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«Give way my boys—give way!" eried

=our first lieutenant, as we siretched to the oars,

and sent oar boatthrough the waters of New
York Bay, as if she had been a flying fish.

¢ Pull with a will! Coglefyou are Nantuck-
et bred—aint you?’ said Mr Rhind, the sen-
1or Reefer, ‘who was at the tiller, and'who
Jooked to ‘leeward with eyes that flashed as
keonly and anxiously, as if he had been in
:be'whale fishing trade, and had seen the blow
of a spermaceti.

¢ Bballit be said that the Vermonts are no
mateh at a long and strong pall, for the Pote-
macs?’ cried the first lieutenant, seating him-
self baside one of the oarsmen, and bending to
the work with a right good will. ¢ Yo ho!
here wa go,’ and he sung out cheerily to the
boats’ crew, who. excited by the ejaculation of
their superiors, seemed to lifl the barge right
from, the bosom of the water, and to send her
like a winged harpoon through the air.

¢ Cheerilv men, well palled?  Harrah?
oriad. the first lieatenant, eclapping his hands
and laaghing, while his eyes danced in his
head. with excitement. . * Thesa Potomaes
bagia to feel our northern frost through their
mittens.  They shounld . bave sunshine and
smoothe water, if they wish to hold their
owo with old Saucy Vermont at a long pall.’

Ay, ay,” chimed in Mr Rhind; whose
flushed cheelt and keen eye showed that he
too' was deeply interested in what seemed to
be regirded as a trial of boatmanship; ¢ they
feel'old Bereas blowing from the caverns of
the Catskills, and freezing up their blood.
They dre too fur netth to beat the Jads who
were cradled at Nantacket, and Cape Cod.’

“"Thev shall teach yoz double-shuffle and
cat the-fiddle at the ball té mght, however,
Mr Rhind, I tell you,” said Mr Rydal, the se-
cound, liearenant, who still continued to pall
and iuspirit the men to go ahead.

* Yes, yes, Rydal! they could teach us all
sort of {votwork 1 know,’ replied the gay
young officer,” from the famous Mazourka to
the last loafer-kick, but we can give them the
hee! and'toe too, when it comes to strong
hands and good bottoin. Don’t you see how
the distance between us widen<?  First for
Manhatten! harrah;> and on we swept with
right good will, under the cheering influence
of éur oflicers’ enthasiasm.

At this time there lay in the bay of New
York, the two United Stutes’ warships, the
Vermont and Potemac. We Vermonters had
rewarned {rom a craise in the south, the Poto-
mac had beea on a northern station, and by a
lacky, or perhaps unlucky co in
both cast anchor off the little Island of Rock-
oben, .on the morning preceding Christmas
18—. There is a jealousy be
and south, which has existed
of the Federal Cowpact, and which
stronger every day. ‘This jealousy assumes
different forms with differenr men; but it ne-
vertheless manifests itself in all, from the vul-
gar opposition of loafers to the distant reserve
of Legisla‘ore and well bred gentlemmen. We
of the Vermont were nertherners, chiefly of
the New England states, and the recent loss
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beamiag in New York that night, lit up with
t theradiance of light and joyows hearts. The
aurora borealis, too was dancing round the
moan, and whirliag and capering amongst the
stars, 1 all the funtastic vagaries of a giddy
youngster “at a husking-bes, and in ali the
bright hues of the rainbow; so that we observ-
ed everything around us, near and afar off} as
distinculy as 1f it had been day. ‘I'he barge
of the Potomac was running o our lurboard
quarter, and the carrent »f the Hudson was
consequently more sensibly felt by them than
us. To have allowed them to toach the quay
befors us would therefore have been a dire
grace, we having the advantage of the smooth-
er water, so'we gave way with a will, ard
had landed and driven for the'Astor House be-
fore our rivals had touched the shore. Halloo!
what a habbub, what a bustle, what a glare of
light,met our eyes as the jarvais pulled up atold
Jucob Astor’s palace! I and Alandro Dias
had been ordered by liewtenant Briggs to at-
tend him and his juniors in ‘the capacity of
hanzerson, and we, of course “had mounted
aloft with the knight of the whip. When we
pulled up before the ‘brightly illumina?d por-
tal and looked into the-gaily painted cdrridors,
across which waiters and ladies and getlemen
were flying fran ically, 1 was so taken aback
with the sight, and so’' cenfused by the hum-
ming murmurs sud loud exclamations of the
crowd, thatin my horry to descend, I awk-
wardly missed my footing, and, falling upon
some of the most eager onlookers, Fsoon found
myself upon terra firma, and rolling ubout
like a porpoise. 1 gathered myself to my feet
as quickly as possible, and tearing opex the
coach door, I handed my officers from the ve.
hicle as the Potomacs drove up.

It was into a brightly-lighted ' ante-room,
around which ladies’ and gentlemen’s upper
garments of far and broad cloth were hanging,
that the officers of both' ships wete ushered;
and, although they ‘were perfectedly well
bred in taeir salutations, and evidently frank
as sailors always are.to each other, I saw
their eyes ranning over each others® persons
as 1f they had no objeetions to pick a hole in
a neighbour’s coat. ‘There was one man a-
mongst the Potomacs whom I shall never for-
get; and ueither would you, gentle reader, if
you had seen him as 1 saw him, ard if you
had heard the ou breaks of his violence as [
heard them. Lieatenant Bavar was tall and
muscalar, and people who are no: over-fasu-
dious in their ideas of ‘manly beanty might et
him down at once as a very "handsome. man.
He was was more of the Hercolas than the
Apollo, however; {or, although perfectly free
and easy in his carriage, impressions of his
strength and agility would obtrude themselves
upon the mind of a close observor, rather
than those of grace and symmetry. His fuce
had been torn up with small-pox, and perhaps
it was a desire to curtain over its roughness
that had indaced him to allow his beard and
moas aches to grow so laxuriantly; no matter,
his black glaring eyes shone from his hirsute
face hke those of a iger sparkling in the jungle.
The longer you looked atthis mun, the
ger you wonld k; there was a f{ascination
in ryes which chained yours to them; buot,
in nddition to this charm of the serpent’s, they
combined the fear inspiring qualities of the
tigers®, - His complexion was sallow, very
sallow—indeed it was whispered that there
was ‘African blood in his veins; and so jealous
was he ot the last sympathetic allusion to the
poor negroes, that it is probable he sought  te
conceal his consanguanity by sumption of
extr hatred. ‘There was a wicked twitch
now and again tating } that
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{ or crossing ‘hands; but“there is none of this

pasover worlt with Jack.  He has to dance he
knows, when he begins to it; and he dues
dance, not like & dog to an organ man, but like
a man who is determined to keep ahead of every
mortal wind instrument or stringed instrument
that ever foot kept time to, 'He dances as he
works—that is right hard and ‘earn¢s'ly : and
then, aa he generally has the serving out of
his own grog at dancing bees, he doss not
keep ‘his thumb“in the meusure, 1 tell you,
but pours in -the ram to keep up the sweat
and ‘steam. ¥t dees not matter whether a
seaman be officer or foremastman, ‘there is
none of the dolphin gbout him, when dancing
is to be done; and then, again, when he has
finished the caper, le soon finds his way “to
the smoking saloon and brandy-bottle.
Alandro end I had not long been seared, "
whea the officers of the Potomae and Vermont
came tumbling into the berth where we sat,

like bourders to the deck of a- gold laden gal-
leon, and laughing, joking and skipping like
kids at midsummer. They quickly sented
themselves round a table, and were soon Thing-
ling the smoke of cighrs with the fumes of

‘brandy, and spieing their rapartee with snatch-

es of song.

Mr Briggs, the ‘first lienteiant of the Ver-'
mont, and Mr Rydal the second, were two ef
the closes friends and huppiest tempered men
that ever walked together upon the same
deck. 'Che former was a little reserved and
even diffident'in his disposition, it is true,while

the latter was free and open in heart as' he |

was io fice; but the diffidence of the one and
the freedom of the other'did hot prevent each
other from discovering, that his brother offi-
cer’e heart was a mate for his own, ~Aungry U
had never seen either of them, bat T knew
them both to be brave, for I had seen their
courage tried, not in brawls or fizhts, bat in
the enduranee of toil and danger; they were
beloved by all on board of our ship: ‘and so
numerous had been the instances of riendship
which they had manifested towards each other
that one of the forecastle oracles had called
them Damon and Pythias = They geated
themselves at the same table with Bavar and
several of the weniors of the Potomac, and be-
gan talking; while young Rhind and several
reefers crushed in beside Alandro and myself.

¢ 8a captain Railton represents the Potomaz
aloft,> said Mr Rhind to one of the youths who
accompanied him.

¢ Yes, and I suppose your eld man has sent
his captain of marines to stand eponsor for the
Vermiont,” repied the gay boy

¢ Well I guess both Mr Briggs and Rydal
there are glad to depute to. old Tom
Frizzle the duty. He’ll be as proud as
Punch after it, however,” suid our mid Jaugh-
ing; ¢ and 1 shouid .aot wond:r to see him
take precedence of every officer in the ship,
save our commander, afer to night,

¢« Come Tom Benson, drink; fire away Al-
andre,” and .so with loud laughtar and jokes
the young men were driving round the spirits
and working themselves into rear admirals in
tobaceo smoke, when a deep imprecation and
then acrash of a broken chair
to our feet, and hurry to tha spot whence the
sounds cae.  With his knee resting on the
fleo-, and his hand upon the fragments of the
chuic, Mr Rydal was calmly loaking into the
face of Bavar, who was strugeling in the arms
of Lieutenant Briggs and his brother officers
when we approach ¢ How did thig hup-
pen?’ .«_li(l my comrade, the fiery captain of
} aintop, and his nostrils expanded and
chest heaved as he touchod his hat snd
looked fixedly at the prostrate gentleman. Ry-
dal spoke notu word in answer, however;
but there was a fixed and cola look of reselve
npon h s usually manly and open face, that
completely changed his character as he rose to
his feet, and making a ray
Brig

wade as spring

i

signal to M
g, turned upon hix heel, and whist] z
a low air walked coolly and slowly from the

room  The tall and athletic southerner geem
ed furions, for he exerted 'his Hercplain
strength to the utmost, and threw from him

great violence those who atiempted to
bela him by the arins.  Mr Briggs {

ther light make but of great musc
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and he was the enly orne who maintained his
hold upon the angry Bavar, whose fica was
agitated with fiendish-like-fury, ard who

strove to throw the young wan down with all
bis migh. . Waiters and Jounszers from the
ball roam had heen drawn to witness this dis-
graceful spec acle by
and combat, and the
londly ;s #o ihat inste
pac_of cessa ian of

the sounds of tumult
two wera vocifp

being any ;;,‘,,ﬁ
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zen mora were likely to be drawan into it

It somea

I was calcalating what was to be done to
rescue my « r fiomn the hands of this mad -
man, when Alandro Diaz shouted out, * Be-
Iny there!’ and cl ing Bavar .in_hiy urms,
threw hiin on the gronnd.
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re will you, yon Vermonts! eori.
ed the ang Potomaes when they
man_f{loored, ac yme of the otfie |
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Brigzs, waiking up and down the corrid wr:fp‘
with hurited steps. B
¢ Mr Briggs,’ said Rydal, somewhat steraif Brizs,
and I thought at the time even semewhat P
proachfally, ¢ a casual expression of pity us go,
his great grandmother’s race roused that o v
on to insult &nd then to strike me. Wash or
the cause of this dis’vr:wefﬂ brawl?’ B the o
* You! my dear fellow,’ exclaimed Brigf - "ok
rapidly, ¢ oh nono! It was the mrost cowa that p
ly avtack I ever had the misforiune to beholés ¢ A

* Then go my friend,” whispered Ryddli low,

¢ and tell that scoundrel to mees me at Hob# hure.’
ken in balf an hour.” : o
In a short time, Mesers, Rydal and Brigh elain
were seated with aiysell and comrade in aad gl
Whitehall barge, with which we pulled quiet® am hg
ly towards the little Island in the Bay. hoghe
night was clear and beautifaly but 1 pever et
80 chill and spiritless in any espedition W Bavar
which I had engaged. There was not a.wo contin
spoken by one of us in the boat; we 8 to wit
scemed 1o feel our errand; even the old whillh  Self
kaller who beld the tiller seemed like a stat as we
of rock, not a remark upon the weather’ will a
a joke upon the times pussed his lips, WA macy
landed apon the blenk bare isle, where maslf pistol
a foolish youth, and bearded man had his. rij
before came upon a like errand with oursel olose
1 saw the groond measurad off, and heard dashe
seconds-debating upon the forms of the co He atc
bat, nad I think I never flt cofd bloeded, pee threat
meditated muvder so palpably brought bel Ryld“
my mind's eye. ;ar:‘“
* This is a fine code of honour,” said I " Y
myaelf, * whieh now gives to that black b ahak 4
ed ruffian the chance of killing the mas o ,,.
had already insulied and struck.’ 1 had idess it .se‘
of shackles and a mad house for such a fello® o
but ¢ honor’ said no, while it opened Haflf f;:é,:“

Rydal’s breast for his bullet. 1

‘Loever felt insuch a state of agitation I?ul?.e
when 1 saw the weapons handed to theas t! “‘_’ls'
men, with which they might deswoy B and "
other. ‘I saw the kindly and high-souled gt& mhii i
tleman’s life pitted against that of the be 2 g:‘
and the duellist, and { thooght there must &% g |
romething morally wrong in a methed of 685 dro’{'
ciding a dispute m which morality had # CW
more chance than vice, Would it uor halE . &)
been better to have borne insglt und €V the wc‘
blows, while society cashiered his insilS g/ iy
from the station of gentleman? thought I. 388 .o e
whispered conviction, if society would cast lpr;m
and degrade ali those who act as Bavar 688 lhnvaﬁ
but on the contrary, she is the vampire The
sucks the life bleod from many genes origing
youth, She forces them, by an imper martia
opinion, to seek the death of those who in statlie
them, and if they have the courage to wag T
the homicidal impulse, she drives them ¥ fray, a
ignomy from her halle. Had this affait 8 ,ccop;
mained inthe condition to which the sat Lieute
nary Bavar had brought it; he would M vected
been received into the homes of the proud youth |
a blameless and honourable man; while RIS took to
the free, the kind, the generous, would ! wlavery
been shunned and despised. Out upon #8° spmpa;
honour, I say, that reverses the law of jo treason
and allows crime to blaze its powder and # commii
lets in the face of virtue. The wind ¥¥ a com:
moanin ully through the bare branche® ™ whose
the trees which grew close npon the bleak S 8o end:
of shoreland where the deed of murder wi
be perpetrated. “U'he mioon and stars Jo08
intensely down upon us, and they seemeé It is
flicker a thausand interdictions from Hes@ y
against omr purposes, us we stood at our By get for
tions, aad gazed upon each other in sl sishing
Bavar took his position with a swaggerings vered §
&y air, that showed he was no nuviC. Everyt
this game, while Rydal stepped hesitat hag be
to hig place. It was wonderful tocontrast@s site an
demeanor of the duellist now to what ¥ are fitte
not two hours priorat Astor House, HeS ware 2
calo ceol and insolen'ly audacious, for Epeerm
joked with his second, and affected to ad® ©mple
a view of the city, with ite thonsand Ji Dortran
windows; he made some allusion to the auda*

#8, us they loomed through the pale ! Benven
fight, and hoped that those on boara of bfonzes
were comfortable. i f;:l'u o

Steady Harry,” said Me Brigge, in & W C0CNEY
per, to his friend, * he wishes te provoke 5o origi
by his nonchalance, and marder you tenty w
if’ he can; but steady, my boy; I know 1ane lor
the rocks of the Catskills have not a 9 bake-h,
heart than thou hast.” ving on

* Yes, bat mine is less calloas than, 18 for a di
Jdek,’ replied the young man, smiling S cer that
iy. ¢ Remember me to my mother and 8888 ble arti
shounld I fall, i °xcavat

] have settled that yon whael and # ;’l\hfnfe:
the  third call* said Briggs, burriedly ‘: Wl:;xh:
rapting him it is your best chance, Haf A way;
l hear he is a dead shot with an aim at & Pompei
paces—ihis is eizhteen,  Don’t expnse 8 88 | . - a;
more than necessary, and be cool—G the arrg
| you!’ “old: sty

My head swam with giddy excitem®® what
the seconds left their men alone, and WHGE Years g
townrds the same point  Mr Rydal and P ther. |
stood opposite to each other, with :hoilj g nud app
looking towards different points, and wi Jan shep
deadly weapons in their right hand# the three
Both seemed as stendy an rocks. * Nows l'.d &ppl
tle * cried Mr Brigzs, who had wof ‘;‘ms‘c“
toss for teller, * Ready!” It peomed ‘”ém’ a
hoop of iron girt my chest when | hcﬂ 'M l‘.:o‘
word, for 1 gasped for breath, and m¥ I M’: yae

, 88 than
actually spun round. ' * Yoo wheel whes the f
taree. and then fire,” s1id Mr Briggs. 'Pd‘ br]h(
The antagonisis nedded ja answer. .: "'
one—two—throe!” he shoated, as quicked ;h“‘:’"”z’
he eounid mw'}r'n'n!n the words, and #% Imn!:rgu
the reparts of two pwtols seemed 10 mi \ack g }

d of as ha- !

one conens I uttared » cry of ot 4
look townrda the spot where R ydal uooJ-‘
sppearad to be unhurt, while the pisti =
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