesday last, the object
of which was to express an opinion res-
pecting the composition of the Jury em-
pannelled to try the rioters at Wood-
stock, The very Rev. James Dumphy,
V. G., occupied the chair. The follow-
ing resolutions were unanimously adopts
ed on the occasion.

Resolved, that this meeting is fully impres-
sed with the conviction that the happiness
und prosperity of society are inseparable fro.n
public order, which can be best secured by
the firm and impartial administration of the
laws of the land, and that any undue interfer.
ference with the course of Public Justice
should bo reprobated as an encouragement to
disorder. Nevertheless, this meeting of opin-
ion that the formation of Juries for the trial of
offenders, being a duty of the most grave im=
portance, and to be discharged with the ut-
most integrity and impartiality, shonld be
watched by the public with the most active
vigilence,

Whereas the population of this province is
composed of various bodies of Christians, all
intitled 10 equal rights and privileges under
the protection of the British Constitution and
the laws of the country, and as ihe lives, liber-
ties and properties of persons of all denomina-
‘l,ion mainly depend on the systera of Tsial by

ury.

’glxe-efora Resolved. That the exclusion
of any bedy of Christians, from the Jury Pan
nel, merely on acegunt of their religious be-
lief, is a gross insult to the feelirgs of such re-
gionists, a positive violation of the constitutiv
onal privileges of the subject, and undue
tamperiog and fn erference with the purity and
sacred character of the Jury Box.

Whereus, at the late special Court of Oyer
and Terminer at Woodstock, in the county of
Carleton, held for the trial of certain Catho-
lics for a Rint, growing out of a cullision be-

tween them and certain party-men professing,,

the Protestant religion, the high Sheriff of the
County in empaunnelling the Jury purposely
excluded all duly qualified Catholic Jurors of
the County, solely by’ reason of their being
members of the Catholic Church, which ex-
clusion was attempted to be justified by the
Sheriff’ having also rejected from the Panel all
Protestant Party-men, thereby including all
persons professing the Catholic religion in the
degrading ranks of partyisin; and whereas all
religious or secret party Societies are strictly
discountenanced and condemned by the spirit
and prastice of the Catholic Church:

Therefore Resolved, We viex such exclu~
sions as practiced by the Sheriff of Carleton
and the pretext assigned therefore as awanton
insult to the feelings of Catholics generally,
and an unconstitutional precedent, which if
acted upon, must prove utterly destructive of
their dearest rights and interests.

Whereas, tho couduct of the present ad—
visers of His Excellency the Lieutenant Go-
vernor, wita reference to the late Proscriptive
course of the Sheriff of Carleton, and touching
the hslding of the late Woodstock Court, has
been characterised by a disengenuous and
contemptuous indifference towards the atho-
lie petitioners, derogatory to the hih and
dignified position they hold as Executive Coun-
cillors, and unmeritted by any portion of Her
Majesty’s subjects:

T'herefore Resolved, That while we enter-

tain feelings of the most dutifal attashment
towards the representative of her most Gra-
cious Majesty the Queen, yet we do not
shrink from fearlessly declaring, that the pre-
sent advisers of His Excellency have lost ail
claim to the confidence and support of the Ca-
tholic inhabitants of the province,
. Resolved, That an humble petition, embrac-
ing the substance of the foregoing Resolutions,
be presented to His Excellency the Lieutenant
Governor praying that [is Excellency may be
pleased to cause enquiries to be forthwith
made into the course pursued by the High
Sherifl of the county of Carle.on. in cmpu.(’l-
velling the Jury attne late special Court of
Oyer and Terminer at Woodstock; and apon
finding that daty qualified Catholic Juross of
the said County have been excluded from the
Panell on account of their religion, then that
His Excellency may be pleased to extend the
Royal Prerogative to any Catholies who may
have been convicted at the said Court by dis.
charging them from custody.

Resolved, that we recommend to our Cathos
lic fellow subjects throngh every county in the
province, immediately to assemble and adopt
effec’ive measures for the redress of giievance
complained by this meeting.

A Petition to the Lieutenant Governor
predicated on the above resolutions, was
read, and agreed 10 by the meeting,

Crops \v tuE UNITED STATES. —The
Edit { the -T 3 ivan
Lditor of the Toronto Examiner, gives
the ‘ollowing gratifying news respeciing
the Crops in the United States, obrained

from a gentleman who bad trayelled

;
1
|

sylvania, Iowa, Missoura, Keatucky, and
Inciana. The Editor says:

He informs us that the Crops in these States
the whole of which he has visited wirhin the
last four weeks, are universally good. The
corn crop 18 the largest ever kKnown ; |18 ave-
rage height is from ten o twelve feet high,
and in some instances stalks are to be seen of
sixteen feet in height. In the corn growing
states parties will contract to raise cora atb
cents & bushel. This is tor the labour. Taie
corn is nearly all couverted into pork and
beef, or used for distillation in the siates
where it is grown. The wheat crop in cess
tral Ilhoois, has partially suffered from rusts
but in the other stutes it is generally remark-
ably tree from rust, and of excelleat guality:
New wheat was geliing at Mount Carroil mills
Illinois, at 45 cenis & bushel. This season
there will be a larger sarplus of cereal grain®
in the United Swates than in any previous
year. The prospect of the pork trade is that
prices will be exceedingly low. Farmers are

s now offering in [llinois to furnish pork to the

packers at $2 per 100 |bs. It is b=lieved they
will have to accept 1 75 cte. Beef prom.ses
to be proportionably low. The crops through*
out Ohio are usprecedented. Itis estimated
that this state will yield this year 25,000,003
bushels wheat over one third more than ever
before in one yeac.

SETTLEMENT oF FRENcH DEMoCRATS
IN AMERICA.—The Editor of the New
York Sun says—that two agen's of the
French Government have arrived in the
United States, with a view of buying #
tract ot land for the purpose of sending
thither a part of the insurgents of June:
The Philadelphia Democrat has been as*
sured that these agents are now in treaty
for a wract in Virginia comprising som®
100,000 acres.

Orzeon.—The United States Senate
on the 12th instant, passed the bill from
the lower house, providing for the tuturé
government of the above~-named territory
with the proviso prohibiting Slavery
within its limits. General Shields h#s
been appointed Governor of the countris
and Messrs. Turney, Brant, and Burrett
Judges.

MEeETING IN QUEBEC.— A very nume*
rous meeting of individuals friendly ©
Emigration, was recently held in Quebeé
when a series of Resolutions were adop®
ted. The Chronicle of the 15¢h instanh
gives the substance of the same, as fol*
lows ;

That Emigration might be rendered eithef
a curse or a blessing to this eovntry, accord”
ing to the manner in which it might happed
to be wadertaken ; that therefore it was 87
visuble that the peuple of Canada urge oa th®
Imperial Government the necessity of orga®*
izing a systematic eolonization, and paying "
requisite expenses ; at the same time protes®
ing against the present unaided and unorg™
ized deportation of our tellow creacures, Whi®
already exposed us to fever and almost 10 1%
mine. Tue resolutions set ferth, that as ! v
British public were already burdened witht ¥
support of their poor, 1t was their interest ©
iovest their money in such a way as w0
rid them for good of those who are liablé ©*
be a recurring tucumbrunce to them ; that con
sequently their suffrages might be solicited 0
the ground ot self-interest, as well as on €0
siderations of a more extended policy, in¥%
ving the improvement of the transatlas!
commerce and colouies; that for the B“,‘!a‘
ment of the obiect in view, it was requl®
that a course should be pursued in eccord®®®
with the position and circumetances of W8
Colovy: the application of hired Jabour 1
therefore suggested 1n matters non-ngricul""‘
only—the plan of agricultural settlement P
posed was briefly, that the British nation ‘ho‘_‘
pay for the location ot the eettler, and bll,
maintenance until the first harvest, the €8
grant giving a hond for his expenses, P“"l;,'
within a given time, and his lot Imp\'OVed
hie exertions being linble for the same? jer
mukiog the expense of emigration and eett .
ment a loan subject to recovery. A comil
tee was nominatsd by the meeting, t!
cation of information on the question 10 ind
land was recommended, and also the “’"nlc(
ol an association in orcer to carry into ©
the views advaoced in the resolutions.

N s the
Bisnor Hucigs,—This gentlemaf: =
Roman Caibolic Bishop of New YOf
now on a visit to Hahfax.

|
Canapa. ~The Agricuttural Jourod! :,-
Lower Canada for the present munllr &
the following gratifying paragraph
pecting the crops : i
In our last we stated that a good ciop the
Canada this year would go far to in-p“’"". icd
circumstances of the coentry, and we "'h"‘
to say that, from present appeaanceds s
ia every reasonable hope that we shall "o
lize an ample erop, with the blessind or, it
vorable harvest weather to savé and 6%
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SEr1ous CHARGES AGAINST I RE L ive
Porx.— In the House of Represen'® qg

wagion *
on the '0th 108w, a cnmn;un:u‘”,' iat

received and read from Nicholas I jving
E«q. dated Westchester, ([‘cnﬂ-) -t e
the history ot hisagency in fra®i®




