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HISTORY OF A DESERTED SAI-
LOR.

ON the morning of Saturday, the 5tk of
May, apwards of a centary ago, a ship belong-
ing to the Duch squadron came in sight of As-
cension Island. Anchoring at some distance
off shore, she put off a boat, which uader the
efforts of an active crew, made rapidly for
the island. The boat coatained, besides the
crew, an individual heavily =« anaclxd. and a
guard. The prisoner, seated at ‘he stern be-
t\veen the two soldiers who guarded him, sat
with his heac baried 1 his hands; but gave ne
farther sign of emotien until he was disturbed
from his position by the soand of the beat
grinding on the white shore of Ascension:
when with an agonised loex at his comrades,
and a: the vessei, he silently rosa, ard in
company with his guard, left the boat, and
stepped on the beach of his prison. A sai-
lor’s chest, some bedding, and sundry ether
articles, were taken from the boat; the pri-
souer’s chains were removed in silence, and
the erew and guard re-embarked, leaving him
alone on the beuch;and nothing moved by his
now. frantic entreaties to theia to return and
take him with 'tem, thay pu!led hard 1o the
ship, uppirpntl‘/ anxious to take leave of a
scens 8o painful. © Arriving on board, the an-
chor. wus presently heaved, all sail set, and
and the vessel stood oat to sea, leaving the
unhappy man sunk on the sand in the most abs
ject despair.  Before noon she was out of sight;
and 1w every direction nothing was visible “but
the blus and desolate waters tossing up their
heads to the sky. The nature of the ecrime
which was visited by this dreadf:l punish-
ment we g not permitted to divulge; but
that it was of great heinousness, may be ga-
thered fram his o-vn confessions.  Some mer-
¢y mingled wich the sentence, as was manifest
in the numerons little ar icles which were lefi
for him on the shore. Awmong these was a
Jimitsd supply of provisions, cunsisling of a
little rice, onions, peas, and meal. He had
also a cask of water, two buckets, an old fry.
ingpan, and a fowlingpiece, bat no ammuniti-

fitexature,

on, Some paper, a Bible, a few clothes, and
some unimportant sandries, complejed the

list of his possessions.

The island itself was of & nature so savage
and reml-uvv. as was well calealated to 1n-
press with horror and despair the stentest
keart condemed to so vasta dungeen. Bei ring
of volcanic origin, ns surface was strewed
with broken rocks, ashes, and pamice, here
and there, 4 little red srnl scorched and ste-
rile, pe‘ued from between masses of rock ap-
on which the traces of fire yet e Its
shores on one side were frightiul to aj
horrid precipices of black lava
fringe the island with mourning, and
intrusion

~en4n‘f ‘o

! threaten
with death, while at their base were

deep asns, eaten oul by the insa iable

wave, wrther on, the wildest confusisan of
1- o 1

rocks, whose jigzed saummits added 10 the

desolation of tha \(' at,
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ved by small pa

es of glittering,naked beach
whits like snow composed of fragile coral,
and frailer shells r‘m.mvi to dust against the
iron bulwarks of the island. The other side of
"u., island was more hospitable, possessing a
fo ring coust, a gand bd,, and a tamer
re. Inland, a fow acres of plain stretch-
y between the gloomy-looking hills,
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from the shock of being left alene and after |

watching -with an - aching heart the ship’s
snowy topsail sink beneath the waves of the
borizon, he addressed himself to his first la-
bour, which was the construction of a tent.
The spot he selected for its site was suflicic
ently gioomy, for it was beneath one of the
dismal overbanging black rocks ot which men-
tion has been made; dut it essisted to cover
his tent from the weather, and it was close
to the beach upon which he, and all he pos-
sessed, had baen left. By the close of
the first long and weary day, a tempo-
rary tent was raised, inte which he brought
his chest, bedding, and all his other chattles;
and here, heavy and sick of beart, he spent the
first mght. Rising early the following morn-
ing, after p'i'm!\mg of his lonely meal, he
set forth to explore the ielard. Jt was the
Sabbath, and around was more than the still-
ness of that sacred day—it was the silence cff
the grave. No ¢ charch-going hell,” no faint
notes of a village bymn, no quiet tumult of »
departing congrega.ion, came to the omtcast’s
ear—the wind was ssleep, the waters ware at
peace; but ia his heart there was no peace,and |
in himself was alone unqule tamid sarrounding |
{
|

quietude. Hesearched in vain for some green |
thing which might promisa him food; he then
retarnad to his tmx:, and, to beguile the dull
Lours, set about some alterations in 1its ar-
rangements, he also covered it with a tarpaus
lin, which he fasiened down with stones, thus
securing himsalf from rain. T'owards evening,
the solitude of the beach was broken by bust-
ling flocks of boobies; on approaching them, he
found them so tams, as to permit him easily
to seize several, which he afterwards killed,
skinned, and salted, laying them in the sun
to dry. His eyes were ceaselessly directed to
the horizon; bat viewed from whatever emi-
nence, it revealed nething but the same hope-
less unbroken bluo line. Hoping it might
catch the notice of sowre distant vessel which
ht escape his eyes while searching for food,
he made a white flag with a portion of his ||<
nen, and fastening it to his almost useless fow- !
lingpiece, he puanted it in the most conspicu~
oas position he could descry Sauatering af-
terwards along the beach, he had the good
ortune to overtake a fine turtle, which he
killed by beating 1t on the head; and this sup-
pliea him with provision for a litle
time. As the terrors of his lonely sita-!
ation grew upon him, he began ‘o-fear lest the |
threatening overhanging rock vnder which he !

e

had placed his tent, should snddenly fall and |
overwhelm him : he therefore removed his
dwelling to a less alacning position. He was

by this ume in a very 'm\\,r bie and disconso- |
late state of mind : ofien. after a long day’s
{raitless search for wuter aad food, returning
home with torn feet and an aching heart, he
would pray with one of eld that he might die.
But he would by no means be accessary to
his own death, as, in the constancy of hope,
ill looked to his signal been seen, ..nd
hx.nvn, f del livered out of * that terrible ;

Canceiving it singular that he bad met as yet
with no beasts upon the island, he s
carefully for footimiarks on the beach and in«

land ; but without succ the uabroken sur-
fice declared to him, and again, that
he was alone, The contents of his water—
cask also daily reminded him that,
shortly sacceeded in finding water,
terrible fate awaited him. Own on
carsions he met with a littie purselain
he bn.wd with the Lnubxw, and thus n a
toleral p-.iub.c dish for ono in his condi jon
The few other herbs which that niggard des—
ert afforded he was afraid to eat, nor were
they sofficiently inviting to induce himto make
the attempt. Evur_v day saw him now anxious
and carewarn leave his tent, bucket in hand,
or wa'er; ..“d every day saw him res
turn in "w evening t fainting, and with
an empty vessel.  His supplies of food also
grew short; boobies became searce—turtle

again,

unless he
the
of his

Mmost

seeking

were nol seen. He hen upged to boil a
little rice in-a little - water, of which he
made most of his meals. Many, many
times, and with a gaze made intense by the |
struggle in his mind between hope and des- |
pair, were his eyes bent upon the lonely wa-

ters, but no ship appeared [t was forin
tha ', as yet his bodily hsaith continued
Thas were his days spent -ll\‘)‘wllllh

the s Ufm-w‘ poured its

wuters over his soul, and he set ‘).:h fal-
success of some sort; in tha even-
were cut off, and he beguiled
reading until his e;
a diversion, he would set to mend-
clothes. Fiading ne promse of
he thought to increase his stock by
uz a few of those he had \viL'n him. He
therefore set same onions and peas ina patch
of soil near his tenr, iiud::;'v a number of
nests of sea-fowl, many conlainipg
plundered them, and niade hs priacif
of their con ents: he was mnch at a loss for a (4
light at night; at len zth he hit upon the expe-—
dient oﬁn('""lfv doiwn some of the turtles’ fat;
and thus, withfa sagcer for his lamp, and a bit
of rag for the w x"k, he had a tolerabla light,
which he used to k eep barn ing all ni

ing

es were weary,

native

egos, be
food

4
Thus [u-w:d a fortnight of his life in this great
prisen

All his searca for water had proved una-
vailing, and he ws wder the '7:1mh.| neces-
m.’v ofd n!) diminishing his stoc '1(, withoat the
means or the prospect nfmm'r able to replens

wh it.  He explored island in a new dis
rection, leokingz r y 1010 every crann

the rock, aand g every spot ¢ vered
with a little r herhage than the
rest; bat no bubbling waters appeared. Be-

, ol his fishing 1 wrluo he re-

| chief.

to try bis fortas 1e in o liesh

direction; he spent several hoars in this em-

o — T I Jlu). S T4 O warang o2 X:A
6 etk ? iectir
materials for a little time.  Another 6¥8cqye
then opposed him: he was mu'u unablo® ;-

ployment in vain, which was somewhat remar-
kable, as the waters were'unusually prolific of
fish. Meanwhile a sad accident had ocecurred.
"Turning homewurds, what was his surprise to
behold a dense volume of smoke risiag up to
the skies in the direction of his tent! Deeply
alarmed, and dreading the worst he flaw with
the utmost speed to the spot: he found the
pressage too true : his tent was on fire! Has-
tily snatchiog up his buckets, Fe ran to the
sea; and lhuq by considerable efforts, he was
enabled to quench the consuming element.
It appears that the origin of the fire was attri-

butable to his having L'lrt,l(‘.'!a‘y left his tinder-
box, with gome lighted tincer in it, upon his
quilt, By this c:xl:nnily he lost a shirt, hand-
kerchief, and a part of his quilt; and s Bible
was much singed. Yet he felt thankful to
God for what he had saved. He then knelt
down, and earnestly intreated God te ¢ give

{ him the patience of holy Job” under his accu-
' mulating suffarings.

The spirit of his journal
at this time is one which betokens a degree
of humble acceptance of his punishment, se-
vere as it was, and of patient submission to
the Supre.ne Will. Thus the month of May
pussed away—his proyisions diminishing, his
barrel of water fuiling, his hopes gro\vmg liln-
ter, aad the future full of the gloowiest anticis
patioas, in conrequence ef the rapidly increas-
ing heat of the weather.

On the first of June, there is this towching
entry in the journali—‘ It would  be
peedless to write how often my eyes are cast
upon the sea to look for ulnppmn, and every

little atow in the sky I take tor & sail; then [ |

look till my eyes dazzle, and immediately the
object disappears. When 1 was pat on shore,
the captain told me that it was the time of
year for shipping to pass this way, which
makes me look eut the more diligently.” At
the end of the first week in this montn, he
had but two quarts of water left i his cask,
and this wag so niuddy, as oaly to be

drinkable after straining through a handker- '

He thea thought of digging for water.
After digging to the depth of seven feet, he
found not so much as the trace of moisture,
and he desisted from his lubor with feelings
easier conceived than described. AL this ti e
deep considerations of his agparently approach-

| ing dcml filled his mnd, and he spent many

huura in prayer and in sclemn meditations
upon a future state. On the morning of the

10th of June, faint and sick with thirst, he
(‘m-n his last portion of w: ater to the very
, and in the strength of it, ha wentout
fresh search for some of this precious

fluid.
a burning sun, he at length becames so weary
and faint, as 1o be unable to proceed any far-
ther, that he lay down wishing he mwh' die.
His situation was that of the I'xlmlna Hagar
in the wilderpess, and his dzhvmunu- was to

prove as signal, - Rising ac length from the
earth, he walked slowly over the rocks to-
wards his tent, as he thought to die. DBut

not so; his eye was led 10 a hollow place in
the rock, tewards whizh he eagerlv sprang.
who cun paint his joy, or describe his
tude, on finding that it contained a little silver
rill of water, pure, fresh and cool! The poor
fellow cast himself on the earth, and drank
most immoderately of the del cious fluid. In
the intoxication of his joy, he sat down by its
side, and drank agnin and again of its Ide giv-
ing dr:ur:;'ht. 'I'he treasurcs of the whole
earth were poor aud mean in comparison with
that viny streamlet  Evening wascloseing in,
and taking cave to mark well its positon, he
rclnrmd lo his tent with a step wore elastic

wn he had yet known, and a heart of bLrim-
!nl gratitnde and joy.  Thus one source of
his deepest anxiety, was, for the time at
least, diminished. Ue was pow able to, use
the water free! but whether from |rr~'viuu~
excessive ove Rue, or as the consequences
0. a loug disappointed hope, cannot be said,
but it is evident that new sympiome of deliris
um began to apper, and of these he was him-
self conscions. Strange funcies filled his
mind at times, which disappeared at other
times,

gratie

At this period there oceurs the following re-
marks in his y\unnl —* It makes me very
me .an‘hnv to think that [ have no ho pes of
getting off' this unhappy island.”  The sharp
vocanic rocks, which were like so many bro
ken glass bn(ll.-q cut his shoes to pieces, and

wounded his feet so severcly that he waa |

scarcely able to stand upright.
terrible adventare befal him

sleep he heard a
eamp.

New alao a
A.\ang from

nised the voices of either men or evil uplrlu
in ond conversation, closs to him. This con-
tinued all night, so lhn he awoke in the wor.
ning unref'r"-m"d The next day, and for

everal days subsequantly, he speaks of hav-
ing been rapeutedly accosted by an apparition ;
which assamed the form of one of his
comrades, (-'rv'nlv to his lv\ic-f. it at lenrh
departed. Althe ma') it i3 mani‘est the l.nhm-

py man firmly believed all these superantur
e \'l‘r‘"i

old

we are gafe in aseribing one and ‘H to

the inroads of deliriam npen his wnderstand-
|1] )'

Pﬂh‘hi\’ from the free uso of water,
oms, which might have taken a
: r origin in the waat of thar d
disappeared; and the entries in the Journa | re
sume their yeyy) simpie character.

F ar some

time past hig su ipply ()l wood for fuel fuled
him, 'ml. as we have before mentioned that
not 80 much as a shrab existed in the island,
he began to despair of again tasting cooled
food, w! 1en one day as he paced .nm. 7t

beach, & 'arge traa wag cast ashore. ‘I'his ho

cut in half, and was thas resupplied with fire

dreadful noise around his |
Ll“!“'ﬂn" more atien 1ve lv, he recog- \

After four hours tedious walking, under |
o |

curo any fresh losd; and with a 1agI0B8E Fur}
prevmg npu'l hmx, he wandered ubuut the

land, seeking it in vain, Aw if to U3EEThe
forzunes on his devoted head, the W whe
power of the sun, the heat of which ¥ and .
his face, dried np his well, Previousif#s
he hud filled his cask, and, for con¥s&s ...
sake, had removed most of his things 088, o

near to the well. 'Thus was all hisfif ly,

ieties renewed again, while there remsss o¢p,,
bim loss energy of body and mind 0888
against them. One day as he wander®s 14,
the shore, he was startled at the apP== ved j
of a rude cross in the distance. On APF {3 54
ing it, he found it the grave nurk, as I8 fa)oy
je(,lurc,d of sewe one buned in that i " and
was the first token he had perceive posse
island, of a previous visit by bis fello®s 1 cod
and while it kindled hope, 1t was als088 5 g
melancholy promptings apon his oWl &8 yeg
tien. e loo, appeared to be cust ¥ the
one dead, yet with (his difference—88 fresh
deserted in his deatb. This brings bPSS 1}y {
to the close of another month. la spi®The
most diligent search, water was B lid 3

found. On the last day in June he
with meurnful brevity, * ‘There is RoW:
drop

Jaly opened upon this miserable MéSS
all the inlense heat of the season in WHS
tude. In one of his water secking ¢3P58
he saw, for the first time, larges
of goats, to the amount of several M
He vainly endeavoured to pursue e
they proved far too swift for his
strength, and bounded away, leaving %
desolation. Great flocks of sea-fowl
ten visible in the strand, m such
that, when they took wing at his af g -
they appeared like a dense cloud, Wi |
ming hetween him and the sun, coM
intercepted the light. Once he found
on the shore, and early in Augset,he o
ed other traces of the visite ()l previo
gers, finding in a rock—which at a @

looked :omclhm" like a rude cottag

old mulu, and pieces of broken bottlesy

%0 a piece of a broken oar. ke no

to mind his early attempt at horticall

set out for the spot where he had plaf

pease and ounions, near to the _place T}
bad first pitched his ten!, He suw every
tle distance to his joy, that some gre€888;,
appeared on the spol, and oo draWilBETheg
he found that a few had sprung up; Whe,
the withering hand was upon him in 8l88thay |
the rest had been ntterly devoured MEment
vermin, For the period of three moniSand g
had not fallen a half hour’s rain on & i lerity
At this period of the history, wih great
ries increasing upon hiv, he thus '?:;kl
My hear. is so full that my pen canSfgs ;‘
it. 1 now and then find a liitle wabdl :2'&“
the gouts have left me. 1 aiways @ I:Seo

to tha last drop, and use it very SPRE.
On one of his visits to his old tent, ¥
side it, he was much alarmed at
great noise, as if *a hundred copf
were a* work., His alarm cunliuuﬂt_‘
resolved to wearch for the cause of hi#
tion, and ascending a hill, he disco¥
origin in chattering of a vast flock
which whirred into the aiz as soof
percewved him. This little discovery
relieved his mind, which under the
his situation, was become wmuch Cis
He measured the conients of his walss
and found he had bat six gallons
drank by measure, and sked out his o
28 much as he could, abstaining from!
his food. The entries in hiz Jllufn“l
a melancholy monotony.—* % ent outSs ther
for water, but in vaig,’ is the ouly US8 :fhe_x
dum for many days. How earnestige®'!s [
lified up his prayers and kis eyes 19 a:1d~
vens may well be imagined! Bat 1S T'“'
was teae of them which had its prif#S ::IE
rence to another race * the heayef lw' ‘
over thy head shall be brass, and 8§ )w‘l‘
m‘ul 18 under thee, shall be iron.’ ﬁ;e:
up,’ he wriles, ¢ to the heavens all @ e s o
io wes if the sky was overcast, hab S
have some hopes of rain: bat all, 193 arises
row wus very clear.” He was now 3
ly out until evening looking far WAS
many times was fur from home as
of night approached.  On one of 1he
ons, the sun hiving set, he was cot
sleep :nv:;) from  hie cave: having
his slumbers were soon disturbed DY
tormentors; such a prodiziovs numb‘r
surrounded him, as pu’ him in €0
jeopardy of being devoured alive.
good care after thiyto retorn to the
fore dark. | spitir wag now Hpi diy 3
his mind, resisted onl y by a few ot y
expiring hope: he he i now given U
hopes of fis nlmc any waler, ind W
tne steand 1ost | in' distraction. = Herés
ed a turtle, “which he succesded Mg
and he sinked his burning thirst with !
test' avidity in the creatare’s bl &‘”d
tar pericd, ho found some relief 8
g o
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