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From the [.ondon Athanaeum.
W5 ARE GROWING OLD.
BY FRANCIS BROWNE,
We are growing old—how the thought will
Tige
When a glance is backward cast,
ut lies

On some long remember’d spot, *
In the silence of the past;

It may be the shrine of our early vows;
Or the tomb of early lears;

But it seems hke a far off isle to us,
In the stormy sea of years.

h ! wide and wild are the weves that part

Our steps [rom its greenness Row—
And we miss the joy of many a heart,
And the light of many a brow;
For deep o'er many a stately bark
Have the whelming billows rolled,
That steer’d with us from that eariy merk—
Oh ! fricud, we are growisg old !

3
G

Of our daily tmls and care,
Old in the wrecke of love end trus:
Which our buarden’d memory hears.
Eac passing gaze
The bloom of iife’s freshness yet,

Old in the dimness and the dast

b form mey wear to the

And beams may brighten our latter deys
‘Which the moraing never met.

But oh, the changes we have seen
In the fer aad winding way—
The gravee ia our paih that have growa green,

Aunc the locks that have growu grey !
The winters stillon

Th
ae

our own may spare

tle or the gold;

But we saw their enows upon brighter hair

1d, friends, we are growing old !

have geined the worlds’ cold wiedom
now,
We have learn’d to pause and fear.
3ut where are the livieg founts, whose flow
out wher &4 )
Wes a joy of heart to hear?
)
We have won the wealth of many.a clime,
And the lore of maay a page—
Bat where i3 the hope that eay in Time
rit

But itg boundless heritage?

iin when the violet wakes,

Aad the their youth renew?

We have stood in the light of sunny brakes,

wol

Where the bloom was deep and blae;
And cer
.o,
But the joy was faint and cold—

gouls mighi joy in the spriog-time

For 1t ue’er co give us the youth agaia

. i ¥ 1
Of hearis that are growing old,
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[Written for the New Yoik ion.)
JOHN BULL AND HIS COLONIES.

AN ALLEGORY.

There was once a good old man, named
John Ball —a sturdy man he was and well to
do in those daye. He owned a noble island
on whieh be lived with his family surround-
ed by every comfort.  Ag his boys grew up,
gome of them wished to go dnd see the worlo,
and try their fortunes in foreign paris, John
was a kiod old men, end a sensible vne too,
se days, 80 he said to those who wish-

&o

int
ed to wander—well, my lads, good Juck

with you Let me hear from you when you

e syourselves down, and you will always
find me ready to lend a helping hand. Well
away they w one se re it was
hot, another v t was cold ; one where 1t
was dry, and a er where it wa 1p, and
when they wrote home to the fami e mirls
began to ery to think of ~hat the r boys

18 ¥ ylaces so different f i
had left, *N

iads are pood stuff,
sre ’llbe b

ta cry about.

s

giri s

the very thing for them and for This is
a poble Tsland 1t is true, dot it cannot pro’
duee The boys will be able 10

ves

1a® ours at
vant my help 1 can tell
’ So Scha opened

buil r
hi o w.‘l thelr
honees ar tocH ms, and wnat not ;
,A"'E vEeTY 80071 R to see that th & §
old father k s wbont, for they

so0n ZOt go« nfortable 1at ep their

warm. and furs to 1 their
ks from the North. and ' sugar
1 their ter from the South; aad
from where it wes dry, and the
ng from where it was damp, go’ that
no family in the neighbourhood so

BullPs: And then said the

yourselves 1o

work,

rorsted sock

8 t0 pay for your moils,
3 to pay for your sugar, and
you think wiil do best o pay
gimeracks, 10 work they
made every kind of garmentthey
wou'd suit the boys best; and thus

vad thread so

i
aad whate

So

|

| that

vear after year, to the ‘great eom- !

7 at home and glroad,

b
ae

If eny oneé of ¢
any one wg

boys abroad complained
molesing them, the old man
would send his eervents, aye, énd the consta-
bie too, if needfal, 10 proicct them, 8o that
firangers me rather shy of meddling with
Mr. Ball
Well, after a time the girls became s0 cute
with their kuitiing needles; and their spindles,
and made such a power of things, that begides
clething théir-brothers abroad, they conld sup-
ply somie of sheir neighbours. “ The old maae
liked to encourage industry, and was mightily
pleased o sée hig gitls filling their pockets,
But by an bye ‘things tock an odd turn, the
irls hed 8o many garments on hand, that they
ir neigh-

g8

wuhited 10 €xchange them with 1}
bours for their mofls, and their sugar, and so
on. Thats all very well, said the old men,
but you must” give your brothers the prefer-
eace, and not spoil their murket, ’cause you
see ihey getevery thing from us,  Well, there
was no geinsaying that. 8o Mr Bull made all
the neighbours’ pay double toll at the turne
pike gate lor whatever they brought to the
Iuir; and so tbings went on pretty smooth
forgcme time, )l some of the girls gota
hankering ‘after foreign finerv, and were al-
ways muking a great ado about reducing the
tolls, and at lengtn vowed they ought 1o be
dene away with altogether. Poor Bull was in
a teriible pucker, ¢ Why what the plague
would you be at,” eays he, * dou’t you see
that if we keep the things righy abroad and
at home, we shall alwaye be independent of
all these foreigners, Howsoever, I know the
lad that will set all to righta,  So he sent for
one Bub Eel,who he thought mightly of to talk
the matter over with the girls: and Beb
tcld’ them it was as plain as the nose am
that it was best to keep up the tolls, for theyd
soon see that their brothers farms were ino=
proveing so fust that their flabourers would
soon want all the garments they colud make;
but.-when Bob saw thatsocme of the girls turn
ed up their noses, and others made
faces at ‘him, by jingo,like ko eel as he was,
ne elipped right round ‘and told the old man
that all  the * tolls must go by the board.
¢ Well> edays John, * what wul the boys say
to this.” *The boys,” says Bob, 1 mnever
thought of the boye, while these girls wremak-
ing euch wry faces at me; dbutl suppose the
boys will set up for themselves?’

*®ét up for themseives,’ roared old Bull,
shaking his fist 1n Bob's face. ¢ Why d’ye

i1s

think they are all such shuffling fellows aw
you ere? No, uo, there’s real blood in mae
of them, 1 have mo donbt, and I trust

y'll hold on rather firmer than you do
Master Bob—io be sure, thac mob that fright-
ened you at the toll gates, have kicked up
guch a dust that we cant see one’s way
very clear through it just now—but I Jove
the boys, and DIl be many ol the
boys love their old [ather too well to foraak
him, and fly off at & tangent, just becaus
yowve picked the lock ol the wurapike gate,
and letin the very fellows yon were obliged
1o keep out.  Let g nie just time o
tuke breath, wud see /1 I don’t devise ¥otnie
plan that will set th to rights again.

[f T could but ger rid of this wig which
encumbers my head, o that it almos\ addles
my brains, T have no doubt that all things
wounld soon come round, and I and my beoys
would see that ;t was our interest to stick 1o«
sether. ure some mongrels amonyg
em (i

bornd

There

et love pep I know, and seme jousg
have a Lankering after pumpkios
«¢8, but moss of them, ‘T trust still
y good honest roast beel and plum pud~
{1t ehan’t be my fault if they donr’t

Vit

ding, & :
get enough of it, thcugh just at this moment

1 can’t tell how ? ¢ Aye,” said Bob, emiling,
‘I know how better thas yoa do,” and away
saked, when Old John seated hiwmself
chair, threw his wig upon the
, wished all wigs at the devil, vowed
po crown wage ever well protected by
thera, aod then began musing upon what was
best to be done for himselt and his boys.

John felt so comloriable when relheved
from the weight of his hat he began to
doze, 1 1o dr majestie figure

approgehed his chair, which at first filled him
with awe, but 2 benignant smile which agi-
mated his countenance soon allayed that feel
ind iospired John with confidence to ask
10 he was, and what was the purport of his
* Listen,” replied the ‘1 am

stranger,

the Gentns of Briish North America, and [
have come to arouse your niton to your
affatre in that quurter of the globe. You now

bcast that the sun never 8

! upoa your pos-

sessions ; beware lest it ceases to shive upon

wem. I yow pursue ‘your present course they
will, | f, paes away from you, and dark,
dark clowds will then obscure yonr dwelling.’

Grenins, ¢ a catalogue of
waved a leng scroll bes
of which made
Mr. Genius,”

yes, the

: re sight

John shudder. good

¢ Oh dear,

John with an imploriug look, ¢ bygones
are ' bygoneg you know; don’t remind me of
what I huve done, but tell me at I mustdo.’
The Genius looked compassionately unon him
and elosed the geroll.  *I will :w;(,"s.;:;&h'n{-:
“harabs you by recalling ull the mistakes
that you h made. T wil] pass

over your

neglect of yoar loyal friends, your encourage-
ment of your implaceble foes; nay, 1 will not

)

awell upon sendino ng them aga'n
& Wong Sl
the f b ) kindled flame trom
which he fled, but 1 ean you altos
gether. Repentance is so ¢losel ked witn

amendment,
faults 1f we w
Your last falg
frolia,” ¢
all Bob E

L we must

t upon out
onld escape

wag yo
gaid Jo

I Free

ba, ¢ that wa
He may slip away

19
noi," re

¢ir consequences,
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